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Sir WILLIAM BAKER, Knt; 
WILLIAM MABBOT, 

AND 

JOHN PAYNE, Efqrs. 

Gentlemen, 

T H E following fmall Tradts, in con- 
fequencc of unprovoked injuries, were 
haflily thrown together, during the late cla¬ 
morous difputes between Directors, Proprie¬ 
tors, and Candidates for the, management of 
Eaft-India affairs at home and abroad.—How 
they came to be fo haflily produced, and as 
haflily published, it feems requifitc I flioutd 
explain a little more at large. 

At the beginning of thefe intefline broils, 
I was determined to avoid engaging on either 
fide; and, to fhun lolicitation, I difpofed of 
all the flock’ I flood poffcffcd of, without 
retaining as much as might entitle me to a 
fingle vote; fo truly defirous I was to enjoy 
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in quiet that peaceful retirement, I had dearly 
purchafed at the expence of fo many difficul¬ 
ties, miferies, and heavy misfortunes as felt 
to my lot, while in the fervice of the 
Company. 

Such, I fay, were my refolutions, to 
which I Ihould moft flrittly have adhered, 
if I had not found my character firfb indi¬ 
rectly, afterwards openly attacked, by the 
bafeft calumnies, which were levelled againft 
me in a manner, fudden, unmerited ancf.un- 
expedted. 

Under thefe circumftances, there was a 
neceffity of fpeaking for myfelf, and, which 
was Hill more unplealing, I found myfelf 
like wife conftrained to enter upon my vin¬ 
dication without delay.—The pungency of 
thefe accufations —* the precipitancy of the 
times, and a difpofition to take every thing 
for granted that was not immediately refuted; 
obliged me not only to difpatch them as 
quickly as was poffible, but alfo to produce 
them in like hurry to the publick eye’. 

It was from thefe accidents, which I could 
not either forefee or avoid, that they came 
into the world not lo well digefted, and with 
much lefs accuracy, than the candii part of 
2 mankind 
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mankind have a right to expert in every pro¬ 
duction that claims their confederation, and is 
fubmitted to their judgment. 

To the fame caufes I may very juftly refer 
thofe errors of the prcfs, which were in fome 
of them fo numerous as fcarce to leave the 
fenfe intelligible ; to fay nothing of other 
miftakes in orthography and diction, all arif- 
ing from the utter impoffibility of allowing 
me time requifite to revife and correct the 
proof (beets. 

It is from a juft fenfe of thcfe involun¬ 
tary imperfections, that I have been led to 
review, to reform, and to caft into fomewhat 
a different fhape, thefe little pieces, that were 
thus expofed; and to render them (till clearer 
and more fatisfaCtory, I have added fbma 
other TraCts, which, however feafonable, I 
had not the leifure to prepare, and which, 
from my obferving the obfcurity arifing from 
their omifiion, I conceived it my duty to add 
as foon as opportunity would permit. 

My narrative of the fatal cataftrophe at 
Calcutta, and that unexampled fcene of 
horror to which fo many fubjeCts of Great 
Britain were expofed in the prifbn of the 

Black- 
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Black-Hole* has fo clofe a connection with 
one of the pieces that precede it* as fcarce 
to require an apology for reprinting it in this 
edition; prefixing, as a frontifpiece to the 
Volume, a Print of the Monument which X 
ereCted, at my own expence, to the memory 
of thofe unhappy fufferers. 

Many, if not moft of the matters con¬ 
tained in tliefe fheets, are to you. Gentlemen, 
very well known, as having been often the 
fubjeCt of your deliberations ; and, there¬ 
fore, to whom could I fo properly adtlrefs 
them as to yourfelves ? — Two of you firft 
incited my endeavours, and directed my 
labours for the Company’s intereft. — Mr, 
Payne, with the fame diftinguifhed zeal, 
encouraged and fupported them; a zeal 
truly difmterefted, for I was a Granger to 
you all; fo that you could have no motive 
to the favour you beftowed, and the pro¬ 
tection you fo generoufly afforded me, ex¬ 
cept the warm and pure regard which you 
ever fhewed, rather than profelfed, for that 
refpeCtable body, whofe concerns were. then, 
committed to your care. 

You have. Gentlemen, frequently done 
me the ; honour to fay, I did not dilgrace 
1 your 



your patronage, or difappoinfe your favour-* 
able expectations: to me this was the rnoft 
ample reward — but I could not help think¬ 
ing there yet remained fomething due on my 
part; and that I ought to attempt the jufti— 
fying your choice to the knowing, the 
ingenuous, and the judicious world. 

This became more efpecially incumbent 
on me, when I found Envy and Malice 
arraign the character of him, whom you had 
efpoufed, and whom you had fo long ho¬ 
noured with your friendfhip. ■*— This, I 
thought, I could not better effeCfc than by 
publifliing the following Pieces, 

With all poflible fuhmiflion, I lay them 
in their new drefs before you, as thereby 1 
am favoured with what I have long and 
ardently wiflied, an opportunity of giving 
this public teftimony of a grateful heart, for 
the many and repeated proofs I have received 
of your refpeCtable patronage. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your rnoft obliged, and 
molt obedient humble fervant, 

Mount Feli*, 

J. Z. HOLWELl, 
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ADDRESS 

T O T H E 

PROPRIETOR S 
Of E AST-IN DIA STOCK; 

SETTING FORTH 

The unavoidable Necessity and real Motives 

FOR THE 

REVOLUTION in BENGAL, in 1760* 

By JOHN ZEPHANIAH HO&WEIL, Efqj 
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EXPLANATION of certain Persian and 
Moorish Terms in the following Sheets, 

A. 

AMDANN2" and Rnjjiamiy —Imports and Ex- 

^ pOUS. 

Arzgre —A Petition —At zdafljt —Idem. 

Ajjamtuees —Dealeis in difFaenc Branches of Trade. 


B. 

Banka Bazar —Formerly the Oftend Factory. 
Begum —Pnncels—meaning without Care, 

Btisey —A Paymafter of Troops. 

Butkjhnas —Foot Soldiets whole common Arms 
are Sword and Target only. 

C. 

Chowkeys —Guards at the Suirs, or Landing-places, 
Cbinam —I dmc. 

Cvjjxd —A Fooc-mofiengcr, or Port. 

Chubdaar —An Ulher. 

Cooley —A Porter. 

Chout —A Fourth Part. 

A Cofs , or Corfe —A Mcafurc from two Miles to 
two Miles and Half. 

A Corore of Rupees —An hundred Lack, or one Mil¬ 
lion Sterling. 


D. 

Dewan —King's Treafnrer. 

Dewanny —Superintendancy over the Royal Re¬ 
venues. 

Diiffutary —An Import o{ ten per Cent. 

Durbar —Court or Council, and fometimes a LeWe 
only. 

Decoyt —A Robber, 

Datum fob —A R'vct. 
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F. 

Fowzdar —A Military Officer, 

G. 

Gomaftab —Fadtor or Agent* 
Gwallers —Carriers of Palanquins, 
Gunge —Grain-Market, 


H. 

Hackeries —Carts or Coaches drawn by Oxen, 
Harka/abs—-Spies, 


I. 

Jvbn Nagore —A Village fo called, 

Jaggemaut —The Gen too Pagoda, 

Jemmautdaar —An Officer of the fame Rank with 
the Roman Ceniyirion, 


M t 

Machulka —An Obligation with a Penalty annexed, 
Moonflsee—- A Perfian Secretary. 

Mufnud —Th rone. 

Moortes —Wi iters. 

Maund'-A grofs Weight between 70 and So Pounds, 

N. 

Negrai— Anew Settlement at one of thePegu Minds, 
JSl ibut —A Drum, a Mark of Royalty afTumcd by 
the Subahs of Bengal. 

P. 

Perwannah —An Order or Command, fometimes 
a Grant. 

Purranea —In the Province of Bengal-, a Nabobfhip 
fubordinate to the Subah. 

Phimaund —A Royal Mandate, or Grant. 

Pykes 
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Pykcs —Officers relative to the Service of the Lands. 
Penfways —Guard-Boats. 

PoiLlr or Shroff —A Money-changer. 

Peons —Infantry. 

Pottabs —Grants, 

Pondaty Foorea —Farmers diftinft Allowances on 
Giain at the Gunge. 

R. 

llmmah —Diftridt for the Royal Game. 

S. 

Sesr, Cbetac, Maund —Forty Seer is one Maund, 
and fixtecn Chetac one Seer. 


T. 

Tellnga —The Carnatic Country on the Coaft of 
Coromandel. 

Tankfal —A Mint for Coinage, 

Tanners and Ruzbudgea —Forts on the River Ganges. 
Tunkabs —Alignments upon Lands, 

Tuzfaconna, Ginanab —Wardrobe and Seraglio. 

V, 

Vaqueel —Englifh Agent or Refident at the Nabobs 
Court. 

Vizerut —The Grant for the Vificrfhip. 

W. 

JFazeed —A confiderable Mahometan Merchant who 
refided at Hougley upon the Ganges. 

Z. 

Zemin—Ground — Zemindary —Relative to Lands. 
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A N 

ADDRESS 

TO THE 

Proprietors of East India Stoh?, 


Ginilemen and Ladies* 

I KNOW not any body of people in the kingdom 
fo much to be pitied, or fo defervedly the ob¬ 
ject of attention, at this period, as youifelves: 
Grangers td the fecret fprings and woi kings of the 
great machine you are embarked in* you muft be 
alfo Grangers to the nature of its defeats, and in¬ 
capable of applying proper remedies to its irregular, 
and confequently aeftrudtive motions. 

Thofe intruded with the conduit of your con¬ 
cerns at home, diftiaited and divided in their 
councils j your Agents abroad, in the fame un¬ 
happy divisions and animofttics, a general Court 
at hand, where it is to be feared, not one ip a 
hundied of you will be able to form any clear idea 
of the matters to be difeufled. What falutary effects 
then can be expeiled from its refolutions, in your 
prd’ent uninformed date P 

I will not begin fo endlefs a work as the invefti- 
gating, from their original fource, the various 
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combined caufes, which gave rile to thcic dilfen- 
tions, as it would anfwer no one ufeful purpolv at 
prefent: an honeft indignation, and true ic^ud 
for the welfare of the Company provokes my IH’n* 
to refene you from impreflions, the belt and mull 
fenfible are fometimes liable to, from mifrepi den¬ 
tation, artful inve£hve, plaufible, fpeciou 1 !, though 
fallacious argument, and cruel inlinuation j enough 
of thefe are, at this particular juncture, tin own out 
to amufe and blind you, by fome no better ac¬ 
quainted with the fubjefts they write and Ipeak on, 
than moft of yourfelves. 

The productions of paltry fcriblers arc below 
mine, and every gentleman’s notice, (fuch as ap¬ 
peared in a late evening paper ♦,) but when men of 
fenfe, virtue and character, and others who have 
poffefTed high and diftinguilhed ftations and emolu¬ 
ments in your fervice, join the cry, and help to 
keep up and incrcafe this anarchy in your affairs, 
it is time to guard you, not only againft the venom 
of their pens, but their tongues alfoj for, from 
them there may be danger. 

That your affairs have been biought ro the blink 
of ruin, is moft certain, and pofiibly by this time 
(tho’ God for bid j you may not have a foot ot land, 
not a rupee of property, m the three provinces of 
Bengal^ a difmaland alarming pmipctL— Tin; 
queftion is. What is the reai anti m ire immediate 
caufe of this melancholy fixation ? if you hearken 
to the prefent torrent of abuie, yon will be told, 
the revolution which depofed Mhir Jatfier Aly 
Khan, and letup his ion-in-law, Ko/Iim Aly Khan, 
in the year 1760, is ftained with uupat\illded in* 
fang, and is the caufe of every lubJequent milchief 
to you. you are further told, this change will be 
explained to you from the moft undoubted authority^ 
and umnfwerabk aiguyents: but nothing of this 
kind yet appears to enlighten you* 


From 
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From another quarter you are informed, your 
Court of Directors arc culpable.—Thofe who {hoot 
in the dark, may lire boldly indeed, nor being im¬ 
mediately liable to difcovery; but then they may 
be fometimes liable to nnflakc their aim—the 
chaige againll them is couched in the follow¬ 
ing terms. “Your Couit of Dne&ois at home, 

“ pleafed with the pi dent advantages, never exa- 
“ mined the means by which they were obtained, 
<e or whence the ncccflities arofe that were pleaded 
* c in extufe of the revolution , ,J —I fliould be grieved 
you could imagine I am let down to foim an apo¬ 
logy for the whole conduct of your Couit of Di¬ 
rectors.—Far be it iiom me—but as I know their 
judgment on, and fandion given to this 1 evolution, 
were die reiult of mature examination, both as to 
the means, and neceflities chat produced it, it would 
be difhonell in me not to lay fo ■, and I will venture 
to pronounce, that bcfoie I clole this Addrefs to 
you, yourielves will acquit them of this charge, and 
be convinced their conduft, as to this particular 
tranfa&ion, was ftri&ly confident, not only with 
your intereft but honour—nor will I doubt, but 
this revolution will, in the fequel, refieft honour 
and credit on every one .of your lcrvants who had 
a part in it. 

To vindicate the revolution of 1760, is the talk I 
now Impofe upon myfelf, not only for your infor¬ 
mation, (though I confeis that to be a moving, and 
at this time a veiy efiential confideration) but alio 
in jollification of my felf, who, it is veiy well 
known, had fo large a lharc in it, and in defence 
ot one of the bell and moll capable fervants you 
ever had abroad. Juflice to his merits exadfo ihn 
tellimony horn me, though lie fuperccdcd me m 
die government ol your prefidency of Dengrl—I 
concave Mr. Vanfictart’s charatler, on this o*ca- 
iion, injuiionfly traduced; he is not here to vindi¬ 
cate 
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cate himfeir, it is therefore incumbent on me *wlu 
only can) to do it; the more efpecially, bceauic ii 
any juft cenfure lies againft him on account of ih».< 
revolution, it is owing to the reprefcntations laid 
before him by me, touching the ftate of the Com 
pany’s affairs at the period he came to the govern¬ 
ment. 

Previous to laying proofs and vouchers before 
you* it will not be amifs, to lay what I intend to 
prove. 1 therefore let out with thefe pofitions: 
Firft, That the diftreft fituation of your affairs, as 
well as Impending ruin of the provinces, made it 
unavoidably neceffary to diveft Mhir Jaffier Aly 
Khan of power to do greater mifehiefs, as by a 
lenes of mal-admmiftration and cruelties he had 
well nigh brought himfelf, Jus family, the pro¬ 
vinces, and the Company, to deftrufbon ; fo that 
it became a reproach to the Englifh name and aim*; 
to fupport his tyrannic government any longer. 
Secondly, That Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan was guilty 
of a breach of every article of the offenfive and 
defenfive treaty made with him in the year 1757* 
when he was by us promoted to the Subafhip of 
Bengal,—Thirdly, That your Jionour, and the ho¬ 
nour of the nation, letnain inviolate, and fland 
unimpeached by this revolution, though the con¬ 
trary has been fo induftrioufly infirtuated* 

This conteft is reducible to a very narrow com- 
pals. If the depofing Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan was 
a juft and ncceJTary meafure, every fublequent op * 
poficion to it mu/t be wrong, and highly detrimen¬ 
tal to your intereft, trade, and pofleffions * on the 
contrary, if you deem the depofing Mhir Jaffier 
Aly Khan, an unjuft and unneceflary meafure, the 
reftormg him muft be right, in the eye of ftridfc 
juftice, provided fuch reftoration is lo circum- 
ftanced, as to be brought about without the manC 
telt hazard of ruin to your affairs* On this we 
2 
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join ilfue, and proceed to our proofs* In order to 
which, a ftiort introdu&ion co fatts will be needful. 

In Auguft 1760, Henry Vanfittart, Efqj ar¬ 
rived at Foit William, Bengal, and received the 
government. Your affairs, as well as the ftate of 
the provinces, being in a moft ruinous, intricate, 
and disjointed fituation, Mi. Holwcll thought it an 
indifpenfible duty on'him, to draw up fuch a clear 
reprefentation of thefe matters as fhould afford that 
gentleman an immediate general idea of our poli¬ 
tical ftate at that period—which he accordingly 
did, in the following terms, introduced by a ftioit 
addrefs to your fecret Committee. 

To the Honourable Henry Vansittart, Ufq\ &rc, 
Members of the Selcbt Committee * 

Hon b,p Sir and Sirs, 

A S my health, and the confideration of other 
circumftances, will foon oblige me to requeft 
permiflion ot the Board to lefign the fervice, I beg 
leave, previous to that ftep, to accompany this 
ihort addrefs with fuch remarks and memorials, as 
may convey to the Honourable the Prefident, (fo 
lately arrived among you; a knowledge of the pre- 
fent ftate and fituation of the Company’s affairs, as 
they ftand connefted with, or are dependant on, the 
country government of Bengal. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

J. Z. H, 

MEMORIAL. 

T O form a judgment of the prefent ftate of 
things at Bengal, it will be needful to have 
a retrofpeft to the late revolution of the year 1757* 
when ncceflity, and a juft refentment for the moft 
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cruel injuries, obliged us to enter on a plan to de¬ 
prive Suiajud Dowla of his government* which 
was accordingly done, and Mlur Mahomet Jartier 
Aly Khan, fixed by us at the head erf' die provinces* 
on certain conditions, and under a treaty of alli¬ 
ance, offenfive and defen five, 

A fliort fpace fully proved how unworthy the 
family thus railed to the Subafhip were: the condi¬ 
tions ot the treaty could not be obtained from die 
Suba, without, in amanner, being extorted from him * 
and by a thoufand (hurts and evafions, it was plain* 
no finsle article would ever have been complied 
with, had the Suba been inverted with llrfEcient 
power to prevent it, or could he have diverted 
himfelf of his own fears and apprehensions from our 
refen tment. 


Tunka’s on the lands weie, however, granted 
for payment of the ftipulated lums, at rtated times, 
by which the Roy Royen, (or Collector of the 
Revenues) and the Dewans, Mutfoo lies, &c. (de¬ 
pendents of that office) with every harpy employed 
m the Zemmdary or lands, became our implacable 
enemies; and confequcmly, 

A party was foon 1 ailed at the Durbar, headed 
by the Suba’s fon Mhiran, and Raja Raage flul- 
lob, who were daily planning fehemes, to (hake off 
their dependance on the Rnglifh, and continually 
uiging to the Suba, that until this was ctMed, 
his government was nominal only. The Suba, 
fomething irritated, by the protection given ro 
Raja Doolubram, better known by the name of Roy 
Doolub, and weak and irrefolutc in himfelf, fell 
too loon into thefe fentiments. 

The fiift ftep taken to accomplilh this fcheme 
ot independence, was, to affjffinate ami rut off! 
under one pretence or another, every miniftcr and 

? u C j at ^! c ^ ur ^ ar * whom they knew were at¬ 
tached to the Englifh; to this purpofe, Coju 

ITaady, 
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Haady, and Coffim Aly Khan, firft and fecond 
Buxey, were afiafiTinated m November and Decem¬ 
ber 1758 After many attempts made on the per- 
fons of Rheim Khan and GoLm Shaw, Ins uncle 
and brother, they were at laft obliged to feek an 
afylum with the Shaw Zadda, 1759. Roy Doolub’s 
fon and four brothers were piolcubed, on no ocher 
caufe, but his known inviolable attachment to us j 
this family would have fallen a fact ifice had they 
not been lefened out of the Suba’s hands by force 
of arms. Omhir Beg Khan would, from the lame 
caufe, have fuffered the fame fate, had he not 
given his folemn engagement to quit the kingdom, 
which he accordingly did, in a milerable Rate of 
health, and lived only to ariive at Bufforah. 

The next project of the Durbar, appeared (by 
every fubfeqnent concurring circumflance) to be a 
fecret negotiation with the Dutch, for tianlpoiting 
troops fiom Batavia into thele provinces, that with 
their united force a Rop might be put to the power 
of the Fnglilh. This fcheme was conducted by 
Raja Raage Bullob, on the part of the Suba, and 
by Fookru Toojaar Khan (better known by the 
name ot Coja Wazeed) on the part of the Dutch, 
about Oftober or November 1758, the period when 
the Decan expedition took place under Colonel 
Forde, and your garrifons were much reduced. 

Soon after the provinces were invaded by the 
Shaw Zadda, (undoubted heir to the Mogul em¬ 
pire) on the fide of Patna, and Colonel Clive, with 
the Englifh troops and Seapoys, joined the Suba 
and his army, and by forced nuiches prelerved 
Raiah Ramnaran (Nabob of Patna) Ready in his 
duty, and arrived jufl. in time to lave that city and 
province, and drive the Prince beyond the liver 
KurrumnafTa, and brought the Budgcpoorc, 
countries under fubjeftion. 


The 
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The Piince, more than once, wrote to tW to- 
ncl, offering any terms for the Company and t.uv 
felf, on condition the hnghlh would quit the bub.i, 
and join his arms 5 but the Colonel, thinking it 
incompatible with our treaty of alliance, gave the 
Prince no encouragement. 

At the end of the campaign, in June 1759^ the 
Colonel returned to us ■, and about tiie fame time, 
the Suba and young Nabob Mhiran arrived at 
Muxadabad: both, now, widi full convi&ion of 
our firm attachment to his government and family, 
and of our religious legard to treaties. What fenic 
they retained of thefe obligations, and how long, 
will appear by and by. 

The Suba and his fon, thinking thcmfelvcs now 
better eftablifhed in the government, and A ream'd 
by fuch a poweiful fupport as our arms, let no 
hounds to their cruelties, oppreffions, and ex¬ 
actions from thofe who had any thing tobe plun¬ 
dered of; and thefe barely lcceived a check, from 
the frequent and levere remonflrances of Colonel 
Clive to the Suba, on a conduct, which he foiccold 
him, Miifi, from the general detention of his pcoph\ 
end m the definition oj hinijdfi J amity , and coitntiy ,—- 
His tioops. clamorous tor their pay, whilfl. the 
Suba, m place of appropriating the films he had 
acquired, by repeated aJla/finacions, to the juft 
demands of his Jummautdais and troops, lavifhed 
the fame in boundlefs extravagancies. 

About the latter end of July 17^9, the ydling 
Nabob airived inC.ilcutn, on a pretended vifit to 
the Colonel; but the j cal tlefign was, to negodatc, 
if pofiible, the furrender of Koy Doolub, and two 
or three other articles, given him in charge by his 
father-, fuch as, giving up the Timka lands on 
itcurity,—-borrowing a large fum of moneybut 
in thefe the fon proving unfucerfiful, a member of 
the Boaid and Seledt Committee, was, at his defire. 
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fcnt to accompany him to the city, to reconcile the 
Suba to the negatives his fon had met with at Cal¬ 
cutta, and at the Time time to intimate to him the 
advice we had received, that a large armament was 
fitting out at Batavia, d<.ftined for Bengal, and to 
know his ldolution, in cafe that foice arrived in 
the river. 

He was not to be reconciled to the refnfals his 
fon had met with, but deteimined to try Ins own 
power, and declared his intention to vifit the Colo¬ 
nel himlelf in September, (which he did, but with, 
no more lucccfs) he ft'emed to make light of the 
intelligence touching the Dutch armament, and not 
to give mudi credit to it, though he difeovered 
great peiplexity ■, however, he wrote a letter to the 
Colonel, demanding our alliilance, by vntuc of 
the treaty of alliance, in cale the Dutch troops came 
inio the river. 

The armament from Batavia auived during his 
vifit at Calcutta *, his ftay after that was fliort, his 
mind feemed much embarrafied, and his whole 
iublequent conduit gave moft undoubted proofs, 
that the Dutch force was arrived at his invitation 5 
that fuch were the fentiments of Colonel Clive and 
his Council, appears fi om the narrative of our con- 
teft with the Dutch, November 1759, tranfmitted 
to the Court of Directors, and to our leveral Ad¬ 
mirals : a perufal of this narrative will convince the 
impartial, that the Suha’s behaviour on this occa- 
fion, was a moft flagitious breach of the treaty of 
alliance; and that no terms whatever fhould have 
been preferved with him after fuch treachery and 
ingratitude; to which we may add, by way of il- 
luftration, the fubfequent farces carried on between 
the Nabobs and the Dutch, even until the month 
of July 1760, as fet forth in the feveral letters 
between Mr. Holwell and the Refident at Morad- 
JJaag, on this fubjedt, to which I refer 5 wheie it 

will 
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will appear molt manifcll, th if the Suba r\ 
intentions never were to oppoie ilnde jKople, them, 
he was from time to lime calling upon us, end d 
manding affiftance, by virtue of the treaty of all 
ancefubfifting between him and the Enghih ;— 
witnefs the private orders and inftruftions given i 
his fon-in-law, Mhir Mahomet Coflim Aty Kiwi 
fo oppofite to the public orders given to amufe ar 
deceive us, when he was fent down to dcmolifh tl 
new works at Chinfura, the apparent delay in whic 
drew much cenfure upon that General, until tl 
truth was known* 

In the beginning of the year 1760, the Shr 
Zadda invaded the provinces again, with a fort 
more refpettable than in the preceding one, bot 
in troops and commanders, by the revok of Con 
gar Khan, Golam Shaw, Rheim Khan, and others 
the Suba, by this time, having made huntelf arv 
family fo univerfally hated, that we may Ju(Wy ft) 
there was hardly a man in the province that did at 
wtth fuccefs to the Prince, 

Colonel Clive refigned the government early i 
February 1760, about which time the Morattor 
entered the province from the iouthward, and pc 
netrated Burdomaan countiy, making a confide 
table diverlion in favour of the Prince ; the Sub* 
demanded a body of our troops, Seapoys and liele 
artillery, for defence of his country, to join his 
army under the command of Mhir Coflim Aly 
Khan; which were granted :—but here the iervice 
expefted, and intended by this united force, was 
intirelv fruflrated, by the pnfillanimous and con¬ 
tradictory orders from the Suba to that General, 
which ended at laft in commanding him to advance 
towards Cutwah, for the defence of the city, in 
place of ordering him- to march to the fbutthward, 
againft the Morat-tors, to drive them 00c of the 
country: and this in oppofitioa to the ftrongeffc 
3 remonftrances 
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rcmonftrances made againft it, by Mr. Holwcll and 
Mhir Coffim Aly Khan: thus the country fell 
prey to the Morattors, and a total flop was put to 
the collection ot our Tunkas, on which was our 
dependence and expectation, for the fervice of the 
year, (VtiU Militaiy Correspondence, Feb. and 
Mar. 1760 ) 

Our troops, under command of Major Caillaud, 
in conjunction with the Suba’s army, commanded 
by his fon Mhiran, had taken the field lome time 
before Colonel Clive’s departure for Europe, and 
Shaped their rout towards Patna, whilfl the Suba 
remained in the neighbourhood of Rajamaal, a 
check upon Cuddeirn IIofTein Khan, Nabob of 
Purnea. 

A regular and particular detail of the tranfaCtions 
of this laborious campaign, will not be expected 
here, as the progrefs of it will prelent itfelf in the 
cotirle of the nuhtary correl'pondence, laid before 
the StleCt Committee; therefore general remarks 
on the fuccds, clleCls, and probable confequences, 
will fuffice. 

This campaign, like the former ones, produced 
no definitive action, or ftroke, to lay the leafl: 
foundation of peace to the provinces: in the courfe 
of it, three morally fure, and important oppor¬ 
tunities, were loft by the cowardice of both Na¬ 
bobs.—The firft, when Mhiran refufed to join 
M^jor Caillaud with his horfe, in the immediate 
purfuit of the Prince, when defeated near Patna;— 
The fecond, when the Suba refufed to comply 
with the Major’s requeft and demand, to crofs his 
horfe over Burdomaan river, to attack the Prince, 
when united with Subabuc, the Morattor general.— 
And the third, when in the laft purfuit or Cuddeirn 
Hoflein Khan, the young Nabob refufed to lead or 
detach his horfe to the Major’s afliftance, by which 
a general action might have been brought on; but 
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on thft contrary, kept himfclf encamped above 3 
mile in the Major's iear, as if his intentions were 
to leave our troops, without hoile, a laciilicc to 
the enemy. 

-On*the near approach of the Major to Patna, lift 
received a Plurmaund from the Prince, of which 
he advifed the Board, and promtied to forward a 
copy i but no wonder that, in the courfo of fo ex¬ 
traordinary and fatiguing a campaign, It lhould 
efcape his memory.—On the Slww Ztdda's arrival 
in the Bierboheen country, (after the unexpected 
march he formed upon his defeat near Patna) the 
Prefident received intelligence that the Suba had 
actually a Vackeel in his camp i and that he was 
negotiating a feparate treaty for himfelf* This 
appeared eo have fo dangerous a tendency, that any 
means were eligible to obtain the truth* 

The kte Prefident, • by a third hand, Cau fed 
Aflud Jtimmfl Khan, Raja of Bierboheen, And his 
uncle Comgar Khan, to be wrote to, on this fubjeft 
of the Suba’s Vackeel and treaty.—This irton pro¬ 
duced a Phirmaund fiom the Prince, inclofing 
copy of the Suba's Arzdafht. The PrdiJent made 
no reply to the Phiimaund, but returned a fliort 
one to Comgar Khan's lctier, (winch accompanied 
the PImtnaund) intimating, ili.it copies wcie of 
little validity, where originals were in bemg. 

A few days before the Prince began his retreat 
from the hills, the Prefident received a freond 
l’hirmaund from him, incloling original Arzdaftit 
from the Suba.—All that can be laid for or againifc 
belief being given either to the authenticity of the 
copy or the original, will appear on the face of 
the coivefporidence, in two letters from the Prefi¬ 
dent to the Major, under dates the 2 id and 24th 
of laft Apiri, and to Mr. Ha flings the Refident at 
Morad-baag, the 20th of the fame rinonth 1 to- 
rhde, we (nay further remark, that if thfty were 

forgeries. 
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forgeries, they have yet corroborating fignatures 
of truth j and the whole tenor of the Suba*s con¬ 
duct mofc exaftly tallies with the terms of the 
Arzdafht (or petition), But to refume the courfe 
of the campaign to the prefent time. 

Patna is ldieved and fecured for the prefent— 
Cuddeim 1 lofiem Khan is depoied from his govern^ 
ment of Purnea, and drove out of the countiy, 
but with all his tieafure and valuable effedts, to 
the reproach and infamy of the young Nabob’s 
memory *, lb that after the rains he will eafily join 
the Prince, with theeffential linewsof war, money, 
the only thing he Hands in need o! to enable him 
to lurrafs the pi evinces five yeais longer. 

The young Nabob is taken off by lightening,— 
and our troops arc gone into quaneis, after having 
done' as much or more than could have been 
expedled from men fo wretchedly fupported, bv 
tholr for whole prdervation they endured every 
diftrefs and fatigue, and braved variety of deaths,— 

The Prince has found means to preferve himfelf 
and forces, a footing on this fide the Sone, and 
in-the neighbourhood of Patna: it is faid. Corn- 
gar Khan has forfaken the caufe of the Prince, 
Whlth appears moft improbable*, not only on 
account that he has no ocher chance for reim- 
burfing himfelf, but perfeverance 5 but'alfo, be- 
caefe we have undoubted intelligence that 3000 
of his troops have joined his nephew, AfiTud Jum- 
ma Khan, who has thrown off his allegiance to the 
Subs.—Thefe troops are certainly lodged, to make 
an early and important diverfion, at the opening 
of the next campaign, by entering the Burdomaan 
country as foon as the Prince begins to be in 
motion to the northward; and thus our fupplies 
from thence will be again cut off, and the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs reduced to the laffc extremity of 
diltrefs, unlefs the approaching Ihips of the feafon * 
C 2 relieve 
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iclieve us, or the whole Tunica's on thole land* he 
collected dur.ng the rains,— The Utter is hardly 
pofiible, and the former carries very little proba¬ 
bility with it,—The Uft propofal from die Suba, 
to pay our balances, and refume his lands, is 
devoudy to be wilhed, but it is to be feared he 
has no meaning in it. 

The various reafons urged again ft fupporting 
the pre&nt government longer, on the plan we 
have been fome time purfuing, to the heavy injury 
* of the Company, with various expedients to relcue 
them from their manifeft approaching ruin, are 
let forth at large in the military correfpoodencc— 
in letters from the Prefident to Major Caillaud, 
under dates the 24th and 25th of May, and 14th 
of June, and 3d of July -,^to Mr. Amyat, under 
dates the 25th and 30th of May, and ifl July*, 
to Mr. Haftings, under dates the 24th of May* 
and 30th of June, and 5th and 8th July, 

The fudden death of the young Nabob, if madt 
a proper ufe of, feems to point oul a middle way, 
if things are not gone too far already, to admit 
any other alternative than diveiling this family 
bom the government altogether.—Vide the Prefi- 
dent’s letter to Mr Hading'?, of the itfch July, 
and to Major Caillaud, of the 2bth, on the fub* 
je£t of a fuccelfoi to the young Nabob’j palls.— 

J. Z. H. 

The foregorng Memorial, we believe, would 
carty iufficient conviction with it, to dtehlifh our 
three polirions* were we to go no t,otherthe 
f.ifts there ftated are faithfully recited, and without 
exaggeration: if they are not, we are Open to 
detection, from one fide or ocher of the prelcnt 
divi/Ion in the Court of Direftors j there arc lead¬ 
ing members in both parties, who can have 
. recuurfe to the face of their records of coniuitaticm 
and committee proceedings. 
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As the feveral charges laid againft Mhir Jaffier 
Aly Khan, in this Memorial, may, by being too 
much divided, not appear fo clear and intelligible 
as wc could with, though fufficiently fo for whom 
it was chen drawn , we fhall, for your more ready 
comprehenfion, throw the whole into a regular 
cunne&ion as follows:—That, very loon after his 
advancement, he iclulved ro reduce that power 
which railed him to wealth and princely grandeur, 
—That, in order to effeft it, he began (by bafe 
aflaflinations, or other methods) to cut off, and 
drive out of the provinces, every officer and per- 
fon of impoitance whom he had the leaft caufe to 
furniife favoured our intereft, oi were attached to 
us.—That he had been fcarce feated in his govern¬ 
ment, when he entered into a fccret negotiation 
with the Dutch, to introduce an armament in 
the ProvinCs*s, to counteraft and deftroyour power 
and influence j—a mejfure as wicked as foolilh.— 
That he was guilty of the deepeft deceit and 
treachery towards us, his benefa&ors and allies, in 
repeated inftances,—That, whilft our officers and 
ttoops were flittering every diftrefs, and hazard of 
their lives, m defence of him, his fon, and country, ‘ 
our commander in chief was balely and trcacher- 
oufly deforced, at three different periods, by father 
and fon.—Th«’t he meditited a l'ep.'rate, fccret, 
treaty with the Shaw Zadda, and offaed tofacrificc 
\is to the Pi nice, Lmt was not (happily for us) 
believed, or heard.—That the whole term of his 
•Government w.*$ an uniform chain of cruelty, 
tyranny and oppreflion,—That (over and above 
what is charged againft him in the Memorial) he 
meditated, and was near carrying into execution, 
an infamous fccret treaty with the Morattors, which 
would have proved the total dcftruction of the 
country, if it had not been timely prevented,— 
That he threw every poffible lent and hindrance in 

C 3 our 
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our way, in the colle&ion of our Tunka\—That 
he encouraged, and winked at, the oblbuchom 
given to the free cutrency of our Calcutta Sift A v 
By which, at times, the Company 1 offered heavy 
Ioffes.— 

Each of thefe charges is a violation of that trc.itv 
which put Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan in poflVffnm of 
a government of more value than many kingdoms 
of Europe, fupportecl by us at the expence of our 
blood, until it became a lcandal and reproach tp 
our name and nation.—But it is time we proceed 
to other proofs than bare after do ns: Thcl'e we (hall 
take from the correi’pondcnce fo often leferred to \ 
and if, in the icvcral vouchers we exhibit to you, 
fome parts of your affairs Ihould be laid more open 
than you, or rather your Court of Directors, wiflh— 
the nccefiity muft pleddour apology i faithfully aflur- 
mg you, that we will only touch on fuch. matters as 
may be abfolutely requifite to fupport our charge. 

Governor Clive departing for Europe the 8th 
of February, 1760, Mr. Holwell fucceeded by 
his rank to the government ; the eftablifhed com¬ 
mittee entrufled with the conduct of all political 
occurrences, with the country government, con- 
lifted of the Piefident, Peter Amydtt, Efq, Ma- 
jo ( r Caillaud, W. B. Sumner, Kftj; and W, Mac- 
guire, Efq, The Major and Mr. A my ate abicnf, 
the one in the field, the other chief at Patna.—We 
lhall open our proofs with a letter from the Prcfi- 
dent to the Major, and that gentleman’s anfwcr, 
as the correspondence between Mr. Holwell and 
Major Caillaud was only on public affairs, which 
having long ceafed to be of a fccret nature, we 
think we cannot be juftly accufed of any breach 
of propriety in publilhing any part of thatcorre* 
ipondence which the public information calls for 1 
especially, as whatever we lhall produce from this 
quarter, will redound to that gendeman’s honour. 
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To John Caillaujd, Efy 

SIR, Fort n'llhaar, 15th Febiuary, 1760. 

I Congratulate your iuecefs in the rcduflion of 
Cuddeim IJoirein Khan, the particulars of 
which I leceived iiom the Nabob, and dilpatchcd 
them ini mediately to the Colonel, though fear too 
laie for his receiving that fatisfadhon: he was a 
good deal anxious on this head, as he feared u 
might have been the caufe of delaying youi advance 
towards Rahih Ramnarain. 

Subnt at the head of about 3000 horfe and a 
few foot, has advanced as far as Midnaporc, and 
given a general alarm to the cuuntiy $ they de¬ 
manded their chout, if they come with further 
views, their dcligns arc not yet manifefted.—Ru¬ 
mour, without any foundation, fays, that Roy 
Doolub has cncojr.iged their march ■, be it fo or 
not, I have thought it ncceilary to have a more 
than ulual watchful eye over him at this juncture. 
—I have wrote the Nabob on the fubjedt of the 
Suburbs advance ■, and gave it him as my opinion, 
that as he has now nothing to appiehemi from 
Purnea, he jfhould return to his capital,—If you 
judge the fervice to the northward will admit of 
fuchaftep, you will enforce it* Your con efpon*- 
dence will ever afford a real plcafuro to Ium, who 
is with much efteem, Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 

To the Honourable J. Z. Holwel l, Eff, Prefident 
and Governor of Fort William. 

SIR, Camp Sbabfadapore , Feb. 27, 1760. 

J r Have been honoured with your obliging favour 
L of the 15th inftant; you may be allured of 
nding. In me a punctual correfpondent, both from 
inclination and duty. 

C 4 The 
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The pait of your letter, Sir, with regard to R< 
Doolub, I have anfwered fully in the general Jett 
which accompanies this.—I ftiould have firft wrr 
on the fubjedt, had you not prevented me i and a 
almoft convinced, that, on further examinatio 
we fliall find that both your fufpiclons and ml 
are true and juft ■, indeed the Letter to the Sha 
Zadda, of which I fend the copy, would be qui 
fufficient to condemn him, were it not that thr 
is a pofiibility of its being formed by the Nafcx 
on purpofe, who is, from principle^ very capable 
doing that , or any other infamous action to gain l 
ends.—I ftialL, however, fufpend my jutlgmer 
until your examination is over.—The pfecautioi 
you have taken were highly judicious *, for thouf; 
the proofs againft him may not, on trial, appe 
fo clear as we could with for our fatisfaftion ; y 
he is ftill a perfon to be fufpe&ed, and of coni 
quence cannot be too narrowly or ftfi&ly watefie 

Your opinion, with regard to the Nabob's retu 
co the Capital, agreed perfectly with mine ; I h, 
advifed him to that ftep before the receipt of yo 
letter, and have fince enforced it on yourjud 
ment:—he may eafily, if he pleafes, put an ei 
to this beginning of trouble, if he will puri'ue tl 
proper methods, and pay them their choyc; bi 
indeed, fo dilatory is his condudl in every refped 
and particularly where payments of money are t 
be made, that I iiippofe he will put it olF, unt 
they come with iucli a force as will oblige him t< 
it, but that not until they have done as mut 
damage to the country as will amount to doubl 
their tribute regularly paid. 

The more I fee of the Nabob, the more I ar 
ponvinced, that he muft be ruined in fpite of ol 
our endeavours, if he doth not alter his prefen 
meafures—He is neither loved nor fcartd fey hi 
troops or his people j he negleifts fecuring the on 
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by the badnefs of his payments, and he wants 
fpirit and fteadinefs to command the other.—As no 
one knows him better than you, Sir, no one is 
more proper to give him the necefifary advice on 
the occafion; nor can you too forcibly or fre¬ 
quently rcpiefent to him, the fatal coniequenccs, 
if he perfifts in his folly. Believe me, Sir, with 
truth and relpect, 

Your obedient and obliged humble Servant, 

J. C\ 

Our reafon for introducing the firft of thefc 
letters is for fake of the reply, and to do 
honour to the good ienfr and penetration of that 
gentleman; who could fo early, and on fo fhort 
an intercom le with him, form a confummate judg¬ 
ment of that weak and infatuated man •, in which 
he had caufe to be confirmed, day by dav.—We 
have only further to lemark, on the fubjeft qf this 
letter, that on the ftrnSteft examination into the 
fuppofed letter of Roy Doolub to the Shaw Zadda, 
faid to be intercepted by the Suba’s Harkarahs, 
(or fpys) it was proved a palpable forgery of the 
Suba, to get him delivered into his hands hoping 
thereby to get the plunder of a Corore of Rupees. 
*—An attempt fimilar to this, he made in Colonel 
Clive’s time, againlt the fame perfon, but was 
fli^imefully detected; and fure, none but him could 
ever have thought of it again, 

*Ta Mr, 'Warren Hastings, Rejident of 
Morad Baag. 

SIR, Fort TFillim , a ad Feb. 1760. 

1 Wrote by the Nabob’s Harkarahs laft night, 
and this morning received your favour of the 
a 3 th, and obfeived, by the Nabob’s repeated 
anxieties concerning Subuc, that bis intelligence on 
that head is very imperfeft; it is true he has pof- 
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felled himfelf of Midnapore, but yet th 
appears not: the lcaft foundation for his luppu 
advance to die city:—He himfelf remains at M 
papore, fame of liis people are advanced to L In 
dercona, and a very few to Bowannyparc, bin i 
a man of his one foot to the notthward of t! 
place: if he ever had any defigu of nurvlung 
the city, the advance of our troops to join Coll 
Aly Khan, and my putting Roy Dooluh under 
afreft, may probably have pur a Hop to it, ihou 
it neveo* appeared to me ho had forces with h 
equal to fuch an attempt,*—Things thus circu 
ftanced, I mull differ from you in opinion tou< 
ing Coflim Aly Khan*s march to the city with t 
troops; as it appears to me more eligible, that 
throws himfelf between them and the city at 
great a diftance from the latter as poflible, by wh 
Jlep he will have it in his power, cither to mai 
dewtv and force Subut to quit Midnapore, 
retreat towards the city at laft j but it is very cl 
to me, Subut will withdraw as loon as Coflun u 
Khan begins his march.—-I am, Sir, 

Your moll obedient Servs 

J.Z. 


So John Caillaud, Rfq j 

, S 1 R, Fort William , 24th Feb* iy( 

L EST the general confufion and apprchi 
, lions of the approach of Subut and his M 
rattors, which how reign in the city of MuxadaU: 
Ihould Ipread to the northward, and affect yc 
operations, 'I judge it nece/fory you fhoukl 
acquainted with the real fee of this circumftam 
- On the Nabobs departure from the city. Sub 
began his march from BaUaforc, and after a (h< 
conflict with Koofall Sing, polTcjTed himfelf of Mi 
napore, and fent fmall detached parties to feize on t 
2 count 
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country round him j one of which advanced as far as 
Chundercona, and another as far as Bowannypore, 
where they ftill remain without a man advancing a 
foot further to the northward ; his whole force con- 
lifts of about 1000 vagabond hoifc, and half as many 
foot: This force, by the timidity of fome, and 
Foguery of others at the city, has been magnified 
to ten tunes the number i and fear has taken fuch 
total pofleflion of the people there, that they ima¬ 
gine him and his troops within an horn’s march of 
them ■, oui Gentlemen at Cofiirobuzar, and Mo- 
rad-baag, feem, by their letters, to be alio under 

the greateft a pp rehen [ions,-Coffim Aly Khan* 

who has juft now taken his leave of me, takes the 
field to-moriow with about 1500 of the Nabob’s 
troops j we have judged it needfary, at the Na¬ 
bob’s requeft, to reinforce him with the detach¬ 
ment intended for you, and 100 Europeans more, 
200 Seapoys, and two field pieces: the whole have 
been encamped lome days at the Trench gardens, 
and I doubt not but their firft motion will icftore 
the tranquillity of the city and country, I am 
moft truly, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. 2 . H, 

We propofe by thefe two letters to point out 
the putillanimity and folly of the Suba, in order¬ 
ing the troops under Cofiim Aly Khan to march 
towards Cutwah and the city, by which unfor-, 
tnnate meaiurc, the Burdoipaan country was aban¬ 
doned, and left a prey to Sybut and his handful 
of raggamuffin Morattors, to the irreparable ftain 
and dilgrace of the Suba’s government, and heavy 
diftrds of yourfervants-, whole whole dependance for 
fupply was from the Tunkas (or alignments) upon 
that diftnft—as before remarked in the Memorial. 
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Ta Mr* Warren Hastings* 
SIR, Fort WfllfaW) Sth March, 17 


^ - 

which I find the Nabobs incelfiizeiice is a* bad 
it has been hitherto, with refptft to Subut and 
Morattors, who have gained foine footing m t 
country, and eclat fiom no caufe, but the Nabol 
fupinenefs and conrradiftoiy oitleis ro his Ibn-i 
Jaw Coflim Aly Khan.—You mention the Natal 
having fent a Harkarah with your letter, who h 
feen Rafbeharry, &c. in Subut’s camp, but 1 
iuch Harkarah is come, and there was very got 
reafon for it * he had impofed on the Nabob \ at 
the fellow who brought your letter tells me, ti 
other was ordered to accompany him, but left hii 
after they were difpatched he believed he went 1 
Subyt’s army—the fame intelligence I had font n 
hi an anonymous letter from Ballafore, rclpc<£tin 
Rafbeharry, & c . and of Roy Doolub’s having fer 
Subut money, for which I could not, on th 
n< ^c^L enquny, find the leaft foundation.—O. 
my nric intelligence, I ordered Rafbeharry to h 
rought befo'e mej he has been long dangeroufii 
ill, and I could venture to fwear he has never beer 
©ut of Calcutta fince November* On the reccipj 
of your letter, I had him brought to me yeflcrday 
agjitn at the manifeft hazaid of his life.—From the 

iudsfcf rff ty i? f th ' s , im f IIi 6 en ". let the Nabob 
J „7f c f. he reft - and let him be famfied, that la 

R^ram tFh A Subut > neit her Roy Doclob nor 
_] , m "f 11 *“ TC «their power to inmre him. 

1 have turned all his armed people out of the 
fe dement (excepting a few for the fervtce of his 

ftrS mmrd” G H“ anaI l J - th * “* botb ondw th * 
1 ittelt guard, and at his own requeft, to quiet 

the 
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the Nabob’s' fufpicions, he moves this day into a 
houfe next to the Armenian church—He writes me 
to put Roy Doolub in fetters, a difgrace I cannot 
think of inflicting, without being guilty of a breach 
of the facred laws of protection granted him, unlefs 
a proved violation on his fide juttifics it; in that 
cafe, I will not only put him in irons, but fend 
him directly to the Nabob.—It has been hinted to 
me, whether by the Nabob’s authority or know¬ 
ledge, I will not fay, that a prefent of four Lack 
was ready for me, provided I would deliver him 
up, or that I might make my own terms. Should 
any intimation of this kind be infinuated to you, 
I requeft you would return the lame reply I did, 
that I would not be guilty of iuch an aCtion for 
four Corore.—.—I am, Sir, 

Your molt obedient Servant, 
J. Z. H- 


To John Caii.laud, Efy 

SIR, Fort William , nth March, iydb. 

I AM favoured with yours of the 27th ulr. 
With refpeCt to my lenuments of Roy Dooluh, 
you have them in part in our public letter of this 
date; to which 1 will here add, that I am very 
fenfible there are probable appearances that he has 
given fome underhand encouragement, both to the 
Shaw Zadda and the Morattors ; yet whilft proofs 
are not plain againfl: him, I think we cannot pro¬ 
ceed further than we have, conflftenc with the ftrlt 
plan of politics we fet out with when this man had 
our protection given him. One ruling motive to 
the Nabob’s having him in his hands, is ifloft cer¬ 
tainly his wealth ; but he is ftill fwayed by a much 
greater, to wit, that we fhoulJ not have fo ftrong 
a check over him as our detention of Roy Doolub 
qyer will be. The protection given him is (next 
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to our troops) the bcft fccuriry we h.ur for tht 
Nabob*s good behaviour* The letter reiVsird tt 
in the general loiter, was one lent d jwh to t!v 
Colonel; it was laid to be wroic by I<n\ IhviluV 
to Coja Hnddy; the purport to cut the Nakil' 
off,—but the Colonel affined me the lottery o) 
the letter was fo palpable and icandalmis that 11 
ought to deftroy the cieJic of any iutnre attempt 
from that quarter; and luch aie the UMtbns jfii\nnl 
this year, in the felt'ift Committee^ Inter to the 
Company, for the protection granted and cc-nti- 
tiued to Roy Doolub, that we cannot confidently 
or prildently give him up, without the mod glui ■ 
ing proofs againft him. The judgment you have 
formed of the Nabob is too juft; weaknefs, irre- 
folution, fufpiuon, and (confcquerttly ) cruelty, 
form his difpofition. What but the iffuc you pre 
di<ft; can refult from thefe, when joined to a moil 
ungracious and infolent demeanor, which has mi It 
him umveifally hated and defpii’ed ? VVc niufl 
however fuppoit him and his government as lony 
as we poffibly can, without involving ourldvtJi 
and employers in his ruin ; when this appears, ii 
will be tune to think a little further, as I judge 
there is no treaty fubfiftmg between us can exad 
that facrifice,^—I am. Sir, 

’ 11 Your mod obedient humble Servant, 

j. 2. a 


Ito PEtER AmVatt, Eff, 

S IR r Calcutta , nth March, 

tp OR GIVE my late reply to your favour of 
X the 24th ulc. You know the plague ami 
hurry attending the difpatch of our lad fliip,- ami 
will therefore attribute my neglefb to the real ami 
only caule, and not as proceeding from any difir- 
t gard of your obliging letters, for which I requtd 

you 
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you will accept my very fincere thanks; and per¬ 
mit me to affure you I fliall receive your correspon¬ 
dence and commands with much pleafure, and be 
glad, on my part, in every lhape, to promote 
every view you have or may have, either to the 
public or yourown private advantage. Your fitua- 
tion, I believe, has been difagrecable enough; by 
exprcls intelligence this morning, I leain, the 
Prince has efcaped the Major’s vigilance, and is 
advancing this way, and that the Major is match¬ 
ing back to fccure the pafies, In this I fear the 
Prince will have too much the flart of him *, 
llioukl this prove the cafe, matteis will begin to 
grow ferious, and the face of things in this pro¬ 
vince require your eaily fentiments on this fubjedt. 
I intreat you efteem me with great truth, Sir, 1 

Your mod: obedient Servant, 
J.*Z. H. 

To Mr. Warren Hastings. 

SIR, Calcutta, 15th March, 1760. 

I YESTERDAY received your letter of the 1 ith 
from Coffimbuzar, advifing me of the intended 
march of the Nabob to Sukragully. I wrote you 
I think the 12th at night and inclofed you a letter 
to the.Nabob, and copy of it For your pcrnfal, as 
alfo copy of Subut’s letter to me, which I inebfed 
to the Nabob. I have kept irt readmefs ibo £u- 
jopeans more to join Capt. Spears, being hourly 
in expectation of the Nabobs inilructions to be 
joined by his command; but as yet I have not 
had a line firom him on the fubjedt of the Shaw 
Zadda’s unexpedled motion towards the paffes. 
Cdfiim Aly Khan with Capt. Spear’s command, 
was at Bnrdwan yeflerd iy *, if he continues thus 
dilatory and inactive, and I receive no dfcmand for 
troops from the Nabob, I will certainly fend Capr. 

York® 
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Yorke with a fepaiate command of } oi Em<>- 
peans, field arcilleiy, and kupuys, duvet *v into 
the Kirpy countiy, whcie our (yimiaitiih and *\u- 
rungs are daily plundered. I long lm Jiiv r r:» 
advices from you. Wc have no uiudhj/enec lie,:.: 
die Major, later dian the 6th from Dcuni.ipo.c. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moll obedienr, humble Servant, 

J. /. 1 i. 


l lo M \ Warren Hasting*. 

SIR, Calcutta, 21ft March, 

F ROM the accounts I have had from the Com* 
mtfiary andCapt. Spears, the monthly expences 
of this expedition cannot be lets than 50,000 
rupees. You eftimate wrong in kippofing tin- 
force lefs than one-fourth of the Majoi’s. It 
exceeds his in Europeans, and is on the whole one 
thoufand ; therefore requeft you will prds the Na¬ 
bob, as the Hate of our treafury is very low, by 
our contmual current expences, and total ltop to 
our Tunkas. Tht-fe you are to obl’erve, are the 
incident chaiges of the expedition, exdufive of the 
pay of the troops. And I once more requeft you 
inlift on the Nabob’s making an immediate remit¬ 
tance, to enable me to fupporr the expedition, or 
he will lay me under an unavoidable nccdficy ot 
recalling the troops into garrifon. He writes me 
to order the troops to join him. I have already 
advifed him thofe orders aie lent to Capt. Spears, 
the moment he receives his fummons; in contra¬ 
diction to this, I laft night received a letter from 
N^r. Watts, of the i8th at night, informing me 
that Coflim Aly Khan had jufl then received orders 
from the Nabob, to march againll Subut, and pits 
vent, if poflibje, his advance to Bierboheen* His 
irrefolution and fupinenefs, I much feat, will prove 

hi* 
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his dcflruflion at laft, in fpite of our utmoft endea- 
vdms to fave him. I fee it will behove us to think 
of guatding againft our bein£ involved in the fame 
ruin. 

I am froirt good authority informed, that the 
Nabob has difpatchcd a tiufty peifon with an abje£t 
petition to the Piince, who was, the 23d of the 
Moon, at Deingeer , that the perfon and petition 
is theie with him. The purport of the petition 
runs thus : £C "That on advices reaching him that 
u the Morattors intended to enter the country by 
“ the way of Patna, he had fent his Ion and the 
“ Major to oppofe them; that it never was his 
“ intention to oppofe his Majefty’s arms, to whom 
u he was an old profdTed Have; but by the evil 
“ counfels of Rajahram, Narain, his fon Mhlran, 
<£ and the Major, had afted contrary to his in ten- 
£t tions and oulers; and that if the Prince defired it, 
££ he was ready lo furrcndei himftlf to his plealiue.” 

If thefe ate lus tricks, you will, I doubt not, 
think wuh me, it is time we fhould look to the 
Company and ourfelves. What makes me the lefs 
hefitate in my belief of the abo\ e, is my knowledge 
of his fcheme of fending Jaffier Cooley Khan on the 
like errand,- before the Colonel went, which he 
then dropt on a threatening letter from the Colo¬ 
nel, which by his order I di&ated to the Moon- 
fhee. I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, humble Servanr, 

j. z. a 


To CaptaIn Spea&$. 

SIR, Calcutta* *22d March, 1760. 

V ARIOUS difficulties intervening, have re¬ 
tarded the march of your reinforcement under 
Capt. Pifcher until now; though I think this even¬ 
ing or to-morrow morning will be the lateft of their 

D ftay. 
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ftay. The artillery and feapoys have been eroded* 
thefe two days, Capt. Fifcher will have orders to 
take the neareft rout to join you at llurdomaan; 
but as I have reafon to think you may by this 
time be joined by the old Nabob* and are advancing 
to the fouthward or fouth-weft, you will be careful 
from time to time to difpatch advices to- Capt. 
Fifcher of your intended rout. It would not be 
amifs if you report this reinforcement much 
(Stronger than it is. You have given me no advice 
of your having lecelvcd the commiflion I fent you, 
impowering you to hold general court-martials. 
Agreeably to your requeft, I have given Mr. Watts 
permifiion to pay the recruits the remainder of tire 
bounty-money, if you and he think it absolutely 
neceffary. Dr. Steward is appointed an additional 
fnrgeon for your command. Notwithftandingthe 
orders you have already received, fhould you, upor 
any unforefeen emergency, receive orders from Ma 
jor Caillaud to join him, you are to pay immediate 
obedience to fuch orders, or any otheis you maj 
receive from him, touching the cond-udt of, o 
conducing the troops undei your command. Ant 
here I think it necefiary to explain to you, tha 
although, as auxiliaries to the Nabob, you are t( 
pay regard touching the detonation of your tioop 
for the defence of his government, yet fhould yoi 
fee a probability of your coming to a&ion witl 
any of his enemies, you are, with lefpeft to a pro 
per difpofition of your troops, to pay no regard ti 
any orders you may receive from him on that head 
but in conjundlion with your "Captains and officers 
in a council of war, determine on fuch difpofition 
as aie mod likely to give fuccefs and honour to th 
arms of your count! y, If the Nabob and hi 
army join you, you are to take the mofl partietda 
care to have no communication whatever betwee 
his troops and yours to which end you mu 
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always encamp at proper diftance from him, and 
by no means, in the ufual courfe of your march, 
permit his troops to take the lead, unlefs you 
judge it neceflary at any time, that advanced parties 
of his cavahy fliould piecede your van. You are 
not only ever to be on your guaid againft afurprize 
from the enemy, but all'o againft treachery from 
the Nabob himfelf; for which precaution I have 
my particular reafons: but you are likewife to have 
the ftrifleft guard upon yourfelf, that no fufpi- 
cions of this kind ei'eape you unto any one, unlefs 
you fliould have cauie fuificient to lay them before 
a feletft council of war, confuting of your Captains 
only. 

I heartily wifh you a fuccefsful campaign, and 
expeft to have as frequent intelligence from you as 
poflible. Sir, 

1 Your moft humble Servant, J. Z. H. 

To Mr. Hu oh Watts. 

SIR, Fort William , 29th March, 1760. 

I HAVE before me yourfavouis of the 20th, 
21ft, and 24th inftanc. The Nabob’s incon- 
fiftencies and irrefolution continue very uniform, 
and will in the end prove his ruin, unlefs he has 
better luclc than he deferves. By a letter I have 
juft received from him, he now feems to think the 
Prince will enter by the way of Bicrboheen, and 
Lecra Koonda, and tells me he intends joining 
your party foon, and will advance that way to 
oppofe him. I enclofe you copy of the letter I 
dilpatchcd fome days ago to the Rajah of Bierbo- 
heen, and have by Capt. Fifcher fent you a fupply 
of 15,000 funwad rupees. 

I have wrote this morning to the Nabob, enjoin¬ 
ing him to fecure fome advantageous poft near 
Burdwan, where he may have it in his option to 

D 2 fight 
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fighter not, and with equal facility flop the ad 
vance of the Prince from Bieiboheen, or of Subui 
from the fouthwards, but-by no means to be pio 
voked to fight before the Major joins him. If tht 
Nabob advances beyond the Dumimdah, the pait) 
of Morattws which fell on your rear, will moll 
probably pufii for the city, where their 600 will, 
in the fears of the people, fwell to as many thou- 
fands. As to the Subut, I think I can depend on 
the intelligence I have of his having taken the road 
from Biflnapoie towards Bydenant, to join the 
Prince. I have wrote howevci to the Nabob, and 
advifed him, fhould he hold his refutation of 
marching with our troops to Bietboheen, to take 
care that he leaves a trnfty and capable officer, 
with as ftrong a body of cavaliy as he can lpare, 
at Cutwah, to defend that key to the city s and to 
the fame purport I lhall due&ly difpatch a letter 
to the Roy Royen. I am, Sir, 

Your moft humble Servant, J. Z, H. 

Captain Maciclean. 

SIR, Fort William , Maich 30, 1760. 

I N confequence of your nddrefs to the Board 
from Gangam, under date the 7th inftant, 
which reached us the 24th, I judged you within a 
few days march of Calcutta, and difpatchud to 
you a letter the 26th at night, adviling you that 
Major Cailkud, with ourfoices, were in the field, 
fomewheie about the Bierboheen country j and that 
you fhould follow all fuch ordeis as you might 
receive from him, whether with 1 efpeet to joining 
him with your command, or othet wile rripetting 
the conduct of your march. By a letter received 
late laft night from our refident at Cuttack, I have 
the pleafure of knowing you were ariived within 
half an hour of that city, which makes it needful 

1 fhould 
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I fliould give you a fhoit flute of things, as they 
are now circumftanced, for the guidance of your 
future conduct.—The Shaw Zadda, with a confi- 
derable army, chiefly hoife and without aitillery, 
is advanced at the bade of the lulls, with intention 
to enter this province by the way of the Bierboheen 
or Patchcet, to fubveit this government. Subnt 
(whofe force is larely much inciealcd by meeting 
no oppoficion to the fouthwaid) at the head of 
5 or 6000 Moiatta horfe, is in pofleflion of Mid- 
napore, Kirpy, and all that part of the country; 
and I hear is advancing with the gieatefl part off 
Ins force from Bifnapore towards Bydenaut, or 
Bierboheen, co join the Shaw Zadda. Major Cail- 
laud, with the main body of our troops, in con- 
jainttion with the young Nabob and hjs forces, is 
in purfuic of, and dofc in the rear of the Shaw 
Zadda’s army The old Nabob, with the 1 eft of 
the forces of die piovincc, aie at Boodeegaam, ill 
the road to Bieibohecn, to oppofe the Shaw Zadda 
in front, wluHl the Major profits his rear. A body 
of 500 European':, as many Seapoys, and fix field- 
pieces, arc under the command of Capt. Spear, 
near the city of Burdwan, the capital of Burdo- 
maan, and are to march and join the old Nabob ; 
and have, I conclude, by this time joined him. 
A detachment from Subut, of about 800 horfe, 
are in the neighbourhood of Burdomaan, with 
intention to harrafs the rear of Capt. Spear, and 
retard as much as pofiiblc the junction of his 
troops with the old Nabob’s. From this dtfpo- 
fition of the enemy, it will behove you to advance 
with die utmoft care and circumlpe&ion ; and as 
you have only horfe, without artillery to encounter, 
you need not be apprehenfive of any thing, but a 
furprize or neachery from the part of Subut; 
agamft which, you muft be ever on your guard. 
Qur Refident -at Cuttack advifes me Subut’s Dewan 

D j has 
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has {applied your party with provifion, &c. Thi! 
amicable appearance caines fulpicion with it; a; 
any affiftance given you from a friendly motive, is 
at this juncture, againft the real defigns and view! 
of his mafter: therefore be allured they are medi 
tating fome advantage over you, or at leaft wil 
attempt to bring about a defertion of your people 

We have already given orders for our rcfident 
Mr, Rogers, to withdraw himfelf and the Com 
pany’s effects on your arrival; both him and thol 
you will take with you, and direCt your marc 
without lofs of time towaids Ballafore, and fror 
thence to Midnapore, from this laft mentione 
place you will have a fair and open road to Bui 
damaan. Should you, on good intelligence, fin 
it practicable to make a fuccefsful attack on Mk 
napore, and difpoflefs the Moiattas, without tl 
lols of time or nfque of a reduction of yoi 
people, you will do an acceptable fervice to tl 
Nabob, but you are by no means to take this, < 
any other ftep that can long retard your march i 
Burdomaan, wheie you are to halt until you leceh 
further oiders, either fiom myfelf. Major Caillaui 
or Capt. Spear. If you find you have it not 
your power (from caules unknown to me) to fo 
low implicitly the foregoing inftruClions, you w 
then proceed according to your own diicietio 
and as the exigencies of your fituation may requir 
taking care to give me frequent advice of yoi 
intended lout and determinations. I am, Sir, 
Your moft humble Servant, J. Z. I 

To Mr. Warren Hastings* 

SIR, Fort William, ift April, 176 

T INCLOSE you copy of mine yefterday, ai 
_ wait an exp refs anfwer from the Nabob, as 
judge Macklean’s party marched from Cuttack t. 
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23d: I will fnppofe him advanced this day about 
Midnapoie, The Major’s and Spear’s command 
'having exhausted our military camp ftores, occa- 
fioned many unforefeen difficulties in the difpatch. 
of the reinforcement under Captain Eilcher, who 
will encamp at Niah Serai, I judge, this after¬ 
noon, As 1 leceived an alarm from Captain Spear, 
that the Shaw Zadda was within two or three days 
march of the Nabob, I fent pofitivc orders yefter- 
day to Captain Fifcher, to make forced marches, 
with his cannon and ammunition only, to join him, 
and to leave his fpare ftores, tents, &c. to follow 
him ■, for the fccurity of which, I have this day 
difpatched twenty Europeans and twenty Seapoys 
moie to join the efcort; with ordeis to follow 
Fifcher’s rout, with the utmoft expedition. The 
advance for this expedition muft be fent diredtly 
here, as I have fupplied the Commiflary and Pay- 
mafter largely, and we much w^nt cafh for our cur¬ 
rent expences. I am, Sir, 

Tour moil humble Servant, J. Z. H. 


To John Caillaud, Efi 

SIR, Fort William, Apiil 5 th, 1760, 

I HAVE the pleafure of receiving yours of the 
zyth ult. from Oparabaund, and by advices 
from Mr. Haftings, of the 2d inftant, may ven¬ 
ture now to congratulate your having fome reft: 
from your labours, which I am fure have been 
fevere enough. Your junction with the old Nabob 
and Captain Spear’s command, will, I imagine, 
determine the Prince’s retreat to the fouthward, as 
at muft extinguilh the hopes he may have cherifhed 
of acting oflenlively in this piovince •, and as I 
judge by the time this reaches yon, you will have 
fettled the future operations of this campaign, I 
fcequeft you will favour me with the refult of your 

D 4 Council, 
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CounciJ, as foon as you conveniently can, an 
point out in what manner we can piomote tliei 
frprp hence. I am, with perfect icgard, §ir, 

Your moft obedient humble Set van 

J. Z. I. 

The eight preceding letters are recited in cot 
firmation of dome parts of our Memorial, ani 
introductory and explanatory of others, and withi 
to give you a general idea of the campaign of 176c 

To the Hon. John Z. Holwell, Efq\ Prefident aiu 
Governor of Fort William. 

SIR, Camp at Purport, 6th April, 1760 

M Y laft was dated the 24th Inft. Yeftcrda} 
we marched about five corfe, and this da] 
three j which brought us fo near the enemy as tc 
expeCt they would come and give us battle j bu< 
finding about npon they did not advance, I defited 
the Nabob to march on towards them, but he laid 
the day was toofai fpent, and his people too much 
fatigued. The Prince is encamped near the Da- 
znoudah river, about thiee corfe from ns, and I 
hope to-moirow we fha.ll bring him to an engage¬ 
ment. The Maharattas aic encamped very near 
him. I have the honour to fubfenbe myfelf, with 
the moft perfeCt refpeCt and efteem, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and moft humble Servant, 

J. C\ 

To the Hon . John Z. Holwell, Efa j Prefidcn 
£f fc. Gentlemen of the SeleEl Committee at Fort 
William. 


Camp at Belgafs, April 8 th, 1760* 
Hon. Sir and Sirs, 

M Y laft to the Piefident was dated the d}th Inft.‘ 
in which I informed him of my hopes of 
coming next day to an epgagement with the enemy, 

wnq 



[ ] 

who were encamped on the other fide of the river 
Damoudah and we Ihould have fucceeded accord¬ 
ing to my wifh, could I have peifuaded the Nabob 
to ciofs the nvci, or fend over a large body of 
horfe to keep them in play, until we Ihould get up 
with them. But to neither of thefe would he con-* 
lent, and all we could do was to get near enough 
to their tear to cannonade them This they did 
not ftand long, but form got out of our lcadi, and 
purlued their march Lowards Bifnapoorc, and, by 
the intelligence we received Lift night, are en¬ 
camped feven coile fiom us. Thus all hopes of 
bringing them to another engagement, this cam¬ 
paign, is now over. "We have loft the only oppor¬ 
tunity we had, nor indeed can we expedt much to 
improve opportunities, while we have to do with 
men, who are as ignorant as obftinate, and whole 
tioops arc under no Older or command. I have 
the honour to be, with the moft perfedt relpcdf 
pnd efteern, Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient and moft humble Servant* 

J-C. 


To the Honourable J. Z. Holwell, 'Efqy 

SIR, April 10th, 1760.' 

T HE Shaw Zadda was within three coife of 
us this morning, but having early intelli¬ 
gence of our approach, bps repaired the river Da- 
moudah, and I fuppofe by this time is far enough 
from our reach. 

I muft frankly own, the motives of the Prince’s 
prefent addons are quite a myftety to me; and as 
I cannot form the leaft probable judgment of 
{hem myfelf, I will not even pretend to conjedturc 
what may be the event of them. Both the Nabob 
and him feem equally to avoid fighting, and there 
is no knowing in what manner to proceed, or what 

plan 
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plm previoully to determine on, while the Nabob 
continues to act fo irresolutely, and while his pulil- 
lanimity prevents his exerting himlelf as he fhould 
do, on the fan eft occafions which can offer. I 
have the honour to be, with the molt perfedL 
reipeft and cfteem, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and moft humble Servant, 

J- c. 


To John Caillaud, Efq\ 

Sill, Fort William^ 7th April, 1760. 

I AM now forced to touch upon a fubjeft, which 
appears to me to require our greateft attention. 
Some days ago I wrote to Mr. Haftings, concern¬ 
ing an information which was given me, that the 
old Nabob had fent a trufty perfon with a fubmif- 
five Arzgee to the Shaw Zadda, in which he excul¬ 
pated himfelf, by throwing the whole blame of the 
oppofition made to his arms, on the machinations 
of the Englifh. Mr. Haftings, m his letter in 
anfwer to mine, feemed to think it impolfible fuch 
a ftep could have been taken by the Nabob, or 
indeed that he could have fent any Arzgee at all: 
however, in a fubfequent letter from him, of the 
27th, he finds out that an Arzgee was fent, though 
different in purport to that I informed him of. 
As I thought it moft eflential to us, to trace, if 
poffible, the truth, I employed an emiffary to Com- 
gaar Khan, the confequence of which has been a 
Phirmaund from the Shaw Zadda, inclofing copy 
of the old Nabob’s Arzgee to him, with an apo¬ 
logy for not fending the original. A copy of the 
copy I fend you indofed, and requeft your fenti- 
ments, how and in what light this appears to you. 
If the copy is authentic, the cafe is plain, that this 
man for whom we have drawn the fword, would 
pot fcruple, if driven to any extremity, to make 
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his peace by the facrifice of his protcdlors. The 
Phirmaund, X fuppofe, differs little in matter from 
that he fent you 5 he reminds me of the obligations 
the Englifh lay under to his anceftois, and oilcis a 
carte blanche for the Company, provided we will 
draw our forces off from that her of evil, and join 
them to his ftandard j which, he advifcs me, he has 
at prefent fixed at Seegur, and in a few days after 
purpofes to eredt it in Morfhadabad, See 

I inclofe you a copy of a letter, fent the old Na¬ 
bob by the Colonel, which I didtated to the Moon- 
Ihee, by his order, a few days before Ins dcpartuie 
for Europe, on being infoimcd the Nabob intended 
fending a meflenger and petition to the Prince. 

Whether this is a real copy or not, I will not 
fay; though I firmly believe it true; that an Arz- 
gee has been fent is allowed \ and if it contained 
not matter detracting and injurious to us, why was 
it fent without being communicated to you by Mhi- 
ran, or to Haftings by the Nabob ? 

I am. Sir, your moft obedient humble Servant^ 

J. Z. H. 


To John Caillaud, Efq% 

SIR, Fort William, April 9th, 1760." 

L AST night I received your favour of the 4th, 
from Mungul Koot. I think, from your mu¬ 
tual advance to each other, you muff have, before 
this, obliged the Prince to make fome decifive 
motion. I mufl confefs I have no idea that he 
will Hand a battle with you, and yet believe that 
he harbours iome hopes of a general defection of 
the Nabob’s troops, though at the fame time he 
deceives himfelf, if he imagines even this could be 
of any real fervice to him ; if he fights, it is from 
the melancholy refledtion of this being his neplus 
ultra ; and that if he does not now make a pulh, 
Jie will be deferted by Comgaar Khan and the reft 
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of his followers, and be without any rcaibnable 
hopes of having any powers whatever to join and 
follow his futuir foi times. 

In mine of the 3d and 5th, I inclofed you copies 
of my inftr uflions to Captain M 4 Lean ■, as he is 
adviied of the fnuation ot the enemy* I conceive 
he will naturally bend his march towards Injilee, 
and advance towards us as far Eaft as he can, and 
keep the couu'e of the river. 

I confefs myfelf fomething impatient to have 
your fentiments on mine ot the 7th. I have 
returned no anfwer to the Prince’s Phirmaund, but 
have replied to Comgaar Khan’s letter, and inti¬ 
mated to him, that I can put no faith in copies \ 
hut that if he will fend to me the Subah’s original 
Arzgee, I fhall then be able to form a judgment. 
I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 


STa John Caillaud, Efy 

SIR, Fori William^ April 15, jytfo. 

I MO ST heartily pity the embarrafied fitnation 
yon mufl. needfully be in, with people who 
manifeft themfelves unworthy that government 
they have ufurped. I fnuft confcfs, the Nabob’s 
whole conduft appeals to me much more myftcri- 
ous than that of the Prince; circumflanced as he 
is, he muft plan various fchemes, and from the 
nature of things. Ins councils muft be attended 
with much confuiion and irrefolution. The Na¬ 
bob’s backwardnefs to engage him appears to me 
abfolutely unaccountable, unlefs it arifes from fome 
feeret negotiations, which it is poflible he may be 
carrying on with the Prince, to make his own 
peace at the expence of his friends. I fhould not 
flunk myfelf juftified in this conjecture, nor havp 

given 
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given credit fo readily to the petition lent by him 
to die Prince, (copy of which I lent you on the 
7th) did I not know him capable of any thing 
ever fo unworthy and treacherous. By lcttcis fiom 
Mr. Amyatt, I leam Abdallah has gained another 
victory over the Vizier and his fi lends the Morar- 
tors, and that the Vizier and the young king Shaw 
Jehawan have fhelrered themfelves with the Jaucs: 
this intelligence has, I doubt not, reached die Na¬ 
bob, whole weak and cowardly imagination pio- 
bably fuggefts fome turn from that victory in 
favour of the Prince, and therefoie thinks it necef- 
fary to tempoufe. Thefe arc iunnifes of my own, 
andpoflibly may have no foundation they call, how¬ 
ever, for fome attention. The parts adted by both 
the old and young Nabob, in the recent conteft 
with the Dutch, ought ever to awaken our appre- 
henfions, and urge our being on our guard againlt 
the politics of an Indoftan Duibar , the more cfpe- 
cially, as we fee the paity round the Nabob, who 
we know would cut our throats if they could, 
obtain every day more power and influence over 
his councils men, who being raifed as he himfelf 
was, from the dirt, can never vary the complexion 
of their groveling genius. Difpofltions, luch as 
you, Sir, have now (unhappily) to deal with, can 
only be worked on by the moft peremptory di£Lates, 
The Nabob mull: be urged (I intended to lay 
forced) to fomething decilive, or in a Ihort time 
his country will be worth nothing to himfelf or any 
body elfe. I hitherto avoided willing to him on 
his late unaccountable and provoking conduct. 
My wilh and intention is, that you fliould have 
eveiy weight your prefent pall and fltuacion re¬ 
quires ; your fway and influence ovei the Nabob 
is, at this juncture, of the utmoll importance to 
the Company’s affairs i and it is your own fault if 
you are not inverted with fuck authority as your- 

.* I i m 
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felf can with. I therefore requeft you will, with* 
out referve, point out to me, if any additional 
power or inftru&ians to you, to a6b independently 
of the Nabob, (which we, as a Committee or Board, 
can inveffc you with) will conduce to the good of 
the fetvice, and be a means of enforcing your falu- 
tary councils to tire Nabob, and it lhall be forth¬ 
with tranfmitted to you. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z, ¥L 

•fto the Hon* J. Z. Hot well, Efq\ Prefidmt and 
Governor o/Fort William. 

SIR, Camp at Dignagur , April 15, 1760. 

I N order to come at the truth, with regard to 
the Nabob’s Arzgee to the Prince, Mr. Haft- 
ings had recourfe to the Nabob’s Pcrfian writer, 
a man who hath, on many occafions, given hin 
proofs of attachment and fidelity. The momeni 
he fet his eyes on the paper, he declared it to b< 
a forgery. May I beg leave to refer you to Mr 
Haftings for the reaJons he gave for it ^ as tha 
Gentleman’s knowledge in the language will cnabli 
him to give you a clearer idea of thefe diftinftions ii 
addrefs and ftile of their letters, than I can pretent 
to. For my part, I own after Mr. Haftings hat 
repeated them to me, they were fo fatisfactory a 
to convince me the probability of its being a for 
gery was greatly in the Nabob’s favour. 

Two days before I leceived your letter, Sir, th 
Nabob and his fon were with me, and I found th 
old man big with fomething that he did not kno> 
well how to begin breaking to me, I helped hir 
forward all I could by thofe kind of aflurance 
which often open the hearts of men; and he the 
told me he had wrote to the Piince, and ha 
received an anfwer, filch a one as gave him hope 
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with other circumftances, that the Piince might be 
inclinable to treat and put himfelf perhaps in his 
power; but that he knew he (the Prince) would not 
do this, without I would be fecurity for his iaiVty. 
The Nabob was defirous to know, in fuch a caie, 
how I would a6t; but the main di lft of the dii- 
courfe was, to find out how fai I would be con- 
fenting to give him an opportunity of diiplaying 
the true eaftern fy/lem of politics, by cutting him 
off. You may eafily, Sir, guefs my anlwer, that 
I was ready to do every thing for his lcrvice con- 
fiftend with the honour of my country, and the 
facred regard we gave to our word j and befides, 
if the Prince made any addrefs to me on this fub- 
je£t of fecurity, I mult firft have your orders and 
inftruCtions in this affair. And thus the conver- 
lation ended. 

I made it my bufinefs afterwards to enquire 
among fome of the Nabob’s people, on what 
grounds he founded thefe hopes of getting the 
Prince in his power ? but they all allured me, as 
I fufpeCted, that they were no more than the idle 
reports of fome of his minions, who knew fuch 
ftories would be well received and credited, and 
fo found advantage in flattering his fbolilh hopes. 

It is a very unfortunate circumftance that we 
have to do with a weak man, who neither from 
principle nor merit deferves the dignity of the 
ftation in which wc have put him, and in which 
he would not remain twenty-four hours, if we 
were to withdraw our protection from him, and on 
which he fo much depends, that I am obliged to 
give him a guard of Seapoys for the fafety of his 
perfon. It doth not appear’ to me, however, in 
juftice or in rcafon, that we ought to fupport him 
in the purluit of unjuiHfiable meafures ; fuch as he 
follows in regard to not difcharging the vaft arrears 
due to his troops, who to a man have puIllicitly 
g, declared. 
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declared, they will not draw their fwords in his 
caufe, and that only their feats of 11s pievcnt them 
pling them againft him. The coniequencc will be, 
as to his part, that while he is not alraid of his 
head he never will fatisfy them ; and to us, that 
though we may protect him from immediate danger 
to his perfon, we muft relinqnifh the hopes of fee¬ 
ing the country free from troubles, while he keeps 
a body of troops that he will not pay regularly, 
and over whom he confequently hath no command. 
This rotten fyftem (till we might in fome meaiuro 
fupport, were we always allured none but the 
country powers would difturb us: but it is more 
than probable that the French or Dutch, if not 
both, may fome time or other renew their attempts 
to be concerned, and with how much the more 
probability of fucceis from the diftr .lifted Hate of 
the country while the Nabob continues to govern 
it lo ill. 

The firft opportunity I propofe reprefenfing all 
this to him in the ftrongeft light I polfibly can \ 
and fhould our opinions agree, I lhall take it as a 
favour if you would indole a letter from youri'elf 
to him, on the fubjedt ■, I will deliver it, and take 
that opportunity as the belt to try what can be 
done by working on his fears, the only way indeed 
I am convinced of managing him to our own 
advantage and his good. In particular, Sir, you 
will be plealed to enforce the payment of his 
troops, by hinting, that if he delays it, I have your 
orders not to prevent them taking their own 
meafures. 

To-morrow Captain Knox’s detachment marches. 
The Prince is certainly gone back, and we talk of 
nothing but the pleasures of the great Rumnak 
firft, and then of an expedition againft the Pumea 
Nabob to conclude the campaign. As this laft ftep 
is abfolutely neceflary, I lhall do all in my power 

to 
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io prevent the fonncr obltrudting it; with what 
luccels, vve fhall f'oon know. I a Sir. 

Yonr molt obedient and ' ^ mimblc fcivi’nt, 

J c. 

l'o John Caillauii, Efq\ 

SIR, Cdhutta , 22d April, 1760. 

I ll A VK the pleafurc of your twofiivouit ot the 
15th and 17th, and mult take a faith,: uay to 
reply to Lheiu more circumfunuj ly. Por the pie- 
fent, I enclofe you a Letter to the old Nabob to 
the purpoitot your requtfl, and with it a copy for 
your pciufal, and I hope approval. It contains, 
1 think, nothing but what fhould at all events be 
urged to him at this j unfit ure. Something mull be 
done, and loon, to recover the cuirency of the 
trade ol the piovinecs, or the Company mult be 
loft; the fale ol then woollen goods, copper, &c. 
cxpmts is totally obflrudled, their mvellments m 
confequence of this, and the unavoidable ftopp^ge 
of the Tunicas wholly aL a Hand, and not more 
than a Lack and hall in the ucaluiy: Particulars 
you fhould be nec^ffauly acquainted with, as they 
ariie from the peipetual troubles of the country* 
perpetuated, I may lay, by the wickednefs as well 
as weaknefs of thole who govern it. 

To give you what are fLill my fentiments on the 
Nabob’s Arzdalht to the Prince, and my rcafons 
for thofc fentiments, I now cnclole you a copy of 
my reply to Mr. Haftings on that head ; and think 
my judgment of this affair more confirmed from 
the circumftance recited in your favour of the 15th, 
to wit, the Nabob’s having acknowledged to you 
his writing to the Prince, and that his replies gave 
him hopes he was inclined to treat. The carrying on 
this concealed correfpondencc with the Prince I 
cannot look on in any other light than as the higheft 
infringement of that refpeft and deference due to 

K your 
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your ftation,, and the treaty fubfifling between 
And here it becomes needful, Sir, to remark, i 
full time the Nabob (hould be convinced he lho 
not look on you as an officer fent implicitly 
{libnnt to his ordeis or fentiments, but as his 
adjutor and proteftor in the war. And lhould, 
any time, his wretched politics chdlate meafuj 
which appear in your opinion delbuftive of 
general end propofed, I hope, and doubt not, 1 
you will think yourfclf fully authorifed peremp 
nly to over-rule them, without lofing time in i 
plication here,, a* I am very well facisfied we n 
depend on the propriety of your conduft in 1 
Command you are inverted with* I have the 1 
nour to bc a . with very real efleem, Sir, 

Youi moft obedient humble ferva 

J. z. 

This letter affords you a genuine picture of I 
diftreffed ftate of your affairs at this period. 

To hh’, Warren 1 Hastings. 

SIR, Fart If'Wtam, 20th April, ij6 

T HAVE your favouis of the 13th and i4t 
1 accompanied by your tianflation of - the Suba 
Arzdaflit'to the Prince, and your fentmients thereoi 
Though. I confefs your rralomng and conclulim 
m favour of the Subah’s innocence, carry prolx 
bility with it, they appear not to me convin. ini 
nor fquaie with* my mode of thinking on this luf 
jedt, for the following leafons: That the Nabob' 
Moonlhee Ihould, on the mrtant, pronounce it 
forgery, amounts to no proof of its being fo; tha 
the Nabob had lent fuch an Arzdafbt to the Prince 
and that it was cnclofcd by the latter to me, wa 
the difeourfe of the Buzar, two or three days be 
fore it reached, me. It you remember, I hinted ii 
a-former the intimation I had icreived of it;, ft 

tha 
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that I may juftly fuppofe the Moonfhee was well 
prepared ag.unft a furpuze, and confequendy ready 
to difavow it and pi onounce it a forgery, which 
he feems by your letter to have done, even before 
he gave it a perufil. The variation of its didlion, 
and deviation from the uiual form of the Nabob’s 
addreffes, appeal to me equally inconclufive, as it 
is not at all improbable thefc might be done with 
defign to plead and invalidate, in cafe ot its com¬ 
ing to our knowledge. Whether this Arzdafht 
was lent by the Nabob or not, it is impoffible to 
fay with any precition; but this I am clear in, 
that it contains the very dictates of the hearts of 
the minions about him, and of tOuife his own 3 
and the very picas he would have made ufc of in 
his juftificauon, it fuccefs and victory had attended 
the Prince. Thel'e linking confiderations, joined 
to the whole tenor of his condudt refpedhng the 
Dutch, &c. joined to Ins holding any coirefpon- 
dence at all with the Prince without oui knowledge 
and approval, leaves my judgment of this in the 
fame Hate it was i though, at the lame time, I 
fee it mull reft here for want of more fufEcienc 
proof. I am, Sir, your moft humble fervaftt, 

J. Z. H. 

ft 1 John CaIllaud, Efqy 

SIR, Fort William, 24th April, 1760. 

1 LONG much to have your fentiments on the 
fubjedt of mine of the aad and yefterday. I 
have juft now had the pleafure of yours of the 
zoth from Goperra, and think it neceffary to ad- 
vife you I laft night received a letter from the old 
Nabob, chiefly to requeft that I would order Cap¬ 
tain Macklean and half his troops to be entered in his 
fervice and pay : A lequeft which can with no pro¬ 
priety whatever be complied with (in which opinion I 
. h 2 dare 
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daic Hiy I fhall meeL )our concuircnce.) I’d dilr? 
olfed I now write him, and enclole you copy of my 
Letter, that you be upon your guard when he 
douches you on thatllib|cfl, which I luppole he will. 

I think I have alieady intimated to you, I madi 
no leply to the Phirmaund fent me liom the 
Prince, but that I anfwered Comgaar Khan's * the 
contents of my letter to him weie literally this,. 
“ That I had received the Phumaund, and pitied 
u the Punce’s unhappy fuuation 'and misfortunes 
tc of his royal- houle, that he (Comgaar Khan) 
41 was no ftrangci to the tyes anti obligations 
u which bound 11s to fuppou Mhir Jaffier Aly 
“ Khan and his government j that copies amounted 
“ to no proof, but that if his onginal Arndailic 
u was lent me by the Pnncc, I fhould then know 
14 what judgment to form of it.” With this 
an Twer I difpatchcd the Prince’s meHenger, and 
the fame time fent two < 5 f my own Harkara’s to 
return with an anfwer, in cafe the Prince thought 
proper to give me one. On the 16th they wcic 
returned to me wuh a fecond Phirmaund from him, 
and a reply from Comgaar Khan, as alfo two let¬ 
ters fiom him, one for Rajaiam Haikaia, and the 
other from Nund-comar. I11 the diftndt of Scer- 
gur, the Harkaias weie feized, flipped, kept pn- 
loners 24 hours, plundei’d oi the Phirmaund and 
letteis, and then difmiHed, T have taken cveiy 
means poflible for the recovery of the papers, but 
fear I Iliad fid in it, whiGh gives me no fin all ve\ w 
tion, as I am almoll convinced they contained the 
original Arzdafl.it, uitli poflibly iome other pieces 
of the Nabob’s concealed correlpondencc with him. 
The Harkaras left the Shaw Zadd-a at Goirca 1 lot- 
tea, his troops much (iiUrelfed for provilions, , 
He was then halting for Subut, whom he left at 
Jamganl wuh ^uoo Moraita horfe, and had the 
day my people came »v,\iy received an exp refs from 

the 
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the north-weft fiom fame Rrjahs who were rfavvjic¬ 
ing with troops to join him, and who prefted rhe 
Shaw Zadda’s fpeedy advance towards Patna, on 
which the Pilnce fane a meftennei expiels to haiku 
Subut. On the cchm hand, it is con]ei!:turcd, that 
the Prince’s maich to Ih.luai is a faint. only^ that 
his intention is to lie peulue amonglt the lulls, and 
as Toon as the combined tioops aic advanced to the 
norihwaid, leturn luddenly into this province and 
furprize the city; and that in this cak*, the Dutch 
will declare for him, and join him. This ijftetn I 
would certainly adopt, was I the Shaw Zadda— 
liowevei, on the whole, you will be better able to 
judge ol' thefa mattets than I can at pieient. 

I am, with perfed efteeni, Sir, 

Your humble farvant, 
J. Z. H. 

You have now bcfoic you all that has been faid 
cn the iubjeit of the Suba’s concealed Aizdafht, 
to the Piincc, upon which )Oii will form your own 
judgment. True, we have been robbed (liteiully 

lb) of abfolnte proofs in this chaige-but if the 

ftrongeft prdumptivc ones, iupported by a thou- 
fand corroborating evidences in die Suba’s conduit, 
hare any weight, our pi oof is iulHcient to claim 
belief:—^the intermediate letters fiom our laft 
remark but one, l'ptak lbi thenilUves, and fully 
prove the cowardice, or tieachcry, or lather bodi* 
at rhe liver Dummodu., 


To Warren Hastings. 

SIR, Cu 4 v//f 7 , April 17(10. 

I HAVE your favour of the 20th, on the fub- 
ject of the Nabob’s having a conliderable pait 
of our tioops in his pay, ftrvicc, and conftant at¬ 
tendance on hit perfon • tluee days paft, I received 
Ei a leek:* 


j 
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j, letter from him on the fubjeft, to which I ye 
terday inclofed my anfwer, in a letter to Maj< 
Caillaud, with a copy of mine to the Nabob, f< 
his perufal. To our complying with this reque 
of the Nabob, I think theie arc ftrongand man 
feft objections; the moft lmpoicant of which i 
that fuch a ftep will, I am convinced, lay tl 
foundation of his independence. The 2ad, 
•wrote a long letter to the Nabob, touching the pa] 
ment of his troops, and necefiity for his difbandin 
his rabble of Buicundaffes, and the greateft pa 
ef his ufelefs cavalry : the letter I inclofed to tl 
Major, with a copy of it ; confer with him as foe 
as you can, and requeft he will communicate I 
you the purport of thofe letters.—Two reafons ca 
only be urged in favour of the requeft now mac 
by the Nabob •, the reducing his immenfe expence 
and at the fame time thofe of the Company, t 
fuch a reduftiod of troops now m their pay: t 
^ccomplifh the firft, complying with Ins icqueft 
jneedlefs, becaufe, though the troops continue i 
our pay and dependence on us, yet they will b 
always at his call and fcrvice;—and when th' 
campaign is ended, we can, with pinch propriety 
cafe the Company by a reduction of the Seapoys t 
aooo picked men, which Colonel Clive had detei 
mined, if he had ftaid. I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant 

J. Z.H 


TV John Caillaup, Efq -, 

SIR, Calcutta, May 2d, iy 6 o 

Y OUR favour from Maraud-Baag, of the a8tl 
ult. I had the pleafure of receiving late laf 
night, and find the fituation of things between thi 
two Nabobs juft as I furmifed.—Having occafior 
to reply to a letter of the young Nabob’s, I tak< 
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the oppoi(.unity to urge,the neceflity of hi? remain¬ 
ing in the city, but touch the fubjedt in iiich a 
way, as to cany the appearance of the higheft 
compliment to his psowels. That one of them 
lhonld keep the cuy is abfolutely rteceflary, and a. 
fecunty to them both, as well as the province. 
I know but of one way to keep them fteady, with 
Tefpeft to the operations of this campaign, and that 
a very fliort one: when the meafures determined 
on aie in your judgment abfolutely needful and 
proper, juft figmfy to them, that if they aie not 
immediately carried into execution, you will march 
to Calcutta, and leave them to fight their own 
battles, and purfue their own councils. I will 
engage you have no further trouble with them; 
—and I dare fay, Sir, you are by this time con¬ 
vinced, that had they been treated in this way, on 
the defeat of the Shaw Zadda, above, and in the 
fortunate conjun&ion of attacking and deftroying 
him fo lately loft (in both which your judicious 
refolutions and advice were over-ruled) there had 
been a happy end to the troubles of the country. 

That pau of my letter to the Nabob jou objeft 
to, has been wrong tranftated and explained to 
yon ; the utmoft I intimated on that head .wa^, 
“ That as the feafon was fo far advanced, one 
u moment of it was not to be fpent unprofitably.’* 
—By which l intended to prevent the Nabob's 
idling his time away in the pleasures of the Rumna 
and the city, of winch you youifelf teemed appro- 
-hen five. 

I am, with fincere efteem. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 
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2a John C a ill a up, Efq, 

SIR, Calcutta , May 5, i;6o, 

I T AKE this jundare of complyirg with a r- 
commendation left me by Colonel Clive, m 
favour of Coflim Aly 1 C ban, and have wiott: the 
Nabob on the fubjed j copy I inclole for your 
perufal.—I have, I think, with good leafon, many 
doubts touching the integrity, as well as capacity, 
in thefe times, of Rajah Ramnatain, and every 
principal perfon ’under him, and am fare the Na 
bob Ihould change hands there. If your fenti- 
ments do not run counter to mine in this particu¬ 
lar, I lhall leccive as a favour, your interciting 
yonrfelf in behalf of Coflim Aly Khan. 

} am ever, with fincere efteem, Sir, 

Your raoft obedient Servant, 

J.2. H. 

*£q Mr* Warren Hastings. 

SIR, Calcutta , May 6 , 1760. 

I HAVE already intimated to you the veiy low 
ebb of the Company’s treafuiy; their whole 
inveftments at the Arnngs arc at a Hand, and 
without confiderable iuppJies, we fliall not in one 
month more have fufficient for even the current 
expences of the Faftory.—We were yefterday un¬ 
der the nectfiity of recommending to the Guirlo 
men of Coflimbuzar, their endeavouring to take 
up the money there on the Company’s account, 
fo'r the ufc of the filk mveftments; as alfo to 
the Gentlemen at Dncca, to the lame purpole, for 
the carrying on their inveftment. Thefe confidc- 
rations will, I doubt not, be fufficient to awaken 
your attention, lelpefhng the expences of the par¬ 
ties under Spears and Fife her. on account not a 

Rupee 
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Rupee has yet been remitted to us, Therefore T 
am obliged to pi els your obtaining at IlmII oik* lack 
of Rupees on this account, and that you v. ill fend 
it down with the uLiuoil expedition : IhoulJ it ex¬ 
ceed the fums diibuiled, v.hiih I ana fure iL will 
not, the Nabob fhall be duly cicdiLcd for it. 
Suffering him thus to inn in am .us, in tins aiticle 
of field expcnccs, is the vc;y wcjiIL I l\'m 01 po¬ 
litics we can adjpt-, and an efiedual i 1 >p mult in 
futmc be put to it, by infilling on an ad’'ana* be¬ 
fore our troops leave the gatnfon Whhnuithii 
precaution, the Company mult fuffir gie.tt dill rub 
and difficulties in the conducting then macaiuiio 
affairs, as wc find fo little depen dance on the punc¬ 
tuality of the Nabob's rc-imbuillng us, I vrnte 
you vpiy prdfingly on this fubject the 23d ult. of 
which you have huheito taken no notice The re¬ 
payment of the 200,000 Rupees lent the Nabob 
by Mr. Manmngham, on the Companj’s acccmnt, 
mull be demanded in the mo ft uigmt terms, and 
if you think it not in his powu to advance that 
fum, a frefh Timka on the Kitlnagur Country 
mull ablblutely be infilled on --I mention this 
country in prercience, becaufe the remaining bid- 
lances to be collected fiom it aie now but ftnall. 

We have the grcatell icalon to complain of the 
Nabob’s injurious behaviour, refpcfting his obfli lift¬ 
ing the colleftion of our Timkas, bo Ji in the Bur- 
dow^n and Kilinagur Countncs: fiom whence I am. 
informed, by MelT. Watts and Howit, that his 
people are, uy eveiy oppiclTive meafuie, extorting 
that money which Ihould pay our Kiftebundees. I 
have wroie the Nabob and the Roy Royen waimly 
on thelubjeft, and 1 requell you runonftrate againlt 
it in the ilrongcft m.inner.—And that yon lignify 
to the former, wirhout the lcaft icftrve, that 1 ab¬ 
solutely will not luffcr a fingle Rupee to be earned 
aut of thpfc counU'Cij whilft we have any the lealt 

cUun 
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claim upon them. And demand likcwife, that he 
immediately order his people to withdraw from 
thence, or I will, without any ceremony, drive 
them out. 

The neceflity of the Company’s affairs is fuch, 
that I have been obliged to apply to the Seats lor 
a loan of 10 or 15 Lack, which they, under va*» 
rious pretences, have refuled : I judged their own 
fecurity, as well as an opportunity of obliging the 
Company, would have influenced theii ready com¬ 
pliance j but herein I judged ill. However, I doubt 
not but an occafion may offer, for mamfefting a 
proper refentment to that houfe for this rcfufal. 
f I requeft your fpeedy reply to this, and am, as 
ever, moil truly, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant^ 
J. Z. IL 


%o John Caillavd, £/# 

SIR, Calcutta , May fl, ij 6 o* 

M Y laft were under dates the 2d and 5th in- 
ftant. In the former I incloted, for your 
perufal, tranflation of a private letter from Mr, 
Bifdom, with copy of my anfwer. I nowforwaid 
to you, tranflate of his replication. After you 
have conlidered them, I requeft you will favour 
me in returning them. 

What weight or dependance can be laid on the 
fentiments or aflerdons contained in thole letters 
from the direction of Chinfura, you will be as capa¬ 
ble of judging as I am $ and I lhould be extremely 
glad of your thoughts on this fubjed: -—for my 
own part, it appears to me, that the Nabob, with 
refped to the Dutch, is m a purfuit very wide of 
the road we have pointed out to him ; and in which 
we ought not, nor can, from any juftifiablc eaufe, 
countenance him. Thar they lhould be fo far dif- 
2 armed 
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Armed of any means or power of railing diffcur- 
dances in the country becomes abfolutcly neceffary, 
both for his fecurity and our own but beyond 
this, that wc fhould fufFer his extorting fums of 
money from them (which can anfwer no nfcful 
purpofe to us, but on the contrary, reflect difho- 
nour on the power and influence we are fuppofed 
to have over him) is a meafure which I ically think 
will not give credit to our name or arms ; and 
which we cannot too foon difclaim and objeft to. 
Jn thefc fentiments, I dale fay, I have youx private 
concurrence; and I mult confels, I fee no public 
motive which can fully vindicate our even winking 
at any oppreffive or iniquitous defigns, levelled 
againft thefe or any other individuals under his 
government j becaule, whatever odium may fall on 
him, the world will bellow, and that juftly, a large 
proportion on us, as knowing he dare not medi¬ 
tate practices of this kind, bur under the fan£Lion 
pf the alliance between us: let us, therefore, for our 
pwn fakes, and to pieferve as much as we can the 
peace of the count!y, inlift on the execution of the 
plan laid down to him * but oppofe that meafuie 
which the Nabobs, in place thereof, feem to have 
only in view, the plundering their pofTeflions •, and 
by this laudable oppofition evince them and the 
world, it is not our wifh or aim to injuie them in 
their trade, rights, or piopeitics, but to divelt 
them only of that power which they fu lately, tho* 
impotently, employed to the fubverfion of onis, 

I am, as ever, with much efttem, Sir, 
Tour obedient humble ieivant, 
J. Z. H, 

P. S. To what I have bcfoie uiged, I may add 
the driving the Dutch to a defperafce extremity, by 
laving luch heavy and exorbitant demands on them, 
which they cannot in nature comply with, will an- 
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$wer nn end, at lead no good one; for they wifl 
have no lcfource left, but joining, at all events, 
the Nabob’s enemies with the ■whole force they can 
collect togelhei.—I have wrote the Nabob on this 
fubjeft; copy of the letter I inclole you, and for¬ 
ward another to Mr. Flattings, by theic Lollids. 

J. Z. II. 


ffo Mr. Warren FI as tings. 

SIR, CohiUia , June 13, 1760. 

B Y expiefs ye Herd ay fiom 1 )acca we have advice, 
that the Suba has taken off Ally verdee* and 
Shaw Amet Khan% Begums.——He fent a Jam- 
maut-daar and 100 hoilc, with orders to Jeflerattt 
Khan to cairy this bloody icheine into execution, 
with fcparate ordcis to the Jemmaut-daar, in cafe 
Jefferaut Khan refilled obedience: herefufed acting 
any part in the tragedy, and left it to the other 
who carried them out by night about two miles 
above the city in a boat, tied weights to their legs, 
and threw them over-board : they ftruggled for 
iome time, and held by the gunwall of the boat, 
but by ftrokes on their heads with Latties, and 
cutting of their hands, they funk.—Thefe are the 
a&s of the Tyger we aie fupporting and fighting 
for. I am, 

Your obedient humble fcrvnnt, 
J. Z. H, 


7*0 the Hon, John Zeph. Holwell, Kfcfa 

SIR, Maraud-baag , June 21, 1760. 

T HE relation tranfmitted to me in your letter 
of the 13 th, of the murder of the two 
Begums, filled me with horror and aftonilhment 5 
but how were thofe fenfations increaled, when upon 
inquiry I was told, that not only the two wretched 

iiiffcrei 3 
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fufferers above-mentioned, but the whole family, 
to the number of nine perfons, had undeigone thi? 
fame fate. I will not mention their names, till I 
have undoubted pi oofs of the truth ol my in¬ 
telligence, which 1 wiili (though I cannot expert it) 
I may find not io bad at lalt as it has been repre- 
fentecl to me.—How this curiunflancc draped my 
knowledge, I know not. It was not indeed an 
event to be learned from inquiry, and poflibly the 
infamy of the fadt might have made my friends, 
who were in the ferret, ncgledt to fpeak to me 
upon a fubjedt winch, fiom our particular con¬ 
nections with the Nabob, and his intire dependence 
on our powci, could not but reflect diflionour 
upon the Englifh name. I have hitherto been 
generally an advocate for the Nabob, whole ex¬ 
tortions and oppreflions I imputed to the necefllty 
of the times, and want of acconomy m his re¬ 
venues ;—but, if this charge againtl him be tiue, 
no argument can excufe 01 palliate fo atiocious 
and complicated a villainy, nor (forgive me. Sir, 
if I add) our fupporting fuch a tyrant. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your moft obedient, moft faithful Icrvanf, 
Warren Hastings. 

The adVices lent from Dacca touching thefe 
murders, were difpatched immediately after the 
liift rumour of the deed ; and from thence, as 
ulual, imperfect : fubfequent advices brought the 
ti ue ftate of that execution, as follows: 

Gofieta Begum, widow of Shaw Amct Jung; 
Enina Begum, mother to the Nabob Surajud 
Dowla, and widow to Geynde Amet Khan; 
Morad Dowla, the fon of Patlha Kooly Khan; 

adopted by the Shaw Amet Jung; 
l.utien Nefla Begum, widow of Surajud 
Dowla v 

Her 
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Her infant daughters by Nabob £uujud 
Dow la. 

Thefe unhappy fuiFerers periftied all in one night 
at Dacca, in the manner before-recited, with about 
twenty of their women of inferior note.——It was 
laid Alieverdy Khan’s Begum by fome means 
efcaped this mafiacre of her whole family. 

A conceived though groundlefs jealoufy of 
Morad Dowla’s making his efcape from his con¬ 
finement in Dacca, was the caule of this infernal 
carnage. 

In the lift of the Subah’s afiaffination given in 
the Memorial, thefe were omitted: 

Abdel Ohab Khan, way-laid and murdered 
by the Su ball’s order, on the Ramna, or* 
pretence of a Confpiracy, in March 1760. 
Yar Mahomet, a favounte of Suiajah Dowla, 
aflaffinated in pielence of Mlnran, April 
1760. 

£ 0 Mr. Warren Hastings. 

SIR, Fort William, May 8, 1760. 

Y OUR favour of the 3d I received only yefter- 
day ; and, out of the fulnefs of my heal l, 
1 wrote to you the 6th, on the obvious near ap¬ 
proach of the unfuamoun table difficulties I fliall 
have to encounter, in conducing the Company’s 
bufinefs for the current year.——The apology yoit 
make for the Seats, and they for chemlelves, wc 
muft fubmit to * but though they may hold good 
refpefhng the large loan I requeftcd of them, yet 
had they been inclined to have ffiewn a readmefs to 
oblige the Company, they would at leaft have 
made a tender to me of fuch a fum as they could 
have fpared with convenience to themfelves. One 
reafon they alledge to me for their refufal is, their 
having refufed the Nabob, which I now find had 

not 
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not a word of truth in it. Had they complied 
with my requeft, it would have armed them with 
the beft reafon they could have urged for not com¬ 
plying with his demand ; and it would have been 
incumbent on us to fcreen and protect them from 

any violence intended againft them.-A time 

may come, when they may ftand in need of the 
Company’s proteftion, in which cafe they may be 
allured they lhall be left to Satan to be buffeted. 

I obferve what you fay, refpefting your having 
advanced the 25,000 Siccas to Capt. Fifcher, for 

the payment of his feparate detachment.-The 

troops mud be paid beyond doubt, but if we 
are immediately laid under the neceffity of again 
difburfing the lums we receive from the Nabob 
on his account, where will be the end of our ex- 
pences ? and how are the Company to be re-im- 
burfed atlaft, if he is fuffered thus to be in arrears 
to us ? A flop muft be abfolutely put to this 
fyftem, and foon : I therefore requeft you will 
communicate this, and my laft letter to you on 
this fubjeft, to the Major ; and that fome effettual 
means may be direttly adopted, to free us from 
this tax, fo greatly detrimental at prefent to our 
affairs. If time is given to the Nabob until the 
campaign is clofed, I know the infuperable trouble 
we lhall have in recovering a rupee from him. If 
fomethmg is not done fatisfaftory to us, I lhall be 
under the neceflity of laying a reprefentation be- 
foie the Board, who arc, I know, very well inclined 
to come to refolutions which will be molt ungracious 
to the Nabob in his prelent lituation. 

Requeft the Major will communicate to you 
mine of this date, on the Nabob’s conteft with 
the Dutch. I am, Sir, 

Your molt obedient humble fervant* 

J. Z. H. 
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5'a Peter Amy a r t, Ff-iunt\ 

SIR, i o; t IVitlh.H, nth M ly, 17 Co 

I l-IavL 1 lie pleafure of your Liters nl the ? ;d 

ami 2 -th ult, - M.rtcis now, I think, jmovv 

cuiical on your fide; the Pliikc in youi nei :hu.Hir- 
hood, and, I fear, between Knox aiul^ the City, 
into which he will, I imagine, iind no imall dill:* 
culty to thiow hi rule If, without lighting under 
m.iny cl 1 fad vantages, though 1 hope you uie lining 
enough for an occafional ially to i.ivour any attempt 

he may make for your relief.-Notwithft.iudmg 

the Prince’s junction with Mr. Law’s lnconfidemble 
force, I mud confefs my apptchcnfions for the citv, 
arc gicater from tieachcry within, than fiom any 
attempts they can make from without, wltilil 
Knox and his parLy are fo near them. I have no 
better opinion of Ramoaram’s .integrity in the 
cauie, than I have of his fyirit and capacity •, and 
the mod gracious manner lus biothei and Molydoiv 
were difmilfcd by the Prince and Comgaar Khan 
gives ftrong caufe of lufpicion : therefore you 
cannot be too much on your guaid againlt R.im- 
naiain, as well as thofe who have the chief polls 
under him, and if Molydorc, Donceiam, and 
one or two more of them, weie furpnfed, feed 
and fccured, I doubt not but it would fecure the 
fafety of the city. Whether a ftep of this kind 
would be piafhcable, you are a better judge than I 
can podibly be. If Knox makes his way into the 
city, you will be ftiong enough to take the ablblute 
command of it yourielf, which I would by all 
means recommend to you, and the fame time 
fecure thofe you have reafon to think dilaffedted. 
Ramnaram’s back ward nefs to oppofe the advance 
of Mr. Law’s party, which I learn from yours to 
the Major of the 25th ult. evinces that he intends 

ill. 
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ill, or has no command over thofe under him ; 
and confequcntly he is, in either cafe, mofl un- 
Worthy the truft he poflefTes, and the fooner he is 
diveHed the better. 

Let me hear from you by evety poffible op- 
poitunity, and believe me truly. Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble fervanf, 

J. Z. II. 


To John Cailiaud, Jifquhc. 

S I R, Fort IVUham, 2 4 th May, 17(10. 

L AST night a letter from the Committee was 
difpatched to you, in which you had the 
Gentlemen’s general fentimentS only on the Hate 
of things, without defeending to the particular 
Caufes of Lhele fentiments which require eluci¬ 
dations. 

The fuccefii of Capt. Knox juflincs and does 
honour to your recommendation and our appoint¬ 
ment, and gives quite a new afpedt to the late 
defpefate Hate of affairs in the piovince of Bahar; 
Where I think. the force under Captain Knox, if 
continued at Patna, will, with the afliHance of 
Ramnarain, be amply fufficienc to preferve the 
tranquillity of the country and fafety of Patna 
during that period, as alfo to take the field when 
the feafon permits, to quell, or rather prevent, any 
commotions which may be attempted the next year 

by the Prince againH the Suba’s government.--. 

We are averfe, for two important reafons, to you 
(or your troops) being farther diHant from us 
than the Purriea country, each of which I will 
fpeak diHinctly to. 

If we have any thing to apprehend from without, 
either from French or Dutch, we are to expedt 
itfiom this time to the remainder of the S. W* 
monloon , therefore it becomes an cflential con- 

F fideration* 
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federation, that our forces are kept as much within 
call as the nature of the prpfent iervice will admit 
of, ftill giving a preference to ourlelvcs, and the 
fecond place only to the defence of the Sliba and 
Ids government \ he muft himfelf concur and 
fubmit to the utility of this precaution for his own 
fake, his fafety depending abfolutdy on ours, and 
on the force we nave to impede the entrance of 
any European power whatever in Ins country fiom 
any other quarter : I think he need be under no 
apprebenfion for thefe five or fix months at lead:.— 
And I hope there is yet time to accomplifh the 
Suba’s juft purfuits againft Purnea, and ior your 
return to us with the troops, when the rains fee 
in ; a circumftance which reads me to my iecond 
reafon. 

Though the Prince, by this year's invafion, lus 
Benefited himfelf and followers nq more than by 
the laft, yet the confe^ng^ h^s been equally fatal 
'to the country* or rather more fo.——The large 
Sure of injury the Company fuffer? in their affairs, 
by the annual continuance of thefe troubles, calls 
for our moft ferious confideration, as I fee no end 
•to them whilft we fupporc the prefent lyftem, fo 
obvioully tending (and tb^p not by flow degrees 
neither) to our employe) s ruin. To obviate this, 
lome meafures muft be adopted in concerting 
of which your piefepce vvich us and counfels arc 
abfolutely necefiary, as Toon as the prelent ex¬ 
igencies of things can admit of your abience from 

the troops.-Tins moment I am interrupted by 

letters from Mi. Amyatt of the j^ch, one to the 
Committee, the othei to myfelfj in both which 
fie lays fuch ftrefs on the neceflity of being rein¬ 
forced by Europeans and Seapoys, that I fear 
it muft over-rule all I have urged in this and my 
laft paragraph, and after all oblige youy march to 
Patna^ with what force you think pah be fpared 

from 
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from the Purnea expedition ; or whether you may 
not think it eligible to take the whole with you, 
and defer that expedition for the piefent. The 
feeming lelolution the Prince has taken, not to 
quit the province of Bahar, ancl the Increafe of 
his army, are ftiokes we could not jeafonably have 
expected after the lepulfes he received at Patna, 
By letters of the 12th from thence they advife 
us, the Pimce and his archy were retreated nine 
coife towards Tikara ; by thofe of the 14th, only 
thiee ; juft to get clear of Tallies from the city, 
Mr. Amyatt feems to write under the greateft 
apprehenfion as well for the couniry as the Com¬ 
pany’s inveftment of Salc-Petre, &x. Mealures 
for the fecmity of that muft at leaft be entered on, 
though, for my own pait, I fear if the Prince has 
really refolved to keep on this fide the Soan, and 
is pioceeding,' as Mr. Amyatt represents, fuccourd 
will ariive too late to prevent mifchief. I will 
due&ly fummon a meeting of the Select Com¬ 
mittee to leply to Mr, Amy act’s letter, and 
tranfmit you their fentnnents for your conduct. 

Since wiiting the above, I have received another 
Phirmaund from the Prince, inclofing the original 
Arzdafht of the Nabob, the truth of which ap¬ 
pears to us to carry much probability, which id 
all I fhall at prefent fay to it. What follows aie 
the fentimencs of the other gentlemen of the Com¬ 
mittee, as well as my own. 

Hitherto our condudt in fupporting the Suba’s 
government can hardly be vindicated to our em¬ 
ployers, the moie efpedally fince his flagrant and 
known breach of the treaty laft year, not only by 
his invitation of the Dutch forces fro'm Batavia^ 
but by his fhameful and mfincere fcondudt and 
dealing with us after their arrival, and to this 
hour refpeQing that people, the weaknefs and in- 
eonfiftency of his whole politics during the courfe 
F 2 of 
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of this campaign, joined to the uprated mieltiev 
muideis, and oppreflions, daily eommitccd by him 
or his fon on individuals,—the umveifal dcteltation 
of his government thioughout the piovinecs,— 
the obvious certainty ol' thefe troubles in the- 
country continuing without interruption, whilll 
this family exifls at the head of it; all thefe, with- 
many other confiderations which I could enume¬ 
rate, demonftrates, we cannot longer, confiflcnt! 
with what we owe to the Company, to natural 
juftice, and propriety, and to the Enghfh name, 
Jupport a fyftem of. usurpation and tyranny, which 
reflects difhonour on it, and mud, if pei filled in, 
involve our honourable employers and our colony 
in a fpeedy ruin.—The mole we fee of this govern¬ 
ment, tne more is verified your own jult obicr- 
vation at your fiifl knowledge of it, 1 lint it is 
rotten to the coie: What then can be expefleii 
from a fyflem rotten to the very hcait of it, in 
every fenfe—Ruin muft attend the family, in fpite 
of our efforts to fave them , and we mult as 
affuredly be partakers in a gieatei or lefs degree 
rheieof—to fay nothing of cm diawing our fwuid 
in fupport of fuch a lyftem, agamll the legal, tho’ 
unfortunate Pnncc of the country, from whom 
every advantage and emolument we can wifli for 
the Company, is tcndeied to us, without limita¬ 
tion.—This being the cafe, wc aic molt anxious for 
rwo or three days conference with you, if poflible,. 
We think, if there appears an abfolute neceflity for 
k, thatyou may difpatch i 50 or 200 hmopeans, ami 
4 cr *,oo Scapoys, to reinforce Patna ; and wifli 
you could, under the pretence of foliating a 
further lupply of troops, or ficknels, or any other 
cover which may occur to you, leave Capt. Yoike 
with your detachment, and return to ns, if for 
twenty-four hours only.—-If you find this im¬ 
practical lc\ without railing iufpuiQiis, which may. 

luave 
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have confcquenccs we cannot forelee, then favour 
me with your lcnnmencs as loon as po'fible with¬ 
out lefervc. I am, with the moft peifed confi¬ 
dence and efteem, Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. H. 

%q the Ilorovtrile J. Z. Ho l will, Epj- a Tyefi- 
dcnt and Governor of Tort Willtam. 

g j ^ Camp at BalkiJJens Gardens^ 

7 29th May, 1760. 

Y AM honoured this day withyoui favour of the 
24th inftant. My lalt letteis of the 24 th, and 
thole of yefterday, of the 28th, contain all I can 
urge in favour of our rccucn to Patna with the 
young Nabub—you item aifo convinced of the 
necefilcy of it, fince the receipt of Mr. Amyatt’s 
letteis: I fliall be glad to find it fuithtr confirmed 
by the fentiments ol the Select Committee. 

I am not mailer enough of the fub]ecl, to know 
how the Company’s liivefiment of Salt-petre will 
be fo much huit this year * and that you fear fuc- 
cours will arrive too late, to picvent much mil- 
chief, but this I am very confident of, that if we 
do not fend luccours, the whole province may be 
loft, and many years inveftments to come. 

I will endeavour now, Sir, to leply as fully as I 
can to the fubjedb on which you defne fo earneftly 
10 know my fentiments; ami hope what I have to 
fay will fo fully fatisfy you, that I need not at leaft 
leave the army until the campaign is quite con¬ 
cluded, as I,think it cannot be done without pre¬ 
judice to our affairs. 

Bad as the man may be, whole caufe we now 
fupport, I cannot be of opinion that we can get 
rid of him for a better, without running the nlk 
jof much greater inconveniences attending on fuch 
F $ a change 
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% change, than thofe we now labour under.—I pie- 
fume, the eftablifhing tranquillity in theft* pio- 
vinces would reftore to U3 all the advantages of 
trade we could wifh, for the profit and honour of 
our employers*, and I think we bid fairer to bung 
that tranquillity about, by our prefen t influence 
pver the Suba, and by lupporting him, than by 
;my change which can be made.—No new revolu¬ 
tion can take place without a certainty of tumbles; 
and a revolution will ceitainly be the confequencc, 
whenever we withdiaw our protrftion fioiu die 
Suba :—we cannot in piudente neither, I bclkve, 
leave this revolution to chance—we mull in Ionic 
decree be inftrumental to bunging it abour.—In 
fuch a cafe, it is very pofliblc we may raile a man 
to the dignity, juft as unfit to govern, as In tie to 
be depended upon, and in Ihoit, as great a loguc 
as our Nabob , but perhaps not io great a coward, 
nor i'o great a fool, and or confequence much more 
difficult to manage.—As to the injuftice of fup- 
portmg this man, on account of His cruelties, op 
prefliens, and his being detefted in his government, 
I fee fo little chance, 111 this blpfied countiy, of 
finding a man endued with the oppolite vntues, 
that I think we may put up with thele vices, with 
which we have no concern, if in other matters wc 
find him fitted for our puipofe. 

As to his breach of his treaty, by innoducing 
the Dutch laft year, that was never lo cleaily 
proved, I believe, *but as to admit of fotnc doubt; 
—Colonel Clive, befpre he left the countiy, feemed 
fatisfied that what was fufpicious in his cqnducl m 
that affair, pioceeded not from adlual guilt, but 
from the timidity of his nature.—But if we lhll 
fufpeft him horn further qrcumftances, we always 
have it in our power to pul it to the teft at once, 
by making him adt as he ought, whether he will 
or no, ' " ‘ 


With 
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With regaid to drawing our iwords againft the 
lawful Pnnce of the country; no man can more 
pity his misfortunes than I have done, nor would 
any one be mcnc willing and happy to be mftru- 
mcntal in aflilhng him to recover his juft right 
but fuch a pirin is not the thought of a day, nor 
the ext cut on of it ihe work of a few months;— 
tliere is a powerful party ftill remains;—the Vizier, 
with the Maluractas and Jutes, who, notwith- 
ftanding the conftanc fuccefs of Abdallah againft 
them, itill make head againft: him ; and fuch are 
their refouices and their numbers, that I believe 
they will at laft oblige the Patans to leave the 
Country ; for though they cannot beat them fanly 
out of the field, Lliey bid fair to ftarve them'out of 
the country. 

You have, no doubt, received advice from Mr, 
Mattings, that Abdallah hath fent orders to the 
ieveral poweis, to acknowledge rhe Prmce King 
of Indoftan, by the name ot Shaw Allum ;— 
rupees are ftruck by his order at Bnnnarras and 

Lucknow, in that name ,-oiders arc alfo given 

to Sujah Dowlatt, to accept the poft of Vizier; 
and our Nabob hath got, it is faid, inftruttions 
to acknowledge him, and pay him ihe obeifance 
due to the King of Kings, as he is filled. 

If we were perfectly fure Abdallah would re¬ 
main, as he fays, until he faw the Prince well 
fixed on the throne, and the peace and tranquillity 
of the country reftored, we might, I r think, ail 
joined together, be a match for the MahaiatLas;— 
but we muft be well allured that Abdallah will 
heartily enter, and when entered, will firmly fup- 
port the caufe.—for ftiould this appointment of 
his be no more (as it is poflible) than a fimlhing 
ftroke, to end his expedition With the eclat of hav¬ 
ing gjycn us a Mogul, and when a certain number 
of the country powers had entered into the alliance, 
f 4 he 
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he fliould think of a return to his own couniiy, 
and leave us to fight it out with the other contend¬ 
ing party, I fear the Vizier and the Maharattas 
would be toq ftrong for thofe who remained of the 
alliance, fuppofing them to be the Ruellahs, and 
Sujah Dowlatt, and the Nabob of Bengal.— 
However, fuppofing all this ftiould take place, 
why may it not be done wjth our Nabob in our 
hand, ftill his friends and his protestors ? 

I am this inftant favoured with yours of the 
25th; and I find by your poflfcript, that your 
opinion and mine, with regard to the Prince, do 
not differ much. I have no objections to follow 
the plan you propofe :—let Mr. Haftings found 
the old Nabob, and I will go to work with the 
young one, who joins me this day. 

We may continue oui maich on to Patna.—The 
Tains wil} give us time to negotiate, to fee we go 
on fure grounds, and make fuch a plan of the 
alliance, as will do us honour, and be an advantage 
to our country and our employers ; —but let us 
not abandon the Nabob.—-Befides the feafons I 
have urged above, one more ftill remains, which 
I believe will have fome weight, and make us 
cautious how we attempt, without very ftrong 
and uigent jeafons, any change in the prefent 
lyftem. 

You are well acquainted. Sir, with the caufe 
which firft gave life to the prefent {hare of influence 
which we enjoy in this part of the Mogul’s empire: 
—a juft refencment for injuries received, was the 
firft motive which induced us to make a trial of our 
ftrength,—the cafe with which we fqcceeded en¬ 
larged our views, and made us chcarfully embrace 
all opportunities of increafing that intei eft and in¬ 
fluence, both on account of the advantages which 
accrued from it to the Honourable Company, as like— 
the lrjpcs that it might in time prove a fource 
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jf benefit and riches to our country.—Such were, I 
believe, themotivesof Colonel Clive’s actions during 
his admimftiation, fuch, I believe, were the views 
of the Honourable Company, when they foliated 
and obtained Colonel Coote’s regiment from the 
Government 5 and fuch, I am certain, is the plan 
which the Colonel piopofes, on his lecuin, to pur- 
fue and to fupport, in hopes to convince the JVlim- 
ftry and the Company, a^ he is convinced himfelf, 
that if they pleafe to fupport lus project, it wilL 
prove of the greaceft advantage to the public. 

If I have Hated our fituation right, it follows, 
I believe, of couife, that we are bound with vigour 
to work on the fame plan, to aft on the fame pnn- 
ciples, and to keep up the fyftem as peifcft and 
entire as it was left in our hands $ that whatever 
refolutions the Nation or the Company may come 
to, on Col. Clive’s reprefentations, they may noc 
be dilappointed, by finding here (at lealb through 
our faults) any very mateiial change in our iitua- 
Cion, power, or ci edit. 

One word moie. All we can wifh to do is, not 
to fufFer the Nabob to impofe on us, and to check 
every beginning of an independence he may en¬ 
deavour to aflfume:—let us confult and improve, on 
every occafion that ofters, the honour and advan¬ 
tage of opr employers, and the mereafe of their 
tfade and credit; and not let them fuffer any addi¬ 
tional expence, on account of purfuing any plan 1 , 
or fupporting any iyftem whatever.—By afting 
thus, I thipk we cannot err; we run at Icaft no 
nik*, and I believe the Company’s affaiis may be 
condufted by us under this Suba, as much to their 
advantage and credit, as any other whom a revo¬ 
lution may place in the govern u.ent. 

Inclofed, I have the honour to fend Mr. Amyatt’s 
laft letter, received this morning. We have had, 
as you will fee, another brulh with the Prince’s 

troops. 
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troops, and with great fuccefs: however, if the 1 
other plan goes on, we muft put an end to this 
fighting fyftem, and talk coolly on affairs.— I lhall 
expeft the favour of your opinion with great im¬ 
patience j and have the honour to affure you that 
J am, with perfect refpedt and efteem, Sir, 

Your moft obedient and moll humble fervant, 

John Caillaud. 

It is worth remarking, that in this letter we fee 
many fpecious arguments m favour of Hill pre- 
ftrving this fyftem; apologies are made for the 
Suba’s cruelties and opprefiions; and even an at¬ 
tempt made to extenuate his condudt in the Dutch 
affair, by attributing it to his timidity.—Howfo- 
ever Colonel Clive was actuated to declare after¬ 
wards, the fentiments fet forth in tins letter, yet 
the Memorial fent to the Company, (fome time 
after it happened) carried the teftimony of convic¬ 
tion, (to his having called in the Dutch) figned by 
Colonel Clive and hi^ whole council. Foflibly we 
may be wrong; but ftill we will not hefirate to 
fay, that neither the pen nor tongue of a Cicero' 
Ihould influence us to think, the molt atrocious 
crimes and cruelties Gan admit of palliation, let 
the complexion or principles of that government 
be what they wdl,—much Jef$ vindicate the flip- 
porting fuch wickednefs, let the advantages be 
ever fo great to ourfelves,—But waving heie thefe, 
and feveral other pans of this letter, we beg leave 
to refer you to our anfwer immediately' following, 
where we think we have rendered the whole invalid, 
—It is more worthy remark, that all the arguments 
fo foicibly urged there, vamfhed on Governor 
Vanfittart’s ainval at Fort William—withque, as 
We remember, any material alteration in the face 
of affaiis i—for, after the flight of Cuddeim FJof- 
& ; n Khan, the laiqs fet in, aqd a (top was put tq 

all 
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ill operations of the field —It is true, tilings were 
growing worfc and worfc-,—but th.it was no more 
h.in was forefeen long before, as appe irs from 
VIr, Hoi well's icpeuted and urgent representations, 
in Ins part, as well as on that of the Committee, 
.hough then without obtaining any du: influence : 
nor will this be much wondered ar, when we un- 
mafit the caufe. The Major having undoubted 
regions to exptdfc a change in the government of 
Calcutta, and that Mr. Vanfittait would piobably 
aitive with us in July, or loonei , it is but rational 
fo think, that the Major rather cluA to be joined 
with Mr. Vanfutart, with whom he had been long 
connected in fr .end (hip, (than with Mr. Holwell, 
who was in a manner a ilianger to him) in the lub- 
verfion of a government which he faw muft inevi¬ 
tably be brought on, but at the fame time thought 
would admit of delay. Tins mult have been the 
'plan of thinking adopted by him then, 01 his iub- 
lequent conduct in falling immediately into, and 
having lb pnncipal a pait in deposing tv.hu Jaffier 
Khan, mult appear wholly unaccountable.—Mefiis. 
Holwell, Sumner, and Mac-Gwire, the majority 
of your Select Committee, very cleaily faw through 
this difguife 5 for they too had received intimation 
of Mr. Vanfutart’s appointment, and convinced 
that nothing could be effectually puflied l y their 
nvajonty in the Committee, without luving a con- 
cuirence fiom the heaic with the Commander m 
chid of your femes 111 the field, contented them- 
Jelvcs with lemonfuajircs on the unliapp) filuation 
of your affairs:—having no other alternative in 
thiir power. To the tiutii of this, we icmuie to 
refer to Mr. Sumner, now in England. 

Here we will beg leave to lay publicly, what we 
have often faid m pnvate to fome of' your Court of 
pirc£lors *, If you would have your affairs coii- 
ilivLtcd pioperly in Bengal, give your Commander 

1 in 
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in chief, rank, tide, emoluments, any thing to 
make him refpeflable in the eyes of that govern* 
ment, and your own forces,—but give him not a 
vote in youi Committees or Councils :—recent and 
melancholy proofs evince the lmpropiicty of doing 
it.—There will ever be one fet of political views in 
the cabinet, anil another in the camp •, and this 
inevitably mult be the cafe.—if it had not been fo, 
you would, in the month of May 01 June 1760, 
haVe been yourfelves Subas of Bengal, and now m 
pofiefiion of between two and three millions fterling 
per anmm. 


To John C ail laud, Efq\ 

SIR, CaLutia , June 14, 1760. 

M ANY of thevaiious reaibns you afTign for 
our fupportmg this government, at all 
events, I'fhould molt readily iubmic to, were we" 
at the fame time in any iltuation of fupporting and 
conducing the Company’s affairs with fuccefs and 
honour, or indeed of conducing them at all. They 
are burthened with a military foice at the expence 
of near 50,000 Rupees each month, their bare pay, 
belides the immenfe cliaige of military floies, 8cc. 
The charges of theii wotks, one momh with an¬ 
other, amount to liom 70 to 90,000 Rupees. 
The Company’s great fupport, at this time, will be 
expefted from their Bengal inveltments; and if we 
return them this feafon one fhip’s compleat cargo, 
it will be the utmofl the prelent profpedt piomifes: 
for fome time the bulinefs at their different Arungs 
has been at a ftand, they have in a manner loft 
their filk inveflment for this feafon.—.The balance 
of their treafuty, one lack and half only, without 
any hopes of a mateiial fupply, wc having ufed 
every means in our power to bonow on their ac- 
without luccels: In hourly expectation of 

their 
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their credit fuffering further difgrace, from our 
inability to anfwer the feveral bills diawn on us 
from different quarters i in lei's than the fpnce of 
one month a difgraceful ftop muft be put to the 
progrefs of our new worksand I declare to you, 
I fee not where we (hall get money for the pay of 
our troops in garrifon, and much lefs foi the fer- 
vice of the marine, and othei current expences of 
the Prefidtmcy.'—I have no doubt but 5011 will 
give due weight and attention to the foregoing ical 
ftate of the Company’s affairs, and from thence be 
convinced* that the fupport of the prelcnt fyftem, 
until the Company’s plealure is known, will 1 educe 
us to no fyftem at all $ the more iuiely fo, as we 
have fo little foundation to expert any fupphes at 
all from them* by the fliips of this fealbn. 

Had it ever been my wifh or intention to have 
taken our fupport from the prefent Nabob, and 
transfer it to any other* your arguments, in that 
cafe, would have all the weight with me they 
fo greatly merit; but, I think, on a rep refen tat ion. 
of mine to you, and the copy of mine to Mr. 
Amyatt, you will fee that was not my aim j for 
I concur minutely with your objc&ions to fuch a 
ftep, and am very clear we fliould not mend our 
fituation by a revolution in favour of any other, 
who would, as you truly obferve, piove as bad as 
the prefent, and probably worfe .—But my views 
for the Company went much higher. That the 
country will never be in a fettled, peaceful ftate* 
whilft this family is at the head of it, is a politico 
I lay down as inconteftable 5 and that until the 
country enjoys that ftate, the Company’s affairs 
muft, in confequence, be daily approaching to* 
certain ruin: I therefore judge we could never be 
poffeffed of a more juft or favourable opportunity 
to carry into execution, what muft be done^ I 
plainly fee, one time or other, if the Company 
' have 
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have ever a fecure footing in the provinces, to wit,* 
Take this country into their own hands, limiting 
ourfelves to the province of Bengal only, or ex¬ 
tending our views to thofe of Bahar and Orixa, as 
on futiue debate might be thought mod eligible. 
The fituation of the Prince at prefent is fuch, that 
I am fuie he would readily and thankfully hearken 
to an overture from us, and without hefitation, 
grant a Phirmaund appointing the Company per¬ 
petual Subas of the piovince. His two Phir- 
maunds to me, as I before advifed you, offered a 
Carte Blanche for the Company % and I daie fay, 
that to you was of the fame tenor. With lefpedt 
tb the validity of receiving a Phirmaund from him, 
I cannot think it pofiibly liable to impeachment 
That he is the legal heir to the empne is beyond 
comradiiSlian ; that Abdallah has proclaimed him 
Empeior, by the name of Shaw Allum, ordered 
Siccas to be ftruck in his name, and called him to 
the throne, are truths which now I believe will 
admit of no doubt. But, on fuppoficion things 
fhould come to the world, and the iffue of them 
at laid prove in favour of Shaw Jehawn, I conceive 
it would veiy little affeit us, when once in pof- 
feflion of the provinces ; for let the lot of empire 
fall to whom it will, the regular remittance of the 
ilipulated levenues of the country, from which that 
couit had hardly benefited lince the time of Sujah 
Khan, would fecure a confirmation, from whatever 
Prince fills the throne, if his eyes are open to his 
own intereld. 

The foregoing favourable circumftances confi- 
dered, together with the prefent Idate of the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs, and the many juft caufes and provo¬ 
cations we certainly have agamfd lupporting this 
government any longer, can we, confidently With 
out duty to the Company, difregard am overture,' 
Which in fad came firfd from the Prince,* fo im- 

menfely 
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nenfely advantageous to their affairs—and redound- 
ng fo greatly to their honour ?—and by which we 
hould be fufficiently enabled to prevent the French 
■ver regaining a footing in Bengal, or even an en- 
rance to the countiy ?—Circumftances we have 
nnft to apprehend from, of any thing that can 
DOffiblv happen to the moleftation and dcftrudtion 
if the Company’s influence and concerns in India j 
Tor in fucli an event, we can, from experience, 
ndge the affiftance we fliould leccive from the prc- 
lent government. 

I have this moment received your favour of the 
ioth fiom Hybut Gunge, and think five or fix 
days will bring you near the city. As nothing 
material has happened, your obliging apology for 
not writing more frequently, was needlcfs, for I can 
very foon account for every moment of your time, 
in fuch troublefome and forced marches.—I obferve 
the firft frefh difcouragements which check the 
Prince’s hopes; and yet I think if he gives us the 
Su bad ary, promotes Mhir Jaflier and his fon to 
fome considerable polls, and takes them and their 
troops with him, and is joined by 4 or 500 of Eu¬ 
ropeans, with 2 or 3000 Seapoys, and a good field 
artillery, the refult would be in his favour? and 
that, with thefe helps, he would gain the throne 
of his anceftors:—for though after the late fuccefs 
of the Morattors again ft Abdallah’s Vifier, it might 
be imprudent in Sujah Dowlet to advance to the 
fouthward > yet when he was joined by the Prince^ 
with a formidable force, there would be no objec¬ 
tion to Sujah Dowlet's joining him with his whole 
power, in his march to Delly.-—Think, Sir, how 
glonous a circumftance for our Company and na* 
tion, to be aiding in fa juft and honourable a fcr- 
vice 1 and what might they not both expeft, if the 
Prince was eftablimed on the throne of Indoftan \ 
3 an 
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an event which appears to me a moiat certainty, by 
luch a coalition as is jull hinted at above* 

If matters (hould dunce to come into treaty, a 
ratification of Colonel Clive’s Jagier mult not be 
forgot. I am with real efteem, Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servanr, 

J. X, II. 

How far his Loidfhip’s prior and fubicquciit 
treatment of Mr. Holwell, merited tins tender 
confideration, we leave to his Lordlhip’s bread j— 
and only remark, that this thought never occum'd 
to his bofom friends, when they had it m tlivrr 
power to have fciecncd him fiom much tinoble 
and more anxiety. 

To Peter Amyatt, Ef<j\ 

SIR, Calcutta , 30th May, tyb(\ 

S INCE mine of the 25th, I have received a 
letter from Mr. Haftings, enclofing abftiatts 
of one from Jugul KilTore, the Nabob’s agent at 
Delly, to the Nabob, advifmg him of the Sliaw 
Zadda being afhially proclaimed King, and called 
to the thione by Abdallah ; and that the Vizcrut 
was fent to Suza Dowln, who has already ilruck 
Siccas in the Prince’s name. If this incident is 
really faft, which appears piobable enough from 
the many particulars recited m Jugul Kiffore’s let¬ 
ter, our proceedings will require the nicdl conduit 
at this conjunfture j and as we have hitherto op- 
pofed his arms, we muft attone in future for fucli 
Dppofmon, by making our force as ferviceable to 
him as poffible,—even by joining him with fuch 
part of them as we can poffibly fpare, to aflift him 
in fecurmg the peaceable pofieflion of the tlirone j 
provided we can thereby gain fome effential point, 
a . which 
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which wc muft now molt afliduoiifly purfue, fdr 
the Company’s benefit; die fiv o is and actom- 
phfliment of which will greatly depend on yours 
and tlu* Majoi’s addled, to whom I Hia.ll cnclofcJ 
copy of tin-, that you may adt in concert on this 
occafion fui the pul'Ik pood -- -- 

On luppoiitum dm tin: Punce is recognised 
Emprioi b) Abdallah, I do not ice how we can, 
confident with our duty to the Company, to natu¬ 
ral jufiict*, or iound politics, fnpport this family 
any longer againit the Prince, without the molt 
flagrant breach and violation of the laws of nations: 
W hi lit Ins right remained doubtful, a pretext 
barely plaufible remained for our condudt, but 
this recognition of the Prince by Abdallah, and 
the principal Omrahs of this empire, diverts us 
even of that pretext ■, and our perfifting will lay 
Us, I fear, not only Liable co cenfure from the Com¬ 
pany, but fiom the whole wruld. 

That the Suba will labour to exculpate himfelf, 
by throwing the odium of the refinance made to 
the Prince in thefe dominions on us, I have not 
the leaft doubt; of which there needs no ftronger 
proof, than his fecreting this extiaordinary event, 
which on the inftant he fhould have communicated 
to me, by virtue of the treaty fubfiding between 
him and the Englifii; for all the intelligence of 
this affair I have from Mr. Hidings only, who 
obtained the copy of Jugul Kiflore’s letter from 
the Moonfhee, contrary, he believes, to the Suba’s 
intentions j—fo that, on the whole, we may rea- 
fonably conclude, he is well advanced by this time 
in making his peace with the Pnnce at our ex¬ 
pence, and poflibly at the price of the Company’s 
ruin *,—in which he mud be countermined without 
lofs of time, and every piece of treachery carefully 
guarded againd, which either he or his fon, we 
know, arc capable of projecting againft our troops, 

G or 
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or ir. I veilciday leceued a Idler fi.vn rh * old 
Nabob, dcliiing me to outer paic ol Captain 
tiicheds command to Midnapoie, tor the k\u.ity 
of that place, and collection of the ir.cnue**; 
which in my anivver I abfolutely rcfulkl, aHedpinj; 
for realbn that his own people were fully equal in 
that fei vice, and that 1 could not think of inaLsnj; 
any furthoi dliperfion of our troops at a tm a 
when we might daily expert an enemy in (.he nvei*. 
—We cannot be too much upon our guard agmiil 
this government, at this veiy uitiud period, lor I 
peifcrtly know it capable of the mull luperlatiee 
bafenefs and tieachery. 

All thefe particulais prennlud and duly emili- 
dered, the plan for our immediate tondurt obvi- 
oufly prefects itfelf. The Jinnee’s lelentment tn 
this family is iuch, that I am ton/inced the find 
overture from us would be molt readily embraced 
by him and his MinifteM, that now we Ihall have 
it in our own power to make our own terms foi 
the Company ; and that if we lofe this opponunity, 
it is evident to mewefhall never get anodiet i and that 
the Company mull ever lemam on the mo ft preca¬ 
rious and dangeious fooung in this cnuntiy. 

The teims to be laboured for, which now occur 
to nuy aie, ill, The Su bad ary of Bengal, coin- 
pnling Siccli-gully, or Tdlnguiiy, for the Com¬ 
pany.—-2d, Their Governor, lor the ume being, 
to bear the title of Suba, or Nizam of the pu>- 
’Vincf'j.—jb, Mr Law and lm troop, 10 n.* fi h- 
vered up to m—4th, N*u othei kur*pL.iii power 
whatever to be alleged to hold oi maintain a lurtifi- 
cmion or tioops in the provnue,—5th, An ablolutc 
'giant, or phiiinaund, tor the feeunty of oui Salt¬ 
petre farm, fiee fom all caveats and difficulties.— 
6th, A ratification of our treuue, with Smajad 
Dowla, and the pi dint Suba—7th, Full indemni¬ 
fication and acquittal to the Company, for all our 

antient 
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Aiiticnr pliirniiinnJ'j, giants, ami privileges, and 
full confirmation oi the lame to the company.— 
nth, \ IlUvl to be obtained trorn the Empeior to 
tlie King of (iiivi-Ih tain, fetting ioitli the paiti- 
CLi 1 ill's oi .'ll thole yum to lin iubjefts. 

On out file \\r engage, ill, To make due and 
regul.11 mmiunct to comt, of the flipulaied lcve- 
mns of the piovmee—zd, To quit the piotc&ion 
oi the pielenL iarmly in the government—-jd, To 
pa) ohedieme to nil oulcis dining itom the tluonc-, 
..lid .jth, T» join the Pi nice with ;ill the Hoops we 
tan polfiblv ipau iinm the del due of the Com 
pane's pofleflions ■ but Lins lull, aiticle to be avoid¬ 
ed, it pi .li Lie able. 

It you, jointly with Major Caillaud, think the 
foregoing plan can be carried into execution, con¬ 
fident wnh the Company’s lafccyand advantage, the 
lame lliall be laid U'to r e the IVvid, and piopet 
jimvi'. tunhuitud 10 ] ou d it mi us with their 
anpmv.l. It you |ut'; •- u impiau.u.* i ble, favour 
me wi h youi lentmients, and point out what other 
probable K heme ve cun adopt, to extricate the 
Company's aifaits from the dilliculties and ob- 
Itrudtions’ they labotu under. 1 am, Sir, 

Your mofl obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 

To the ILii. John Zzvu. IIgi-v/ei,l. 

S I R, Camp at /V* i:h rtukc^ June 26, 176b, 

S INCE I had the plcafuie to apprize you of 
Captain Knox’s iuccels again ft Caudim Hof- 
fein Khan, I have eroded the nvei with the Na¬ 
bob, and have been in full puifuit of the fame 
enemy for feveral clays paft. Encumbered by his 
ttcafure, and a gieat quantity of baggage, he was 
very much impeded in his retieat, and retired fo 
How from m, that yeflerday morning, after a 
(j 2 march 
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m.ircii of fix horns, ue found ouilelvcs in fight 
of his rear-guard. Aduled of our approach, lie- 
had then juft ftruck his camp, whcicin he left 
twelve very fmall pieces of cannon; and without 
iceming to ohferve us, continued on his way about 
thiee cofs fuithcr, with our army following him. 
At the extremity of a large plain, bordered by a 
thick grove, and three or four villages*, which 
covered part of his troops, he made a halt, and 
drew up his cannon. We did the fame upon the 
plain, and a mutual cannonading enfued. Pie- 
vious to this, I had fent lepcaced meifages to the 
Nabob (who remained a confidcrable diftance in 
ow rear) immediately to difpatch a body of ca¬ 
valry, to flop them and keep them in play, and 
not fuffer fo fair an uccafion to be irretrievably 
loft; urging, at the lame time, how impoflible it 
was for men on foot, fatigued with a. long march* 
to attempt topuii’ue hoife; but he continued deal* 
to my remonftrances, and inftead o£ fending me 
the leaft atJiftance, founed his troops above a mile 
in our rear, and theie waned looking on until the 
enemy quitted the field. From the commence¬ 
ment of the cannonading until the firing ceafed, it 
was about four hours. Little execution was done 
on either fide. Two or three times they appeared 
m a large body, coming down upon us; but on 
our advancing,* immediately ictieatcd. We drove 
them from the villages, and they abandoned to us 
feven more pieces ot cannon, and as many can els 
loaded with rockets. During the aflion, which 
very probably was a feint, for that very purpofe, 
ftey found means to unload all their hackeries of 
their treafuie, Genanah, and other valuable cffcfls, 
to place them upon camels and elephants, with 
which they went off, and aie now far enough out 
of our reach. All then empty hackeries they alfa 
left behind than. Nothing could induce the Na- 
2 bob* 
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bob, even after all was over, to fend a body of 
horfe to intercept them in their retreat, which 
might have been effected with very little hazard. 

I marched feven cofs after them this morning, but 
found they had loft their camp, and departed m 
the night. I have the honour to be, with equal 
refped and eflccm, Sit, 

Youi moll obedient, humble fervanc, 
JOHN CAILLAUD. 

?£> PtTtR Ami att, EJg\ 

SIR, July i, 1760. 

I N expedition of hearing more particularly fiom 
you, on the Majoi’s ai rival with you, I defer- 
led hitherto replying to your favour of the 12th; 
but now tendei you my bdt thanks for that, and 
another of the 19th, with its duplicate. 

We may lay, veiy tiuly, that we have -not 
gained much by this wildgoofe campa'gn. The 
Piince and his friends have gained lels, except we 
tofs them a drubbing or two into their fcale. Knox 
is a brave fellow, and I dare fay the Major Will 
finifh Cudheim Hofiein Khan, .as you phrafe it, if 
he does but ftay, and give him as fair an oppor¬ 
tunity. But pray, after all, what is to be the end 
of all thefe marches, -court ter-maichings, drub¬ 
bings, &c. ? Methinks we leem fo keen after this 
royal game, as -never once to reoolled, that the 
Company muff ilarve, if we find them no other 
amufement; we will fuppofe Cudheim Hoflein 
Khan finiflied, and the Prince driven out of the 
-country, with all his adherents, until the rains 
break up; when, in all human probability, the 
fame royal hunt begins again, and fo on, ad infi¬ 
nitum, whilft the Company have nothing but ruin 
in profped, No money, no goods, no credit even 
with that £svttnmmt we are fupportingj which 

G 3 on 
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on the contrary, in place of advancing, in this diH 
treffed ftate of our affairs, obftrudts and cm bar ruffes 
vis on eveiy occafion, in the colle&ion of the 
Tunckas which are our due, and is capable of ie- 
fufing us a pcnvunnah for a year or two’s chinam 
to finifli oyr new wotks. And to form to you u, 
compleat idea of Mahomet Jaffier Aly Khan, he 
is now,'at this very juncture, whilft we are Hiking 
our own throats to fave his, in fecret negociation 
with the Morattors, to introduce a body of 25 or 
30,000 of them into the piovinces. He lus agiced 
to pay them 12 lack in three months, a conikkrable 
iVtra was near being advanced to them, wl>en he 
was informed I had intelligence of it, and then he 
dropped it. Muflaloode Mahomet Khan was dii- 
patched to Cuttack, with two other Morattors, to 
finifli this bufinefs. 

I am forry the M^jpr’s feptjments and yours feem 
to differ from my own, fefpefling the neceftity we* 
are under of luppoiting this government, at all 
events and m ail circumftances. I mull confefs, 
my reafon is not at all convinced of this obliga¬ 
tion. If this tnuft hold until the Company’s plea- 
fure be known, it can hold on no othej terms, 
than the Nabob’s making over 1 ‘orne other parts of 
the country, that will fully reimbuife the cxpcnce 
of the ti oops; for by Heaven! we Hull not be 
nble to pay them two months longer- I am truly, 
Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z, H, 


Tp Mr * Wareew Hastings* 

SIR, Fort William^ 16th July, 1760, 

y OUR obliging letter of the 12th reached me 
only this morning, as alio yours to the Select 
^'ommitLee. Jhe Hidden death .pf the yuung Na~ 

hqf* 
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lub is very (lukian, ami muft, T think, ivuifion 
commotions in the piovinecs. Had 1 'iovidenix 
thought piopcr to have appointed, by the lain- 
Jlaih, Rajah Raagebullub lo attend him to the 
ocher woild, the countiy would have had a double 
benefit. Mh:i.in’*i tioops, leuiinmg under his 
eomm.md, 1 clunk will piove bad policies. He 
lias been .a ihe bottom, tlie gie.it caule of the long 
di lien lit ms between Mhhan and his father - 3 and the 
young Nabob's tioops, vve prfctly well know, have 
neither a'VecLion for the old Nabob, nor can put 
faith 01 confidence in .him. My leign lslhott; 
f l eon reive Mr. VanlittarL will at live with us m ten 
days rhe iarthell', howcvci, ilioit as it is, I would 
willingly employ the lall hout of it ior the advan¬ 
tage of the public: ihall theidorc tianfmit with 
this that advue co the old Nabob, which appears 
to me molt ulliuul fui lus kmce at this juncture, 
-and what will, I think, piove moll conducive to 
the Uuhmj tne pe.uo and u.uupuDiLy ol Ins ioim- 
try. Copy oi i"v li iter to the old Nabob [ mclolb 
you; mv pi hi, you will olileive, is Ihoit, and 
calily to be dlected, now liis Ion is gone—to wit, 
to throw’ iiimleU into the ainii of Mhir Cofiim Aly 
khan anil Roy Doolub; <md difmifs fiom his 
Councils thole two vipers, Aga Salah of Cuttack, 
.Hid Rajah Bullob, as well as that infamous miliu- 
ment of his uuelties, Chuuon. 

You will iinpity to the N.ibub, that, on the re¬ 
ceipt of your Inter, I paid cveiy cullomary com¬ 
pliment to lus Ion’s mcmoiy, iuch as minute guns, 
colours of die fort and flups limited hull malt, &c. 
and have wrote him ulfo a iep.itu.te letter ol condo¬ 
lence on lIus melancholy ocrulion. I am, Sir, 

Your molt oh-\ha*.L humble Servant, 

J. 2. II. 

c 4 r- s ' 
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P. S. You will obferve, that in tny letter to the 
Nabob, I have as yet only mentioned Coifim Aly 
Khan to him. 

Thus far advanced, we think it eficntially pro¬ 
per to lay the whole progrefs of this revolution be¬ 
fore you, even to the minuteft circumftance. 

To give governor Yanfittart a full knowledge of 
the prelent Situation of the provinces, and ftate of 
the Company's affairs, the correfpondence and me¬ 
morial were preferred to his perufal and confulera- 
tion, together with all letters received, as well from 
the country powers as others, The relult was a 
declaration from him, that one or other of Mr, 
Holwell’s plans mull be purlued, without lofs of 
time, to lave the Countiy and Company fiom im¬ 
pending ruin.—Colonel Caillaud was immediately 
ordered from Patna to join our Councils—he ar¬ 
rived. Three or four days produced, from the 
Governor, a long ftatement of the prefent face of 
affairs, and the neceflity of adopting meafnres 
therein propofed, which were in a manner literally 
taken from the correfpondence and memorial, and 
obtained the fandtion and concurrence of Colonel 
Caillaud, and the majority not only of the com¬ 
mittee, but of the council alfo. 

At this period Mr. Holwell received frequent 
letters from Mhir Mahomet Coflim Aly Khan, 
containing theftrongeftprofeffions and aflurances in 
favour of the Company, if, by our fuppoit, he 
was promoted to the fucceffion of the Dewafnnee, 
and other pofts enjoyed by the late Chuta Nabob, 
his brother-in-law. Thefe letters were duly com¬ 
municated to Mr. Vanfitiart, to whom he likewile 
wrote, but with more referve, imagining Co¬ 
lonel Caillaud had fwayed him in favour of Rajah 
Raagebujlob, though without any real ground for 
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fuch fufpicion. Thefe matters being debated in 
committee, it was judged eligible to obtain per- 
miHion for Coflim Aly Khan’s paying a vifit to 
Calcutta 5 a arcumftancehe himlelt had intimated, 
in a letter to the Governor and Mr. Holwell, the 
times gave good pictcnce tor it, to wit, adjufting 
the operations of the next campaign, and finally 
iettling the accounts of the Tunka’s. To gain this 
point, the Governor and Mr. Holwell wrote to the 
Suba with good fuccefs; Coflim Aly Khan had per* 
million to come to Calcutta, and left the cityfome 
da\s after, and arrived with us about the 20th of 
September. 

The ufual ceremonies over, he had a private 
conference or two with the Governor j but Hill 
forming doubts of his being influenced by Colonel 
Caillaud, kept himfdf much on the referve; the 
Governor expoflulated with him on fo improper a 
conduct. To this he replied, that he had the 
flrongefl: reafons to conclude the new Colonel was 
his enemy; acd therefore defired Mr. Holwell 
might be deputed to have a conference with him* 
to whom he could open his whole heart with con¬ 
fidence and freedom 5 to which the Governor gave 
a ready aflent* 

Mr. Holwell being well apprized that Coja Pe- 
trufe (to whom the Company owed much in the 
laft revolution, but much more m this) had the> 
greateft weight with, and influence over Coflim 
Aly Khan, had fecured him on the fide of the 
Company j and at a private interview with him, 
at Mr. Holwell’s garden, on the fame day of the 
conference between the Governor and Coflim Aly 
Khan, Mr. Holwell formed a rough plan of the 
terms which muft be infilted on for the Company, 
in lieu of the protection and fupport given to Cof¬ 
fin! Aly Khan ; which X^etrufe engaged’he would 
promote, to the utmoft of his power and influence. 

The 
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The next morning, the 24th of September, Mr* 
Holwell communicated his confidence with I’etiufe, 
and laid the rough plan befoic the Governor and 
Seledt Committee, who approved of it, with little 
variation; and the 25th was appointed lor the 

conference between him and Coflim Aly Khan_ 

They met at feven, and about nine Mr. I Iolvvdl 
received a meffage from the Governor, intimating, 
that the Seleft Committee was going to lit, and 
would continue fitting until he joined them with 
the lefult of the continence. 

After the ufual compliments, and many giatelul 
acknowledgments on the pait of Coliim Aly Klun, 
for. the many inftances of friendship lie had ic- 
qewed from Mi. Ilolvvell, duung hh government, 
the feene in point,opened 5 when, witli veiy little 
helitation, he difcoveicd lus vicars were 11101c ex¬ 
tensive than had been imagined. ,Hc inged the 
repeated treacherous condpft of the Suba and the 
late young Nabob to the EngUfh, who had* been 
not only their Cieators, but their fuppoit and pre¬ 
ferred , expatiated on their ciudties and minders, 
and the umverfal abhorience of the people againft 
the Suba and lnshoufu, dwelt much on his per¬ 
sonal ingiatitude to himleli, in two attempts which 
lie had made on his life,, at the mitigation of the 
late young Nabob exclaimed againft the lea a 
negociation he had carried on with the Shaw Zaddu 
and the DuLch j—communicated the private orders 
he had jeccived from the Suba, when he was lent 
down againft the Dutch, to favour them, in con¬ 
tradiction to the public ones, tianlmitted by the 
Suba at that time to Mr. Holwell *, clofing this 
introduction with laying, that the Suba was inca-. 
pable of government ; that no l’aith or truft could 
be put in him ; and that, if lie was not taken off, 
it would never be in his power to render the 

Cojmpany 
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Company thofe fcivices which lie had fo much at 
hearr. 

Mi. 1 Tolwell, who little expected a preliminary 
of this kind, expieiled much alloniflmient and ab- 
hoircnce at the oveituie—and icplicd, " That 
tc Imwibcve. little the Suba deieived confideration, 
u vet thai the honour of the Company, and the 
Knglilh name, loibid our hearkening to any 
ltt ait* nig is nj\amft his life or dignuy; that cait 
-* would he taken, nenhci he noi Ins evil mimfters 
ihculdin Lututc have powci eithei to injure him, 
the Company, or iiK Coimtiy, in the mannei h( 
l * had alieady dune ; but time unlefs he (Coflin 
1,6 Alv Khan) dropped all mention, as well as ever 
intention mid attempt of the meafurc he hai 
“ intimated, thr eonfuence mufl end $here*” T 
drs he ncquielled, but with evident diftatisfadhoi 
of countenance * and only added, that as he hai 
n i lupi'Oit but the Knglidi, he mull iubmit to thei 
im.i’oies; but feared Mr. Ilolwuli was not f 
im'i li Ins inuul as he hoped and ixpcfted. 

Tins obftrudlion being; lemoved, bulinefs an 
r .jell .dietcation took place i none prefenl bi 
C'fKm Aly Khan, Mr. llolwell, Coja Pctruh 
and ColTim Aly Khan’s head Moonfhce tor Perfia 
f^neury) •, and after debate on each aruclc, tl 
following were agreed to. 

ilt, Th.it ColTim Aly Khan fhall be inveflt 
with the iJewannee, be declined Chuta Nabo 
and fucceflbr in the Snbalhip to Mhir Jaifier A 
Khan, and enjoy all the pods polTefied by the la 
young Nabob. 

id, Th.u all afts of the government fhall ri 

under the leal of, and m the name of-Ml 

Jallier Aly Khan j but the executive power fhou 
reft, m Cufliin Aly Khan ; the dignity of the Su 
to remain inviolable m the pci Ion of thcfoimi 

w 
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with an allowance of one Lark of Rupees per 
menfem, for the fupporL u ins houfliokl, ike. six¬ 
pences. 

3d, That Coflim Aly Khan fhall pay and make 
good the balance of the Tunka’s, as lately ad- 
jufted with Omid Roy, on the part of JafEer Aly 
Khan. 

4th, That the Company fliall keep up a Hand¬ 
ing force, for the defence of the government and 
provinces, confifting of 8000 Scapoys, 2000 .Eu¬ 
ropean Foot, 2000 Country Cavalry, and 500 
European Horfe. 

5th, That to enable the Company to keep up 
the above {landing force, the countries of Burdo- 
maan, Midnapore, Chittygang, and half the an¬ 
nual produce of the Chinam at Sillet, {hall be 
ceded to the Company in perpetuity. 

The above five articles contain the full tenor and 
cflendals of the treaty, though not a literal copy of 
it.—A fixth article, preflfed by Mr. Hoi well, That 
Coffim Aly Khan fhould concur with the Englilh 
in acknowledging the rights of the Shaw Zadda to 
the throne of Indoftan, was left dormant, and to 
be adjufted ?s future events fliould point out. 

By one o’clock in the afternoon, Mr. flolwcll 
attended the Committee, with the articles agreed 
to by Cofilm Aly Khan, which met the unanimous 
approval of the members. At this committee it 
was moved and requefted by the Governor, and 
backed by the Committee, That Mr. Holwell 
would accompany the Colonel (who was ordered 
to return to Patna) as far as the city, with joint 
powers from the Committee, to carry the foregoing 
articles into execution amicably, if poflible, other- 
wife to force the Suba to a compliance. To this 
purpofe they were to be accompanied by a detach¬ 
ment of 200 Europeans, 4 pieces of field artillery, 
and 5 or 600 Seapoys, under the command of 

Major 
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Major Yorke, on pretence of reinforcing the troop! 
at Patna. 

This fervice was peremptorily refilled by Mr. 
Holwell, for the following reafons:—Firft, He faw 
no fufficient necellity for it. Secondly, He was pre¬ 
determined to refign the fervice asfoon as ihe treaty 
was figned. Thirdly, He mull have been fecond 
only in the commiflion with the Colonel; a cha¬ 
racter he could by no means fubmit to, under a 
gentleman he had lb lately commanded ^ a circum- 
iiunce which would have rendeied Mr. Holwell of 
little weight or confequence at the city.—On his 
refulal, the Governor declaicd he would go up 
himfelf with the Colonel, on pictence of paying 
the fit ft vifit to the Suba. 

The 26th and 27th of September palled in con¬ 
ferences between the Governor and Coffim Aly 
Khan, in drawing the treaty out fair, and adjuft- 
ing me.iluics touching the cariying it into execu¬ 
tion. The 27th, at night, a Committee was held 
at the Governor’s houfc, and the treaty inter¬ 
changeably figned by the CommitLee on the one 
part, and by Mhir Mahomet Coflim Aly Khan 
Bahadr on the other. The 28th,. he made an 
entertainment for the Governor and Council; and 
the 29th, in the morning, took his leave, and de¬ 
parted for the city.—The fame morning Mr. Hol¬ 
well took his leave of the Board, and reflgned the 
fervice. 

Major Yorke, with his detachment, marched a 
few days after, with inftrufitions to arrive at the city 
a day or two after Coflim Aly Khan, that he might 
be near enough to protefr him, if there fhould be 
occaflon. The Governoi and the Colonel followed 
loon after, and arrived at the city with the detach¬ 
ment, and took up their quarters at Moradbaag, 
on the oppolice fide of the river to Moorlhadabad. 
—But here we will take up the thread of this 

detail 
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detail liom J\Tr. Vanfuun’s nun wind;, in hi* te- 
monftrance to the I'o.iul of Oik tm.i, of ulmh w* 
luckily have a cop), bct'innm;* whole In 1 have. nH, 
with the murder of Aly Vendee Khan 1 > kmi'ty, 
already fpoken to.- 

£C Executions of this kind had made the Nabob 
<c the dread or the detelkuion ol all good men , 
c£ and he neceffarily became a prey to people ol 
* £ mean cxtrnd:Vion and altjetH dilpofitions, who 
te knowing that a government fo maiiiigul could 
<£ not Hand long, fought only to make thnnlelves 
* £ nch by opprdlions of all forts upon the country 
“ and inhabitants. To the heavy ta\cs hud by 
cc them on markets, is afenbed the prelent unufual 
* £ fcaicity and dcarnefs of piovifions at the city, 
<l the capital of a country once cflecmcd the mull 
“ plentiful in the woild. The peribns who lu\e 
cc had the chief fhaie in this bad management me, 
* £ Keenooram, Moniloll, and Checon, all of low 
“ birth, and the two fiift the menial fervants of 
<£ JafEer Aly Khan, befote he came to the hiubah- 
ct llnp, Tliefe managed fo, as to engage him 
* £ continually in idle or vicious amulements, keep* 
<£ ing him by that means in utter ignorance of his 
affairs, and m a ftate of indifference as to their 
e£ fuccefs. No money came to lus treafury, at the 
fame time nothing was paid to his auny, infb- 
« much that his troops mutinied, and furrounded 
“ his palace in a tumultuous manner, threatening 
" to take away his life; which they certainly 
u would have done, had not his fon-in-law, the 
piefenc Coffim Aly Khan, become anfwcrable, 
u and paid them a very large fum out of his own 
<£ treafury. This happened laft June: and if the 
, <e imminent danger with which his perfon was 
“ threatened on this occafion, awakened him for a 
“ moment, no fooner was it removed again to a 
“ diftance, than he fell back into the lethargy 

“ which 
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et which had fo long pofiefftd him ; the fame uff- 
“ worthy miniflcrs remained (till his only conn- 
« fellois, and continued in the management of his 
affaus to the lafl: day of his admimfhation ; 

“ which he left in lo confufed and impovci lilied a 
“ ftate, that in all human appearance another 
« month could hardly have run thiough, before 
« he would have been cut oil' by hi*, own Seapoys, 

* 6 and the city became a feenc of plunder and dif- 
« order, the Nabob having made no further pio- 
“ vifion for the payment of the long an ears due 
(t to his people, after Coftim Aly Khan had fiecd 
« lum from his iormer extremity. This danger 
“ he could not but foreiee, and more than once 
« declared his appiehcniions, yet had not the 
1,1 power to exeit the neccflary means for pjevent- 
w ing it, but llink the deeper into dt je&ion, 

" Belides this mteftine danger to which the go- 
ts vernment was rxpofed, two atnnes wcie in Lhe 
« held, and waiting only the fair weadier to ad- 
“ vance, the Shaw Zadda towaids Patna, and the 
«« Beerboon Rajahs of Biillnpooi, Ramgur, and 
« the other countries bordering upon the moun- 
“ tains, were ready to lhake oil their dependance, 
« and had already offered confiderable fupplies to 
“ the Beerboon Rajah. The Rajah of Carrucki- 
« poor had committed open hoflilities, and 
« taken poffeflion of all the country about Bogglo- 
« poor, which entirely ftopped the communication 
« between lhe two provinces on that fide of the 
“ river; in a word, the whole countiy feemed upe 
« for an univeifal revolt, tliofe parts only excepted, 
u whofe natural wcaknels or neighbouihood with. 
« the city intimidated them from taking up arms. 
“ To encounter all thefe diificulues, there was 
« nothing but troops without pay, ftom whom 
“ theiefoie no great efforts could be cxpedlcd: 
« oflhisaveiy lccent mftantc occurs in iliede- 

“ tachmenc 
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44 tachment which was ordeied againft the Beer* 
44 boon Rajah, three months before the Nabob's 
44 abdication, but never advanced more than rhiet 
44 cofi from the city s irt which fituation it conti- 
* ( nued upon my arrival theie. 

44 All who are now in Bengal, and acquainted 
44 with the tranfaftions of the government, will bear 
44 witnefs that this is a true deicription of fafb?: 
44 and all who are convinced of the fails, will 
44 certainly agree, that affairs were at an extiemity 
44 no longer to be neglefted without manifdt dan- 
“ ger of having the piovinces over-run, and the 
44 trade entirely ruined. I was refolved therefore 
“ to ufe my utmoft endeavours to get theie bad 
44 mimfters removed j and judging it might be dif- 
44 ficult to prevail on the Nabob to part with lus 
u favourites without fome degree of violence, I 
46 biought with me a detachment of Europeans and 
46 Seapoys, under pretence of fending them with 
“ Colonel Caillaud, to reinforce the army at 
44 Patna. 

46 I arrived, with the Colonel, at Coffimbuzar, 
44 the 14th of October, and the next day the Na- 
44 bob paid us a vifit. The 16th we went to the 
44 city and returned the vifit: on the 18th, the 
44 Nabob came to Moradbaag, by appointment, 
44 to talk upon bufinefs. In the convei fatjon which 
44 I had with him, in the two former meetings, f 
44 had taken occafion to reprefent to him, in gene¬ 
ral terms, the bad management of his minifters, 
44 the mifencs and univerfal difaffeCUon of the 
44 country, and the defpeiate itate of his, as well 
44 as the Company’s affairs. In order to give 
« 44 him a more full and dear view of the evils 
44 brought on through the weakneis of his admi- 
44 niftration, and to point out the means for their 
K removal, I had prepared three letters, which, 
44 after a Ihorc and friendly introduction, I deli- 

48 vered 
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<e vered to himj of which tranflations are hereunto 
' c annexed. 

“ The Nabob ieemed much affefted by the 
w peruial of the lettcis, but endeavoured moie to 
“ put an end to the conference, than to propofc a 
M remedy to the evils. I, however, pievailed on 
M him to fend for his dinner to Muradbaag, and 

in a manner infilled on his coming to fome de» 
u termination for the immediate lelonn of the go- 
u vemment. At length, he confeficd Iumlelf, 
te through age and grief for the late lofs of his 
a ("on, incapable of ftruggling alone againft lb 
“ many difficulties, He defiled he might have 
4t time to conlulc with his friends. I told him, 
“ the men with whom he had lately adviled weic 
u not his fiiends, but his gieateft enemies; thac 
<c his returning again into the midfl. of them, would 
“ only be the means of augmenting his difficulties; 
4t that he had much better take the affiftance of 
“ one from among his relations, on whofe true 
** attachment and fidelity he might more fafely 
“ rely. He named five or fix, and amongft them 
“ Coffim Ally Cawn. Iafkcd him, which of that 
u number was molt fit to affift him in his prelent 
<c exigencies ? He replied, without any hefitation, 
a that Coffim Ally Cawn was the moft proper; 
“ neverthelefs, it was with the ntmofb difficulty I 
“ could prevail on him to fend for him, and fo 
« very late that, before Coffim Ally Cawn could 
“ arrive, the old Nabob was extremely fatigued, 
« and in fuch a ftate of anxiety, that I could not 
a refufe his return home to rake his reft. I was 
« convinced indeed, it was to no purpofe to dfc- 
44 tain him, for fuch was thejealoufy he difcoveied 
<c with refpeft to Coffim Ally Cawn, that I faw 
** he never would confent, without fome fort of 
tL force, to give the other the means of reftormg 
« order to his affairs An hour or two after the 

H “ Nabob’s 
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f’ Nabob’s departure, Coflim Ally Cawn arrived;. 
“ and feemed to be extiemely apprehcnlive, that 
41 the Nabob, inftead of trading him with the 
<e management of his affairs, would endeavour by 
ct fome means or other to get rid of him. I agiccd 
u therefore 1 in opinion with him, that he fhould 
tc not go to the Nabob’s houfc, until meafurcs 
were taken for his fecurity. We refolved, how- 
“ ever, to give the Nabob the next day, the 19th, 
“ to refledt upon the letters before-mentioned, in 
“ hopes that he would propofe fome means of re- 
44 gulaticn. I heard nothing from him all day, 
** but found by my intelligence, that he had been 
*i e in council with his old advilers, Keenooram, 
« Monil'jt and Cliecon, whofe advice I was fine 
6t wouki-be coiniary to the wclfaie of the country 
c: in general^ and that of the Company in partial* 
tc lar. I determined therefore to a 61 immediately 
** on the Nabob’s &ars. There could not be * 
4t better opportunity than that the nieht of the 
“ 19th afforded,' it being the concluSon of the 
tl Gcnton kafir, when all the principal people of 
that Cdft would be pretty well fatigued with 
66 their ceremonies. Accordingly I agreed witlu 
et Caillaud, that he fhould ciols the liver with the 
<fr detachment,-between three andfoui in the moin- 
w ing, and having jo.ntd Coflim Ally Cawn and- 
his people,- march to the Nabob’s palace, and. 
46 furiound it juft at day-break, h'dng extremely 
44 defirout. to prevent any diftXirbance or blood- 
“ fhed. I wrote a letter to the Nabob, a cranfla- 
tion of which u annexed, and ddiveied it to the 
Colonel, to lend m to him at fueh a time as he 
fhould rhink moll: expedient. 'JVJeaiures were 
^ takenj at the fame rime, for feeing the perfons 
4C ot Keenooram,. Momlot and Checori, my in- 
ct terttion being only to lemovo theie three un- 
u ViOiihy minkcrs, and place toffim Ally Cawn 
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“ in the full management of all the ruTnirs, in qua- 
tc Iity of deputy and fuccefTor to the Nabob. The 
K ncceifary preparations being accordingly made 
“ with all the caie and llcrefy poflible, the Colonel 
u embarked with the tioops, joined Coffim Ally 
u Cawn, without the leaft ahum, and marched 
tc into the eourt-yaul of the palace juft at the 
** pioper inllant. The gates of the inner court 
being fhur, the Colonel foimed his men without, 
“ and fern my letter to the Nabob* who was at full 
tc in a great rage, and long thieatened he would 
u make what refinance he could, and take his fate. 
u The Colonel foiboic all holliliucs, and fever al 
u mcfljges palfed between him and the Nabob. 
w 'Ihe affair lemained in this doubtful ftate about 
u two hours, when the Nabob, finding his pert. 
“ filling was to no purpofe, fent a meffage to Cofi- 
tf fim Ally Cawn, informing lum, he was ready 
“ to fend him the lcals and all the enfigns of dig-r 
“ nity, and to older the Nobut to be ftruck up in 
** his name ; provided he would agree to take the 
whole change of government upon him, to dif- 
u charge all the arrears due to the troops, to pay 
<c the ulual revenues to the King, to five his life 
* c and honour, and give him an allowance fu/Kcient 
w for his maintenance. AH thefe conditions being 
u agreed to* Coffim Ally Cawn was proclaimed 
“ and the old Nabob came out to the Colonel, de-* 
u daring that he depended on him for his life. 
tc The troops then took pofiefiion of all the gates, 
and notice being fent to me, ’ I immediately re- 
“ paired to the palace, and was met by the old, 
« Nabob in the gateway. He afked, if his per- 
<c fon was fafe, whicli leemed now to be all his, 
* l concern, I told him, that not only his perfon 
Was fafe, but his government too, if he pleafed, 
■* of which il was never intended to deprive him. 
“ The Nabob anfwtred, that he had no more 
H 2 “ bufinels 
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1 bufinefs at the city; that he fliould be in con¬ 
tinual danger from Cofiim Ally Cawn *, and that 
1 if he was permitted to go and live in Calcutta, 
he Ihould be extremely happy and contented. 
1 Though I could not help lamenting his hidden 
‘ fall, I was not forry for this propofal, as I knew 
‘ afFairs would be much better managed without 
c him; and his retaining a fhare of the authority 
1 (however fmall) could not fail to caufe fuch 

* perplexities, as might prove, in lb critical and, 
e dangerous a juncture, of the worft confequencca 
‘ to the admimftration. Cofiim Ally Cawn was ac- 

* cordingly feated on theMufnud, and I paid him 

* my congratulations in the ufual form. All the 
8 Jemmadars and perfons of diftinttion at the city 

* came immediately, and made their jicknowledg- 
‘ ments to the new Suba-, and in the evening 
8 every thing was as perfectly quiet, as if there 
£ had been no change. The people in general 

5 feemed much pleafed with this revolution, which 

6 had this peculiar felicity attending it, that it was 
8 brought about without the leaft difturbance in 
8 town, or a drop of blood fpilt. 

88 The Nabob did not think himlelf fafe even 
8 for one night in the city. Coflim Ally Cawn 
8 fupplied him with boats, and permitted him to 
8 take away as many of his women as he delired 
1 (which he did to the number of about fixty) 

8 with a reafonable quantity of jewels. I fur- 
8 niflied him with a ftrong efcort of Europeans 
8 and Seapoys, and intended to lodge him at Hc- 
c rajeel, but he would not truft himfelf there, 

‘ and begged he might fleep in his boats clofe to 
Muradbaug, which he accordingly did. He 
continued at Muradbaug the next day, and in 
the evening I vifited him wuh Colonel Caillaud. 
He appeared then pretty eafy, and reconciled to 
the loliv of a power which he owned to be rather 

“ a burthen 
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“ a burthen than pleaiure, and too much for lil«? abi- 
“ lities to manage fince the death of his fon *, and 
" the enjoyment of the reft of his days in fecuiicy, 

** under the Enghfti protection, Jeemed to be the 
“ chief objeCt of his wilhes. 

u On the morning of the 22tl, he fet out for 
** Calcutta, and ariived there on the 29th. He 
“was met by a deputation from the Council, and 
“ tieated with every mailc of refpedt due to his 
“ former dignity.” 

And now having compleated our talk, we think 
it neceflary to lequeil your indulgence for any in¬ 
accuracies and imperfections that may appear in 
this hafly performance, begun only the left Satur¬ 
day^ and printed the Wedncfday after, under many 
difficulties, by the attacks againft this revolution 
appealing fo late, which has laid us under the 
nccellity of emitting, for want of time, many other 
material vouchers; however, we think we have 
fully evinced the indifpenfable necefiity which 
moved your fervants to this meafurc, and hope we 
have cleared it from the imputation of unparalleled 
vtfenrfo and the many other indecent and unbecom¬ 
ing reflections thrown out by hot-brained refent- 
inent againft it.—If we have done that, and en¬ 
abled you to judge, at the enfuing enfis, with 
candour and piopnety—our labour is not in vain. 
—If we have noc, we arc forry we have given our- 
Jelves and you this ulelefs trouble.—A few fhort 
reflections, and we come to a clofe,-—Had the 
heads of father and fon been taken off at the pe¬ 
riod of the Dutch conteft, in November 1760, as 
juftice and honour called for ; (and why it was not 
done, let the world judge) and that opportunity 
taken of acknowledging the Shaw Zadda, and 
receiving the Subalhip of Bengal from him for the 
J-I 3 Company j 
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mpany ; (or the next opportunity, when uigcd 
Mr. Holwell)—happy would have been \hs 
ie to the Company and the nation' happy 
>uld it have been foi thole individuals, who, 
fortunately milled, fince died, butchered in your 
•vice! happy would it have been for thole, who, 
mifcrable times, fucceeded to Colonel Clive and 
s Council, doomed to fupport a government that 
■aved a difgrace to our name and arms; and that 
o with inadequate refources. On the whole, we 
Dpe we fhall not be thought too picfutning, if we 
mture to draw one general conclulion for you and 
arfelves, to wit— That Mhir Jafficr Aiy Khan, and 
's Son Mhtran , were more dejerving a halter than a 
ubajhtp of Bengal. Not that we would be thought, 
1 this, to detract from the Treaty of 175 7,J to 
r hich we give the high merit due to it, at that 
itaJ, melancholy period. 


\Mmnt Fthx, 

Vnlta-n upon Thames, Sut)y% 
Feb. 22, 1764. 


j. %. holwell; 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

S INCE doting the foregoing Addrefi, a Pam¬ 
phlet is conic to oui hands, beating the title 
of “ A Lcttct to the Honouiable the Secret Com- 
“ mittee lot AfTaus ot the Honouiable the United 
u Company t/* Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft Indies,” figned by fix Gentlemen of 
youi Council ot Eoit William. 

Aft.r wc had taken the tiouble of perufing this 
piece, we made ibme lnqumes how the Public came 
byit ? and learnt that it was pi ivacely compiled 
.abroad, and i-ranlmitted to England to a relation 
of one of the Gentlemen who figned it, to be deli¬ 
vered to the Com c of Directors here j who, as wte 
ace mfoimed, refilled taking any nonce of it, as it 
did not -teach them by the u final and proper chan¬ 
nel. Jf our information m thcle particulars is 
juft, we cannot help chinking the method taken by 
tilde Gentlemen was deficient in equity and gene- 
rofity for, to lodge an accufation when the ac- 
culcd have no opportunity of vindicating them- 
fidves, is unprecedented. Such we contrive to be 
the cafe refpefling Mr. Vanfittart, and we cannot 
help applauding the juftice of your Court of Di¬ 
rectors, for their candid behavioui in giving no 
countenance to a proceeding fio uregular. With 
legard to the pamphlet itfielf, we cannot think the 
I’ublifher of it a friend to the parties concerned j or 
it he is, he has -certainly judged ill in throwing it 
out at this juncture, We flatter omfelves, this 
peiformance will not have weight enough to influ¬ 
ence you, when you compaie it with the fadts and 
evidences ldd before you in the foregoing Add refs: 
but this alio we fiubmit to your impartial judg- 
H 4 rnent— 
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mcnt—borrowing a paragraph from the Advertife- 
merit prefixed to that Letter, as apt to our pur- 
pole, with a little variation. 

<c But though the wifeft and belt may fometimes 
“ differ in points of fo interfiling a nature, yet it 
“ is from Fafts and Arguments (drawn from 
u ibofe FaSts) alone, rhat the Impartial ought tu 
" decide,” 
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JF ROM CERTAIN 

Gentlemen of the Council at Bengal 

TO THE HONOURABLE 

The SECRET COMMITTEE. 

SERVING AS A 

SUPPLEMENT to his ADDRESS 

TO THE 


Proprietors of East-Inpia Stock. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE following Letter is publifhcri to enable 
the Proprietors of India Stock to judge of 
the primary caufe of the prefent commotions in 
Bengal, and of the t/up motives for depofihg Jaffier 
Aiy-Cawn. 

The friends of the Gentleman who accom- 
plilhed that revolution, have handed about an 
apology for fo extraordinary a ftep : It cannot then 
be deemed improper t<> make'public the icafons on 
the other fide. 

If names ought to have any weight in determin¬ 
ing queftions of this kind, theie are two fubjoincd 
to the prelent Letter, thole of ” Colonel Coote and 
J&ajor Carnac, which have a title to command the 
ligheft veneration from every lover of his country, 
froth, of thefe Officers have performed adions which 
might vie with the moll brilliant of antiquity. 

.Keverthelels, it is with equal juftice acknow- 
edged, that after the ftroke was ftruck, fome 
jenclemen approved of what had been done, who 
>ear the fairell and moll amiable charaders. 

_ But'though the wifell and the bell may lometimes 
liffer in points of fo interelling a nature, yet it is 
rom fads and arguments alone that the impartial 
ught to decide. 

'* The firft of thefe Gentlemen, by his able and fpirited 
induft, on the coaft of Coromandel, did honour to himfelf, 
s country and her arms, and fo we will fuppofe the other 
>uld have done, if Fortune had ever given him an opportn- 
ty j which Ihc certainly did not, as will appear in another 
ace. 
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TO THE HONOURABLE 

The SECRET COMMITTEE 

For Affairs of the Honourable United 
Company of Merchants of England- 
trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

Copy. 


Honourable Sirs, 

I.TT gives us the gieateft concern to be obliged 
1 to addrefs you, m the manner we are now 
under the neceflity of doing *, but as we 
have publicly declaied our diffent fiom the late re¬ 
volution in the kingdom of Bengal, and exprefied 
our entire difapprobation of the mcafuics purfued 
confcquenc thcicto ; it is our duty to acquatnt you 
with our reafons for having differed in opinion 
from the gentlemen who were acceffory to that 
revolution, left ill-minded people fhould reprefent 
our opposition as a fa&ion, inftead of owing its 
rife, as it really does, to our ftridt regard to what 
we think conducive to the honour of our country, 
and the interefts of out employers. Had the whole 
Board been confulted, we dare aflert, this meafure 
would have been rejected by the majority ; and we 
humbly refer to you, whether the opinion of every 
member theicof ought not to have been taken by 
the Brcfident, before he ventured upon ,fo bold a 
ftep as the fubverfion of a government, 

2. 


Refu~ 
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Refutation. 

i. It is very manifeft, thefe gentlemen could 
be under no concern at all, upon this accafion * 
becaufe they knew they weie under no net off:>y 
of addieffing the .Secret Committee in this 
clandefiine manner 3 the Board of Calcutta being 
always open for cveiy remonftrancc of their 
fervants; through which channel they are con¬ 
veyed to their honourable employers at home : 
but thefe gentlemen were fenfible, that if this 
regular and ulual method had been taken, it 
could not come home without a vindication 
annexed, which would have rendered this per¬ 
formance invalid, and have fiufhated all ihc 
expectations they had from it, imagining lb me 
ftain, fiom the dirt they throw at the revolution 
of 1760, mult ftick when there were none at 
hand to wipe it off. The ill-judged zeal of their 
friends in giving it to the Public, is a ftep was 
never intended by the Compilers j they flatteicd 
themfelves it might poffibly operate in the dark, 
but if it ever faw the light, they knew it was 
open to detection and confutation in all its pairs. 
Here let it be remarked, that Meffrs. Vanfittart, 
Caillaud, Holwell, Sumner, and M‘Guire, were 
% not only a majority of the Committee, but of the 
Council alfo. Pi ay was the Council confulted 
in the revolution of 1757 ? We lay—No,—Nor 
had they any right to expert it j for they could 
not be capable judges,—Nor were there any 
public objections made to this revolution at the 
board, before Meffrs. Amyatt and Ellis took 
their feats, and Major Carnac was returned to 
the fetclement, 

2. You were informed, lafl: year, of the fur- 
prifing revolution in favour of Mhir Mahommed 

Coffim 
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Cofiim Aly Chan, which would neceflarily be re-' 
ptefented in the moft favourable light, by the 
gentlemen who promoted it. But whatever judg¬ 
ment you may have been led to entertain of the 
mealure, fiom their account of it, we cannot but 
think you will judge as ill of it as we do, when 
you aie truly inhumed of the circumfiances with 
which it was attended, the manner in which it was 
executed, and the Heps that have been fincc taken 
to fupport it: Of thefe we will give you as 
fuccintt an account as pofiible. 

Refutation. 

2. The gentlemen who promoted that revo¬ 
lution Hood in no need of falfe colouring to 
recommend it. The whole chain of events, 
which made the meafure (of diverting Mhir 
JafRer of power to do greater ills) indifpen- 
lably neceffary, weic minutely tranfmicted to 
the Court of Diieflors: they examined, they 
law the neccflity, they approved, and Hie wed a 
needful and juft reientment to thofe who rofe in 
oppoftiion to it. 

3, At a time, when there was not the lead ap¬ 
pearance of a rupture or difguft between us and 
the Nabob JafRer Aly Chan; on the contraiy, a 
friendfhip and harmony fubfifted *, Mir ColRm 
Chan, his fon-in-law, came down to Calcutta, on 
lome pretence or other, to viftc Mr. VanfitLart j 
and having ftaid a fhoit time, he returned to Mor- 
fhedabad. A few days after Mir Cuftim’s depar¬ 
ture, Mr. Vanhttart went up to Motfhedabad, on 
the pretence of a vifit to the Nabob. Colonel 
Caillaud, with a party of tw'O hundred Europeans 
and fome Seapoys, attended him; who, to remove, 
the fufpicion which fuch a force would have necef- 
farily occafiqned, -it was pretended wciegoingupto, 

Patna, 



[ «‘0 ] 

Patna, to reinforce the army there. ’When Mi. 
Vanlittait arrived at Moradbaug, the Nabob paid 
him two vifus, at‘the Lift of which Mr, Vanfutait, 
without any pievious notice of his intention*, gave 
him the three letters, mentioned in conciliation of 
the ioth of November, 1760; of which copie. 
have been tranfmitted you. The abruptnefs with 
which thefe letters were prefented him, one clofe 
upon the other, and the unexpected propofals 
contained in them, terrified the Nabob; and he 
was entirely at a lofs how to a£t, but defired time 
to confider on what was to be done. Mr. Van fir- 
tart, feeing his perplexity, ftrongly infilled on his 
immediately naming fome perfon, from among his 
relations, to take chaige of the Subafhip; and 
very particularly recommended Colfim Aly Chan, 
who was fent for, and the Nabob was defired to 
ftay till he came but Cofiim Aly Chan delayed lb 
long, and the Nabob was in fuch anxiety of mind, 
and fo defirons to be releafed from the vifit, being 
greatly fatigued, that Mr. Vanfittart was obliged - ^ 
m order to lave appearances, £0 fuffer his depa: ture 
to the palace, alter having detained him much 
longer than his inclination. That night and the 
day following palled in concerting meafures with 
Cofiim Aly Chan, how to put in execution the 
plan before agreed on in Calcutta; a treaty having 
been Jtgned for this $urpofe , in September^ 1760, 
while Coffim Aly Chan was down here . In con¬ 
sequence of thefe deliberations, our troops clan* 
deftinely crolled the river, the next night, under 
Colonel Caillaud, and being joined by Colfim Aly 
Chan and his party, lurrounded the Nabob's 
palace. A letter from Mr. Vanfittart was fent in 
to the Nabob, demanding his immediate compliance 
with what had been propofed to him j to which the 
Nabob returned for anfwer, “ That fuch u'fage 
" was what he never expelled from the Ertglilh; 

“ that 
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<c that whilft a force was at his gates, he would 
«* enter into no terms ; and that it was his defire 
* our troops might be returned to Moradbaug ” 
A mefiage was then fent, informing the Nabob, 
that if he did not dhcttly comply,, they ihonld 
be obliged to florm the palace. Aflonifhed and 
ten ified by this menace, he opened the gates, ex¬ 
claiming, a That he was betrayed that the Eng- 
lifli were guilty of perjury and breach of faith 
ce that he peiceived their defigns againft his. 
“ government; that he had filends enough to 
<e hazard at leaft one battle in his defence j but 
** although no oaths were lacred enough to bind 
u the Englifh, yet as he had fwom to be their 
“ faithful fiiend, he would never lwerve from his 
M engagement, and rather fuffer death than draw 
M his lword againft them.” So fufpicious was he 
of being fold, that, " He defired to know what 
lt fum of money Cofilm Aly Chan was to give for 
“ the Subalhip, and he would give half as much 
ts moie to be continued: he hoped, however, if 
M they intended to dethrone him, tliey would not 
“ leave Hun to the mercy of his fon-in-Iaw, fion* 
M whom he feared the worft, but rather wifhed y 
** they would carry him from the city, and give 
u him a place of fafety in Calcutta.” This laft 
requeft of the Nabob’s, the effeft of his fear and 
dclpair, was immediately laid hold of, and con- 
flrued in the light of a voluntary icfignation. Ac¬ 
cordingly, our troops took pofieflion of the palace $ 
Mir Coflim Chan was railed to the Mufnudj and 
the old Nabob was hurried into a boat, with a, 
few of his women and necrfTariesj and fent away 
to Calcutta, in a manner wholly unwoithy of the 
high rank he had fo lately held ; as is alfo the 
fcanty fubfiftence allowed him licit* by his fuccefior. 
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Answer. 

j. With regard to this detail of the revo¬ 
lution, we refer to Mr. Vanfittart’s Memorial, 
publilhed in a late Addrefs to the Proprietors; 
by a candid comparing one with the other, you 
will be capable of judging which has the great eft 
appearance of truth and probability. 

4. Thus was Jaffier Aly Chan deposed, in breach 
of a treaty founded upon the molt folemn oaths, 
and in violation of the national faith. A Prince of 
whofe friendfhip and attachment you have had 
many lignal proofs; in whofe caufe our arms have, 
with much honour, been employed; and by a firm 
adherence to whom, the Englifh had acquired, 
throughout the whole country, fo univerfal a cha¬ 
racter of fidelity and conftancy, that the molt per¬ 
fect confidence was placed by the natives in them. 

Answer, 

4. The mifreprefentations of this paragraph, 
fee fully confuted in the faid Addrefs. 

5. The advantages to be reaped by the Company, 
from the revolution, were, the grant of the Za- 
mindarries of Burduan, Midnapoor, and Chitta¬ 
gong; the payment of the balance due from Na¬ 
bob Jaffier Aly Chan ; with a preient of five lack 
of rupees from Colfim Aly Chan, towards decay¬ 
ing the expences of the war againft the French, on 
the coaft of Coromandel. Of thefe, Mr* Vanfit- 
tarr, on his return to Calcutta, acquainted the 
Boaid ; and, at the fame time, m juftificacion of 
his proceedings, laid before them a memorial; 
copies of which were tranfrnitted to you, by the 
iliips of the lull i'cafon. 


A v';w4r. 
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Answer, 

5. Sec the articles of the treaty in the Addrefs, 

6 . This memorial is introduced with a lift: of 
crimes laid to Jaflier Aly Chan’s charge which* 
to thofe unacquainted with the Eaftern govern¬ 
ments, will appear deferving of the higheft refent- 
ment from a civilized nation. Yet iiich is the flats 
of politics in every Aftatic court, that, through 
the apprehenfions of the Sovereign, and the in¬ 
trigues andaicifices of the great men about him, 
inftances of cruelty and oppiefTion are but too fre¬ 
quent ; and even the moft beloved among them 
are too much to be taxed with committing, or at 
lead conniving at, aft9 of violence $ but it fhould 
be confidered, that many of thefe are done by per- 
fons in power, without their knowledge; and that, 
as there are no regular pumfhments for criminals 
of ftadon, and who may be 1o powerful that it 
would be dangerous proceeding openly againft 
them, recourle is often had to the dagger or poifon 
to punifh the guilty. This was the cafe in moft: 
of the inftances allcdged againft Jaffier Aly Chan; 
none of which fhew greater proofs of cruelty, than 
that which Collim Aly Chan difeovered when, 
being in poffefiion of the palace, he was defirous 
of making the firft aft of his power the afiTaflina- 
tion of JaiHcr Aly Chan, therein, and was very 
much difpleafcd, when he found we intended to 
give him protection at Calcutta. Since his accef- 
lion to the Subadary, we could produce to you 
numberlels inftances of his extortions and cruelties, 
but that it would run us into an exorbitant length ; 
and he feems to have made the more immediate 
objefts of his ill ufage, thofe who have been the 
moft avowed fi lends of the Englifh. We fhaU 
only particularife Ramnarain, whom he difpoffeffed 

I of 



[ ”4 ] 

of the Naboblhip of Patna, in which it was al¬ 
ways thought found policy in us to fupport him, 
on account of his approved faith; *nd he now 
keeps him in iron% till he has been fleeced to the 
utmoft, when there is no doubt he will be dil- 
patched. Moft, if not all thofe who efpoufed the 
Englifb intereft, have been laid under the heaviell 
contubutions, and many have died under the foice 
of toiture to exadt money ftom them •, others have 
been either bafely murthered, or (which is a com¬ 
mon pradlice among Gentoos) unable to ftirvive 
the lofs of honour, have made away with them- 
lelves. 


Refutation. 

6 . Suppole this to be the cafe in moll Afutic 
lfates, which we believe may be true; is u not 
equally tiue that moft of Mhir Jjffiu's ciuel- 
tics weie carried into execution fFom the conli- 
dencc he had in our piotedhon ? And fhall we 
not blufli for this protection being gi anted to 
him fo long ? Surely if we do not, wc ought ■, 
for in the trueft fenle, his cruelties were our 
own. As to Cofiim Alv Khan’s being defirous 
of alfaflinating Mhir Jaffier, it is a cliarge we 
much doubt the itilth of, as we never befoie 
heard the fadb mentioned. But that Mhir JaJlier 
made two attempts to murder Mhir Coflim, was 
a truth well known, and never even doubted i 
therefore fuppofing this charge to be really lluc, 
we will not lay revenge and rdentment willjullify 
the deiire he is laid to exprefs; but furely it 
will bear fome extenuation, when the piovoea- 
tion is confidered. Touching Rajah Ram Na- 
rain, the AddreL before relerred to will fliew, 
that Mhir father had refulvcd to remove that 
officer liom the government of Patna, (as a 
perfon not t ( uft-wui thy, nor equal to fo great ft 

chaige) 
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charge) long bclbic Mhir Coffim had any powef 
or influence at the Durbar, it is \eiy well 
known that Ram Narain was in Lieaty to deliver 
the city of Patna to the Shaw Zadda, when 
Colonel Clive’s cxtiaoidmaiy forced marches 
pi evented him, and laved the city and the pro¬ 
vince. With idpecl to CofTim Aly Khan’s 
putting him in lions, it is vciy well known that 
foi feme jcuis he had rendeied no account of 
the revenues of the provinces of Bahar, on 
which head Mhir Jaffier often complained to 
Mr. IJolwell, who believes Col. Clive received 
complaints of the lhmc kind fiom him, befoie 
he left India. Thclc gentlemen know nothing 
is moie common than to put an officer of the 
revenues in irons, until he ddiveis in his ac¬ 
counts; nothing fui ther being meant by it than 
that lie fhoLild not ci'cape with his embezzle- 
n a nis. That he was not tiuft-woithy, nor 
equal to that poll, will appear fiom this very 
ill iking uicumilance : That when Col. Clive 
was on las dcpartuie, he ftrongly recommended 
Mhir Coffim to Mr. Ilolwcll’s protection, and 
at the lame time mentioning his diftruft of Ram 
Nanun, told Mr. Holwell that Mhir Coffim was 
the man whom he ought to put into the govern¬ 
ment of Patna. The reft of the accufations 
againft Mhir Coffim in this paragraph are vague 
and general, and without one fingle inflance of 
proof; conlequently unwoithy notice. 

It is infinuated in the memorial, that the 
Nabob’s avarice and cruelty had made him the 
deteftation of all good men, and that he was-in 
the hands of bad numfters, under whofe mal-admi- 
niftiation the country was greatly opprefled: as 
an initance whereof, the fcarcity of grain in the 
city is produced. To thefe mimflers are afcribed 
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the great difficulties the Nabob laboured under* 
for want of money to anlwer the expcnces of the 
government, and to pay the army, lendcred muti¬ 
nous for want of their arrears; befides which in- 
teftine danger, the provinces were thieatened with 
an invafion by the Shahzadah with a powerful army, 
and feveral of the Rajahs and Zamindars, were on 
the point of revolting, to encounter all which 
there was nothing but a difaffedted army. Mr. 
Vanfittart appeals to every by-flander for the truth 
of thefe fadts, and of the imminent peril to which 
the country was expofed 5 he declares his intentions 
were only to remove the bad mimfters, for which 
purpofe he carried up with him the party of Euro¬ 
peans and Seapoys. He proceeds to fet forth the 
manner in which the old Nabob was removed fiom 
the government, and Cofiim Aly Chan laifcd. 
He lay s, People in general were plcafcd with the 
revolution 5 and makes a merit of its being effedted 
without the leaft difhirbance in the city, or a drop 
of blood fpik. He concludes with reprefenting 
the anxiety the Nabob exprefled to get from the 
city, through fear of Cofiim Aly Chan ; and ob- 
Jeives, that he appeared pretty eafy and reconciled 
to the lofs of his power, which he owned to be 
rather a burden than a pleafnre, and too much for 
his abilities to manage fince the death of his fon : 
and that the enjoyment of the reft of his days in 
fecurity, under the Englifh protedtion, feemed to 
be the chief objedt of his wifhes. 

Answer. 

7. See Mr. Vanfittart’s Memorial, and the 
pi oofs in vanous parts of the Addrefs infupport 
of it. 

8. It is very natural foi any perfon who takes an 
uncommon ftfp, to endeavotn to vindicate himfelf 
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by the jnoft fpccious argument?, and the moft 
plaufible reafoning he can devife; and nothing lei's 
could be expedted from Mr. Vanfittart, after havr 
ing brought about fo unprecedented a revolution. 
He has told his ftoiy with all the aggravations the 
natuie of it would admit, notwithftanding which, 
we do not imagine the realons he has given in fupT- 
port of fo violent a meafuie will prove fatisfaftory 
to the world. He takes great pains to blacken 
JVEhir Jaffier’s character, in order to prejudice 
men’s minds agamft him*, and lays great ftrefs upon 
the fcarcity of grain in the city ; but we apprehend 
Mr, Vanfittart does not judge fo harflily from that 
ciicumftance, after what he himfelf experienced 
laft year ; for notwithftanding all the care, we are 
not to doubt, he lias taken, gram was never known 
fo fcarce in Calcutta before^ infomuch that num¬ 
bers daily perdhed. 


An5WE R. 

8. Not worthy any particular notice. 

9, Want of pmoney was the great difficulty the 
Nabob laboured under; but this did not proceed 
from any fault of his, but from the diftradted ftate 
iu which the country had been ever fince Colonel 
Clive’s departure; fo that a very fmall part of the 
revenues came into his trealury. The Burdwan 
and Nuddea countries were affigned over to the 
Company for the payment of the Nabob’s debt *. 
Midnapoor, the frontier to the fouch-weft, was 
over-run by the Marattas 1 j Beerboon, and other 
Zamindaries, with the province of Purea, under 
Kuddum HofTein Chan, were affedted towards the 
Shaluadah, who had under contribution the whole 
province of Bahar, except the city of Patna and a 
fmall diftridl round it. Chittagong, the eaftern 
barrier, did little more than defend itfelf againft 
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the incurfions of the Muggs, inhabitants of Aracan 
who ufed eveiy year to come into Bengal fo 
plunder. Theie lemainedonly the Dacca piovince 
the diltri&s lound Morlhedabad, the Radlhy am 
Dinagepooi countries, 10 fu^ply the immenlc ex 
pence of the wan And here lay the Nabob’ 
diftrefs, that with one fourth part, if fo much, o 
the accuftomed revenues* he was obliged to main 
tain an army greater than any Nabob did befon 
him : and the Englifh army was not the leall con 
liderable part of the burthen ; lor trufhng molt t< 
them, he paid them firfb 1 ; which preference wa 
the caufe of difeontent to the countiy troops. Am 
though the force we had in the field, again!!: ai 
enemy whom Colonel Clive had, but a very fhor 
time before, drove out of the country, far ex¬ 
ceeded thofe thfe Colonel had with him, yet nt 
material advantage was gained over them, but th< 
countiy was over-run and ravaged by them, anc 
by frequent marches and connter-m.u dies, oui 
own armies became as deftrudhve as thofe of tin 
invaders 4 . No wonder then at the perilous con 
dition to which Mhir Jaffier was reduced 3 tc 
extricate him from which, it behoved us to exen 
our utmoft abilities ; ioftead whereof, lie wai 
treated with the greateft indignity by us, and bale!) 
turned out of his government. 

Answers, 

9. 1 And were obftrudted in the receipts oi 
them by eveiy aitifice and finefie m Mini 
Jaffier’s power. 

3 To what was this owing, but JafFicr Khan’s 
ii refolution and pufillanimity ? —»«- Sec the 
Addrefs. 

1 How he paid them, lee the Addrefs,"—~ 

4 The foie caule very well known to theft 
Gentlemen, to wit, defection, cowardice and 
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treachery in Mhir Jaffier and his Ton, fet foith 
in the Addicfs ill three remaik.ible mftances, in 
any of which, .1 pcuod might have been put to 
the doubles, as well as diitrefles of himfcl£ his 
allies and his tountiy. 

to. To remove bad Counfellois fiom a Prince is 
ceitamly mentoi 10113 , but it does not teem to ns 
that an) thing was ever defigned again It the Nabob’s 
nnnlliers on the contrary, that the foie intent was 
to ddjplacc the Nabob himfelf, is pretty evident, 
by the treaty bcfoie-mcntioncd, made in Calcutta \ 
I lad there been the lead attempt to convince him 
in a fucniUy manner of any enois in his admim- 
ilration, or of the ncceflity of difniifling from his 
pretence thofc who aU-advifed him, it is not to be 
doubted that he would have heaikened to reafon. 
That he was not obfiinate agamft good advice, 
may be concluded from the extraoidinary influence 
which Colonel Clive had ovci him ^ in proof 
whereof we need only call to mind how violently 
he wj'i incenfed againll Rajah Ram Narain, and 
Roy Dulub; yet the Colonel, by gentle methods, 
without having iccouifc to any other force than that 
of perilvalion, perfectly reconciled him to the 
former, and obtained his permiflion for the latter 
to refide at Calcutta, and bring thither with him 
liis family and effe&s. 

Answer. 

10. 1 See the tieaty in the Addiefs, by 
which it will be pretty evident it never was 
intended to difplace him, but to diveft him only 
of power to bring on the mttre ruin of the 
countty—and us his allies.— 

ii. The people in general, very far from being 
pleafed with the levolutlon, (as alledged in the 
Memorial) were extremely difiausfied thereat. Had 
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Coffim Aly Cha« been before in eftcem among them, 
or poflefled any ffiare of influence or power, they 
might perhaps have overlooked the circumftance 
of his rife, and aferies of popular adtions might m 
time have reconciled them to the ufurpation. But 
he was defpifed and di Hiked before he came to the 
Mufnud, and his behaviour fince has been fo op- 
preflive and tyrannical, that it could not fail con¬ 
firming the public hatred of him. 

Refutation. 

j i. This man who is faid to be in no efteem, 
but defpifed and hated, had a Naboblhip in 
the province, was deemed worthy of the Subah*s 
daughter, and by Colonel CUve of the govern¬ 
ment of Patna; and furely we may, without 
any offence to thele Gentlemen, fay, that Colonel 
Clive was a fupenor judge in this matter. On 
the whole, we may juftly fay, the infinuations 
thrown out in this paragraph are without foun¬ 
dation, and refledt more dilhonour on the authors 
themfelves, than on Mhir Cofiim. 

12. The little difturbance at Morlhedabad upon 
the occafion, proceeded from the apprehenfions 
all degrees of people were under, from fo large a 
force being brought into the city in the dead of 
night; and Mhir Jaffier, no ways fufpicious of 
the faith of the Engliih, had taken no precautions 
for his own fectmey. Such is the fuperiority of 
our arms, and fo great the dread of our forces in 
this country, that had we gone openly to work* 
we fhould have met with little or no difficulty * 
which renders our having proceeded by ftealth and 
treachery the moie inexcufable: and we are truly 
forry to have occafion to obferve, that the means 
by which this meafure was brought about, have 
thrown an indelible ftain upon our national cha- 
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rafter, and injured us as much in the opinion of 
the natives, as it has of all the European colonies 
in this part of the world, 

Answer. 

12. Let Mr. V«mfittart*s Memorial reply to 
this. 

iq. It is aflerted in the Memorial, that Mhir 
Taffier was eafy under the lofs of his power, which 
he is faid to have owned to have been rather a 
burden to him : but it is evident, on the contrary, 
from his declarations fince, and his letters to the 
Company and Colonel Clive, that he was very 
unwilling to part with his government j and that 
he greatly regrets the deprivation of it. He was 
neceilitated, indeed, to fubmit; and in hopes of 
being redrelTed fome time or other by the Company, 
judging that fuch a ftep could never be approved 
at home, he very wifely chofe, rather than truft 
himfelf with his fon-in-law, to wait patiently for 
that redrefs in fafety at Calcutta. So far he might 
appear refigned to his fate ; yet this can never be 
conftrued as an abdication of his government, 
though it has been induftrioufly endeavoured to 
make the world look upon it in that light. 

Re FUT ATION. 

13. “What letters Mhir Jaffier might fubfe- - 
quently be influenced to write, we know not— 
Mr. Holwell, the day after Mhir Jaffler arrived 
at Calcutta, paid him a viflr, and had a private 
conference of two hours with him,—in the courfe 
of which * e he often lamented pathetically the 
iC lofs of his fon ; that fince he received that 
“ ftroke, he found himfelf incapable of govern- 
M ment, or the things of this world; that the 
“ exemplary manner in which God had deprived 1 
** him of a fon and fuccefior, had convinced 

“ him 
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<s him their fin? were great, and required ex- 
, ^ pwtipn i, that he was reloived to expiate them 
(e at rhe Tomb of the Prophet, and begged Mr, 
“ Hohvell would interceed with Mr- Vanfittarc 
“ foi a pafijge to Judda,—At times, he laid his 
v. « enemies had-injured him in theoptoton of the 
et bnglilh, from whom he thought he had met 
“ with hard treatment,” Tn Ihort, the man 
/who was To lately-and juftly the objedt of de¬ 
bellation, was now- as real an object of com-* 
, miferation.—Mr. Holwell applied to Mr. Vafi- 
fittart for his paffage to Judda, and in the 

- ftrongeft terms enforced the propriety of com- 
‘ 'plying Wlt h his requeft; forefeeing, that if he 

remained in Bengal, t he would ever be an objedfc 
for a difaffedted party to work with, Mr, Van- 
fittart gave his aflent;—but fome ume after, on 
>, a ^ reprefentation from -the Judda Supra-cargoes, 

- that complaints’* from him to the Balhaw might 
1 involve their /hip in troubles, the aflTent was un- 

*. happily withdrawn. - 

14. We have now. Honourable Sirs, laid before 
you a true account of the revolution. The pro- 
jedlors perhaps thought the advantages it was to 
bring the Company, would be a fu/Rcient atone- 
' ment for the meafure, and enfure them the appro¬ 
bation of their matters. It is true the Company 
have a confiderable addition 6f territory, and do 
now receive a large yearly revenue’; but as great, 
if not greatei advantages might have been procured 
by more honourable means : and the prefent tran¬ 
quil ftate of the country, which fecures to the 
Company, as well as the Nabob, the full enjoy¬ 
ment of their revenues, is not the eflfedt of Mhir 
Coflim Chan’s Naboblhip, but of an event which 
would equally have happened, had jajffer Aly 
Chan been continued on the can be 

esrfify made to appear, ■' 4 ' ‘ * - 
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Answer. 

14. There appeals a myftery at the clofe of 
this paragraph totally unintelligible : pollibly 
we may have it explained by-and by—We will 
not attempt it heie, 

15. Soon afcci Coflim Aly Chan was fixed in 
the Nabobfhip, the Company weie nominally m- 
vefted with the Zamyndaues of lluidwan, Midna- 
poor and Chittagong: and only nominally; tor 
our fii ft demands upon the two foimcr of thele, 
foi the payment of the levenues, were refufed. 

Refu TATION, 

15. This paragraph feems to be a flat contra¬ 
diction of part of the 14th—for if the Com¬ 
pany <c now receive a laige yearly revenue,*’ it 
cannot be pioperly called a nominal inveftiture, 
befides, we know the Company, at the laft 
difpatch of their fhips fiom Bengal, had received 
fu two yeais revenues from Burdomaan only, 
70 lack, or eight hundred feventy five thoufaqd 

16. So bad an impreflion of us did the revolution 
create m the minds of the country people, that 
the Buidwan Rajah, who, in JafEer Aly Chan*s 
time, had often expiefTed his eaineft defire that the 
Company might continue to colled the revenues 
of his ditlrid, as they had all along done, on 
account of the Tunckaws, and that they would 
procure the Zamyndarie for themfelves from the 
Nabob ; yet after the bieach of 0111 faith to the 
old Nabob, concluding no reliance was to be 
placed in our engagements, he immediately flew 
off from his former declinations, and inftead of 
acquiefeing under our government, he began to 
^c't in open rebellion j he flopped our trade, railed 
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a large force, invited the Marattas into his country, 
with-held the payment of his revenues, and aCting 
in conjunction with the Bcerboon Rajah, he ei- 
poufed the caufe of the Shah Zaddah, with whom, 
he entered into correfpondencc. 

Answer* 

t 6. TheBurdwan Rajah was yearly fleeced by 
Mhir Jaffier, therefore no wonder he wiflied to 
be rather under thejurifdiCtion of the Englifli.— 
His rebellion was of Ihort continuance, being 
prefently reduced, as well as the Beerboon Rajah, 
by our tioops under the command of Major 
Yorke;—but thefe two Rajahs defection pro¬ 
ceeded from a caufe very remote from what it 
is here afcnbed toj and which thefe gentlemen 
feem wholly ftrangers to, as we lhall make appear 
prefently. 

17. Several other Zamyndars who had remained 
quiet whilft Jaffier Aly Chan was Nabob, now 
finding the government overfet, thought themfelvcs 
at liberty to withdraw their allegiance, and would 
not acknowledge Mhir Coflim, but joined the 
Shah Zaddah; whofe party, by thefe frequent 
defections, was ftrengthened with fupplies both of 
troops and money, and whofe followers were greatly 
encouraged by his having been able to maintain 
his ground, and continue in our dominions the 
whole preceding campaign, in defiance of the 
Englilh army. 

Refutation, 

17. Here it is but jufi: to apologize for ihefe 
Gentlemen’s ignorance in affairs, for Meffrs. 
Coote, Ellis and Carnack were not in Bengal, 
during the progrefs of thofe events which occa- 
fioned the unavoidable neceffity of divefting 
Mhir Jaffier of further power-and coining to 

the 
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the board with an unhappy difpofition to op* 
pofe every thing that had been done, becaufe 
they had no hand in the doing them, they had 
no methods to pick up materials but from the 
Bazars and public reporters of detraction. As 
for MefiTrs. Barton and Vereld:, they were not of 
the Committee* and confequently cot 1 id know 
nothing of die political iyllem; lb that amongft 
the fix gentlemen who fign this letter, one only 
of them could poflibly know any thing of the 
matter; and he but imperfectly, by being fo 
far abfent from the center of our Councils.— 

18. The Nabob’s troops were rendered quite 
mutinous by the news of the revolution. They 
declared they knew nothing of Cofiim Aly Chan, 
and that now they had loft their old mafter, they 
were without hopes of being paid any part of the 
jimmenfe arrears due to them; and nothing lefs 
than the extraordinary afliduity and influence of 
Mr. Amyatt, who was then chief at Patna, could 
have prevented them from proceeding to extre¬ 
mities. 

Refutation. 

i 8- No wonder the troops grew mutinous on 
the news^though not out of affcCtion for their 
old mafter, as is here unjuftly infinuated; for 
it is very well known his troops would have 
taken his head long before this, if he had not 
been protected by ours. The truth is, Mhir 
Jaffier was in large arrears to them, which they 
imagined they Ihould lofe by the revolution , but 
as they were foon fatisfied in this point, all dis¬ 
turbance fub tided.— 

*9. In this fituation were things when Colonel 
Caiilaud left Patna, and Major Camac received 
the command of the army from him. The Major 

few 
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faw it was impotfible for the count! y to fuppor 
itfdf againft futh a combination of difficulties, am 
that if a decifive blow was not foon ftruck, the Shal 
could not fail to have immediate pofieflion of all 
He theicfoie determined to bring the Piincc to ar 
aftion as fpeedily as poffible j and after fecurin^ 
Patna by a garrifon, to prevent its being plundciet 
by that rabble of troops whofe duty it was to de¬ 
fend it, he pufhed on with the Englifh aimy as 
faft as he could cowards the Prince. He came up 
with him thiee days march fiom the city, the con- 
iequence of which brought on an aflion wherein 
lie gained a compleat victory*, and ieduced the 
Shah in a few days after to the ncccflity of putting 
himfelf under Lhe protection of the Fnglifh. The 
Major’s fuccefs, as it put an end to the hopes ol nil 
the rebellious Rajahs and Zamyndais, lb it at once 
quelled all commotions, and eftablifhed the lo long 
wifhed for tranquillity in the country j and the 
different provinces were now brought into order*, 
and rendeied in a condition to pay their relpcCtive 
revenues, the Nabob’s tieafury was enriched, and 
he was enabled to difeharge the arreais of his army, 
and to advance the money he had engaged to pjy 
the Company. 

Refutation. 

lg. This paragraph feems big with impor¬ 
tance:—We have feen, in many paits ol this 
letter, unjuft infinuations thrown out to the 
prejudice of the then commander in chiel of 
your troops, as if all had not been done which 
ought, and might have been done with the 
force he had under his command. We have 
already, in the Addrefs fo often referred to, pointed 

. out 

* This battle was the moft remarkable of any which ha<> 
lately been fought in India, Plafly not excepted i and may 
even be compared to th<ic of Alexander again 11 Point, 
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out the mifearnagcs of the campaign he com¬ 
manded, as in truth owing to the cowardice and 
trLMclieiy of the two Nabobs, when, at three 
ci'tieal junflures, a deceive ftroke might have 
been given , but you fee ii was neceflary to 
depreuatc and ldtui one chruudler, as intio- 
duflory to the exaluuon of another Let us 
fee how it will anfwer the puipofc Major 
Canuck received the command of the troops 
from Colonel Caillaud, and with great penetra¬ 
tion, “ faw it was lmpofiible for the countiy 
<c to fupporc itfelf, unlels a decifive ftroke Was 
<c foon ftruck . He pufhed on the Englilh army 
<e towards the Prince, came up with him, 
“ brought him to an aftion, and—obtained a 
u compleat victory.”—We have marched our- 
felves out of breath, and will paufc* a little to let 
you enjoy the viftory-Though your enjoy¬ 

ment will be Ihort •, for know, that when the 
Shah retreated lrom Burdomaan by the way of 
Beerboon and the hdls, he paired lome d*ys with 
the Rajah of the former, and tlieie conceited 
the operations of the next campaign, as follows: 
The Prince was to march to Bahar, and fettle 
himfclf if poflible there, to draw the gieateft 
part of the Englilh forces that way; eailv in 
the next feafon the Morattors weie to enter 
the province of Bengal, and the Rajah of Burd- 
wan and Beeiboon were to rife at the fame time, 
and join the Morattors ; the Prince was to take 
the field fomething earlier, to amufe the finglifh, 
to avoid coming to any pitched adion with 
them, and watch lus opportunity of flipping 
by them, as he did the year btfore, and by 
forced marches (having only horfe) join his 
friends in the Burdomaan ; the rendezvous being 
fixed at Burdwan the capital*—but unfortunately 
tor the unhappy Prince, the two Rajahs pre¬ 
mature 
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mature motions fruftrated this well laid plan; 
for intelligence arriving at the city of this 
defection* the Subah Mhir Coflim, in conjunc¬ 
tion with Major Yorke and the troops under 
his command, immediately took the field, 
marched to Boodgaam the frontier of Beer- 
boon, drove a body of the Rajah’s troops 
from thence, and took the place* Here the 
Subah flayed, and detached Major Yorke to 
reduce Beerboon, which was Toon accompli fhed, 
and Nagur the capital taken;—the Burdomaan 
country reduced alfo to obedience, and the 
Morattors drove to the fouthward.—Wlulft theft; 
ftrokes were given, almoft as foon as thought 
of, the Prince was ainufing our army in Bahar ; 
and juft as he was meditating his fudden march 
to the fouthward, a fpy who had made inci edible 
fpeed (from Major Yorke’s camp at Nagur,) 
reached the Prince, and gave him a particular 
detail of the difafters attending his friends m 
that quarter; he immediately retreated from the 
neighbourhood of our troops, and advanced 
towards the Sone. Before his retreat he flood a 
few minutes cannonading, and this was the only 
femblance of an action, that is to tc vie with 
the moft brilliant of antiquity, and com- 
tC pared with that of Alexander againfl Porus/* 
—So far was this from a battle, that it was not 
even a fkirmifh j the armies were not within 
mufket Jhot of each Other, nor a mufket fired 
on either fide, nor a fingle man killed or 
wounded, but about eight or nine poor Lafcars 
killed by the blowing up of a tumbril. The 
Prince, the night after his retreat, called a 
council of war of his minifters and chief officers; 
and debating on the deplorable Rate of his 
affairs, came to a refolution to treat with the 
Englifh, which he accordingly did; induced 

to 
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to it chiefly, by the information he had received 
of Mhir Jaffier’s being depofed, to whom he 
had 1"o fixed a hatred, that he fwore by his 
Prophet, he would never quit the purfuic of 
him whilfi. he had flrength to draw a fword; 
and in a Phirmaund he wrote upon the young 
Nabob’s death by lightning—he had this remark¬ 
able expreflion,— K that the wickedneis of the 
“ father and fon was fo great, God would not 
ct tiufl their pumlhment to any hand but his 
<c own,” Thus you have feen, that the de¬ 
fection of the two Rajahs, &c. and the Prince 
thi owing himlelf under our protection, were due 
to other caufes than of this boafled victory 
without a battle s caules which thefe gentlemen 
did not or would not know, as they did not 
make for their purpofe* It is alio pompoufly 
fet forth — “ That the Major determined to 
te bring the Prince to an action as foon as 
“ poflinlc.” II there is any merit m this de¬ 
termination, it was due to the board of Calcutta, 
who had fent j>ei cnspUry oj den to jigbt him at 
all events. 

20. Whatever merit there is then in the prefent 
tranquillity, is to be aferibed to our fuccefs againft 
the Prince, which, by putting an end to the war m 
the country, reduced it to a ftate of perfect obe¬ 
dience* And as all the old Nabob’s difficulties 
proceeded from his dominions being the feat of 
war, and the default of his revenues on that ac¬ 
count, there is not the leaft doubt, had our arms 
met with the fame fuccefs during his government, 
but that he would have extricated himfelf with 
equal eafe. 

Answer. 

20, That there is no truth in the whole of this 
paragraph, is proved in the laft remark. 

K, 2i. After 
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4i. After what has been fit forth, we believ 
few will imagine that Mhir Jaffier was depofed b 
reafon either of a want of ability to rule, or of hi 
bad principles. We would willingly indeed fup 
pofe, that it proceeded rather from rhe want of 
tiue knowledge of the country policy, and fror 
an error of judgment, than from lucrative view 
had not Mr. Vanfittart, and others of the pre 
jedtors, made no fecret that there was a prefer 
protnifed them by Coflim Aly Chan of tvvcnc 
lack: ’tis tiue, they make a merit that this wa 
not to be delivered till the Company’s debt wr 
paid, and his army fatisfied, We have to obferv 
on this occafion, that feveral of us have had offei 
from the Nabob of very confiderable fums to joi 
in his meafures, which we have conftantly mad 
public, as well as refufed; and if we, who hav 
always oppofed thofe meafures, have been tin 
tried with pecuniary temptations, what may b 
concluded of thofe Gentlemen who have fupportc 
the Nabob on every occafion ? 

Refutation. 

*2i. The malicious infinuations of this par.- 
graph, are unworthy Gentlemen .—We allow tin 
offer (not piomife) was made, and unanimoufl 
rejected by Mr, Vanfittart, and the Committee 
—Mr. Hoi well was charged with the deliver 
of this lefufal, in thefe terms— w That we wer 
11 labouring for the peace and fafety of th 
“ countiy only; and could not, in honour 
*■ receive the offer; but that when the countr 
“ was fettled, the Company’s debt paid off 
tc and the arrears paid to his ttoops, ir he thei 
“ thought there was aught due from him, h 
u was at liberty to gratify his friends in wha 
“ manner he pleafed.”—This is a fadt, whicl 
we were not afhamed (hould have a place on thi 

Commictei 
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Committee proceedings —As to the offers made, 
anti refill'd of thefe Gentlemen, we have their 
ipfe dixit only , and we may chuie whether we 
will believe it. 

22. If the Nabob has purchafed the power he 
is invehed with, it is to be expected he will of 
courte make the moll of it, by extorting money 
from his fubjedls, and opprefiing every province 
as much as he can ; and as the fate of Jafficr Aly 
Chan mull have convinced him how little w*e 
regard the moll facred engagements, he will of 
neceffity endeavour to cbabhlh himfelf on a foun¬ 
dation lels precarious than the fuendlhip of the 
Enghfh. That he already begins to do lo, is evi¬ 
dent from his ftill increafing the number of his 
troops (notwithftand^ng the prefent tranquillity) 
and to render them the more formidable, he is 
arming and difciplining as many Seapoys as he can 
procure, in the European manner. and to fecure 
lumlclt' as much as poflible from us, efteeming his 
capital Motlhedabad (the lcene of his predeccffoi’s 
iall) too near our letdements, he is about eic&ing 
a large foit at Rajahmaul, which he propofes to 
make lus place of refidence, where he hopes to be 
out of our reach* 

Refutation. 

22. This patagraph firft begs the queltion, 
and proceeds to draw condufions' not war¬ 
ranted by it.—Is it to be wondered at, that he 
Ihould tlunk of fccurmg himlelf, when he faw a 
formed oppofition m our Comm'utec and Coun¬ 
cil, from the beginning of his government, 
which hourly Ihewed a dil'pofition to affront and 
iniult him, contiaiy to the icpeated remon- 
fttanecs of Mr. Vanfittart, for obierving more 
temperate and pacific meafures ?—Is it not a 
K 2 known 
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known ttuth, that at the tables of the leaders ira 
this oppolition, the very boys in your iervice 
were taught to huzza* “ Jaffier Aly Khan for 
•* ever j” and did not Amyatc publicly declare, 
that the moment the bieath was out of Mr. 
« Vanfittart’s body (who then lay dangeroufly 
“ ill) he would proclaim Mhir Jaffier ~ 
Could thefe things be notorious, — and Mhir 
Coffim not be alarmed for his iafety ? 

23. When any Member of the Board fiaggeils* 
that the Nabob’s behaviour argues a fufpiuon of 
us, for that if he really confided in, and finceiely 
regarded us, he would not put himfdf to the un- 
neceffary expence of keeping fo large an army 1m 
pay, nor treat fo ill thole who are avowedly our 
friends j it is replied, u That the Nabob is mailer 
“ of his country j and being independent of us, is 
* at liberty to rule and aft as he pkafes,’* But 
furely Coffim Aly Chan cannot be more fo than 
his predecellbr was: and' if it be true that the Na¬ 
bob of Bengal, is independent of the Engliffi, and 
mailer of his own aftions, how can the Gentlemen 
juflify their proceedings againfl Mhir Jaffier, whom 
they called to fo levcre an account for the admini- 
ftration of his own government, as to depofe him* 
though he had not been guilty of any offence to 
our nation, nor ever deviated from his tieaty ? 

Answer, 

23. Notr worthy notice. Sec it confut'd in a 
hundred places ol the laid Addicfs. 

24. Inftc ad of checking die ovcj growing power 
of the prclent Nabob, it is daily promoted; and 
he has even the abfolute command of our army at 
Patna, the Chief there having direftions to let him 
have what number of our troops he plcafes to de¬ 
mand, without being allowed-to judge of the nature 



I 153 ] 

off the fervice for which they are demanded. This 
you will obferve, Honourable Sirs, in the inftruc- 
tions given to Mr. F.llis, dated the 22d September 
laft, and m the coni'iikation of the lame day, where 
fomc of our opinions on that proceduie are entered. 
We cannot help exprefling how much we fear that 
an ill ule will be made by him of this power over 
our forces, and that they will fooner or later be 
employed for fuch purpofes as will render us more 
odious to the whole country, bring greater difere- 
<lir upon our aims, and reflect farther dilhonour 
upon our nation. 

Answe r. 

24. If die after cions are true that are fet forth 
in this paragraph, we will not attempt to juflify 
what the Gentlemen here complain of; but if 
Mr. Vanfittart bad fecn this accufation, we muft 
fuppofe he had it in his power to give fufficient 
reaions for the meafuie. 

25. Notwithftanding this jealous attachment to 
Coflim Aly Chan, there can be no reafon to hope 
he will ad the part of a faithful ally towards us. 
What dependance can be had on a perfon who fo 
readily entered into the fcheme of depofing not only 
his lawful matter, but his patron, under whole 
immediate care he was brought up ? who fhewed 
fo much diOoyalty to his natural Sovereign *, the 
King of Indoftan, as to evade even acknowledging 
K % him. 


* Formerly the Shaw Zadda, who was defeated by Major 
Carnac -f, in that famous battle near Patna, as related above, 
and who, on the death of hii father, became King of Indo* 
dan, and confequently Soveteign of Eengal, which is one of 
the provinces of his empire. 

f The Shaw Zadda never was defeated by Mfijoi Carnar, 
nor was there any famous battle between them, or j.ii\ 
battle at all, ps related uV).", 
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him, till he was in a manner obliged to it by our 
repeated defires ? and who betrays a continual 
dtft'ull of thole who have appeared any way at* 
tached to us ? 

Refutation. 

25, The infmuation, inference and charge 
againfb Mhir Coftim, in this paragraph, are 
equally extraoi dinary, Surely they here forget 
the man whole caufe they have all along been 
defending, or they would never have laid them- 
felves open in fo palpable a blot. Tray, Gen¬ 
tlemen, did not Mhir Jaffier betray his mailer 
in the treaty of 1757, and at the battle of l 5 lafiey; 
not only his lawful mailer, but the giandfon of 
Ins pan on, who had raifed him from obfeuriry 
to the firlh polls in the Subalhip ? Did lie not 
allb draw his lwoid agamft his Sovereign, and 
lnfamoufly project the airaflinating him ? 

26. The Nabob’s undutiful behaviour to the 
King, proceeded in great meafine from Ins jeuloufy 
of the legard we profelTed for him, and his fears 
that we Ihould 1 educe his authority, by fubjedling 
the Subalhip to its primitive dependency on the 
Mogul, and obliging him to pay the luyal le- 
venues. He therefore fci cvciy engine to woik to 
create a rupture between ns 5 he cjidcavouitd to 
make the King uncafy, and to infill notions into 
him of his being in dangei from 11 s, in older to get 
him out of the countty. lie excited a mutiny in 
the King’s camp, which, had it not been for the 
timely affiftance lent by Major Cainac, might have 
proved fatal to his Majeftv. He tepeatedly urged 
Mr. Vaniittart to difmifs him ; and forged letters 
to himfelf and the Picfident, as from the King, 
complaining of being forcibly detained by the Ma¬ 
jor, and exprefling his anxiety by not being allotvcd 
''to leave the country. That thefe letters were 

forged. 
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foiged, his Majefty hath folemnly declared, by an 
actellacion under his own hand j and tcftilied his 
abhonence of fo infamous a proceeding. The 
Nabob, however, at lift, fo far prevailed, by cor¬ 
ruption and intriguing with fome of the courtiers, 
as to biing about what he had fo much at heart, 
the King’s being lent, away without leceiving any 
afliftance from us, or being paid any part of the 
revenues of this Subafhip. This rebellious beha¬ 
viour of the Nabob juftly incenfed the King, who 
declaied that he would not fuffer him to continue 
in his Subafhip, whenever he had power lufficient 
to prevent it. 

Refutation. 

26. That the Nabob Ihould be anxious to get 
the King out of the provinces as foon as poffible, 
we can account for, and jultly vindicate, from 
caules very obvious. But how this laboured 
paiagraph will agiee with the violent behaviour 
of Major Carnac, upon lus imagining theie was 
too great ami fufptcious an intimacy between the 
King and the Nabobs you fhall judge from the 
following recital, When the King was on his 
vifit of leave at the Subah’s tent, where a grand 
entertainment was made for him, fome little time 
before his departure, he withdiew with the Suba 
into the inner tent, where they held a private 
conference, and, as aftei wards appeared, wrote 
interchangeably in each other’s Koran, which, 
by the bye, is the ftrongeft and moft folcmn en¬ 
gagement of amity and friendfhip in the world 
amongft Muflelmcn. The Major, on their com¬ 
ing out, exprefled in moft loud and vehement 
terms his diffatisfattion at this private con¬ 
science, and ordered the interpreter to tell the 
King his high difpleafure ■, inlbmuch that the 
Suba thought it neceffary to check his paifion, 
K 4 and 
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and defired him to recolleCt he was fpcaking to 
the King: To which he replied, that wiiln he 

WAS OFFENDED, KlNCS AND NABOBS WERE TO 
HIM THE SAME. 

27. His Majefty, before his departure, gave the 
molt unqueftionable proof of his hatred to Cofiim 
Aly Chan, and of his eftecm for the Englifh, by 
the voluntary offer he made them of the Dewanny 
of Bengal. This poll is the collection of the 
revenues of all the provinces fubjeCt to the Nabob, 
which are to be accounted for with the court of 
Delhy. It differs from the Subadaree •, the latter 
being the command of the troops, and the charge 
of the jurifdiChon in the piovinccs, the expenses 
whereof are paid out of the revenues by the Dewan. 
It was formerly a fepaiate office, but the Nabobs 
of Bengal, taking advantage of the late commo¬ 
tions in the empire, have affumed it to themlelves, 
From* the nature of the office, it is evident that 
the King, diftrufting the Nabob, intended that we 
fhonld be a check upon him, and be anfwcrablc 
for the revenues, no account of which he could get 
from Ccffim Aly Chan, who detained them for his 
own ufe. This appointment would have brought 
the Company about fifteen lacks yearly, excluflve 
jof the lands of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chitta¬ 
gong, which his Majefty alfo offeied to confiim to 
them , and to eftablifh their intereft and influence, 
not only in thefe provinces, but as far as the city 
of Delhy itfelf, to which place our commerce 
might then, with the urmoft fafety, have been ex¬ 
tended. 


Answer. 

27. Touching the firfl part of this paragraph, 
we refer to our Jaft remark. With regard to the 
offer of the Dewance, the objections againft re¬ 
ceiving 
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ceiving it were ftrong and unanfvverable, tmlefc 
we could have been inverted with the Subadaary* 
likewife. 

28, It is hard to conceive why fp honourable 
and advantageous an offer fhould be rejected 1 it is 
allcdged it would be the fource of continual dif- 
putes between us and the Nabob, and occafion too 
great a diminution of his power; but furely this 
conlideration, admitting it to be true, ought not to 
ftand in competition with the honour and interefts 
of the Company, which would be greatly pro¬ 
moted by i'uch an appointment; what renders‘this 
refufal the more extraordinary is, that it is well 
known application was made to the King, foon 
after Mr. Vanfittart’s arrival, in JafEer Aly Chan’s 
time, for the funads or grants of the province of 
Bengal, which were actually drawn out to be fent 
to us; but the revolution, in favour of Coflim, 
Aly Chan, taking place in the interim, an entire 
ftop was put to the negotiation. 

Answer. 

28. The firft part of this paragraph is fpoken 
to above. Concerning the laft part, we can. 
only fay, no grant of that kind was folicited 
fpr, whilft Mr. Holwell had a feat at the Board 
of Calcutta, though it certainly would have been 
pulhed for, and doubtlefs obtained, if his re- 
monftiances on that head had been hearkened to* 

29. The Nabob was fo inveterate againft all 
fhofe natives who were known to be in our mtereft, 
that he ufed his uttnort endeavours to prevail on 
Colonel Coote and Major Carnac, to confent to 
his proceeding to the moft unjufhfiable feverities 
againrt them, particularly againft Rajah Ramna- 
rain, having offered the Colonel five lack of rupees, 
provided he would concur in the deftiuttion of 
2 that 
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that unhappy man, who has fincc been given up 
to him by the Board. The Colonel's rriuial of 
this money, we are well convinced, was the motive 
of his (the Nabob’s) unjuft lulpicion and tefent- 
ment agamft him, which appears not only by the 
Colonel’s letters on the face of the proceedings ot 
the Board, but alio by Cofiim Aly Chan's own 
declaration to him, that he could not be his friend 
unlefs he received his piefem. 

Refutation'. 

29. Not one fingle or paiticular mitance of 
tbefe inveteracies agamft the natives in our 
intereft, but that ot Ram Narjm, already ex¬ 
ploded. 

50. The fame fpirit of refen tment, which actuated 
the Nabob agamft Colonel Coote, was equally 
ftrong againit Major Carnac, whom he alfo en¬ 
deavoured to buy over to ferve his ends, but in 
vain. The Nabob faw, with a jealous eye, the 
many diftinguifhing maiks of favour the Kmgcon- 
feried on him, and would f.1111 have made a breach 
between them, which not being able to effeift, he 
wrote fcveral letters of complaint agamft him to 
the Prefident, who iiom prejudice was too much 
inclined to believe them, and fought alloppoituni- 
ties of blaming his condutt at the Board, and of 
putting the worft conftru&ion upon all his endea¬ 
vours for the public fervice, of which many in- 
ftances could be piodgced. 

Answer. 

30. Thefe large offers and copfcicntious refunds 
fpcak an exalted integrity: they are poflibly 
true too, at leaft for ought we know : but we 
think it would have been better if fo much had 
not been faid about it > for though we may have 

implicit 
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implicit faith in thcfe afleitions, the wicked 

world may not. 

gi. A flagrant injuftice was done Major Carnac 
in calling him away fiom Patna, when the detach¬ 
ment (till ldt tlieie, was large enough to rentier 
the command adequate to his rank, and where he 
might have been of lei vice: wheieas his prefence 
was unnecelfaiy at Calcutta, as the Colonel was 
going down. 

32. A veiy fignal infult offered by Cofiim Aly 
Chan to the Englifh nation, was the intercepting, 
by his order, a letter which Major Carnac, when 
commanding the army, had wrote to the King, which 
the Nabob opened andfent to the Prudent. This 
letter, witli others from the Nabob, was minuted 
in coiilultation of the 5th of Auguft:, and it was 
infinuated 10 contain proof of a plot, conceited 
between the Colonel, Major, Ranmarain and 
Shitabray, to create a frcfti revolution Much 
pains weie taken to find out myfterious meanings 
in the letter, and hints were thiown out to prcpol- 
feis »he Board, that fucli a combination was actually 
on foot j however, after the clofeft ferutiny into 
the letter, and the ftutteft examination of Shita¬ 
bray, who was called down from Patna for that 
purpofc, the Board gave it nnanimoufly as iheir 
opinion, that there were not the lcaft grounds to 
iuppofe any fuch combination, the ridicule whereof 
was fo confpicuous, that we do not imagine even 
thofe who fo fenoufly promoted the enquny could 
ever have believed it. 

33. The material part of this letter related to 
an application, which the Major (by Col. Coote’s 
dire&ions) made to the King, to be put in pof- 
feffion of fome fort in Shuja Dowlalfs country 
upon the Ganges which, had our troops attended 
his Majcfty, as we mull have marched through 
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Shuja Dowla’s territories, would have been abfo- 
lutely neceffary for a place of arms, and to keep 
up our communication, The flopping fuch a letter, 
or indeed any one from a perfon in fo public a 
character as the Major then was, might be of the 
moft fatal confluence, was alio a public afti ont, 
and one that never was before offered by any 
Nabob; yet no fatisfaXion has ever been obtained 
from him, although wrote too publicly on that 
head. 

Answer. 

31, 32, and 33. To thefe paragiaphs Mr. 
Vanfittart mull anfwer, when he has it in his 

power. -Until then, we hope the world will 

fufpend their judgment: but if they cannot flay 
fo long, they may form a verdiX on the veracity 
of thefe, and various other parts of this per¬ 
formance, we believe pretty juftly, from the 
manner in which ft has been tranfmitted hither . 

34. You will now, Hon h,D Sirs, be able to com¬ 
pare the prefent with the preceding government. 
So momentous a ftep as fubverting the former one, 
we conceive, ought not to have been undertaken 
till after the molt mature deliberation, and from a 
thorough knowledge of the country, its connexions 
and interefts. But this was far from being the 
cafe. Mr. Vanfittart had only been three months 
in Bengal, and in fo fhort a Ipace of time can 
hardly be fuppofed to have acquired fo perfeX a 
knowledge of matters as to be able to determine, 
that it was abfolutely necelTary to annul a treaty 
which had been ratified, in the moft iblemn manner, 
by Admiral Watfon and Colonel Clive, together 
with a regularly-authoiized SeleX Committee, 
guarantied by the credit of the Company, (aid the 
honour of the nation. 
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Refutation. 

34. The credit of the Company, and honour 
of the nation, would have been funk, the one 
to ruin, and the other to proftitution, if pro¬ 
tection had been longer granted to that monfter 
of iniquity, Mhir Jaffier. See the Addrefs. 

35. The gentlemen, who were the piomoteis of 
this revolution, have coincided remarkably in each 
others opinion during the laft year’s confutations : 
in leturn, the Prefident has not failed to lhew 
them partiality, of which we will give you a re¬ 
markable inftance : notwithftanding, in your letter 
to this prefidency, dated 21 Jan. 17O1, you were 
pleofed, in the moft pofitive terms, to order the 
difmilEon of Mefiieurs Sumner, Playdell and Mac 
Guire; yet, on the 10th of Auguft, when, in 
confequence of Mr. Mac Guire’s difmifiion, Mr. 
Ellis was appointed chief at Patna, Mr. VanfitLart 
piopofed in Council, that Mr, Mac Guiie Ihonld 
remain in the chief-fhip till Mr, Kllis’s arrival, 
which could not be effected in lefs than two months. 
The qudtion was abfolutely put to the Board, but 
carried in the negative ; the other gentlemen not 
chufing to be guilty of fo glaring a deviation from 
their matters orders * and at Mr. Vanfittart’s 
defire, this propofal of his own was not entered on 
the face of that confultation. Here it will be necef- 
fary alfo to obferve, that Mr. Holwell, after the 
Hon hle Company had ihewn him fo plain a mark 
of their dilpleafure, as to remove him from the 
Chair to feventh in Council, at firft wavered, 
whether to continue in the fervice or not, till (as 
he declared) he had a private conference with Mr. 
Vanfittart j after which he remained in both Council 
and ScleCt Committee till the very day on which Mr. 
Vanfittart took leave of the Board to proceed toMor- 

Ihedabad, 
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fhedabad, in order to execute the pi in which had 
been foi med 5 and then Mr. 1 lolwell lcfigned. 

Answer. 

Why it was necejfary to biingMr, Hoi well 
in upon this occafion may not be quite clear. 
We will therefore elucidate this pafiage—It was 
not enough that Mr, Holwell was included in 
the many dirty infinuations thrown out in dif¬ 
ferent parts of this elaborate woik, again (1 the 
frojeftors of this revolution , tVc. but it was 
thought necejfary that he lhould be patLn ulaily 
pointed at, with fome invidious mark of rheir 
malice though they had not an enough among 
them to make it at all poignant.—Mr. Holwell 
thanks them for affording him this firft favourable 
©cealion of acknowledging all they lay (of hinij 
in this paragraph is mof JhiRly true . 

Mr. Holwell confcffjs, that, Simulated by 
refentment at the ingratitude of his employers, 
he lefolved to quit the fei vice immediately, on 
Mr. Vanfittart’s arrival—but prefled by him and 
the committee to alter his refolvcs for fome time 
at leaft—he wavered—and loon after feeing an 
appearance of lonie fahuaiy turn to the Com¬ 
pany’s aEFaii s, hcdeLcrmmed to remain, and uive 
liis helping hand ro it.—This was accompliflied—. 
and then Mr. Holwell refign’d. 

36. The Armenian mmiders of the revolution, 
Cojah Petrnce and Kojah Giegory, aie in the 
higheft degice of favour with the Nabob and his 
adherents ; the fotmer lefides in Calcutta, retaineef 
by Cofiim Aly Chan, a known fpy upon every 
tianfadion of the Fnglifh, of which he never 
fails to give his rnafler the moft regular intelligence, 
as' was loo apparent to both Colonel Coote and 
Major Cainac, when they were at Patna. The 

latter 
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latter of thcfe Armenians has pofts of the greateit 
truft near the Nabob’s perlbn; and through the 
means of thelemen, the Armenians in general are 
letting up an independant footing in the country, 
are carrying on a trade gieatb detiimental to our 
inveflmrnts in all paus, and commit daily a ft s of 
violence, which reflect no an,ill odium on the 
Fnglilli, who aie luppotKl to encourage their pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Remark. 

36. This paragraph requires no anfwer from us, 

37. It is this fyftcm of adminiflration which we 
have conftantly oppofed, as thinking your affairs 
could not poffibly profper under it. And you 
will now be able to account for many diffeiences 
at the Board, which will appear through the courfe 
of*our coniultations, and which will doubclefs fur— 
pule you till the ical caufc is known. As we have 
hitherto denied our affents to meafuies, becaufe we 
deemed them conti aiy to your interefts, though the 
adopting them would have turned out greatly to 
oui private emoluments •, fo you may left allured 
it fhall ever continue an invariable maxim with us, 
to make your honour and advantage the foie ob¬ 
ject of our attention. 

Remark. 

37. Nor this. 

38. You have been acquainted, Honourable 
Sirs, that the King has applied for your afliftance, 
to fettle him on the throne, and to recover fuch 
parts of his territories as are ftill in the hands of 
rebels. It is our opinion, that we have troops 
enough to form an army for the enterprize ; and 
as we have no European enemy to fear, the forces 
requiflte for rliis fervice can without danger be 

3 fpared. 
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fpared. The Nabob’s laige army, which is now 
a burden upon the piovinces, and only kept up 
to fcteen him from the King’s powei, and thiougli 
his jealoufy of us, would afford a coniidcrablc 
addition, and at the fame time eafe the country of 
an immenfe expence. Shujah Dowlat, one ol the 
moft powerful men of the empire, would join with 
his forces *, befides many other confidei able powei s, 
friends to the King, from diffeient parts, would 
flock to the royal ftandard, Jhould we ever cake 
the field*, anti our army moft probably (as the 
King himfelf has frequently declared) would march 
to the gates of Delhy without oppofition. Wc 
moft humbly fubnnt to you, whether fo glorious 
an opportunity of aggrandizing the Company in 
Indoltan fhould not be embraced, and leave it to 
yourfelves to judge of the reputation and advan¬ 
tages which would refult to Lhem, if through the 
means of the Bridfh arms, his Majcfty fhould be 
eftablifhed on his throne. For want of our aid, 
he is now actually at a ftand, and unable to pro- 
fecute his journey to his capital. 

But Ihould you be unwilling to extend your con¬ 
nexions further up the country, and inftead of ac¬ 
cepting the Dewanny of Bengal, clioole to confine 
your views to your new acquisitions, and to the 
trade of Bengal alone, we beg leave to offer it as 
Dur opinion, that we oughtf to maintain an inteieft 
n the country, independent of the Nabob, by 
upporting in power fuch men as have proved 
hemfelves our friends : This will ferve as a 
>alance againft him, fhould he encerLain evil 
lefigns againft us. 

Answer. 

38. This has been already fpoken to, in a 
detached Piece, by another hand, inticled, A 
Supplement, &c. 


*9. We 
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39* We have now given you a fair relation of 
things, and, confctous of the goodnels of our 
intentions, we cannot but flatter ourfelves, we fhall 
meet with your approbation in the part we have 
taken. We fhall therefore conclude with the 
affutance, that our endeavours fhall never be 
wanting to piomotc the honour and interefts of 
our employe! s, their fuccds being the object of 
out molt fervent wiflies. 

We are, with the greateft relpect, 

Honotucd Sirs, 

Your mofl faithful 

And dutiful Servants, 

Fort William, 

Utli March, 1762. (Signed) 

Eyre Coote. 

P. Amy att* 

John Carnac. 

W Ellis. 

S. Batson. 

H. V E 11 E L S T. 


Answer, 

39. We will clofe our remarks with one Re¬ 
flection only.—If the matters and things heie 
fet forth were fafts, and efTential for the know¬ 
ledge of their employers, why were they fo long 
concealed fiom them ? And why has the whole 
of it fo much the appearance of pretences framed 
a priori , to extenuate a conduct and oppofition, 
they have (at leaft five of them) fubfequently 
carried into aCtion ? and for wbtib their ft tends , 
at this critical juncture, thought an apology ahfo- 
lutely nccrjfaiy ? 

J, Z. HOLWEL L. 


L 
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T O 

The PROPRIETORS 

, ' O F 

EAST-INDIA STOCK, 

AND 

The PUBLIC. 

T HE anonymous Pamphlet, pubhflied Tue£ 
day the 6th of March 1764, under the tide 
of ct Reflexions on the prefent State of our Eafl> 
u India Affairs,” being plainly calculated to anfwer 
the purpofe of a day only*, it (hould feem hardly 
woithy your notice : nor indeed fhould we have 
thought it worth ours, did it not afford us a 
favouiable opportunity of laying open fome material 
fa&s, winch we think claim your attention, and 
will deferve your thanks. 

The title-page of this Pamphlet fays it is wrote 
“ By a Gentleman long refident in India j” but 
furely no Gentleman could fall fo much below that 
charafter, as this anonymoui author does, in low 
perfonal abufe and fcurnlity ; though the obvious 
venom of the heart that dictates thiough the whole* 
will defend again!! its influence and intended im-> 
pieflions.—We rather think, from the mixed Ryle, 
that this production is the joint efforts of two /mail 
gcruufes\ the one , peit, coxcomical, affefting wit 
and metaphor; the other , of meagre, dulky 
afpeCt, Jlolktng forth with pompous dnflion ' found¬ 
ing epithets ! Jong-winded, metaphorical bombaft! 
and tedious declamations l —•—.From the hhous 
L 3 com- 
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complexion of this Shake fpear’s CafTius, what 
can flow, but envy, rancour, and bitterefl reflec¬ 
tions ? Whether theft things clubbed their gen i Lifts, 
or transfufed each to other his fpiiic for this 
paltry talk, is not very material i — none but 
they, or fuck-like* could furely be capable of flub 
a performance. 

Whatever may have Been the Author’s intention 
by the exordium, laboured progrefs, and conclufion 
of this anonymous Pamphlet, the whole of this 
unconnefted piece feems huddled togechci, more 
particularly to introduce the perfonal attack in the 
centre i againft this attack we flull chiefly raife 
our batteries,.— previoufly demolifhing fome of 
their fcattered onc-woiks, (unfupported by each 
other) as they fall in our way, and intercept our 
march. 

The falfe and fcandalous, lights which Anony¬ 
mous throws on the motives that induced Cok 
Clive’s fncceflfor to form fome change in the poli¬ 
tical date at Pengal, are lb fully confuted m that 
Gentleman’s Addrefs to ) oil, that nothing more is 
wanted heie, to enforce convidion to honeft im¬ 
partiality. The partial and malicious are not to 
be convinced by fads or argument; indeed it 
makes not for thur prefent purpole to own it, tho 7 
they are : To thefe we do not write. Theft are 
hardy enough to charge this Gentleman (page 37) 
with forming a fcheme to depole Mhu Jailii r, in 
favoin of Mhir Caflim, u almoft as loon as lie 
tfi came to powerthough he has proved* beyond 
contradidion, that he fupporced Mhir Jaiiier with 
fpmt and perftverance, as long as theie was a re¬ 
maining poflibility of doing it, almoft to the ruin 
of youi affausi fo tenacious was he of the treaty 
fubfilling between the Englifh and Mhir Jaffier, 
even though be had violated every article of it, in 
died, by the Angle Itep of bringing the Dutch 
2 troops 
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t'oops into his dominions. This Gentleman has 
alio undeniably proved,, that his views for the 
Comp my’s benefit extended much higher than the 
fjllemof “ Nabob changing ” which, he faw, could 
produce no lolid and Jailing advantage, either 
to the Company or the Provinces. And he has 
like wile demonftrated, that he had neither any hand 
in, nor intention, 01 wifh, to dcpole Mhir Jaffier 
in favour of Mhir Coflim; but on the contrary, 
took eveiy precaution, which his thtn fcanty power 
gave him, for the fccurity of the dignity, perfon, 
and property of the former, however little he 
deferved it. 

The partizans of Mhir Jaffier have veiy ftudi- 
oufly evaded owning the charge againft him, of 
bringing in the Dutch forces, forefeeing that would 
filcnce eveiy attempt urged in juftificauon of him; 
but here truth and confcience for once fteps in 
between them and their machinations, and makes 
them unwanly give up the point, in the following 
words, pjgc 30, “ He was not unacquainted with 
“ the defigns of the Dutch, and would not have 
et been fony to have feen an European force mtro- 
c< duccd into his dominions, to prove a check on 
« the power of thofe, likely to become his matters 
“ inttead of his allies. However, his deep refpefr 
“ and awe of Colonel Clive, prevented lus adting 
tc openly upon this occafionf’ Here, let it te 
alfo remaiked, that thefe partizans, in page 19, 
fet forth, that <c This Nabob was fupported, with 
tc honour by his maker , fo long as he continued in 
“ India,” The badb of Plattey gave this man 
the Nubafliip in June, 1757. In O&ober, 175S, 
or theieabouts, he mutt have planned his iniqui¬ 
tous lcheme with the Dutch; as about this time a 
fniatl veffel was difpatched exprefs to Batavia, and 
our armament for the Southward was on its depaf- 
tuie. That the Dutch would have meditated a 
L 4 ftheme 
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fclicme of this kind, without the encouragement 
and paiticipation of the Suba, no one in his icnics 
can believe. Heie vfc fee Lhis man hardly eftabhfticd 
in his government, planning to delfroy and coun¬ 
termine that •power which railed him and this 
without any fhadow of complaint againft us, for 
be had been fupported with honour. His being only 
acquainted with the defigns of the Dutch, without 
communicating thofe defigns to ns, his allies, was 
virtually a breach and violation of that whok 
treaty he had fo folemnly entered into, l’hat he 
did not aft openly on this occafion, was owing only 
to his fears, and the dttepeft treachery both to the 
Dutch and us. If the Dutch had proved futccfsful 
in the river, and on the plains of Bederra, w r e 
fhould foon have felt the effedsof his open conduct, 
and not an individual of the colony had eicapcd 
flaughter. Let it be remembeied too, that by 
Colonel Clive’s orders, Coja Wazzced (a man of 
farmly, character, and rank) was taken prifoner, 
on his paffage from Moorlhadabad to Chinfura, 
brought under a fliong guard to Fort William, 
imprifoned there, and died under his confinement. 
So extraoi dinary a ftep would want juftification, 
had not the Colonel received the fullell proof ami 
conviftion, that this man (though a pietcnded 
friend to the Bnglifh) was the negotiator with the 
Suba, on the part of the Dutch, in the treaty for 
bringing m their forces. In ftiort, let the whole of 
this tranfadhon be viewed in any light whatever, it 
would, if theft partizans had a grain of modefty 
and candour among them, utterly filence every 
pica they have urged in his defence, and pre¬ 
tended commiftration for his misfortunes, thrown 
out at this period only to anfwer a poor unworthy 
purpoft. 

Page 31 of this Pamphlet exhibits the following: 
“ The itiperiOricy of tins exciaordinary genius, 

(Col. 
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u (Col, Clive) predominated io far over that of the 
“ Nabob, that when he quitted India, he left this 
“ Pnncc in luch a Rate ot dependance, and the 
“ affaus of the Englilh in fuch an exalted and 
14 powerful fitnauon, that even the Kites and 
44 Cktfs that followed, had it in their power to 
44 g 0I K e chemfelves with that piey (M. J.) which 
14 being beat down, was at the mercy of, though 
44 ipaied by, this generous Eagle. 1 ' — Oh l me¬ 
taphor 1 how ait thou tortuicd > how art thou 
proitituted I Let us examine a little what mercy 
this poor prey found, and how fpa?cd, by this 
generous Eagle ? It is confeficd, page 19, “ that 
“ Mhir Jaffier diftnbuted among his new allies 
44 all the tree fares of his predecefior, and mort- 
44 gaged two of his rttheft provinces to them, for 
44 the payment of a farther fum,” befides 44 lm r ge 
44 trails of land to the Company the rents of 
which wcie In ft paid by the Company to him, 
and lubfequently given to this generous Eagle. 
Such was the mercy he found, and Lhus was he 
/pared. 

It may be faid, this Eagle raifed the game, and 
had a right to heat it down as low as he pleafed. 
Suppofe it fo ; let us fee the confeqnences. 

Mhir Jaffier, thus dripped, had better never 
been born, or at lealt never raifed to this dignity; 
for having no treafuies of his own, and but fmall 
prefent refourccs fiom the levenues of his country, 
the foundation was here laid of all his future nnl- 
fortunes. Elis flip plies not being equal to the 
lupport of his extravagancies, the pay of his 
troops, and other abfolutely-necelTary calls of his 
government, and he finding himfclf incapable of 
relinquifhing or retrenching his licentious expences, 
his affairs fell into that Hate of ruin and confufion 
lb juftly painted by Mr. Holwell in his Addrefs, 
Sq that (to pnrfue this notable metaphor) you lee, 

after 
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iifrei all, if the poor Kifcs and Ow/j that followed 
this generous hag!e had been an hungred, ihcie 
was nothing left for them to gotgn, but die t,uc 
boms of the piey. 

"With legald to the'exalted and powerful fiLuanon 
of the Company’s affaiis, as pompoufly recited m 
the foregoing quotation, the leal faiSl Hands thus: 
"When Col. Clive left Bengal, your Trcafuiy was 
at a very low ebb, and fmther fupphes cut off, 
before he was well out of the river ; but of diis 
you have been fufficiently iniormed in the Addrcls 
above leferred to. And as to “Col. Chvc\ extia- 
“ ordinary genius predominating fo far above that 

of the Nabob’s,” we think Mlnr Jaffieds in¬ 
troduction oi the Dutch foices aftoids no proof 
of it. , 

Leaving the other parts of this Pamphlet to the 
plain and natural conclufions and fentiments ol the 
Public, we proceed, purfuant to our Title-page, 
in our promifed j unification, fiom mateiials left 
with us by tins Gentleman on his lall depaittuelor 
India, and others tranfmitted by him alter his 
arrival there-, in the courl'e of which many impm- 
tant encumfbances and fads will occur, woithy 
your confederation, which will throw a new light 
on fome inrerefling peiiods m your affairs, and at 
the fa,me time mamidt and illufti ate the gieuc and 
eminent ferviccs this Gentleman has rendered you; 
icrviccs fo fluking, that, though they never ob¬ 
tained common jtilbce or gracitude, from your 
Court of Direftors at home, yet gained him the 
public thanks of your Bengal Pididency on your 
behalf, even after he was fuperceded m the govern¬ 
ment of your affairs. This Pamphlet is not the 
only lnllance of party rage , whereby this Gentle¬ 
man has been bafely traduced, and by l'ome even 
of thole in your Direction, who had let their hands 
to higher encomiums on Mr. Holwelfs integrity 

and 
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and abilities, than had ever before been beftowed 
on any one m your feivice, and without any the 
leaft fhadow of caufe to impeach his conduft, or 
alter thefe favouiable fentiments of him. Mr. 
Holwell himfelf difdains a leplyto the feveral low 
attacks, made by malice and envy on his reputation: 
but on us, his Inends, it is incumbent ; and we 
hope hereby to atone for our ncgledl of not doing 
it long ago, and own our obligation to this anony¬ 
mous wnter, for giving us fo favourable an op¬ 
portunity. 

To clear up, and explain many paflages, touch¬ 
ing men and things, we think it ncceflhiy to intro¬ 
duce our defence, with an account of: the difputes 
in Lcadcnhall-ftrcet, at the latter end of the yeai 
1757, and beginning of 1758 ; when this Gentle¬ 
man unhappily (foi himfelf) became the object of 
contention between two parties in your Court of 
D11 tutors, and fell a fjciuice to the perfeverance of 
his (and we may ttuly fay your) frumh. Tim pTi. 
detail was then diawn up by one, minutely ac¬ 
quainted with the (cnccaled , as well as open fpnngs 
of adlion at that peuod, in manner following . 

Narrative of the DomeRic Wars in Leadenhall- 
Street, from October 17575 to the 20th of 
April, 175S. 

I IKE Homer, and other recorders of battles, 
we will begin with a lnl of the combatants, 
it will fave fume trouble in the tuurfe of the u> 
ga; ement. 

Meilis. Pavke, Chaimm. 

2 burrov/ 7 Wcflcin 

j Junes Raymond 8 Jones 

,1 Jo!m Ea\moud g Eiwwne 

T "i ' Ciu 1 ns Dcnicn 

■ • 11 Steves 

iz Manflup 
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12 Manfhip 

13 Hadley 

14 Chambers 

15 Impey 

16 Sullivan, Deputy 

17 Godfrey 
ifi Plant 


19 Dudley 
ao Savage 

21 Tullie 

22 Gough 

23 Phipps 

24 Rous 


It was not without much previous debate, heat, 
and animofity, that the above Gentlemen came 
unanimoufly into a fcheme for the government of 
Bengal, by a rotation of four, to wit, Meflrs* 
"Watts, Manmngham, Becher, and Holwell. The 
plan was defigned as a temporary expedient only, 
until further advices from Calcutta ; the Hardwick, 
carried out thefe determinations, figned by the 
whole court, under date the nth of November, 
1757, and harmony feemed again to be eftablifhed. 
A general reform of the fettlement of Fort Wil¬ 
liam was next taken into confideration, planned 
and adjufted at various meetings, confiding only 
of the two chairs, Mr. Holwell and the Secretary. 
During thefe operations, Difcord again began to 
exert her influence ; and entering the breafts of 
the Bombay faction, who Ihe knew were ripe 
for her purpofe, urged them to move and infift 
that another Gentleman fhould be appointed to 
fucceed to the rotation of four, in cafe of death or 
abfence. The Bombay faction, confiding of the 
Deputy Chair, and the eight immediately follow¬ 
ing him on the above lift, (a&ing under their 
General carried their point in the Committee 

of Correfpondence, by a majority of 6 to 3, Sir 
James Creed and Governor Saunders being abfent. 
The next Court-day Mr, Payne brought the affair 
before a full -court, where the refolution of the 
Correfpondence was over-ruled by a majority of 
15 to 9, a* being not only contrary to the deter¬ 
minations 
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ruinations unanimoufly figned to by the Hardwick, 
but alfo to the vtiy principle and motives, which 
urged thole determinations. From this hour Peace 
took hei flight from Leadenhall-llreet, Civil War 
took, place, and Difcord reigned with uninterrupted 
iway. 

This defeat of the minority was far from dis¬ 
couraging them. They now, under the aulpices of 
their General, (who was moft a&ive behind the 
curtain) planned a droke at the location itielf, 
which they intended to execute at the next Quar¬ 
terly General Court *, but advices of the revolu¬ 
tion in favour of Jaffier Aly Cawn ai riving about 
this time, gave them a phufible opportunity to 
attempt abolilhing the rotation in the Court of 
Directors, without waiting for the Quarterly Gene- 
lal Court. Accordingly, when the Court of Di¬ 
rectors met to confer on the advices they had re¬ 
ceived of the revolution, and unanimoufly deter¬ 
mined to make a compliment of the government 
of Bengal to Col. Clive during his lefidence in 
India, the Bombay fadhon moved, “ that the 
“ important change in their affairs at Bengal, made 

the expedient of the rotation no longer needful, 
“ but that Mr. Watts Ihould be appointed to 
“ fucceed the Colonel,” 

The majority of 15 (as they ftand prior on the 
lifl) urged on the contrary, ** that as the change 
regarded the fituation of their affairs only, without 
any fufficient proofs tranfmitted to them, that gave 
any moie favourable impreflion of individuals in 
their fervice, they judged it premature to make 
as yet any fuither alterations in the govern¬ 
ment of Bengal, the fame caules ftill fubflfting 
which Ml urged the expedient of the rotation.” 

This difference ol" views and fentnnents occafioned 
debates to urn to the moft violent heights, in the 
courle of which the nunorit) luft all legald to 

decency 
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decency and nunneis ; to put a Hop to which ill 
Chaiinun put the quilUon, “ W hethei Col. Cliv 
(£ fliould be appointed to Lhc government of Bengal 
te and the 1 oration of lour take place on his ab 
“ fence, ns befoie appointed?” On this, fidl 
feuds aiole the Bombay faction infilling that th 
queftion fliould be divided. This was oppolcd b 
the Chairman, and biought on the previousquellioi 
which being put, it was earned againll a divifio 
of the queltion i ^ to 9, On this the minority m 
longer obferved any meaiuies; Mdfrs. Sullivar 
Godfrey, Phipps, and Plant, quitted the Coun 
and the reft of the fafhon lefufcd lo ballot. 

The maioiity, however, piocceded to bufinef; 
and unanimoufly appointed the Colonel to the go 
vernment, and the lotation to take place on hi 
abfence. lhc geneial letter containing this relb 
lution, and the other general reform of the fettle 
ment, was figned the eighth of March, by the 1 
only, the minority refuting to fign. 

The faction, not a whit dilmayed at thefe rc 
peated defeats, ‘ £ but, like Anteus, gathcrin| 
46 ftrength from blows,” had nowrccourle to thei 
expedient of the Quarteily Geneial Court, am 
began to beat up for volunteers amongft the Pro 
pnetors. Their Geneial took up his refidencc, ij 
a manner, for many dajs in the city, and wen 
about begging Angle votes, in which he was mol 
induftrioufly followed by his Mtrmidons; whilf 
the majority of 15, confcious of the propriety am 
integrity of their own conduct, made it a point no 
to lpcak to a Pi oprietor on the fubjefl:: A maxin 
(in politics) founded on a falfe principle; fo 
when a body of men m power are confcious 0 
the rectitude of their intentions, in any mcafuri 
adopted for the good of the community, it i: 
incumbent on them to fecurc that meafureby ever] 
means pofllblc. This error in judgment of the 

majority 
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majority, gave the grc\itell advantage to the mino¬ 
rity. The majoiity likewife rafted in a fa lie fecu- 
rity, that a Quaiterly Gcncial Conit, which was 
not fummoned on lpecial aflVus, could not go into 
any matters, but what vvcie lcgularly brought 
befbie them and ipuitied in then lummons, the 
fame having no piecedent, and being contrary to 
all propueiy, as well as the efl abliffiedlaws of the 
Couil, in which, however, they found tliemfelvcs 
millaken. Thus the minority came to the Quar¬ 
terly Court fully prepated, and with their united 
foicc ; wliilll the majonty came totally unprepared, 
and without any force at all. 

Here it is neceffary to recite a cncumftance, 
which greatly favoured this attempt of the mino¬ 
rity, The rotation was as little relifhed by the 
bulk of the Proprietors, without knowing why, or 
whorcfoic, as by themfelves : It was (as before 
hinted) with much difficulty that the Bombay 
faction weic bi ought to affentto it at firft, and they 
wcic now determined to abolifli it, though, with 
it, they abolifhed the power, and eveiy efFe&ual 
authority of a Court of Directors. 

The indefatigable attivity of the minority, and 
ina&ivity of the majority, produced each their ade¬ 
quate cfle&s at the Quarterly Court. The ufual 
bufmefs and forms over, Mr. Law began the attack, 
by an inveftive againli the lotation, as being a 
ftrange, motley, many-headed monfter, in which 
he was feconded by Mr. Phipps, fupported by Mr. 
P. Godfrey, in a written ipeech, which he defired 
permiflion to read. 

The Chairman, in a fhoit, but ftrong fpeech, 
urged te The irregularity of the Quarterly Court’s 
** entering into lpecial affairs, ifor which they weio 
“ not fummoned; and that a proceduie of this 
« kind muft have fatal confequences, and epd in 
<6 the utter fubverfion of the govemment of the 

“ Company’s 
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“ Company’s affairs*, that die Couit of Directors, 
“ not fufpc&ing fuch unprecedented attempts, wete 
“ not prepared to lay before the Court the leafoos 
t( which moved them to adopt the ex]>edient now 
“ obje&cd to. That the Pi op rie Lois had a light 
“ to demand a General Court, which he was ready 
61 to fummon on the fhorceft warning, and that 
u fuch their reafons (liould then be lubmitted to 
6t their confidcration.” 

When the Chairman had ended his fpcedi, Mr. 
Alexander Hume took up the lame lide of the 
quelbon, and moved to ad|onrn ; in which he was 
leconded by Sir Alexandci Giant and a few oih rs, 
and the quellion for adjournment being pur, it was 
carried in the negative almofl: unanimoufly, but 
with unheard of clamour and indecency. They 
then proceeded, in the fame temper, to demand 
the queftions fliould be put, “ Whether die rota- 
“ tion of four fliould be abolifhed, and the govern- 
“ ment of Bengal be conduced by a Angle Gover- 
“ nor and Council as heretofore ? ,s And both 
queftions were in like manner carried in the affir¬ 
mative, Mr. Law and the Couit declaring, it was 
not their intention to interfere in the appointment 
of fuch Governor and Council, which they left 
intirely to the choice of the Couit of Diieitors, 
and with this gracious indulgence the Qiurteily 
Court broke up : and the minority, as the)’ thought, 
gained a compleat triumph. 

Thus a mcafure adopted and afiented to at the 
beginning by the whole Couit of Dire&ars, and 
fubfequently fuppoited and confirmed by a majo¬ 
rity of fifteen, became condemned and abolifhed, 
from the minds of the Proprietor being poifoned 
by every artful intmuation againfl: it, without once 
hearing a Angle rcafon or plea in its defence. 

The minority, notwithflanding their triumph at 
the Quarterly Court, apprehenilve they jfhould gain 

little 
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little by it, whilft the majority of the Court of 
Directors were againft them, began to work with 
other tools $ and agreed to make any conceflion to 
Mr. Payne and Jus friends, provided they would 
rehnquilh the (ingle point of Mr. Holwell’s having 
a (hare in the government of Bengal: It was pro- 
pofed that he fhoulcl have rank next to Mr, Becher, 
with the Clneflhip of Coflimbuzar; be one of the 
Select Committee, and have any emoluments ap¬ 
pointed for him, that himielf or friends would 
dtlire or if thd'e were not acceptable, that he 
(hould be lent to Bombay to fucceed Mr. 3 °ur- 
cluer, or be appointed Deputy-governor of Foit 
St, David, and to fucceed next to Mr. Orme, who 
was appointed to fucceed Mr. Pigot. 

Thefe alternatives were at different times inti¬ 
mated to Mr. Payne and the Majority, (the ffrft 
before the rotation was fixed, the others after it was 
aboliflied) who were ftedfaft in this reply, “ That 
45 however Mr. Holwell’s Cervices and fuffenngs 
44 merited the notice of the Company, the real 
44 inteieft of their affairs was their firfl: objedt, and 
44 not Mr. Holwell’s emoluments : That his abili- 
44 ties would be of more ufe to the Company at 
44 Bengal chan elfewhere ; and that the exigencies 
44 of their affairs required his having a (hare in 
44 the government of them.” 

The Majority of fifteen thinking themfelves moft 
injunoufly treated by the Minority, and proceedings 
of the quarteily general Court, weie loud in their 
refentments; and having refolved on a plan for their 
futute conduct, the Chairman fummoned a full 
Court for the appointment of a fucceffor to Colonel 
Clive, to meet on the 23d of Maich. The mino¬ 
rity, in the mean time, were afliduous to take off a 
lufficient number of the Majority, and thought 
they had fucceeded* 

M It 
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It is not difficult to conceive in what temper the 
Court met. As Toon as the Chairman had opened 
the caufe of their meeting, the merits of their fer- 
vants at Bengal became the fubject of debate, and 
much altercation enfued, not worth reciting. Mr. 
Peter Godfrey moved, that their lervauts fhould 
be balloted for according to their ranks in the fer- 
vice, beginning with Mr. Watts*, in which he was 
feconded by Mr. Sullivan, and ibmc others of the 
Minority. This motion was oppofed by Mr, 
Robert Jones, or Mr. Jones Raymond, (which we 
cannot recollect) who moved that Mr. Ilolwdl 
fhould be firft balloted for. Both motions being 
feconded, brought on the previous queftion, which 
was earned in favour of the laft motion. Accord¬ 
ingly they proceeded to the ballot, and Mr. Iiol- 
well was elected to fucceed Colonel Clive in the 
government of Bengal, fifteen to nine. 

This proved a thunderbolt to the Minority, 
who now found that their violences had promoted, 
in a higher degree, the very man they had fo much 
laboured to debafe. The Deputy Chatrman, with 
the reft of the Minority, made a motion as if they 
intended to quit the Couit; but the former being 
requited by the Chairman to llilpend his rcfolution 
and judgment^ ptoduced the following letters, 
wliuJh Mr. llolwell had lent into Court to him. 

To John Payne., F-fq. Chairman. 

u -Sir, A^d March, 1758. 

<L OGMR of my filends flatter me, that the 
“ appointment of a iuecellbr to Colonel Clive 
“ in the Government of Bengal, may probably 
u fall on myfelf: Should this be the cole, I then 
*■ take the libeity to requdl, you will pleafe to 
*' prefenc the uiclofed Addieis lu the Honouiable 
u the Court of Directors. Should Lhe information 

u of 
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* c of my friench prove groundlefs, the inclofed 
then becomes ra'.pu'tmint ami ulclcb, and as 
u fuch I beg the favour you will return it to. Sir, 
u Your, &c. 

“ J. Z. IX. M 


To the IhiioiiUilh the Court of D> redo j, 13 c* 

“ May it pleaie yout Ilonouis, 

U T T^^K^'ANDING this day is appointed 
for the eledtion of a l J iefident and Gover¬ 
nor of Bengal, in iucccflicm to Colonel Clive, and 
learning from the information of my fi lends, theie 
is a probability your choice may fall upon myiclf; 
that ftcady zeal for the Company’s intereft, which 
has ever been the guide of my aCtions and fenti- 
ments, fincc I had the honour of your feivice, now 
urges me to addrefs you with tlut humble fieedom, 
which my duty dictates at this cntical conjuncture 
of your affairs in that pait of the world. 

« During the heavieft weight of my misfortunes 
and diftrefles, I had yet comfoit m the icfleftion 
of having done my duty in the trulls repofed in 
me, but more fo, that my conduct was honoured 
with the repeated appiobation and fanCtion of your 
Honourable Court. 

“ In the execution of trufl, it has ever been an 
inviolable maxim with me, that piivate mterelfc 
fhould ever give way to the public utility j a maxim 
I have often lealed to, in your fervice, though to 
my own coft; a maxim which now leads me, con- 
trary to my own private weal, to prevent, if pofli- 
blc, your taking any menfuie which may, m its 
conft quences, depiive you of one of the moft valu-. 
able lfcrvants you have abioad. 

u In the couile of your affairs, although I have 
fometimes differed in opinion irom Mr. Manning- 
ham, yet 1 have ever had the higheft opinion of 
M 2 that 
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chat gentleman’s integrity and abilities, and havd 
not failed doing honour to both on every occufion ; 
for the truth of which I can appeal ro lome gentle¬ 
men who conftitute your Honourable Com t, and 
to many others, who were lately members of it. 

“ Permit me. Gentlemen, to reprefent to you, 
that a fervant of Mr. Manmngham’s chara&er and 
capacity is not every day to be met with, nor can 
be parted with at this peiiod, without a certain 
injury to your affairs: A difregard of his merits, 
will, in all likelihood, detemiine his return to 
Europe; the contrary will as piobably determine 
his ftay ■, and may not only lay a foundation for 
harmony at home, but for luccefs abroad. 

46 Thefe confiderations, and thelc only, move 
me humbly to requelf, that fhotild the voice of 
your Honourable Couit be in my behalf, I may 
then be permitted, with thanks and gratitude, and 
without offence, to decline the honour you intend 
me, in favour of Mr. Manningham, under whom 
I am moft ready and willing to ferve the Honour¬ 
able Company, as long as his refidencc m India 
may be confiltent with his health or inclination. 


I am, May it pleafe your Honours, &c. 


WnlnefJa'v, 
March 23, 175 s. 


J. z. II ” 


When Mr. Holwell’s Letter was read, the Mi- 
nonry attempted to look wife, {hook their heads, 
and declared they would ballot no more. The 
Chairman put the queltion, 44 Whether the Court 
46 fhould proceed to a new ballot in conlequencc 
44 01 Mr Holwell’s lettei ? ” which being agreed 
ro, wirhout a ballot, they proceeded, and Mr, 
Manningham was elefted ro fticceed Colonel Clive, 
by foui teen only, one of the fifteen having thrown 
m a negative. The fifteen then balloted for a 
lucceffor to Mr. Manningham, when Mr, Holwdi 

was 
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was unanimoufly chofcn and Mr. Becker to fofi- 
ceed him: And here the Court flopped. 

From the whole tenor of the proceedings of the 
Minority, it muft appear to an impartial eye, that 
they were actuated by pride, violence, peifonal 
connections, and pcrl'onal refentmencs, and by 
their conduct ftiuck at the very principle and 
foundation of all government; hence they acquired 
the title of “ the FaCtion, ” (a cutumftance we 
thought neceffary to explain, left we ftiould be 
thought to have bellowed it on them in this our 
narrative only.) They feemed to think they had 
a right to over-rule the fentiments and refolves of a 
majority of near two to one againft them , or fail¬ 
ing here, to throw the affairs of the community 
they had in truft, into the utmoft confulion and 
difficulties*, and this at a time, when difpatrh, 
harmony, and unanimity, were eflential to the 
well-being (we may Iky, the veiy being) of the 
Company: and when examples ol this kind were 
fo ncLeffury at home, to influence the lame lalutary 
conduCl in their hrvants abroad, which they 
themfelves had, in their letter by the Hardwick, 
inculcated and commanded in the moft lively and 
enforcing terms that language could dictate. 1 he 
Minority, in confequence of their late defeat, had 
ieveral private meetings with thur Geneul, whue 
it was rtfolved, as rlicir lull reloevce, to lorm a 
Piopiietors lift of DircClois for the enfuing year, 
in oppofiuon to the Houle lift. Confident with 
this lefolution, the Deputy Chair and the Mino¬ 
rity agreed, that they would not meet the Court, 
nor affift at forming the Houle lift as ufual. The 
Majority, on this mclfage, met immediately, 
formed their lift, and had it publilhed a day before 
the Proprietors lift came out. 

Had the Majonry continued the fame vigilance 
in fecuting the cledtion of then lift, they could not 
- M 3 have 
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ha^e failed effecting it 5 bur hcie they continued in 
the lame error, and fali'e punctilio of honour* 
which had occufioned their defeat at the Qu, uerly 
Genual Court-, until louzctl by the adiwLy both 
public and private of the Mmoiity, they thought 
it neceliaiy to exeit themfdves, when it was too 
late. Had they begun twenty-four hours Iboncr, 
they would have carried their whole lift, and che 
Minority, to a nmn, had quitted the direction. 
The laft defeat they lecetvecl was on che 33d of 
Maich, fiom which time they had laboured, without 
ceafing. The eleftion was to come on the 5th of 
April, and it was the fecond, before the Majority 
attempted to fohcit a linglc vote. 

Mr. Hohvell ai rived the 2d of April at Portf- 
mouth, whcie he lcceived the rLfulc of the Gcneial 
Couit, which did not bicak up until two in the 
morning of the 6th, when the following Gentlemen 
were declaied duly elected ; 


Meflrs, AY. Barvvell *, 
H. C, Boulton*, 
John Boyd, 

John Brown, 

Clir. Burrow 1 ' 1 , 

Sir James Creed, 
Charles Cutts % 
Roger Drake, Deputy 
John Dorncn, 

Geoige D'ulk y, 

H. H'idley, 

John Iiairtfon, 


John Manfhip, 

N. Newnham *, 

H, Plant *, 

T. Phipps #, 

P. PlgOU, 

John Raymond, 

Giles Rook, 

J. Rous*, 

11 . Savage, 

G. Stevens, 

TSullivan, Chairman *. 
T. 1 ull;e 


By the eledion of this lill, the late Minority 
gained a fuie both in the Court and m 

the Committee of Coirdpondenre, che members of 
winch aic m.uked’ : They loft no time in cxercifi 
inn then new arquirecl power, in a manner quite 
confident wnh tneir formci violence: They met 

the 
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the 6th, when, after electing their Chairman anti 
Deputy, ami appointing die feveial Committees, 
Captain Tullie moved, that an exprefs ftiould be 
immediately difpatched to Porcfmouth, to ftop the 
Wuncn and London, until further oiders. This 
was lliemuniily oppofed by Mr. Drake and others; 
but was howevei earned, on a ballot, in the affir- 
nntive, fourteen to eight; upon which the fol¬ 
lowing gentlemen entcied a ftiong proteft on behalf 
of the Company, againft die injurious detention of 
their fhips lb late m the lealbn, and when con¬ 
voy for them were procured with fo much diffi¬ 
culty, viz, 


Meflb. Drake, 
Burrow, 
Newnham, 
Blown, 


John Raymond, 
Hadley, 
Dornen, 
Stevens. 


Thcfe Gentlemen would have been joined by Sir 
James Cieed and Mr. Manlhip ; but the one was 
confined by the gout, and Mr. Manlhip’s filler lay 
dead in his houfe. The exprefs reached Portf- 
mouth the 71I1, in the morning, juft as the Warren 
and London were going to fail, under convoy of 
the Eagle man of war, and Bonetta floop. It was 
pretty obvious that Mr. Hoi well needed not any 
very great forefight to predict what would follow, 
with tcfpeCt to himfelf, expecting the utmoft effeCt 
of united malice and power. 

The rcfolucion of detaining the flhips being ear¬ 
ned, the Gunman propofed proceeding immedi¬ 
ately to bufinefs; this was oppolcd and objefted 
to by Mefiis. Drake and Newnham, who urged, 
that as they could not pofiibly be fnppofed ac¬ 
quainted with the grounds, which had occafionrd 
the divifion between the late Court of DueCtors, 
they infilled on icafonabk* time being given them 
to coniidcr the fubjeft. This requelt was, after 

M 4 veiy 
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very high debate, granted, and the r ithappointed lor 
taking into confideiation the Bengal difpaLches by 
the Warren and London. Accordingly, like lo 
many Caefais, they came, they law, they con- 
quel cd: For the Chairman, as loon as they were 
met, produced a fhort general letter, which he had 
ahendy prepared for the purpofe, confining of four 
or five paragraphs only: High oppofition arofe to 
this letter from the eight proteftors, but it availed 
little, for the whole received the fanflion of the 
fouiteen, and palTed into a law, and arrived at 
Poitfmouth the 12th of April. The puiport of 
this general letter take as follows. 


“ That having maturely weighed and confidcred 
the condutt and merit of individuals, they annul 
and make void eveiy appointment by the Haid- 
wick’s letter of the nth November, with thofe by 
the Warren and London, of the 8th and zgd of 
Maich, (Colonel Clive excepted) and do now con- 
ftitute and appoint the eftabliftiment of their Prefi- 
dency of Calcutta, To wit, 

Colonel Clive, Prefidcnt and Governor, 

William Watts, Efq. 2d, and to fuccecd Colo¬ 
nel Clive, 

Major Kilpatriik, gd. 

.Charles Manningham, Elq. 4th, and to fucceed 
Mr. Watrs, 


Mr. R. Becher, 

Mr. P. R. Tearkes, - 
Mr. William Krankland, 
Mr. M. Collctr, 

Mr. J. Z. llolwell, 

Mr. William Macket, 
Mr. Peter Amyatt, 

Mr. Thomas Boddam, 
Mr, Richard Courr* 


5th/ 

6 th, 

7th, 

Each to rife and 
iothi > fuccccdintu.n. 

nth, 

12th, 

X3th,J 


J* They 
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“They like wife revoke and annul all and every 
nomination to Chleflhtps, Ports, &c. in their let¬ 
ter of the 8th of March, leaving fuch appointments 
to the Board-, with this caution, that capable and 
faithful fervants be lent to Cortimbuzar, beit known 
and moft agtccable to the Nabob. 

" They appoint the Sdedl Committee to confirt 
of Mertrs, Clive, Watts, Manningham, Becher, 
and Major Kilpatrick for the time being. Vacan¬ 
cies in this Committee to be filled up by the Prcfi- 
dent and Members. They alfo advife that the 
Secret Committee at home, confifts of Mcffrs. 
Sullivan, Drake, Burrow, Newnham, and Plant, 
any three of whom are a quorum. 


Signed, 

Sullivan, Boulton, TuUle, 

Cutts, Dudley, Plant, 

Harnfon, Phipps, Roake, 

Boyd, Pigou, BarweU. 

Rous, Savage, 


N* B . The other ten refufed to figm 

o 


Reflections, 

The Colonel, in all probability, has, or is near 
upon leaving India 5 Mefirs. Watts, Manningham, 
and Becher, by the reftitution of private property, 
and their other late extraordinary acquifitions, 
will, it is likely, foon follow him; in which cafe 
it is worth remarking, where the fucceflion takes 
place, by the foregoing deftination and we leave ‘ 
it to the world to form natural and obvious con* 
clufions therefrom. 

With refpedt to Mr. Hoi well, we cannot help 
obferving, that the Majority of the prefent Court 
have not preferved even that mafk of equity, which 
they pretended was the rule of their adlions: They 
have given every wrher that lemained with him in 
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tfir fort when Calcutta was atM', kt i cK two years of 
Jus cane in ivc mipemeof lu» pctllycianceaiul fuf- 
leimgs. Iks pTcveiamY was finely equal to 
theuL, and hi*, UiSlcnii'is eminently fuperior, and 
jnented ionic ditum lion and favour, though ever 
fo fm.ill; in place oi which they have ilnpped him 
of the pod and emoluments they had before ap¬ 
pointed him to. 

Therafli preceding oi the pieivni .Majority, in 
detaining two of the tompmv\ Jhips " l t*> guufy 
privtce relenmu nt, v ’ made a tlamoiu m the 
t tty, and alarmed their bdl n icmk aniomill the 
Proprietors; and when their othci akeintious be¬ 
came public, that not only Mr. IlolwdI was let 
afVle, but Mr. Manningham alio, and that the late 
Majority had iciblved to de.iNiud a general Come, 
die clamour ilill eiu rea'.cd, at the other end ol die 
town, as well as in the city. 

The phrafe of “ gratifying private refentments,” 
came originally from the Mmilliy; upon the appli¬ 
cations of [VlefTrs. £>—»n and B-n, for ocher 

convoy, which was rcfufetl for lomc time, Lord 
Anion telling them, that u in place of fallowing 
“ for the imeu.ll of the Company and the Nation, 
“ their Jule aim Teemed to be the giatifying their 
M private relcnuncuts, diltiHTifi.r hi. Maidty’s 
M fervicc, an 1 embroiling dr’ii conltuunit. aliaiis.” 

How chcle intellme ieiuls in Le.ulenlull-Nucet 
muft ailed die public weal of die Company, and 
in them the Nation, is but too obvious. The 
future audiont) of a Cuutt of Dnxuor, can have 
no eflimatmn, ai t‘inr or I ns ami reToluuons Jor 
the government nf tlunr aif/us and fcUlemcnts 
abroad, mil be now liable to be can vailed and 
tontreu!b\ every quarterly (»emr.d Court; and 
* *i:il worie omtcqunue is, thar no Gentleman of 
nrirpnil: it fo:tune, wurdi .ml iliaru&er, will 
!Ye.* on:. .».* winn, -ic.ept a lea: in die Direction. 
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IT is extremely remarkable, bow great the 
refemblance between the tranfadhons of thofe times, 
and the prefent is. the refledtions at the clofe of 
the foregoing narrative fuiting the one, as well as 
the other, prove the compiler of it a mod judicious 
prophet, foretelling that the government of your 
Court of Directois, would be brought to nought 
by their own ielf-interefted and inteftine broils ; a 
piedidion now pretty well accompliftied, What 
then can enfue, but the mod alarming confufion in 
your affairs ? But to rd'nme our fubjedt. You 
here fee the moll unfortunate of your feivants 
fallen the fr,entice of paity fury; and you wilt 
alfb fee him in the lequel perlecuted, flandered, 
and fuperceded in that rank they then allotted him, 
by eveiy following difpatch, and all from the fame 
rancorous c .ufe, as we {ball make appear, when 
we have done with the pamphlet befoie us; to 
which we now return. 

In page 37, are the following paflage9. ‘ 6 After 
ec the departuie of Colonel Clive, the delicacy that 
* s lie had ufed towards him (the Nabob) was 
* 6 mtirely thrown afide. His fuccefibr in the go- 
te vemment, who had been particularly injlrumental 
46 in bringing down Sou Rajah Dowla, and confe - 
<e quently , in occajioning the jirjl revolution in Bengal\ 
“ had arrived at his dignity, contrary to the inuen- 
“ tion of his conilituents, and intirely through the 
tc accident of a number of his feniors going home 
66 at this time in difguft. Being bleft with a 
“ genius, uncommonly fci tile in expedients for 
“ rmfing money, and fuither unclogged by thole 
“ filly notions of pundtilio, which often (land in 

the way betwixt fome people and fortune, he 
** had pro]edled and put in pradtice fever al inferior 
*' Hxmiti'LfXS bat this chef d'Oeuvre, this matter 

“ ftheme, 
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“ fcheme 1 , though formed almoft as foon as he 
“ came to power, time did not allow him the 
*' honour of executing/’ Again page 39, “ It 

“ muft heie again be acknowledged, that the 
Gentlemen in the direction Ihowcd fo little inten- 
“ tion, that the accidental governor Ihould have 
“ ever come to that truft, that tbey now removed 
“ htm to be the feventh in council . Being endued 
however with a very high degree of what, in 
<L fome, is called addreis, enforced by a great 
M fhare of plaufibility in argument, he found thefe 
” talents ot fingular ule to him on this occafion. 
M Hi 1 grand plan being now almoft ripe for cxccu- 
** tion, could not be concealed from his fuccdfor: 
,e he wavered fome days about continuing in the 
“ fervice of his mallei9 in that degraded rank,'* 
Again, lower down in the fame page and page 40. 
M But it does not redound much to the honour of 
this degraded governor, nor plead greatly in 
w favour of die difintereftedncfs of his views, that 
u after Juch a Jligma, fucb a mark put upon htm 
“ by his fuperiors, he could (though during his 
“ fhort government he had acquired a handfome 
“ fortune) fubmit to ferve in the feventh place, 
w af er having been in the firft.” 

The laft quotation we lhall trouble you with 
from diis anonymous author, is where he makes a 
blunde ing abufive apology, for all the abuics he 
has fo lavifhly bellowed, almoft throughout pages 
37 to 41, exclufive of thofe parts we have already 
noticed. 

Page 40 exhibits as follows, “ I Ihould not 
w have dwelt fo particularly, on thefe fremingly 
46 trifling incidents, nor Ihould I have delcended 
“ fo low as to touch individuals, had I not found 
45 it abfolutely necefiary towards drawing one 
“ material inference , which is, that this fcheme of 
“ Nabob-changing borrows no luftre from the 

(t cha* 
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M character of it’s original projettor.” Quere, 
Who docs this pamphleteer mean by the term origi¬ 
nal /» cjeilor ? It cannot be the gentleman we are 
delending, for he has molt fully proved he never 
piojefted any fcheme of the kind : therefoie this 
intended abufe, can only touch the piojettors of 
the revolution of 1757, as they only were the 
original Ichemers of Nabob.changing. He pleads 
abfblute neccjfity for drawing one material inference, 
which is no intelligible inference at all, and only 
proves his ungovernable appetite to Hander, but 
unluckily miftakes the ob|edt. 

Leaving the continued indecent ftiain of this 
author to revert on himfclf, we fliall confine our- 
felves to thofe charges againft Mr. Hoi well, winch, 
with Corinthian front, the author makes to bear 
the femblance of fafts : Thefe are, 

Firft, (Page 37.) that “ Mr. Holwell was par- 
“ ticularly inftiumental in bringing down the Sou 
M RajaDowla; and the caule of the firft revolu- 
“ tion, &c. 

“ 2dly, That his fertile genius in expedients 
ifi for railing money, unclogged with any checks 
“ or pun&ilios of honour, or honefty, (for this is 
“ plainly implied, though not lo plainly exprefled) 
e£ had projected and put in practice feveral inferior 
“ manoeuvres.” 

3dly, (Page 39 and 40) Itfeems objected to this 
gentleman as a crime, that he was removed to the 
ftvenib m Council , and the terms following, of 
ib'g:aded rank) ftigma , and mark put upon him by 
your Court of Directors, are all very well framed 
to enforce the opinion, that Mr. Holwell mull 
afluredly have been guilty of fome atrocious breach 
of truft, or other iniquitous conduct m your fer- 
vice, to have deferred being thus removed and thus 
degraded', for Anonymous himfelf, allows him 
abilities and addrefs, therefore he could not have 
. ' been 
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been degraded far want of capacity to condut?*, your 
affairs; the uninformed, though impartial among 
you, will very naturally conclude there mull have 
been fame blemilh, fame crime, fome unialtliiul- 
nefs in this your lcrvant, that diew on him the high 
dtfpleafure oi your Court of Dite&ors, lor they ate 
honourable men, and would not, you may luppofc, 
degrade any qt your faithful fervants without luf- 
ficient and juft reafon, becaufe therein they would 
be guilty of a breach of that trust, with which 
they ore invefted by you. 

Now that this gentleman was fo til treated, is 
fa& j and herein Anonymous for once fpe.iks truth. 
To be removed, degraded, ftigmatizetl, and maikcri 
by our fuperiors, when done with reafon and jul- 
tice, carries its own vindication ; but when done 
from partial and unjuft motives, ilimulated by 
party rage, thefe ftigmas, marks and degradations, 
reflect not on the degraded , but on the degraders, 

1 hus have we inverted the order of our reply, 
and fpoke Jirfi to the lafi charge, we {hall perfill 
in our method, and fpeak next to the lecond, which 
is plainly levelled at this Gentleman’s conduct m 
your Zemmdairy, (or Court of Cutcheriy at Fort 
William, Bengal) which has been * afpei led, par¬ 
ticularly in the year 1758, and never fufficicntly 
cleared up. In order to this, it becomes necefiary 
to give you a Ihort account how it came to pals, 
that this Gentleman was appointed to this poll ol* 
Zcmindai, and likewife to explain to you the na- 
tuie of die poll iifelf. 

Your Court ot Dueftors, about the year 1748, 
coming to the knowledge ol luiulry abufes and dc- 
piedations, made in your annual icvenues of the 
Zemmdary at Bengal, by one Govindram Metre, 
(who had been for twenty-eight years the ftandmg 
Black Deputy in that office, whiltl the head of it 
was continually fluctuating and changing) and be* 
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ing alia totally ftrangers to the nature of the office; 
a leading Director of your then Court, having mor® 
curiofity concerning this branch of your affairs 
than the reft, wrote in ftrenuous terms to a Gen¬ 
tleman of high lank in your feivice there: this 
Gentleman having never pad- through the office, 
could not give the farisfa&ion required , but know¬ 
ing that Mr. Holwcll was on Ins departure for 
England, with whom he was upon the Ihi&eft 
footing of friendfhip, lie Communicated to him the 
letter he had received from his pan on at home3 
and being fenfible that Mr. Hoi well by his know¬ 
ledge in the language, (and having been many 
years a member of, and two years at the head of 
your Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, where frequently 
fuits were commenced and brought to iffue between 
the natives) had acquiied a deeper infighc into 
the nature and frauds of this office, than any other 
perfon in the lettlementicquefted his perm iffion, 
10 refer his fiiend and patron to him for infoima- 
rion, on his arrival in England, which was readily 
alien ted to. 

In the courfe of the voyage, Mr. Holwell threw 
into l'ome form, the many materials he had by him 
refpe< 5 tmg this office, and on his arrival communi¬ 
cated them to the Direftor before mentioned, anil 
to another Gentleman, your Chairman, without 
any view, but that of benefiting the Company, as 
he then, and for many months after, had no 
intention of ever feeing India again but finding 
fas many others who return from India with imall 
fortunes do) that money does not go fo far in Eng¬ 
land as he fondly imagined, he thought it neceffary 
to return and increale his capital, then lying at 
inceicft only, in your calh at tort William. 

Thus determined, he applied to the leading Gen¬ 
tlemen m your direfbion to be fenc out in your fer* 
viccj his application met with lucccfc, and he was 

m 
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in January 1 7-12 appointed to the poll of Zemindar, 
and twelfth in council at FoitAVillum, not to be 
removed from that poll without exprefs oidcrs from 
home, nor to rife higher in your Council. 1 'hdc 
two reftn&ions, peculiar to this gentleman, weie 
adopted ac his own mere motio i and requeft, for 
the following reafons *, fird, as he was fenfible no 
reform could poflibly be made in the office, whilft 
the head of it was fludluating by rotation as here¬ 
tofore, by which cutlom it lomctimes happened 
that theic were two or three Zemindars within the 
fpace of one year; by this ill-judged meafuie, they 
were unavoidably kept in the daik as to the real 
date and natuie of this office, and a power in per¬ 
petuity devolved to the Handing deputy, who was 
always fhled the Black Zemindar: and fuch was 
the tyranny of this man, and fuch the dread con¬ 
ceived of him in the minds of the natives, that no 
one durfi: complain or give information againlt him, 
howfoever opprelfed ; and this confideration made 
it necelfary tor Mr. Holwell to infill on this per¬ 
forms being difmilfed that fervice the moment he 
arrived in Bengal, which was accordingly com¬ 
plied with, and ordeis fent out to commence a pro¬ 
jection againft him. To give you an idea of this 
profecution, and the infinite labour it occafioncd 
Mr. t Holwell, we Iball in its place inlert three of 
his letters to the Board of Calcutta on the fubjedl. 

It was thought a feat at the Board of Calcutta 
was necelfary to give a proper weight to this officer, 
in the reform he had propofed making; he dc fired 
his rank might be fixed youngell in Council, as 
thereby he did not carry out with him the odium 
of fuperfeding any Gentleman in your fervice. 

When this Gentleman was ftnt out your cove¬ 
nanted fen, ant, under the patronage of William 
Baker, Kiq; (now Sir William) and William Mab- 

boc, 



[ i77 ] 

bot, Efq; your Court of DiredLors confiftej of the 
following Gentlemen, viz. 

Roger Drake, Efq; John Hope, Ffq; 

Chairman Mich. Impey, Efq; 

William B.'ker, IXq, Stephen Law, Efq; 

Deputy Nich. Linwood, Efq; 

William M.ibbot, Efq-, Nathaniel Newnham,jun, 
William BuUnd, Klq; Ffq. 

Cliuf Bin row, Efq-, John Puync, Efq ; 

Charles Cults*, Efq; Hemy Plant, Klq, 

Peter Ducane, Elq; Jones Raymond, Efq; 

Sam. Feake, Efq; William Rider, Efq, 

Abel Fonncreau, Efq; Thomas Rous, Efq, 

Peter Godfrey, Efq-, Timothy Tullie, Efq; 

Chailes Gough, Elq; William Willie, Efq; 

Here it becomes needful to add a Ihort explana¬ 
tion of the nature of this officer’s duty, in quality 
of Zemindar. 

The Zemindar in a double capacity, di- 
ftindl, and mdependant of each other, (with veiy 
few exceptions) the one as Supenntendant and Col¬ 
lector of your revenues, the othei, as Judge of the 
Court of Cutcherry, a tribunal confhtuted for the 
hearing* trying, and determining all matters and 
things, both civil and criminal, wheiein the na¬ 
tives only, fubjeCts of the Mogul, are concerned. 
He tried in a fummary way, had the power of the 
lafh, fine, and impnfonment; he determined all 
matters of memn and iuunt\ and in all criminal 
cafes, proceeded to fentence and puniffiment imme¬ 
diately after hearing, except wheic the cnme (as 
murder) requires the laffi to be mfli&ed until 
death, in which cafe he fufpends execution of the 
fentence, until the fa< 5 t and evidence are laid befoie 
the Prefident, and his confirmation of the fentence 
R obtained. He has alfo the power to condemn 
thieves, and other cuipnis, to woik in chains upon 

In the 
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the roads, during any determinate fpace ot time, 
or lor life. In all caules of propei ty, an appeal 
lay to the Proficient and Council againlt lus de¬ 
crees. 

Such was the power annexed to this office, when 
this Gentleman was appointed the head of it, and 
luch had it been for a long term of years preceding 
that period j a power by much too gieat for 
any one man to be intrufted with. Therefore in 
the year 1758, at the recommendation of Mr. Hol- 
well, a ftop was put to it by the Court of Diredors, 
who appointed three Judges of this Court, Mem¬ 
bers of the Board, in monthly rotation. Before 
this Gentleman took charge of this important po(b, 
there never had been any regiftei of caufes or de- 
ciees kept in Engliffi j but fiom that time, a remi¬ 
tter of the proceedings was monthly laid before the 
Board at Calcutta, for their infpedion, and an¬ 
nually tranfmitted to your Court of Diredors. 
Here permit us to remark, that though this Gen¬ 
tleman was, for the fpace of four years, (that is, 
from the beginning of July 175a, to the capture 
of your fcttlemcnt) foie Judge of this Court, not a 
fingle complaint was ever picfericd againft him in 
his judicial capacity in cuminal caules, and but one 
appeal from his judgments and decrees m matters of 
property, and oj that , only the half reverted, and 
the reft confirmed. But the condud and merit of 
this Gentleman, in this, as well as the other 
blanches of this laborious office, you ffiall not 
take upon tiufl fiom us his fi tends, who may be 
deemed partial, but lb ill, in good time, have them 
Irom itionger vouchers, and lupenor judges. 

We pioceed next to the three letters before- 
mentioned, touching the profecution of Govindram 
Metre, and then to convey an idea to you of the 
duty of the Zemindar, relative to the revenues i 
and this we ball do m this gentleman’s own words, 

without 
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without any abridgment, in a work which he entitled 
A St A'ri, or the Revenues, tianfinitted to your 
Court of Directors in n letter to the board of Calcutta. 
The work is long, and to finne may appear unin¬ 
telligible and tedious, but to others interefting and 
rui lous j howlbcvci this may be, our plan ot de¬ 
fence calls foi it, in ptoof of Mr. Hoi well’s 
talents, and lus indefatigable and unwearied ex- 
eition of thole talents m your lei vice. 

U'o the Honcutuhk Roger Drake, Ffy, Frefidmt 
and (></ &c. Council. 

Fort JFtlham , Aug. 13, 1752. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

T H E 20th ult. I thought it neceflary to move 
you that Govindram Metre Ibould give fecn- 
rity to die Board foi his appeal ance, on account of 
iome frauds I had traced, regarding the Company’s 
Revenues under his management; and though the 
Ibort time I have been in the office, and my necef- 
fary attendance to the current bufmefs of it, will 
not at preienc Efficiently enable me to digeft all die 
informations diat have reached me, wherein 1 
think the Company have been heavily injured 
during the twenty-eight years of this man’s admim- 
ftration •, yet, as far as I am able, my duty tells 
me I ought to lay before you, without lofs of time; 
the more fo, as I am well informed, he is diftri- 
buting and fccreting his ill-got wealch in various 
places, and by various methods. 

The farms, and monthly charges Jemmidaary 
have firft drawn my attention, as they are firft in 
confequence to the Honourable Company : my 
remarkson the duties on exportation of rice, etlach, 
lines, ike. I mud referve ior a lubfequent addrels *, 
but as Govindram Metre may have the fubterfuge to 
plead, of all accounts nf the revenues being palled 
N % under 
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under the hands of the Zemindars, and left hi? 
glanng frauds Jhould feem tacitly to cenfurc the 
negledt of thofe gentlemen, I beg your Honour, 
&c.’s leave, previoufly to obviate that, both by 
faying, that the accounts, frauds as well as errois, 
are excepted ; and that whilft the poft of Zemin- 
daiy was tranfitory and fluctuating, and this man 
inveft'ed with power, a retrofpettion into the ftatc 
of the Company’s revenues with any' material 
fucccfs, would have been morally impoflible, as 
‘not one of the natives, from the higheft to the 
lowelt, durft with impunity have given the leaft 
umbrage to him, and it is they only that could 
have explored the daik and intricate mazes, in 
which he has lb long concealed himfelf nom the 
‘eyes and ftioke of juftict. 

Two of the principal farms, viz. the Rice Farm, 
and Bnzar Calcutta, commonly called the (bcvi 
l'i» 7 .ir, I nuift likewife referve for the fuhjcTl of 
another letter, and proceed now to the othct% 
whole annual Pottahs, or giants, bear date the 
iirfi. of November, and here I mult begin with 
con felling to your Honour, ail enor of my 
own. 1 always imagined the farms were fold at 
public out.iy, or am 1 iion, in the Cutchcirv, in the 
prelence of the Zemindar, and think t told as 
much to fome of our Honourable mailers, as be¬ 
lieving it lmpnfTible tube otherwife ■, but am lorry 
to fa> no fuch cflential and ncceflary method has 
been piaihfed fur their ten jears j a ciicumllance I 
jlnuld not men non here, did not what follows 
make it abfulutily needfiry : lor, on the contrary, 
Cruvindfam Metre’s houle, I find, has, for that 
lpace, been the place where the prices have been 
to each farm, not by audlion to the higheft 
biddei, bur privately ,u the prices he chofe to take 
the belt ol them lumfelf at, under lidtitious 
names ■, that is, thufe that v/oukl yield the belt and 

molt 
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moft certain profit * and difpoftd of the orhci - 
that wcte more precai ious, to lus friends and 
dependants. theft prices he icpoits Lo the Zenun- 
d.u for his confirmation, and the icver.il Pottahs 
«ire 01 dcicd to be diawn out accoidingly. Of the 
farms which he ha>> nfully taken to himfelf under 
iuHmous names, 1 fhall now fpeik only to the 
following, viz. 

In the name of his fer- 
vant Perethram Huz- 
zurah. 

ftaug Buzar Haut and Buzar Allthefe in the 
Charles Cuzar and Haut name of Nil- 

Haut Cola Buzar I mony Gofe, 

Douba Parrali j his Bi other 

Suttanutty’s Dour Beckry and j SookdcbMe- 
Koora Pocha J tre's grand fon. 

It may be dbjcflcd m his favour, that theie 
might be lufs on theft farms as well as gam ; buc 
this objection will avail him little, when I make it 
appear to your Honour, &c. that he fecures his 
gum as foon as, or rather before, betakes them to 
himfelf, by farming them out again to third perfons * 
lb that the cafe Hands exactly thus:—This man has 
an abfolute truft and confidence repofed in him, 
in the difpofal of the Company’s laims, the belt 
of which he farms at an under rate to himfelf, in 
a fictitious name, and at the fame time iarms them 
out again at an immediate gam j a fraud 'than 
which I know not a greater. Your Honour, &c. 
muft be fenfible how difficult it mutt be, to invefh- 
gate a feiies of accounts and tranfadhons for twenty- 
eight years pa£t j the forming vouchers for which, 
have, without conti oul, remained lolely in the 
power of this man; and whatever Evidence might 
have been againft him, as to former times, does 
jpolfibly now nor exifl :; therefore the uimofl. that 
N 3 can 


Soota Nutty IIaa.it, and 
fiiiba Bazar 
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can be done in this cafe, is to fix him in fiauds 
as near as I can to the prelent time ; mid equitably 
to letommend to your Honour, &c. on behalf of 
our Honourable Malleis, ajudgmeni on the whole 
of his conduft, from the few fpeciniens I am now 
going to lay, in as clear a light as poflible, befoic 
you: and fit ft, I fhall prove his having taken the 
ieveral farms above-mentioned to himfelf at an 
under rate, in the years 1749, 17*70, and 1751, 
and farm’d them out again at an immediate advance, 
Soota Nutty Haut and Suba Buzar being farm’d 
out in the dilTeient articles to different people. 
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1 'iom the foregoing ftatement, your Honour, 
Sec. may feadily judge, how immenfely the Com¬ 
pany have been injured in the whole of their re¬ 
venues during this man’s long adminiftration, but 
if we flhould fuppofe he has only made this ad¬ 
vantage duung the ten years laft paft, that the 
farms have been in a manner abandoned to his 
conduct, we Hull, by parity of reafon, find die 
Company defrauded, in that fpace, of no lefs than 
the punctual lum of Rupees 32813 15 6 in thefe 
farms only *, but this favourable conclufion he has 
110 light to expert, as I think I lhall be able to 
demonftrate, there is not any one branch of the 
Revenues wherein he has not been confident in 
deli auding, to the utmoft extent of his power. 

Before I quit this fubje£t, I think it needful to 
infoinn your Honour, &c. that Govindram Metre 
has, this yeai, by Ins own authonty, levied a tax 
from the faimeis of z \ per cent, on the amount 
of their feverai faims (over and above the 10 per 
cent, ulually taken from them, as the allowed per- 
tpnfite of the Zemindar) which he has converted 
to Ins own ule. 

The monthly charges Zcmindary, is the next 
article I lhall at prdent fubmit to your Honour, 
&c/s coijfideracion and ccnfure, under thiee divi- 
fions, viz. iervanrs in monthly pay, charges making 
and repairing Cuccheriies and Chowkey houfes, 
and charges. 

In regal d to the fervants in die Cutcherry, I find 
the Company has been, time out of mind, de¬ 
li auded by Govindram Metre,^ in die monthly fum 
of 166 Rupees, exclufive of his monthly allow¬ 
ance of nz 8, the particulars of which are, viz. 


N4 


27 Pike^ 
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27 Pikes, 17 always employed in InO 
own ftrvice, 3 whole pay he has al- { 
ways received, and 7 his menial ier- }> 
vants under this denomination , 27 at 
2 Rupees per menfem — J 

19 Buckfernas, 14 nominal only, and 5 
at his town of Kitten-Poor j lor theft; C 
he receives monthly — — S 

Boncheram receives no wages, yet charged at 8 
Kitten Gofe, P ogu Metre’s Cotta iervant 5 
Ramchuind Tagoor, another leivant of 1 
Rogu Metre — — i 3 

Barnaia Scatdut, Metre’s Maulda Gomaftah 5 
Tillucltram, under the name of Bicdjul 
Mahone — — — I 

6 Gwalleis — — 

Munkindram Mundell, at Metre’s Got-1 
tabarry — —. j 

Nvinderam Gofe, a gratuity 


10 

12 

3 

7 


Rupees per menfem 


166 


In this particular your Honour, See. obferves 
the Company has been defrauded of Rupees 1992 
per annum ; and as we cannot rcafonably imagine, 
he was lefs Scrupulous when he was more indigent, 
fo I think it will not be deemed unjutt to charge 
him with this fraud for 28 years laft patt j and then 
it will appear, we have here another mamfeft 
claim on him, on behalf of our Honourable 
Matters, for the principal fum of Rupees 55776, 

I am next to reprelent to your Honour, &c. 
that I have extracted from the monthly charges 
Remind ary, the expences account, making and re¬ 
pairing the feveral Cutcherries and Chowkey houfes, 
fiom February 1747, to March 17525 and find in 
that fpace no lefs a fum to that account, than 

Rupees 
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Rupees 9018 8 ; a charge moll infamous, and 
felt-evident to every member of this Board, when 
I further inform your Honour, &c. that 5184 8 
of this fum is under the head of repamng the great 
Cutcherry, on which atythehas not been expended 
in that time, as I will prove, if needful, from a 
thoufand witnefies; and the fame as to the other 
ftraw houlcs, under the denomination of Cutcheny 
and Chowkey houfes ■, but as I would rathei leflen 
than exaggerate eveiy charge again!! him, I will 
liippofe the Company defrauded in this peiiod of 
five years 7000 Rupees only, which, during his 
adminiftration, will amount to the principal fum of 
Rupees 395200. 

The charges in repairing the roads, drains and 
bridges, within the fame peiiod of time, I find 
i welled to the enormous fum of Rupees 7884 15 95 
out of which there ftands to the account of repair* 
ingthe Dumdum and Barrafut roads, Rupees 2819; 
ol which, 1036 7 are appropnated to the years 
1750 and 1751. Now, to give youi Honour, Sec. 
a fpecimcn of his frauds m this part of the monthly 
charge, I will obferve, that the Company is debted 
by him in October 1751, Rupees 520 4, for the 
repairs of the Dumdum and Barafuc roads; where¬ 
as, by the accounts I have laid before me, it ap¬ 
pears there were really no more expended on thefe 
roads in the years 1750 and 1751, than 342 cound, 
6 pund and 10 gundas of Cowries; and thefe col¬ 
lected from the neighbouring riots or tenants, 
which has always been praftifed towards lepairmg 
the out-roads of the town (though where a Rupee 
has been collected, not more than fix Annacs have 
been expended) and the Company befides conftantly 
charged for this article at an immenfe rate ; a double 
fraud, that merits the higheft cenfure and punifh- 
menc. From the confideration of thefe particulars, 
it is manifeft the Company has yearly been defrauded 



of almoft the whole that has been charged on tins 
account, a final! expence on building aiul repairing 
two or thiee bridges excepted* which, with the 
utinoll indulgence to Govindram Metre, emnoe 
reduce the fiaud within the five yrais above 
fpccified, to lefs than 6000 Rupees and, on die 
whole of his adminiftration, to the principal fum 
of 33600 Rupees. 

llaft year I obfei ve a charge continued for ten 
months, at the rate of qa Rupees per 
on account of looking after Cutmah’s houils: the 
ponfways and guard employed lor this femce, 
were the monthly fervants of die Company* and 
yet the Company is not only by Metre debted on 
this account, but I am very credibly informed, ln j 
likewife levied the fame from the Cutmahs. [ 
mention this article chiefly with a view of demon- 
ftrating to your honour, &:c. that every intervening 
bye-path to knavery, has been as regularly ti.i- 
veifed and infefted by him as the high road of ini¬ 
quity, in which he has fo long and unmolcftcd 
raifed contributions from the Company, as well as 
from every one of the inhabitants that have unluckily 
fallen within his gripe, or that of his fon Rogu 
Metre. Inftances 01 this laft nature are fo many, 
that by what I have already heard, I fear if I had 
as many ears as Argus had eyes, they would 
much too infufficient to receive them ; but tlioic, 
with the proofs I am pofTefied of, touching his 
connections with the common murderers and rob¬ 
bers of the town, I miift referve for a volume by 
themfelves, and clofe tins prelent remonftranct 
againft him with recapitulating and throwing inu 
pne total the foiegoing principal iums, for which 
I am of opinion, the Company has an imsmdiatc 
and fpecific claim on him, with intereft that may 
be due thereon * juft premifing, iliat as wages arc 
or at lcaft ought to be, deemed the reward ot fervid 
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and falthfulnefs j and as this man, in the place of 
promoting the fervice of the Company, has, in 
breach of his truft and duty, injured their affairs 
by every wicked pra&ice in his power, fo I dunk 
he has very juftly forfeited whatever wages he has 
received, and therefore fubmit it to your Honour, 
&c. whether he fhould not be mulcted in a film 
equal thereto; and as I cannot doubt but I {hall 
meet your concurrence in fo equitable a charge, I 
will add it to tile others, viz. 


9 years, at 30 Rupees per inenfem 3240 

12 ditto, at 50 — — 7zoo 

GOVINDRAM METRE Dr. 

To fraud* on the farms held himfelf - 32813 15 

To ditto in the monthly charge of fervants 5577° o 
To ditto account charges repairing the Cut- 

cherrys - 39200 o 

To ditto account charges repairing the 

Roads, &c. - - 33600 o 

To ditto account the guaid on Cotraah’s houfe 320 o 


6 

o 

o 

o 

o 


To the mulft of his wages 


161709 15 6 


I beg leave to reprefent to your Honour, &c. 
that when the intereft which is ftri&ly due to the 
Company, is calculated on the firft total, it be¬ 
comes a fum of no fmall importance and therefore 
I humbly infift, on the behalf of our Honourable 
Mailers, that Govindram Metre be immediately 
committed to clofe confinement, until the fame is 
difeharged ; and that a fufHcient military guard be, 
without lofs of time, placed on his fevcial .houfes; 
and that his fon Rogu Metre be obliged to give 
good fccurity for his appearance. 

Onenteiing my office, I found it heavily bur* 
thened with finecurcs, perquifites, and unneceffary 
fervants, which I have the plcafure to inform your 
JJonour, &c. Hand reduced for this month of 

Auguft, 
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Auguft, to the amount of 550 Rupees, amonnJl 
which the charge ofPykes was a veiy ncedleis and 
:onfuierable one *, foi of the 14^ letained in the 
lei vice, I found 64, (cxdulive of Meue\s 27) 
Rationed as a nightly guard to the fevcrjl inhabi¬ 
tants houfes; as I law no propriety in the Com¬ 
pany’s bearing this expence (trifling to each indi¬ 
vidual, but a heavy one to them) I thought it rca- 
fonable to retiench that amongft the reft, having 
Hill retained the Plead Pyke, his j 1 Niabs or de¬ 
puties, and 35 Pykes only, as needful for the lei- 
vice; the Head Pyke dill remaining, as dual, 
lecurity for any night guard he fends, at the 
requed of the inhabitants; and further than this, 
they are of no ufe towards the guarding or lafety 
of the town; for, on dridt review and muilcr of 
the whole body, I could not pick out mole than 
30 that were named Pykes, or had any pretenfion 
to that title, further than as they (occafionally to 
pals mufter) were loaded with their ufual arms, 
I am, mod refpedfcfully. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant. 

Sa the Honourable Roger Drake, Efq. Vrefident 
and Governor , &c. Conned. 

Fort William? Aug. 17, 1752. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

A S it appears to me beyond a doubt, that Go- 
vindram Metre will not only make every 
delay in his power, in giving in his anfwcr to the 
charge contained in my letter, addreffed to your 
Honour, &c, under date the 13th indant, but will 
by every art and means, endeavour to take off the 
evidence againd him , I think it extremely necef- 
dry now to lay before yon the nature of the proofs 

I have 
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I have to fupport the charge exhibited again ft him s 
•which I requeft may now be examined before the 
Board, or a Committee appointed, without lofs of 
time, for that purpofe; of which (a 9 this affair is 
of no fmall conlequence to the Company) I beg 
leave to move that the Prefident may be one. 

In regard, fiift, to the farms taken to hitnfelf, 
and farmed out at an immediate advance, the par¬ 
ticular, as laid before your Honour, &c. I think 
he will not conteft or deny; but if he fhould, I 
have the feveral accounts thereof ready to be laid 
before you. 

Touching the overchaige of fervants in monthly 
pay, I need only refer yotir Honour, &c. to the 
Buxcy’s roll of the Pykes and Buckferrias, and 
to the Cutchcrry Podar, or Shroff, who is at 
hand with their feveral accounts. 

The oveicharge account repaningthe Cutcherrys 
is fo iclf-cvident, that I need only ltfer youi Ho¬ 
nour, &c, to youi own judgments, but moie par¬ 
ticularly to the gentlemen who have picceded me 
in the office. 

In icgard to the double fraud and exorbitant 
chaige of repairing the roads, I have ready to lay 
before this Board the Banian’s books, employed 
on this fervice, and the Head Peon attending him. 

Touching the article of Cotmah’s guard, I have 
now this further circumflance to add, that in place 
of 320 Rupees charged the Company, and col-- 
lefLed from the Cotmahs, I am well infoimcd, he 
cxaElcd from them on this account, O&obcr 26, 
C. Rs 654. viz, 

On account Bolly and Perich Cotmah 327 o 

On account Duloll Cotmah - 163 8 

O11 account Ponchu Cotma - 163 8 

C. Rs. £54 o 

For 
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For proof of this aiticle, your Honoui, &c. will 
be pleafcd to order the Cocmahs to appear befoic 
you, and declare, on their oaths, if this fact is or 
is not as I have repreiented ir. 

On the whole of thefe five articles, I can fcarcely 
think he will be hardy enough to deny or contelt 
any of them, as they each of them almofl prove 
themfeives •, however, if he ihould, the proofs, I 
may fay, are now in a manner in the hands of your 
Honour, &c. and you will tJoubtlefs take fuch re- 
folutions tlieiein, as will equitably conduce to die 
intcreft of our Honourable Mafleis. 

It is fome concern to me, that I fliould have fo 
far differed in judgment from fo great a majority 
of this Boaid, when I thought the charge exhi¬ 
bited againft Govindram Metre was felt-evident 
enough to enforce the necelfity of his confinement; 
but though my remonftrance had not weight fuf- 
ficient, either to procure that, or even a guaidfor 
the fecunty of his effects, yet that muft not fiucken 
my endeavours in fearch of the Company’s rights; 
as I will (till hope I Ihall not always be fo unlucky, 
ox fofar miftaken in my judgment as to want the 
approbation and concuircnce of your Honour, 
&:c. in what I lliall lay before you. 

On taking chaige of niy office, I found the 
laft monthly account of revenues dthvcicd into 
council, was the ‘"month of March on which 1 
thought it expedient to haflcn the accounts ot 
April, May, and June, as much as poffible, but 
iound the delays in Metre without end; when 
fending for him into i!m* public Cutcheiry, ami 
afking him the realun of rheie delays, his anfwer 
vat, That it was occafioned by fome articles that 
he had letolleded, which ought to have been 
brought to the credit of the Company fooner, an 
account of which he then gave me, to the amount 
of C. Rs. r iBo(j ;» 9, telling me wanted to bting 

them 
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them to credit in the account of revenues for 
April j to which I objefted, that as he was fenli* 
bk I had traced thofe very frauds, and that fome 
of them were five years ftanding, I could not 
admit of more being brought to credit in April, 
than were really the tran ladhons of the preceding 
year, which I likewife repreiented to Mr. Manning- 
ham, and met with his appioval; accordingly, m 
the accounts revenues for April, laid befoie your 
Honour, &c. the 13th inllant, Rupees 842 8 of 
the above fum are brought to ciedit, fo that ac- 
coiding to his account delivered me, there remains 
a ballance due to the Company of C. Rs. 1966 11 
9, account fiauds confeffed, in the feveral articles 
ol duty on Rice Salhfnamtnah, (or arbitration 
bonds) Ruffey Sallamy, (or meafunng contefted 
grounds) Gur Huzreys (orfeivants wages forfeited) 
and Mooriannoes, from Apiil 1747, during the 
i’cvcral Zcmindanes of Mcflrs. Kempe, [fyles, Crut- 
tenden, and W acts -, I juftly call theie frauds con- 
fdfed, nol only as he knew I had traced them, 
but becaufe I have this convincing argument to 
alledgc, they nevei would have been brought to 
credit, but as a confequence of the fcrutiny I had 
begun to make into his conduCl, foi he had as 
early as the 29th of June, adjufted the accoum 
revenues for the month of April, and elofed the 
credit fide of the account ■, and the whole was 
wrote fair, and wanted only balancing and figning, 
and not one of thefc recollected ai ticks brought to 
credit. But as almoft e\ery hour comes fieighted 
with his fiauds, it is my duty to lay them belore 
your 1 Ionoui, See. as diey occur. 

L'nterain Dut flood, dining Mr. Forftefs go- 
* vcumicnt, a penfioner on the Cutcheiry books, at 
20 Rupees pa* menfem, which he received till Mr. 
Kyles ilruck him off. In the beginning of Mr. 
HooperZemindary he was again reftored, and 

received 
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received one month's allowance ; but fincc that 
ic has been ieceivcd by Metre or Rogu Me tie, 
on pretence of a balance due fiom Untcrani 
to the latter, 24. months at 20 Rupees, which is 
460: foi pi oof ot which the Cutcheiry Podai, 
and Unreram aie in waiting. 

The 15th, Gofebcg Jemmautdaar complained 
to me, that he had not received a Cowrie of the 
wages due to him and ten Peons, that were placed 
as a guard at Govindpoor Gunge in Mauh lail, 
to look after the rice. Recollecting a charge of 
this kind, I turned to that month’s account reve¬ 
nues, and found the Company debred for Rs. 232 
10 for this fervice, account 20 Buckfeirias and 
two Ponloys, whereas theie were in truth only tin: 
Peons above mentioned, and jo of the Company’s 
Buckferiias from the different Chowkeys on boaul 
the Ponfways, and the expence of the Pnnfwcys T 
find was paid by Moideb Huzzarah; and though 
-the charge is continued t6 the Company for two 
months and four days, yet they were actually no 
longer on this fervicc than one month and levcn 
days,—as Gofebeg, Sowanny, Ponfwaar, and Lall- 
mun Mangu are now m waiting to prove. 

By complaint from Nour Cawn, I lind, that in 
a long family diipute between him and his brother 
Haflein Cawn’s widow, the amount of 2107 C. 
Rs. has been collected from them both, zuo bicca 
Rupees of which were, received by Menu on ac¬ 
count of duty on raw filk, and the reft in fines, 
neither of which has been brought to the Com¬ 
pany’s credit. The particular of this infamous 
affair are too prolix to emimeiate to your Honour, 
&c. at prefent, therefore fhall only icquctl he may 
be inteirogated as to the faft, 

k The next ai tide I have to fubmit to your Ho¬ 
nours, &c, judgment, is of a molt flagitious na¬ 
ture, and at the fame time will prove as well Ins 
perfidioufnefs to the Company, as his conned ion 

wuh 
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with the common robbers, and murderers,,that have 
fo many years infefled the iettlemeni: I may too 
jullly lay under his wing and piotcChon, to tlic 
idttuigftain I fear of our name and government: 
About the latter end of Aptil 1750, the Head 
Pyke informed Govmdrairt Metre, that he had 
taken a notorious Decoyt, named Diaram, (com¬ 
monly called Dia) in the lioufe of one Moideb 
Cuflany, who was likewife known to be connected 
with thefe Decoyts. To give your Honour, &c. 
the lefult of this affaii in as few words as pofTible, 
the Head Pyke was oidered by Metre, to fell 
Mouleb’s houfe and effcdls, which was accordingly 
done the firft of May, the former for 300 Rupees, 
and the latter for two, and the amount C. Rs 500 
paid by the Head Pyke by Metre’s order to Diaram 
Gole, his relation, and head writer in the Cut- 
cherry, and the murderer ordeied to be relealcd. 
The pioot of thefe fadds are now in writing, and 
inoic inidances of this nacute, I have ready to pio- 
ducc againft him, when your Honour, &c. has 
more lei lure than you have at piefcnt to receive 
them, or than indeed I have at prefent to enume- 
lace them. 

I have a fingle obfervation to make to your Hew 
nour, &c. on two articles contained in Metre’s 
account frauds confefledj Gurr Huzreys from 
1747 to 1751, m thatfpace he brings to the credit 
of the Company on that account 392 8 Rupees: 
now fi oin the nature of things, this deduction rnuft 
have been always made, more or left, from the 
wages of the Buxcrries, Pykes, &c.—‘But what is 
become of it ? for, with the utmoft diligence, I 
can trace no credit given on account of this article. 

The article Moorianoes, I believe, may need 
fome explanation, as introductory to my obferva- 
tion on it. On every complaint where a Peon is 
ordered, he receives from the delinquent or defen- 
Q dant 
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dant three- punds of Cowries a day, one pund of 
which he keeps to himfclf, one pund 14 gundas 
belongs to the Company under the head of Rtlack, 
•and the remaining fix gundas is daily collected 
apart, out of which the Etlack Modes or writers 
are paid their wages, and the overplus remains to 
the Company *, on account of this article, Metre in 
his account frauds confefled, bungs to credit 370 
Rupees from 1749 to 1751, but as I find no credit 
given fince Auguft and September 1743, on chi', 
account, I mult conclude a faithei fraud in this, 
as well as the lall mentioned aiticle: both which I 
fubmit to your Honour, &c. judgment. 

GOVINDRAM METRE Dr. 

To account Cutmah's guards-3^4 

To account frauds confelfcd-1966 n 9. 

To account Unteram Dutt - 460 

To account the guard at the Rice gunge 232 10 
To account Nour Cawn, and Hof* ? 

lein Cawn’s widow — — *j 2I0 7 

To account Moideb’s houfe and effedts 500 

Piincipal C. Rs. 5600 5 9 

I am, moft rcfpeftfully. 

Honourable Sir and Sir';, 

Your molt obedient humble fervant. 


the Ilcncuralk Roger Drake, Ej\\ P f ef.dcnt 
and Governor, &c. Council. 


Ilonouiablc Sir and Sire, 


Fort William, 

Annuli 37, 1753. 

I Obferve that Goviiuham Metre lias (in two 
letters under date ilie 17th and 2^th inflant) 
put in anfwer to the two full charges I have exhi¬ 
bited againfb lum, on which I beg leave to remark, 
that ii he is thus permitted to anfwer in a long and 
2 * fallacious 
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fallacious narrative, to every Angle charge, I fore- 
ire a icrutmy into his conduct may become a work 
of fome yeais j and will be fuch a heavy tax on my 
time, that the needful, and I may fay hourly at¬ 
tention to my office, will by no means admit of; 
becnule my replying to fuch anfwcrs will be abfo- 
lutely neceffiuy, or our honouiablc matters may be 
impoled on, by the Jpecioufncfs of their appear¬ 
ances and my replies may occafion his rejoinders, 
to the end of the chapter. The charges I lay 
againtt him confitt not in aigument, but fafts, 
which it is only incumbent on him to admit or 
deny. If my informations are wrong, and I fail in 
the proof of them, he will thereby become fuffi- 
ut'iuly vindicated •, theicforc, effe&ualJy to put a 
Hop to this tedious method, I will only give your 
Honour, &c the trouble of this leply, and in fu- 
tme luiely lay befoie the Committee whatever fa£b 
occur to me, lublequent to my picfent mfoimation. 

I admit ins appeal to the Genilemen that have 
filled the Ration of Zemindar, to be ftuftly true j 
and I have h ng known fuch application to them, 
on the fale of the farms, to be his conftant method 
of blinding them, as he well knew none durft give 
them intelligence of their real worth: His impo- 
fitton on your Honour, &c. in this argument, I 
cannot help calling extremely audacious; he fays, 
* he always advifed the Zemindars a month before 
“ the time of fale, of the utmoft price he could get 
ee for the farms.’ 4 —Why, Gentlemen ! the Pot- 
tahs, by which he farmed out on his own account 
the farms now under conGdeiation, and which carry 
an advance (fome of them) of 70, 80, and 100 per 
cent, bear date the fame day with thofe, whereby 
he calls them to himfelf, in a ffittitious nanie, at 
tlut lofs to our honourable employers : can your 
Honour, &c. want a ttronger pioof of matchlefs 
fraud and iniquity than thii ? I think not, I date 
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fav I /hall meet your concurrence in giving it thefe 
juft appellations, He further lays, he gave moie 
for the fix farms in 1749, ^ un Wils R IV 'W the year 
before; this I admit*, and mult rcnuik his ad¬ 
vancing ibmetimes, in a trifling degree, the prices 
of the farms, as another artful means of blinding 
his mailers: but his afiertion, that he gavs more 
for the fix farms the two next years, than he gave 
in 1749* is far from truth j for I have only to 
refer your Honour, &c. to my letter under date 
the 13th inllant, and you will obferve, for three of 
them he gives lefs, nay though he farms two of the 
three on his own account at a higher rate in 1750 
and 1751, than in 1749. As to the deduction of 
the clullutary, or 10 per cent, for the Zeminda;, it 
does not appear to me in any degicc probable, that 
he would negleft levying this fee iiom tliofe to 
whom he rented the farms on his own account; 
which he might do as jnftly as he levied the 2 J per 
cent, the laft year, notwithfianding the reafons by 
which he attempts to palliate that a<5t of power and 
opprefiion. He infinuates my leaving out Haut 
Cola Buzar in my iecond lift with defign, as know¬ 
ing he loft by that Ilnzar ■ that I was not capable 
of lb umvoichy a. defign, is manifell from my men¬ 
tioning it m my fiift fill, and ?dly, boctule I 
know, and willpiove, he ucidicrloiL 01 gained bv 
it in the year 1749 and 1750 ; but that lie gainci 
40 Rupees by if in 1751, when he took II at 177 
.Rupee',, and iaimed it out again to Puipuiam at 
217 Rupees.. He may with equal truth lay, it is 
with defign, in the caudate ol lus wages, where I 
charge him 9696, infteadol ; which is asmani- 
left a miftake, as my leaving out the other Buzar 
in my Iecond lift. “ lie 1 iys, that every Rajah’s 
46 and Zeminddi’s Duan, over the whole king- 
** dom, is indulged with fome farms for his own 
profit, as lie cannot, from his wages, keep up 

” the 
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« the equipage and attendance neceflary fur an 
tc officer in his ftation/’ This is calculated to 
deceive elfewheie, as he muff know your Honour, 
&cc. is better acquainted with the nature of this 
government. We know it is a very ufual thing 
for a Duan, or a Duan’s Niab, to reprefent to 
their principal, that fuch or fuch a farm or portion 
of landptoduces luch an annual piofit, and foli- 
cits that he may hold it himfelf; but it is as well 
known, that if he is detedled in concealing the real 
profits, or holds them dandefhnely in others 
names, or is found guilty of opprelTing or exacting 
from the people more than the eflabliftied duties, 
the lafh, fetieis, impiifonmenr, and confiscation, 
are the immediate conlequence *, one crime fully 
proved againft linn implies the whole, and he is 
treated accoidingly. To inftance one that Metre 
is perfectly acquainted with.—About 15 yeais ago, 
Sahib Ray was Duan to Knticluind Raja , this 
Duan had a Niab, 01 depu'y, named Gopee Sing, 
who was conviflul of holding farms clandefhnely, 
of oppidhng the people, and of peipetrating other 
ciimes now laid to the charge of Govindram Metre: 
his pumfhment was very remarkable j for after 
feverely fuffenng the lafh, chains, imprifonmenr, 
and confifcation, he was fixed in the public high¬ 
way, and an order ifiucd for evciy paffengei to 
lack him on the head, under which nnfciable fitu- 
auon he expued. As Metre’s own confeflion 
fpeaks his having plundered agreeably to the 
maxims ot his own nation, fo he himfelf has 
pointed out, that the laws of his own nation ought 
to be the mcafure of his pumfhment i and I 
sim much deceived, if your Honour, &c. will not 
find in the end, that his cumes are in no fhape 
inferior to thofe of Gopee Sing’s. As to his infi- 
nuations touching equipage and attendance, I know 
But, that from the nature of his employ in 
q ^ this 
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this fettlement, he was intuled to culiei, in the 
fenfe he would imply ; How ami by wlut itumus 
he had accumulated a judicial powet m the place, 
ten times greater than nine-tenths ot lus mallei s, 
is a point I will not diiciils , but ceicain it is, that 
his acquiring any was foreign to his ftation, which 
ftriftly was no more than a head feivant of the Ze¬ 
mindar’s, and a iuperintendant of the wi iters and 
other fervants imployed m the revenues; which 
ftation fome one or other muft fill, without the 
leaft neceffity of his gaining power, name, or equi¬ 
page-, at leaft I will vcntuie to allure your Ho¬ 
nour, &rc. none (hall, whilft I have the honour of 
being at the head of the office. 

Mctic obje&s to my charging him ten years on 
the fix faims, to which I fay, that where a fraud 
of three yeais is proved upon him, I ice no injul- 
tice in concluding, that fraud was extended fur¬ 
ther, when the means were equally in his power, 
though perpetrated, pofiibly, by different methods. 
In this, I am fure, I treat him ftriftly conformable 
to his own laws, which himfclf has pleaded m lus 
favourj but this chaige I will fuither llluftrate to 
your Honour in fimilar inftanccs, where his clan- 
deftinc gains have been much greater than thole 
already laid before you. The Nimmuck Mahal, 
or Salt Farm, was farmed by Narratun Bifwafs, at 
1651 io 6 in the year 1751, under a ltii£L ftipula- 
tion and order of the Zemindary, that he was to 
levy a duty on that article only of 15 \ annacs per 
cent, when his year expired. Metie lent for one 
Ramram Bofe, whom he took into his fervice, and 
placed m the management of that farm, telling 
him, the duty was now to be collefted on the 
Company’s account, with orders to let him know, 
at the end of two or three months, what it pro¬ 
duced : this produce amounting, in the months of 
November, December, and January, to between 

pog 
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900 and tooo Rupees, Metre takes the farm to 
himfelf, in the name of one Conju Bole $ and as 
an inftance of his merit and vigilance, advances to 
the Company 152 4 3 more than it farmed at the 
year before *, this farm has ever lince been in his 
hands, in fi£Iitious names, at a fmall annual ad¬ 
vance and he has, according to my information, 
made m thefe ten or eleven years, a profit of at 
leaft 40,000 Rupees on this farm : the proofs of 
this muft in fome degree reft with your Honour, 
&c. by fti i£Uy 01 dering the Amdanny and Ruff- 
canny accounts, or impoits and exports of that 
article, to be laid before the Committee. When 
this farm wasjlaft year put up to public fale, by 
order of Mr. Burrow, your Honoui, &c. may 
remaik, 11 rofe from 2400 to 4034 Rupees ; a 
ilrong proof of the frauds committed in it. 

The Vermillion Farm produced in 1738, Ru¬ 
pees 412 , in 1739, Metre takes it at 200 ; and it 
has been in his hands clandeftinely, in the names 
ol his ietvants, ever fince, and only raifed to 225, 
His profits on this farm, I am infoimed, duung 
tilde thirteen or tout teen years, amount to Rupees 
30,000 at leaft : the proof of which muft likewiie, 
as in the laft article, reft on your Honour, &c. 
by ordeting him to lay the accounts of both, on 
his oath, before the Committee. 

In the duty on Chinam, timbers, and fale of 
boats, I find, by extrafts Irom the leveral Afiam- 
mees Books, Rupees 960 2 collected by Connu- 
ram Tugoor, from November laft to June inclu- 
iivc, ot which there is only brought to ciedit 
annually about 300 Rupees; fo that there has 
been an annual fraud in it at leaft of 1000 Ru¬ 
pees: and 1 think no body will fay or believe, 
that this lei vane of Metre’s can have fecreied this 
*nmul lum. 

O 4 


After 
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After all, ir might have been imagined, that, 
fmee the Company had been thus detiauded in the 
annual file of their farms thole lams for which 
they were fold (hmvfnrver left than their real value) 
would ai loaft have been brought to their credit*, 
but on the contrary, 1 am lorry to advili your 
Honour, &c. that has not been the cafe ; for hav¬ 
ing oidcred the b ft Mooties I could employ, to 
draw our, by way of account curt i nr, a ftatemenc 
of the yearly amount of the Pouahs and the credits, 
as they Hand m the mon Lilly account ievenues, fiom 
1738 to November 1751, I find no Ids a fum 
than Rupees 71m, not brought to credit i lb that 
it is too fti iddy vei lfied, what I have beloit* alfei ted, 
that theic has been no method undUyed by this 
man, where theie was a poffibility ot his injuung 
the truft jepofed in him. 

I have nothing more to tioublc your Hononi, 
&c. with in reply to hi. anlwcr of the 17th, than to 
aver, he has never been debarred infpedting any book 
whatever in the Cutcheiry, that he might think 
neceflary for his defence j and I have given orders, 
that he may tike any copies from thence he plcal'es. 
His letter of the 24th needs no reply, as the con¬ 
futing it wholly depend', on pi oof > to be laid be¬ 
fore the Committee : for my own pait, I muft 
once more repeat my opinion, that his frauds me 
too obvious to affoid a doubt-, but the moft con¬ 
vincing proof of them will appear in the ineieale 
of the revenues, which points out to me an ex¬ 
pedient for youi Honour, &c.’s deliberation, that 
in my own judgment carries great equity with it, 
and would lave us from a moft tedious talk, which 
muft refuk from a particular enquiry into every 
article of his frauds. 

I believe it can hardly be imagined, that, with 
our utmoft vigilance and attention, we ihaJl be able 
to make io much of the Company's revenues, as 

has 
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has been made of them whilft under his manage¬ 
ment; notwithftanding which, I would propofe, 
that he give good and fufficient fecurity to refund 
two-thirds of the medium of the incieafe on two 
years revenues, commencing from the firft of 
July laft ; and the better to efUmate in what fum 
he fhall be obliged to give fecurity, I will fuppofe 
a medium increafe of 30,000 Rupees, (and lefs, I 
will venture to fay, will not be, and yet the poor 
in many circumftanccs relieved) two-thiids of which 
fhall be deemed the fum the Company has been 
annually defiauded of, whillt the revenues have 
been under his condufb; hence the fecurity will be 
in the fum of 560,000 Rupees. I am afraid your 
Honour, &c. will think me too indulgent to Metre 
in this proportion, as there will be fo confiderable 
a lofs ot interefl: to the Company : however, I will 
lubniit it, as it is, to your detcimmation. Touch¬ 
ing the examination incouncil of AndeiamDut, and 
Kigu I beg to be indulged a few words 

mote, j u*-h to obit*, ve that the contefted accounts 
between them are foreign to my charge; it is enough 
that it is fupported by the confelTion of Rogu Metre, 
and the depofitions of Anderam Dut, and Bulram 
Rodar; fo that I muft (till be of opinion, the Com¬ 
pany have an undoubted claim on Roju Metre for 
the 460 Rupees, as neither he, nor any one elie, inmy 
judgment, can be juftified in making a property of 
the Company to reiroburfe themfclvcs, even fup- 
pofing he had any juft demand on Anderam, which 
I have too much reafon to believe was not the cafe. 
1 lematn, mod rdpe&fully, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant. 

P. S . Since my clofing the above, my Moories 
have bt ought me in their report of the deficiencies 
in the duty on exportation of Rice, by which I 
find the Company defrauded of Rupees 8605 8 6 

from 
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from Anno 173S, to April 1752, including 1175 
15 6 Rupees, which Hand in his account frauds 
confefled. Permit me to remark, that as Metre 
has been hardy enough to embezzle fuch confider- 
able fums on the farms, and on this laffc-mentioned 
article of duty on Rice exported, though both 
under the check, of an Englifh. register, what 
bounds can we fuppofe retrained him during the 
preceding 14 years on the whole of the revenues, 
when he had no check at all upon him: for I can 
trace no Cutcherry accounts prior to 1738. If I 
afk for the accounts of the Gunge before it was 
farmed, I am told they were wafhed away in the 
great ftorm ; and if I enquire for any other accounts 
relative to the revenues, antecedent to the above 
year, I am told the White Ants have deftroyed 
them. I am, (ut fupra.) 

To the Honourable Roger. Drake, Eff, Prefident 
mid Governor of Fort William, &V, Council , 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

1 ft. TN obedience to your commands touching our 
X Honourable Matters letter of the i6ch 
January 1752, I now lay before yon, the refult 
of my enquiries into the feveral particulars relative 
to the office of the Zemindary, and ftate of the 
Company’s revenues j but as a ferutiny of this 
kind is intirely new, and accompanied with very 
few traces to guide me in thefearen, your Honour, 
&c. I hope will not think I have been tardy in 
the execution of your orders. As the talk affigned 
me lias leally been a very heavy, though necefTary 
.one, yet I have had this fatisfadrion attending it, 
that thereby the Company’s revenues will in future 
be put on fuch a footing, that it will be fcarcely 
polfible for further depredations to be made op 
them of any confequence, as not only the board, 
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but every fucceeding Zemindar, may at any time, 
and at one view, acquire a knowledge of every 
branch of the Company’s duties. The accounts 
of which, to the minuted article, are now kept in 
Fnglifh, by which means the Pi dident and Council 
will have it in their power, to be a condant check 
upon the Zemindar, as collector of the revenues, 
and the Zemindar on the fuboidinate lervants of 
the Cutcherry, to whofe management (from the 
fluctuating pod of the Zemindar, his deficiency 
in the language, and the want of fome work of 
this kind) the revenues have in a manner been 
abandoned, though unavoidably fo, from the 
above caufes. 

2d, A reply to the latter part of our Honourable 
Mailers firft paragraph will with more propriety 
come from your Honour, &c however I muft beg 
leave juft to give you my thoughts on the fub- 
jefh, which poflibly may coincide with your own, 
otherwife you will doubtlefs reply to it more fully, 
and correct me where you think I may have eired. 
As to a rehearing of any matter determined in the 
Cutcherry, to a certain value, I fubmit it to your 
Honour, &c. whether an eftablifhcd order or rule 
of Cutcherry to this puipoi t, would not be attended 
with the utmoft inconvenience; for as thefe people 
are beyond doubt the moft litigious people exift- 
ing, it is as certain that no caule to that value 
would ever be decei mined without a rehearing. 
At the fame time, peimit me to obferve, that it is 
liaidly to be imagined a Zemindar would lefufe to 
rehear any caufe, upon proper repiefentations made 
to him ; but our Honourable Matters will be 
convinced, from copy of the judicial proceedings 
tranirnitted them, that the Zemindar who purfues 
the fame method, will need little check on his 
judgments legarding propelty$ for it will there ( 
‘appeal an invariable rule, to have every caufe de- ' 

tei mined 
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tcrmined by arbitrators of the parties own chufing, 
unlels in claims fo obvious as to admit of no con- 
teii, iuch as thole arifing on mortgages, &c. or 
tl'iole of very fmall value, where the parties are lb 
indigent as not to be able to pay the fees on the 
arbitration bonds.- And when the arbitrators 
happen to be equally divided in their judgments, 
the Zemindar interferes no farther than in nomi¬ 
nating an umpire, who (hall be acceptable to both 
parties j but if objected to by either, they each to 
nominate an umpire, and chance to determine j 
but an inftance of this lalt kind has not happened 
fince I have been in the office. Wherever it ap¬ 
pears that the Zemindary embezzles the Company’s 
revenues, opprefies the people, or is guilty of cor¬ 
ruption in his judicial proceedings, our Honour¬ 
able Matters have left it to your Honour, See. the 
redfeffing thefe evils, by futpending him from his 
poft; but an appeal from his judgments I do not 
think the nature of the office will admit of, as they 
are put in execution as foon as pronounced ; but 
if your Honour, &c. think otherwife, X (ball molt 
chearfully fubmit to any orders you (hall tranfmit 
me on that head. Our Honourable Matters, by 
ordering an Englilh regifter of the proceedings and 
fines to be regularly kept, and from time to time 
to be laid before you, and directing the affiftants 
to attend on Cutcherry days, appear to me to have 
been the beft checks on thfe Zemindar that could 
have been devifed v to which permit me to recom¬ 
mend to your Honour, &c. that you ifliie an order 
from the board, that no Zemindar in future pre¬ 
fume to determine any caufe privately at his own 
houfe, but in public Cutcherry, as the contrary 
practice may give a latitude to much iniquity. 

3d. Under your Honour’s, influence and 
orders, the intentions of our Honourable Mafters 
as fee forth in their fecond paragraph, are already 

in 
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in parr put in execution. The farms have been 
fold at public outcry, agreeable to their inltruc- 
tions, and the poor are lelieved by remitting fix 
of the loweft farms, as producing little more to 
the Company than difcredit. The feafon being 
now arrived for me^furing the ground, my utmoS 
care and attention fhall be employed in putting our 
Honourable Mailers orders on that head in execu¬ 
tion. In conformity to your Honour, &c. orders, 

I have made the (Iri&efb fcrutiny into the ievera! 
charges of Banians, writers, and other feryants o\ 
the Cutthetiy, under the denomination of Pike., 
Peons, and Buckfcrries; alfo 1 the charge of CE.v,- 
key Boats; and for the reduction made in th f 
articles, I refer you to the feveral monthly, accci * ^ 
revenues for July, Augufl, September, and (a 1\ - 
ber, ready to be laid before you, as foon as i . 
months of May and June are pafled in count 
liata alfo made the like fcrutiny into the - 
charge of icpaning the roads, drains, 6c.. I 
making and repairing the feveral Cutcherry, ai.d 
Chowitey houfes, the exorbitancy ot which will 
bell appear from the future chaiges in thele par¬ 
ticulars. And to illuftrate the benefit anfing to 
our Honourable Employers from your orders touch¬ 
ing the monthly charges Zcmindaiy, I beg leave 
to inform your Honour, &c. that I have taken 
the medium of the laft thiee years nominal and 
real current charges of this office, as being the 
lowell, and find it amount to Current Rupees 
79818 per annum : the charge of fervants under 
every denomination, and Chowkey Boats, Hands 
for Ottober reduced to 1567 Rupees per menfern, 
(or thereabouts, for it is impofiible to ipecify with¬ 
in five or ten Rupees) or 1S804 Current Rupees 
per annum ; to this I will add the large allowance 
of 1200 Rupees per annum, account repairing the 

roads. 
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roads, &c, and making and lepaiiing the ievml 
Cutehcrries and Chowkey houfes, and other inci* 
dental charges $ which makes the whole annual 
charges Zemindary amount only to 20,004 Ru¬ 
pees, from which I think it cannot vary 200 Ru¬ 
pees. Thus I have the pleafure of demonllrating to 
your Honour, &c. an annual faving of near 10,000 
Rupees^, And if the prefent charge can, in any 
fhape, with propriety, be further reduced, my ut- 
molt endeavours fhall not be wanting. In regard 
to the laft part of this paragraph, and part of the 
third, I have only to oblcrve to your Honour, &c. 
for the information of our Honourable Mailers, 
that the DufTutary, or 10 per cent, on the annual 
iale of the farms, from the beft intelligence I can 
acquire, has been exa&ed from the farmers, (I be¬ 
lieve with the knowledge of the board) by every 
Zemindar (Mr. Jackfon excepted) as an efta- 
blifhed fee or perquifite * but how this cuftomin¬ 
terned, or by what appointment it became efta- 
blifhed, I cannot learn. Be this as it may, it will 
require very few words to demonftrace, the Com* 
pany have fuffered this deduction on their farms 
for thirteen or fourteen years, and that they, and 
not the farmers, have been the lofers. The value 
affixed to each farm has been in Current Rupees; 
but the DuflTutary colledled has been always in 
Madrafs Rupees, (the Gunge excepted) which is 
adding 10 per cent, upon the'DuflTutary. This 
article is now brought to the credit of the Com- 
pany, and points out another gain of Current 
Rupees 6457, as per account fales of the farms 
20th October, already before you. I have only 
to add, that every Cutcherry allowance, fee, and 
perquifite, formerly appropriated to the Zemin¬ 
dar, are now alfo duly brought to the Company’s 
credit. 
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4th, Our Honourable Mafleis 5th paragraph 
remains now only to be fpoke to, wherein we are 
dire&ed to tranfmit them a particular defcription 
of the feveial branches of duty belonging to the 
Zemindary, with the ieveral articles of revenue, 
under the infpedtion of the Zemindui, and explain 
the nature of them. To make this defcription the 
moie intelligible, I think it expedient to divide the 
whole of the Company’s revenues under three heads, 
viz. Ground-rent, Farms, and the feveral duties 
aiifing on articles not farmed, but colledbed daily, 
and anfing from the current tianfadbions of the 
Cutcherry. Touching the firfl: head, I imagine I 
lhall have occafion to addrefs your Honour, &c. 
largely, when I have complcated the meafurement 
of the ground fo that what I lay bcfoie you now 
on this fubjett, I take as ftanding at prefent on the 
Cutcherry books, and would only have it efteemed 
us a ftioit intiodu&ion to that peuod 

The town of Calcutta is divided into four piin- 
cipal diftiidts, under the denominations of Dee Cai¬ 
tiff ta funder which John Nagon is included) Go- 
vmlpoore , Soota Nutty , and Bazar Calcutta *, to 
each of which, and to the great Bazar, are appro- 
pnated a diftinft Cutcheiry, whofe accounts are 
all cranlmitted to, and center in the great Cut¬ 
cherry of Dee Calcutta, Thefe four diftu&s con¬ 
tain 5472£ Bega of ground, (each containing 20 
Cotta) on which the Company icceive ground-rent 
at 3 Sicca Rupees per Bega per annum, fome few 
places excepted, hereafter to be fpecified, which 
pay a lefs lent, Exclufive of the above 5472f 
liega, the Company poffeis 733 Bega, which pay 
no'giound-ient. The diftnbution of ground that 
pays rent, and that whn.li pays none, is as fol¬ 
lows, vi/.. 
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Within the Company’d bounds, there is alfo 
jund pofiMfed by proprietors, independaiit of 
r Government, to the amount, of about 3050 
?a, according to the cxai'lell eftimatu I can at 
■lent make, viz. 

The 
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The diftrid of Simlea - 1000 
Molunga - 800 

Mirzapoor 1000 
Hogulcourea 250 

B. 3030 

Thefe 3050 Bega, calculated agreeably to the fore¬ 
going proportion, will be found to contain 5267 
houfes; which, added to thofe under the Com¬ 
pany’s protection, will make the whole amount of 
houfes 14718. I add them together, becanfe they 
equally contilbnte to the confumption of thofe 
ai tides, on which the Company’s revenues arife. 
The independence of the above four diftiifts aiofe 
fiom the towns originally belonging to different 
proprietors; and when the Phirmaund gave us a 
grant to puichafe thefe towns, with the reftndtron 
of fatisfying the Zemindars, fome of them could 
not be pi evaded upon to alienate theirs: fo that 
in confequence they have remained diftinft and 
independant ever fince. The proprietors of the 
above 14718 houfes, for diftinftion fake, I will 
call Principal Tenants, or Holders of Pottas ; 
who have again their lodgers or under-tenants, 
within the limits of their refpedtive Pottas, in the 
following proportion on an average, agreeably to 
the exa&eft judgment I can make, as well as the 
bed information 1 have acquired, viz. each pnnci- 
pal Polta-holder, who pofi'effes 1 Bega of ground, 
lus five under-tenants who hold ot him; there¬ 
fore, adding the 3050 Bega contained in the four, 
independant towns, to che 5471 Bega, the pro¬ 
perty of the Company, the whole amount of Bega's 
will be 8522 , and this again multiplied by fix, 
will give the number of houfes that are properly iti 
Calcutta, viz. 511325 and this fum again multi¬ 
plied by 8, a very moderate edimate of the inha¬ 
bitants contained in each houfe, it gives the num¬ 
ber of ibuls, in Calcutta, viz. 4O9O56 conlfant in- 
P habitants, 



[ 210 7 

habitants, without leckomng themultiuLk sh.it u ulv 
come in and ietuin, but yet who add to l]i, mn- 
lumptiort of the place. 1 will nouble your i lo- 
noui\ &c. a L pi dent on Lins lubjed, no fairhei 
than juft to leduec the Bega uuo luigliih mediae, 
and point our to our Honourable Mallei s the i \- 
tent of giound they poflcls m this lettlemenc. The 
Bega is m length 126 J feet, which, multiplied 
into itielf, gives 16,002 fqume feet in a 1411.110 
Bega; an acre contains lquaie feet 43.500 : there¬ 
fore a Bega is to an Acre, as 3 07 to iuoo, or as 
11 to 30 the nearell. 

5th, The farms Come next undei conlidei prion ; 
and firft of the Gunge, or Mondy Razai, linutul 
in the dillncb of GovmJpoore. Touching this 
aiticle, I can obtain no accounts prior co the year 
1738, all preceding accounts of it being (as I am 
told) ddlroycd in the great llorm. This iarm hao 
produced to the Company, iincc it was firfl farmed, 
as follows, viz. 

A° 1778 — 6701 Brought foiwaril, Rs. 62641 

1710 — 6,07 1746 — 13201 

17P — yozy 17 f 7 —■ 17002 

17 |i — 665; 17^S* — i'S;o3 

J- J .2 — On,<r 171 <) — 11004 

1 7 J J — 70uu 17^0 — IOIOO 

1744 — {jijuo —- 1 ’u 10 

V 15 " — -- 7 JO 

62641 Cunent R?. i( y()2i The mciHum 

■— ■■ -. - inzUjur 

aim. 

The levcral nuicles on which a duty is collcdlcd 
uL the Gunge, aie, Rue, Paddy, (ham, and all 
other kinds ol Gram; .u allb 011 Tobacco, Gee, 
Matts, Poultry, Bay Leaves, Thread, Beeds, 
Cloth, Oil, Gunnys Gipols, Seeds, Beatlenuc 
cxpoited: in iliort, on eveiy article that eomes 
wirhin the denomination of common food, or the 
common nccdlaries of life* The duty colic-led 

by 
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bv the Farmer of the Gunge on Rice, at r Matmd 
per Rupee, is the ntarefl 8 per cent, ancl on every 
other aitide 3 Pices Sicca per Rupee, or 1 Rupee 
() Annacs per cent. Concerning this farm, I fhall 
trouble your Honour, &c. with nothing moie 
here, as J fhall again fpeak to it m fome general 
remarks on the farm 1 ?, after I have pamculaiized 
each of them, to which I fhall now pioceed in the 
order of their fales the 20th of OfLober laft. 


6th. Soota Nutty Market, and Suba Buzar, 
have yielded, fince they were firft faimed, as fol¬ 
lows, viz. 


A ° 173 s — 35°4 

Brought forward, Rs. 30115 


KW “ 3 S S 9 

1746 — 4 r 7 2 


i^o — p 397 

*747 — 4370 


1741 — 401® 

1748 — 4422 


1742 — 3532 

>749 — 4599 


1 743 — 375 s 

1750 — 4B49 


*714 — j 99 * 

1751 — 5020 


*745 — 433 2 

1752 — 7510 


30115 

Current R3 65037 

Medium 



pel ann 
4835 I2f 


Soota Nutta Maiket is held twice a Week, viz. 
on Thurfdays and Sundays, on which a duty is 
collc&ed by the Farmer, viz. 

Retailers of Cowrees Chinam - Shops 

Cotton Thread Tobacco - ditto 

Apothecaries Shops Fire-wood ditto 

Oil - ditto Straw 
Hard-ware ditto Matts 

Tyar - ditto Bamboos 

Milk - ditto Brazieis Shops 

Jaggiee - ditto Beetlcnut ditto 

Sweetmeat ditto Gieens 

Smiths - ditto Sugar-canes 

Silveiiruith ditto Flantien Shops 

Beetle 7 ditto Tamarind ditto 

P 2 < CucumJ 
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Cucumbei’s Shops Salt - Shops 

Piflimongeis Cloth - ditto 

Trees Rice - ditto 

Koaflecl Rice Shops Venilbn - ditcu 

Weavers - ditto Shoe-makers ditto 

Potters - ditto Paddy. 

Thefe ievcral articles have an eftabliflied charge 
or rate, from one Gunda of Cowiies to 6 Purnl 
per dkm , on each ftiop, bundle, bag, or piece, 
according to the diffeient value and fpecies ot 
goods. 

Gram, "Jimported fjom Ilonghley, and 

Horfe ditto, other places up the River, 

Muftard Seed, i’ pays 6 Gundas of Cowrces 
Wheat, on each Rupee. 

Oil, Ghee, Gram, Wheat, &c, imported from 
Aiung Gotta, each boat 3 Madrals Rupees. 
Gram imported from the count!y round, pays 6 
Pice on each Sicca Rupee, or 3 R. 2 per cent. 

Sugar, on each Bag, - 2 Annaes, 

Ghee, on each Dripper, - 6 Ditto, 

Honey, on each Ditto, - 2 Ditto. 

Coarfe Ps. goods pay a duty from 4 to 15 Gun¬ 
das on each piece. Rice letailers pay 15 Chitant9, 
or of a Seer, on each Rupee worth. 

I have been the more particular on this market, 
that I may not be under the necdlity of fpccifying 
fo minutely the articles on which the duty is col- 
lefted in the other markets and bazars, as they are 
nearly the fame; and the fame eftimation of duty 
will in genetal hold with vny little difference; 
only, for the information of fuch of oui Honour¬ 
able Matters as have not been convcrfant with tilde 
parts, I will add, that a Gunda is 4 Cowrees, 20 
Gundas i Fund, 16 Punds 1 Cowand, and 2 
Cowands 10, 12, or 13 Punds, (according to the 
value of Cowi ccs) make one Rupee Arcot. Soota 

Rutty 
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Nutty market, and Suba Bazar, have been gene¬ 
rally held by the fame perfon, a? the one may be 
called the key to the other: and if in different 
hands, would occafion endlefs diiputes; the arti¬ 
cles on which a duty is collected in Suba Bazar aie 
nearly the fame as in the market, though in a lefs 
quantity, and in more retail way. 

yth. Connected with the foregoing Maiket and 
Bazar, aie the following feven fauns, for they 
have been generally, for the above reafons, held 
by the fame perfon, as being all in the diflridt of 
Sooty Nutty, though fold feparately, and now in 
one lot; viz. Baag Bazar Market, Baag Bazar, 
Charles Bazar Market, Charles Bazar, Doobapar- 
tah Bazar, Hautcolla Bazar, and Soota Nutty’s 
burthened oxen. Thefe diffeient Markets and 
Bazars have produced, from their being fuff: 
farmed, as follows, viz. 


A g 1738 — 1255 Brought forward, R e . 11389 


1739 — 1 3 6 4 

1746 — 1560 


174 ° — * s 9 

1747 — 1519 


J741 — 627 

1748 — 1612 


174Z — 1891 

1749 ~ i6 97 


1743 — 1845 

1750 — 1732 


17 44 — 1 ®79 

1751 — 1761 


1745 — 1 939 

1752 — 2001 


- 11389 

CuirentRs 23271 

Medium 


1551 6 4 
per aim. 

The duties levied 

in thefe Bazars and Markets, as 


well as the ai tides on which they are levied, fo 
nearly refemble thofe already fpecified, that it is 
needlefs troubling your Honour, Sec. with the 
particulars. Soota Nutty’s K001 a Pacha, 01 bur¬ 
dened Oxen, is levied as follows: 

Every tenant who keeps oxen, to convey mer¬ 
chandize out and into the town, pays the 
farmer, S a. 6 p. per each oxen per annum ; 
With thefe exceptions, that thofe employed in 
P 3 the 
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the Pall Trade pay onl; 0 > A 6 P pri annum 
each; anil thole cmplowd to impoit and ex¬ 
port Meal, to pay only 3 Anr.au* SLia emu, 
pci annum. 


Slh. The Great Bazar, under thediftnft of TVe 
Calcutta, is fanned out in three partition'?, (hue 
generally held by the lame pci Ion) under die heads 
of, fit ft, Jow Bazary, or duty on given s, fiih, 
roots, pans, fee. common necdlaiies of life, as to 
food and utenfils. idly. Iron, gee, i'ugai, heule- 
nut, &c. merchandize. And jdly, the duty o 1 ' 
Koyally or Jouldary. The fiiit of thefe is i aimed 
in iNovember with the reft oi the laims, but the 
2d and 3d in Apiil. The Jow Buzaiy h.b pin 
duced, fincc it was firft fanned, viz. 

A.° 17^8 — 1650 Ci ought fut v u anl, R>. 1 ^ ij ; 


17’9 — 
i '(O — 10H 1 
1741 — 17(15 
1743 — iH:j. 
174 i — 19«J 4- 
17 U — 2 °°7 
J.Mi — 2 ~>°7 


l* 1 j ft — 

1/17 — 2iS ? 
J 7 18 — 2jh‘^ 
i;j ( ; -2| o 
17511 — 3400 

1751 — rlo 1 

1 7 5 2 — 15 '-o 


15536 CuucntRi. 7,3091 Medium 

--. 2 ?(?'') 1 

per nnn. 

The duties collected by die farmri on the above 
mentioned articles aie nearly in the lame piopoi- 
tjon as fpecificd in my fixth paragraph. 


cjth. The 2 d partition of the Gr nr Bazar is ihe 
duty on non, ^ec, filter, 6 .C. the h'tc.ili foi winch, as 
well as ioi the Jouldary, does nor expi'c till Apt 1 L 
next. This farm has produced, mice iL was full 
farmed, as follows, viz. 


175 G — 1 mi 

Brought ibnvaid, Rs. jijfift 

1 ']() — 11;? 

1742 — 1250 

17}n — 11^ e 

17 II — 1 1 TO 

i 7 i \ 1 — 1J 5 ' 1 

1744 — I 3 CQ 

a56J 

Car. fo f wa.d Cur. Rs, SiGi 



r 
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Biought fcmv. Rs. 8168 Brought forward, Rs‘'135^5 

A ° *745 — J 3 zo *749 — * 3 6 7 

1746 — 1347 1750 — 1662 

*747 “ *H 5 * 75 * — 2100 

1748 — 1345 *75 z — 2100 

13525 Current Rs. 20754 Mediurif 

-1383 9 7 

per inn. 

R. A. P. 

Iron pays a duty of 1 *5 3 both when imported & exp, 

Ball.iforeftonedilhcspay 16 00 per 100 difhea. 

Ditto, ditm, cups, 8 00 per 100 cups. 

Beetlenutpaysadutyof 1 15 3 percent, both imports & exp. 

Pepper, Copper, Tootenague, Lead, Dammer, 
Cotch, Chanks, pay a duty of 2 per cent, on im¬ 
ports and exports. 

Sugar pays 4 Annacs, per each Oxen Load of 
2 Bags. 

Gee pays 8 Annaes, 6 Punds per each 0 }ten 
Load. 

Honey, Wheat, and Wax, 2 per cent, on im- 
poits and expoits. 

Oil and Juggree, 2 Seer per each Oxen Load, 
and 5 Fund for each Ox. 

Ophinm, 2 per cent 

Rice and Grain imported, 2 Seers, 8 Chittack, 
per each Oxen Load. 

Ditto, Ditto, exported, 1 Seer, 4 Chittack, per 
Rupee. 

Gram, imported, pays 6 Punds, 1 Cowrie, per 
Rupee. 

Turmerick, Ginger, Sandle Wood, Red Lead, 
Long Pepper, Saltpetre, Lack, Gunnys, &c. fun¬ 
di ics, pay a duty 2 per cent. 

Tobacco imported, pay 2 Annaes, 3 Ps. per 
Oxen Load. 

Ditto, exported, 2 per cent, and 2 Punds of 
Cownes for each Ox. 

? 4 Bra& 
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Biafs plates pay a duty of 8 Annaes per Maund, 
on both imports and exports. 


ioth. The third petition of the Great Buzar, 
farmed in the month of April, is the Jouldary, or 
Weighman’s duty, of i Seer 4 Chittacks, per 
Rupee, levied on all Rice, Paddy, Gram, Wheat, 
Sec. Grain imported in the Great Buzar. This 
duty has produced to the Company, fince the firfl 
farming, viz. 


A d i 7 s8 - 

1739 “ 7*7 

1740 — 716 

1 74 1 — 731 

1742 — 1108 

>743 ““ 7 00 

1744 — l' 36 

1745 — iny 

6B75 


forward, Rs 6873 
17 }6 — 1 16 j. 

1747 — 1164 

1748 — 1180 
<749 — 12, 9 
> 75 ° — >337 

1751 — 1900 

1752 — 1900 


Current Rs 16737 


726 Brought 


Medium 
1115 1 t z 
pur ann. 


nth. Govindpoore Market , Beggum Bazar , and 
Goftalloh Bazar , are fold in one lot, and'have been 
generally held by the fame perfon, as lying nearly 
contiguous to each other. They have produced to 
fha Companjr, fince their being firft farmed, as 
follows, viz. 


1738 

1739 

* 74 ° 

174 1 

1742 

*743 
*744 
*74 S 


ogz Brought forward, Rs 0006 
1-58 1746 — 1567 

*747 — 1708 

1748 — 1868 

1749 — 2048 

1750 —- 2100 

1751 — 1905 

1752 — 2305 


— 1150 

— 109(1 

— 1106 

— 14&J 

— 1468 

— 1568 


990b Current Rs 23407 Medium 

- ■ — ■ 1560 6 4 

Govindpoore Market is held twice in a week, 
<viz. on Tuefdays and Saturdays i and the articles 

on 
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on which a duty is levied by the Farmer are nearly 
the fame as in Soota Nutty Market , the duties 
from 4 Gundas to 6 P. 10 G. on each piece, 
bundle, balket, oi ftiop, per diem, according to 
the diffeient value, consumption, or eftimation of 
the goods. 


12th, Loll Bazar, and Scntofe Buza ;, fituate in 
the diftrift of Dee Calcutta, have yielded to die 
Company <vtz. 


A° 173S — 1584 Brought 

1739 — *78° 

1740 — 1857 

1741 — 1640 

1742 — 1792 

1743 — 2255 

*744 — 22 15 
*745 *66° 


forward, Rs 1)823 
1746 — 1633 

*747 — * 5 6 ° 

1748 — 1720 

1749 — 1840 

*750 — 2000 

1751 — 2090 

1752 — 1855 


14823 


Cuuent Rs 27523 


Medium 
1834 12 9 
per aim. 


The articles and duties neatly the fame as already 
particularized in the otliei Bazars. 


13 th, Nimmuck Mohul , or the Salt ]*arm, fituated 
in Sooty Nutty, has produced, fince it was firft 
farmed : wz, 


A 0 1738 — 316 
1739 — 607 

* 74 ° — 7-3 

1741 — 1051 

1742 — 1651 

1743 — 1S25 
*744 “ *825 
*745 “ * 9 °° 


Brought forward, Rs 1049S 
1746 — 1900 

17 |7 — 2001 

1748 — 202; 

1749 — 2100 

1750 — Z400 

* 75 * “ 4 ° 3 ° 
1752 — 5150 


10498 Current Rs 30104 Medium 

— — -2006 14 11. 

The duty levied on Salt imported and exported, 
at 3 Pice Sicca per Rupee, or 3 Rupees 2 
Annaes per Cent. 

. Jouldary, 
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Jouldary, or Weighman, 6 Annaes Sicca pci 
Maund. 

On Oxen employed in this fei vice, i Rupee per 
20 Oxen. 

Retailers of Salt pays 2 Annaes Sicca per C 
Maund. 

There is an exemption on all Salt imported on 
account of Cojar Wazeid, who pays only i 
Rupee per £ Maund, both on Salt imported 
and exported. 

The whole duty levied on Salt amounts to 3 
Rupees 15 Annaes per cent. 


14th, Dee Calcutta's Market, and the Duty on 
the Loads, and Salt in Balkets, have produced f 
iince it was firft farmed ; wz. 


A Q 173& 

- 578 

Ero Light fom ard, 

Rs 

4652 

J 739 

— 577 

1746 

— 

5*3 

1740 

— 605 

17-17 

— 

597 

1741 

— 605 

1748 

— 

64S 

* 74-2 

— 412 

* 74-9 

— 

682 

1743 

— 700 

1750 

— 

7°3 

1744 

— 475 

1 75 1 


Z l 5 

1745 

— 700 

1752 

— 

6 z 0 


4652 

Current 

Rs 

9 T 3 ° 

Dee Calcutta 

Market is held 

in 

the 1 


Medium 
CoS 10 fl 


Road, leading to Collcgot. Articles and Duties 
as in other Maikets already fpecified. The duty 
on the Roads had its rife on this occafion : Collegot 
Market and Govindpooie Market being held both 
'on a Saturday, numbers of the tenants refortmg to 
Collegot Market, to the injury of that at Gov;nd- 
poore, it was found neceflaiy to check this refort, or 
counterbalance it, by levying a tax on every article 
impoited from Collegot, in proportion to that levied 
on the fame articles at Govindpoore Market. The 
Duty on Salt imported m bafkets on C6oleys heads. 
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is 7 G J of Cowries, and one handful of Salt: and 
when lcfold or exported, it pays a duty to tho 
Stilt Faim, of 3 Picc Sicca, per Rupee. 


1/5th, Sam Buzar, and New Bttzar^ both fituated 
in Dee Calcutta, and now thiown into one lot, 
have piGduced to the Company, fince they were 
flnT farmed, as follows - 3 viz. 


A *5 17tS — 1237 Brought forward, Rs 13304 


*719 — >340 
17J •> — 131 )t 

17*1 * — 4 -; 

1742 — i 45 o 
1713 — it; 3 
1 7 4*4 — Ir 93 
17*15 “ =57i 


1716 — 2233 

1747 — 2 D I 

1748 — 2183 

1 74 9 — 2 4>il 
1750 — 2iJ 33 
173:1 — 4600 

*75 2 — 45 00 


13304 Current Rs 31920 Medium 

■-232S Ann. 


16th, jo/w Btizar, and BrrthoHa Bvzar-, fiLuatcd 
in Dee Cakutta, and fiom then ntudibouihood, 
united in one farm, have pioduced as follows, 'ziiz. 


*719 — 577 
> 74 ° — 57 t > 
1741 — 576 

i?4 2 — 57^ 
] 743 — 577 
17 *)4 — 577 
*745 — 577 


Diought foi AMid, Rs 4586 

1746 — 600 

1747 — 6^2 
174S — 7=5 

1749 — 624 

1750 — !j 2 t- 

*751 — »* 2 I 
1752 - 1836 


415Current Rs 11421 Medium 
—-761 6 4 


Articles and Duties as in other Bazais. 


17th, Glofs-Makers Farm has produced, fince it 
yns fiilt fanned, as follows; viz. 



t-'s t 


3 S 

,39 

74° 

741 

M 2 

M3 

7)4 

'45 


142 

M9 
287 
47S 
220 
5 ' 6 
39 6 
470 
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Biought forwaid, Rs 259S 

1746 — 3 So 

1747 — 3 S ° 
174 S — 400 

1749 — 4 ro 

I ^ 5 u — 503 

T751 — 5*0 

1752 — 865 


2558 Current Rs 6073 Medium 

-404 13 10. 

d the Farmer is gianted the folc right of manu¬ 
ring this Article; and whoevci is proved to let 
ly fliop, or otherwife, interfere in it, without 
cence, is liable to fine and impnfonmuit. 


th, The Vermilion-Farm has produced, fince 
s firlt farmed, as follows, viz. 


38 — 225 

Brought forward, Rs 

1 77S 

39 — 200 

1746 — 

2Z5 

40 — 225 

1747 — 

235 

41 — 225 

1748 — 

zoo 

42 — 225 

J 749 — 

200 

43 — 225 

1750 — 

200 

44 — 225 

1751 — 

200 

45 — 225 

1752 — 

9OO 

*775 

Current Rs 

39 Z 5 


le foie * mannfadturing this 
‘d to the Farmer, as above. 


Medium 
- S 23 1 . 

Article is alfo 


h. The Caulker's Farm has produced, fince 
firlV farmed, as follows, viz. 


S — S63 

Biought forward, Rs 7691 

9 — 864 

1746 — 800 

O — 99I 

1747 — Sop 

I — 99I 

1748 — 800 

2 — 99I 

1749 — 500 

3 — 1100 

175° “ 500 

4 — 991 

J7ji — 52; 

5 — geo 

1753 — 730 

7691 

Current Rs 12346 


Medium 
823 1. 
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The right of exercifing the Ship-Caulker’s bnfi- 
nefs is folely mvclled in the Faimer, who gives his 
licence to the Workeis, and iqceives a Hated tax 
from them of i Fund cf Cowries per diem, and 
io Gundas on each Rupee their labour produces. 

20th. The Tobacco Shops were not farmed till the 
year 1740, fmee when they have yielded as follows, 
viz. 


*?4° — 150 

Brought foiwaid, Rs iooS 

* 74 * — *43 

*747 ” *43 

1742 — 143 

1748 — 143 

*743 — *43 

*749 — *23 

*744 — *43 

* 75 ° — 148 

*745 — *43 

1751 — 123 

looS 

1752 — 200 


Cm rent Rs 1888 Medium 
- 125 13 6 

The Farmer has the foie right of vending this 
article in the Bazars, and no fliop can fell it that 
is not licenfed by him. 


21ft. Bang Shop*s Farm has ptoduced, fince it 
was firlt fanned, as follows, viz. 

A 0 1738 — not Biought forward, Rs 

1746 — 


1739 — 

1740 — 

174 1 — 
* 74 2 — 
1 7+3 — 
* 74 + — 
1745 — 


1101 
i5zx 

*599 

1700 

1980 

1843 

1900 


*747 

1748 

*749 

* 75 ° 

* 75 * 

1752 


12742 

1900 

1900 

1700 

1700 

1700 

* 7 Z 5 

* 73 ° 


12742 Current Rs 25097 Medium 

--1675 2 1 An. 

This farm is conduced on the reftndtions with 
the Tobacco Shops. 


2?d. The Farm of the Cbeft-Makers commenced 
nor till the year 1748, and has yielded as follows. 
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*7# 

1750 

1751 

175s 

Cmrent Rs 327 Medium p"r 
--—-—— Ann. 65 b 4 

Every perfon employed in this bufinefs, is in the 
Service of the Farmer, or works by his licenfe. 

23d. The Red-Lead Farm has fubfifled only* 
fince 1746. The article of Lapis Tutiae is now, 
for the firft time, added to it, the Farm of the 
Red-Lead has produced, fince it was firft farmed, 


as follows, viz. 

AS 1746 — — — 201 

1747 — — — 201 

1748 — — — 251 

1749 — — - 1,21 

1750 “ 121 

1751 — 130 

175* — — — 245 


Current Rs 1270 Medium per 

■— Ann. 181 6 10 

The foie right of this Manufadture is appropriated 
to the Farmer, nor can any one engage in it with¬ 
out his 1 licence, for which he receives 2 Rupees per 
Menfem for each Furnace. 

24th. The Dammar and Oakum was firft farmed 
in the year 17469 and has pioduced, viz. 


A 0 1745 

— 

— 

— 

336 

1746 

— 

— 

— 

400 

17 A 7 

— 

— 

— 

474 

1748 

—' 

— 

— 

436 

1749 

— 


— 

500 

1750 

— 

— 

— 

54 ° 

1751 

— 

— 

— 

6S0 

1752 

— 

— 

— 

940 



Current Rs 4256 Medium per 
- r ,. Aun. 523 
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The foie right foi vending thefe articles h in¬ 
setted in the Fnrniei, and none can deal in them, 
without his licence. 


25th. Dec Cahutta and Govindpoore *s burdened 
oxen have produced, fince it was firft farmed, as; 


follows, 1uZ. 


/l° 1-38 — 192 

Erought forward. Rupees 1554 

*739 —* *33 

1716 — 230 

1740 — l<j 2 

*7 17 — 230 

* 74 1 — * 9 Z 

1748 - 2*0 

*7 \ z — *75 

* 749 — 3 «o 

*743 — 

* 75 ° — 35 c 

174I —' 220 

1731 — 192 

* 74 1 — z 3 ° 

* 75 z — 575 

*554 

Cuirent Rupees 3671 


Medium 


244 11 S 


Every perfon who keeps oxen for burden, with¬ 
in the dillrntts of Dec Calcutta and Govindpoore, 
pays annually a tax to the faimer, oi lix An- 
naes each. 


26th. Dec Calcutta and Bazar CalatUa's ten y- 
boats have pioduccd, fince it was full: farmed, as 
follows, viz. 


A c 1738 — 153 

*739 — *54 
1740 — 155 

*74* — *55 
*74 z — *55 
*743 — *55 
*744 — *5* 
*745 — *55 


Brought foi,yard. Rupees 1237 

1746 — 155 

*747 — *55 

*74 ^ — *55 
*7 49 — *55 

1750 — 168 

1751 — 164 

1752 — 10? 


1233 Current Rupees 2293 Medium 

- - - IO 3 

The farmer of the ferry-boats of Dee Calcutta 
and Bazar Calcutta receives, 

For each palfenger, four Gundas of Cowries. 

For 
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For each bafket of greens, &c. ten Gundas, 
For each cow, calf, horfe, &c. one Pund. 


:2,7th. Fire-Work farm has produced, fince it was 
nrffc farmed, as follows, viz. 


A® 1738 — 64 
*739 “ 7 ° 

1740 — 72 

1741 — 72 

1742 — 7? 
17+3 — S 6 
171 + “ 59 
1745 — 49 


Brought forward. Rupees 517 

1746 — 56 

1747 — 65 

1748 — 66 

1749 — 42 
175° — 59 

175 1 “ / \ z 

1752 — 1 jo 


ci*r Current Rupees 097 Medium 

-66 r 5 

The manufacturing and vending all fire-woiks 
aie invcflcd in the farmer, who gives his licence to 
otheis, on receiving a confideranon fatisfaftory to 
the parties. 

28th. Connected with Suba Bazar, were two 
fmall Bazars, the one fituate at Harry Naut Du- 
wan’s flairs, and the other at Patrea Got, or the 
Stone flairs; thefe were always the peiquifite of 
the Zemindar’s Banian, and produced annually to 
the Company from 95 to 99 Rupees; they have 
now, by your Honour, &c’s permifilon, been 
thrown into one faim, under the title of Ram 
Bazar, and produced, the 20th of October, 510 
Rupees for the prefent }ear. 

29. The duty on chinam and timbers imported, 
is now, for the firft time, by your' permiflion, 
farmed out, on reprefentation of the frauds com¬ 
mitted by the collectors of this duty, (vide pi 0- 
ceedings Zemindary, under date the 8ch inflant) 
it has fold this year for Cuirent Rupees 437, 
more than double what has ever been biought to 
credit. The farmer levies two per cent, on all 
chinam and timbers imported. 

30th. The 
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30th. The purchafing and vending old iron, 
tea-cattys, and old nails, wq9 fit-fl fanned Anno 
1741, for Rupees 60 ; its pattah cxpned the firft 
inftant, and then fold for Rupees 565. 

I have now gone through the feveral branches 
of the Revenues, contained under my fecond head 
of the farms, and beg leave to lay before your 
Honoui, &cc. at one view, in what degree they 
have mcreafed, fiom the year 1738. 


Anno 1738 

— , 

, — 

— 

22865 

*739 

— 

— 

— 

Z4236 

1740 

— 

— 

— 

z 7495 

I/ 4 1 

— 

1 — 

— 

26143 

1742 

— 

— 

— 

26196 

*743 

— 

—— 

■— 

30222 

1744 

— 

— 

— 

3*547 

*745 

—■ 

— 

— 

35764 

1746 

— 

■— 

— 

36721 

747 

— 

■— 

— 

41154 

1 74 ® 

— 

— 

— 

43120 

1740 

— 

— 

— 

39166 

175 ° 

— 

— 

— 

37666 

175 * 

— 

— 

— 

4494 1 

1752 

— 

— 

— 

60599 


And fuppofing the remaining two partitions of 
the great Bazar lell in Apiil next for 5000 (which 
is the leaft I will fuppofe) your Honour, &c. will 
have the pleafure of feeing the farms under your 
influence produce 65599 Rupees, a further gain 
to our Honourable Mailers (for this year at leaft) 
of 20658. We fee above, the farms, fince 1738 
to 1751 incluflvc, have mcreafed (within a trifle) 
in a duplicate proportion ; and how the net balance 
of the revenues annually paid into the treafury will 
anfwer this propoition, is a circumftance I will 
beg leave to difcufs, when 1 have gone through 
my third head of thole articles not farmed out, 
anfing from the current tranfaflions of the Cut- 
cherry. 

Q. 


i 


32d. The 
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32tJ. The third head of the revenues confifts in 
the following articles, viz. 

1. Duty on piece goods. 

2. Fines. 

3. Etlack. 

4. Sale of boats and Hoops. 

5. Sale of flaves. 

6 . Pottahs. 

7. Arbitration bonds. 

8. Commillions on recovery of debts. 

9. General releafes. 

' 10. Mortgage bonds. 

ir, Marriages. 

12. Rufley Sallamy. 

13. Sallamy on Hoops. 

14. Moonannoes. 

15. Duty on exportation of liquors, 

1 6. Licence for a tieat. 

17. Order for beat of drum, 

18. Duty on exportation of rice. 

All which I fhall explain to your Honour, &c. 
as diftinCtly as poflibly I can: as there is not one 
of them, m which there has not been manifeftly 
very confiderable frauds committed by fome body 
or other; and muft unavoidably be fo, without 
the utmoft vigilance of the Zemindar. 

33d. The Company levy a duty of two per 
cent, on all piece-goods fold in the Bazars, which 
are not imported under their duftick. To point 
out the frauds committed by the collectors of this 
duty, I fhall take the pioduce arifing from May 
1749, to April 1752, as they exceed former 
credits. 


Abstract; 
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Abstract of the duty on Piece-Goods, as taken 
from Account Revenues. 


I 749 i 


1750. 


1750. 


1751. 


«7P- 


1752. 


May 

— 

— 

75 

0 

0 

June 

— 


75 

0 

0 

July 

— 

— 

35 

0 

0 

Auguft 

— 

— 

5 Z 

0 

9 

September 

— 

— 

35 

15 

3 

Oftobcr 


— 

7 * 

S 

3 

November 

— 

— 

174 

11 

6 

December 

— 

— 

116 

3 

6 

January 

— 

— 

35 

H 

9 

February 

— 

— 

77 

0 

6 

March 

— 

— 

40 

11 

0 

April 

— 

— 

163 

7 

6 



— 


- — 

— 952 9 01 

May 

— 

— 

21 

8 

□ 

June 

— 

— 

77 

3 

0 

July 

— 

— 

30 

z 

9 

Auguft 

1 — 

— 

3 i 

2 

9 

September 

— 

—■ 

59 

7 

3 

O&ober 

— 

—' 

75 

10 

0 

November 

— 

— 

171 

5 

6 

December 

— 

— 

44 

9 

6 

January 

— 

— 

66 

11 

9 

February 

— 

— 

43 

3 

0 

March 

— 

— 

60 

11 

6 

April 

— 

— 

270 

7 

0 



m 

■ ”■ 


- 951 19 3 






1904 8 3 

May 


— 

27 

3 

9 

June 

—> 

— 

33 

10 

0 

]u!y 


— 

28 

I 5 

9 

Auguft 

— 

— 

33 

H 

0 

September 

— 

— 

55 

4 

9 

Oftober 

—- 

— 

85 

3 

3 

November 

— 

— 

175 

5 

6 

December 

— 

— 

45 

h 

<5 

January 

— 

— 

76 

12 

6 

February 

— 

— 

40 

6 

3 

March 

— 

— 

5 6 

5 

6 

April 

— 

— 

275 

3 

6 

__ a _ 


934 8 3 


Current Rupees 2839 o 6 
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By tfie above abftrad from the monthly account 
revenues, we obferve only 2812 o 6 brought 
to credit in Ehree years; whereas, in the lad five 
months there has been collefted and brought to 
credit 1127 12 3* and I am not free from fuf- 
picion of fome frauds yet in this duty, notwith- 
Handing the drifted eye I have been able to keep 
on thofe intruded with the levying it. 

Anno 1752. July — — 58 9 9 

Auguft — — Z52 11 9 

September — — 191 10 3 

Oflober — — 321 5 3 

November — — 303 7 3 

Current Rupees 1127 iz 3 


34th. The article of fines is a very impoitant 
one in the Company’s revenues, if duly bi ought to 
their credit, this method of punifliing, as well as 
the lafh, is fo effential a one, in the nature of the 
country government, that there would be no order 
or rule preferyed ^mongft the natives without them. 
The original institution of fines in all countries 
was doubtlefs with a defign of correfting the man¬ 
ners of the people; of being a check on fuch kind 
of, rogueries as did not require the lafh or other 
corporal punifhments ; and confequently, of being 
a defence to the property of honed men : but I am 
forry to fay, I have too much rcafon to think thefe 
intentions have been kept very little in view i and 
a power affiimed to inflift fines, and opprefs the 
people, where by no means it ought to have been 
allowed * and which has been raued from motives 
much worfe, and applied to bafcr ufes, than were 
the crimes for wluch it was impoied. Your Ho¬ 
nour, &c. have had fome inflances of this kind laid 
before you ; and I do not want materials to point 
out many more to you; but to what end ? The 
Jtwture of this bianch of the revenues will not ad¬ 
mit 
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cnit of an annual eftimace to be made on it, with 
any degree of exactnefs, as will, pretty nearly, the 
foregoing article of piece-goods; whofe yearly im- 
poits, I believe, do not vary greatly. However, 
I fhall lay befoie your Honour, &c. the produce 
anting on this article, from May 1746, to April 
1751, lnclufive. 

Abstract of Fines, as taken from the monthly 
Account Revenues, viz* 


1746. 

May 

— 

— 

1 57 

5 

0 


June 

— 

— 

IJ 5 

l S 

0 


July 

— 


z 7 

10 

3 


Auguft 

— 

— 

1116 

1 

3 


September 

October 


__ 

146 

97 

2 

11 

0 

0 


November 

— 

— 

S 

2 

3 


December 

— 

— 

10 

4 

3 

*747 

January 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 


February 

— 

— 

zz 

7 

9 


March 

— 

— 

5 i 

4 

9 


April 

— 

— 

47 

3 

6 


May 

— 

— 

349 

4 

3 


June 

— 

— 

Z32 

0 

0 


July 

— 

— 

103 

1 

0 


Auguft 

— 

— 

97 

15 

s 


September 

— 

— 

S» 

12 

6 


O&ober 

■—■ 

— 

132 

10 

9 


November 

— 

— 

J 3 1 

11 

6 


December 

— 

— 

100 

a 

3 

I 74 b - 

January 

— 

— 

10 

1 

9 


February 

— 

— 

3 1 

4 

3 


March 

— 

*— 

0 

0 

0 


April 

— 


0 

0 

0 


CL3 


3047 8 6 
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Brought forward. Rupees 3047 8 


11748. 

May 

— 

— 

1 5 1 

10 

6 

June 

'— 

— 

338 

13 

0 


J ul y 

— 1 

— 

33 

9 

0 


Auguft 

— 

— 

52 

u 

9 


September 

— 

— 

45 

8 

9 


October 

— 

— 

Hi 

»3 

9 


November 

— 

— 

109 

11 

0 


December 

— 

— 

122 

4 

9 

1749. 

, January 

— 

— 

25 

8 

3 

Fcbruaiy 

— 

— 

109 

6 

9 


March 

— 

— 

10 

2 

0 


6 


1750. 


J751- 


April 

— 

— 

37 

3 

9 





- 


-— 

— 1178 

7 

3 

May 

— 

— ' 

173 

7 

9 



June 

— 

— 

59 

0 

9 



July 

— 

— 

33 

12 

6 



Auguft 


— 

H 1 

2 

0 



September 

— 

— 

102 

10 

6 



Oflober 

— 

— 

114 

*5 

0 



November, 

— 

— 

151 

*5 

9 



December 

— 

— 

10 

>3 

6 



January 

■— 

“ 

z 5 

7 

0 



February 

— 

— 

222 

2 

6 



March 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 



Apil 

— 

— 

3 6 

2 

6 






—- '*• 


— 1062 

9 

9 






5 1S8 

9 

6 

May 

»— 

— 

7 

1 

0 



June 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 



July 

—. 

— 1 

0 

0 

0 



Auguft 

— 

— 

60 

9 

3 



September 

— 

— 

6 

1 

9 



October 

— 

— 

112 

3 

9 



November 

— 

— 

5° 

11 

0 



December 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 



January 

— 

— 

8 

0 

3 



February 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 



March 

— 

— 

18 

2 

□ 



April 

— 

— 

*37 

12 

3 




400 9 g 


5588 18 9 
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Brought forward. Rupees 

H 

OO 

DO 

bl 

1731. May 

— 

— 

36 

11 

3 

June 

— 

■— 

73 

7 

6 

July 

— 

— 

18 

12 

9 

Auguft 

— 

— 

80 

1 

6 

September 

•— 

— 

409 

15 

0 

October 

— 

— 

1 97 

0 

0 

November 

-— 


ZOI 

6 

6 

December 

— 

— 

9 Z 

6 

3 

*752. Januaiy 

— 

— 

37 

i 

9 

February 

—- 


6 

7 

6 

March 

— 

— 

13Z 

12 

3 

April 



917 

9 

3 

- 2203 11 


Current Rupees 7892 14. 3 

By the foregoing abftraiSt, there appears to be 
fines brought to credit in the account revenues, 
current Rupees, 7892 14 6 , in the fpace of fix 
years. I will fubmit it to your Honour, what 
proportion this bears to the fines that have really 
been impofed and levied in that time. I will fup- 
pofe by other authouty than that of the Zemindar 
for the time being, who, in a multitude of m- 
ftances, I dare fay, was totally a ftranger to this 
piece of iniquity-, and when I inform your Ho¬ 
nour, &c. that I have brought to the Company’s 
credit on this article, the laft five months, current 
Rupees 3171 14 6, I mutt not appear before you 
as haying afled with greater fevency than any of 
my predecefiors *, as this i-> an aiticle I would by no 
means Ihould lncieafc the Company’s revenues : 
but the caufe of this veiy extraordinary difference 
arifes from this, that what fines are impofed, are 
now in truth brought to credit. They aie before 
your Honour, &c. I think I have been ftudious 
to obferve as much lenity in them, as the nature of 
the offence could with propuety admit of. If it 
fhould bear a different afpect, it lies in your breafts 
to remit and relieve any whom you may judge to 
merit your indulgence.' 

0.4 
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Abstract fiom the Regifter of Fines, viz. 

Anno 175Z. July — — \Cb 9 9 

Anguft — — 339 1 9 

September, 19 days — 341 z 9 
Oftober — — 1035 9 6 

November — 1289 6 9 

Current Rupees 317114 6 


35th. Though I have already explained whaE 
s meant by that branch of the revenues called 
itlack, in my addrefs to yOur Honour, &c. under 
late the 17th of Auguft, 1752, I yet think it 
aeceilary to repeat here what I then faid on the 
fubjeft, that in this work every article of the 
revenues may have due regaid paid to it. On 
every complaint regiftered in the Cutcherry, a 
Peon is ordered on the defendant, in cafes of 
debt i or on the delinquent, in cafe of affaults, or 
other abufes. The Peon leceives three Punds of 
Cowries per diem •, one Pund, fourteen Gundas of 
which are brought to the credit of the Company, 
under the head of Etlack : one Pund is the Peon’s 
fee, and the remaining fix Gundas were fet apart j 
out of which the Etlack Moories, or writers, 
were paid their wages; and the overplus, called 
Mcforiannoes, fequeftered to ufes I am a ftrangcr 
to. The article pf Etlack has always been a 
heavy tax on the poor, from whom it has chiefly 
been collected *, whilft thofe who could by any 
means obtain favour were excufed, though well 
able to pay it. The contrary method I have pur¬ 
ged, as much aspoffible* and your Honour, &c« 
will obferve in the Zemindary, how frequent oc- 
cafions I meet with to remit this fee to the poor, 
as well to thofe who are releafed from the prifons, 
as thole whole diiputes are determined without im- 
priibnment. The Cutcherry pnlon Etlack fees, 
ajid Catwall prjfon Etlack fees, amount each to 
a three 
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three Punds of Cowries per diem, from each 
pnloner ; the whole of which is brought to credit. 
The Ftlack fees have, by fome Zemindars, been 
raifed Lo four Pund per diem, and by others re¬ 
duced to two ■, the prefent eftabliftiment appears to 
me the moft eligible medium, as the former would 
be a very heavy opptefiion on the poor, and the 
latter would too much tend to keep up that litigious 
fpint in the people, which poflibly is not equalled 
by any race exitting. What injury the Company- 
may have fuftained in this branch, I lhall fubmit 
to your Honour, &c. judgment, by the following 
abftrafts of the former and piefenc credits. 

Abstract of Etlack Fees, from May 1746, 
to April 1752, inclulive. 


1746. May 

— 

— 

187 

2 

9 

June 

— 

— 

160 

>3 

3 

July 

— 

— 

182 

□ 

6 

Auguft: 

— 

— 

162 

6 

9 

September 

— 

— 

12S 

11 

% 

Odobei 

— 

— 

214 

□ 

6 

November 

— 

— 

>7 5 

2 

0 

December 

— 

— 

146 

7 

6 

I747. January 

— 

— 

i 9 i 

3 

9 

February 

— 

— 

136 

4 

3 

March 

— 

— 

146 

>4 

9 

April 

— 


205 

S 

3 

May 

— 

— 

164 

s 

3 

June 

—■ 

— 

>47 

2 

0 

July 

— 

— 

238 

IO 

9 

Auguft 

— 

— 

*55 

3 

0 

September 

— 

— 

176 

>4 

0 

Otlober 

— 

— 

140 

z 

3 

November 

— 

— 

150 

S 

0 

December 

— 

— 

217 

>5 

0 

1748, January 

— 

— 

>43 

>5 

0 

February 

— 

— 

142 

5 

6 

March 

— 

— 

129 

>5 

0 

April 

—* 

— 

184 

9 

3 


9 o 


209 


4127 H o 



1748. May 
Tune 
July 
Auguft 
September 
Oflober 
November 
December 

1749. January 
February 
March 
April 

May 

Tune 

July 

Auguft 

September 

Oftober 

November 

December 

1750. January 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

September 

October 

November 

December 

1751. January 
February 
March 
April 


[ =3+ ] 

Brought forward. Rupees 4127 15 <5 


—' 

— 

114 

9 

3 

— 

— 

116 

1 

6 

— 

— 

*35 

6 

9 

— 

— 

273 

4 

6 

— 

— 

285 

§ 

6 

— 

— 

329 

6 

9 

— 

—* 

349 

15 

3 


— 

265 

10 

3 

— 

— 

379 

i 

3 

— 1 

— 

273 

1 

3 

— 

— 

296 

12 

3 



364 15 

9 

— 

— 

33 4 
35 6 

*4 

3 


— 

5 

9 

— 

— 

259 

8 

0 


— 

407 

*5 

9 

— 

— 

401 

0 

6 

*— 

—■ 

341 

10 

0 

— 

— 

484 

1 

0 

— 

— 

375 

*3 

6 

— 

— 

40 6 

6 


— 

— 

373 

1Z 

6 

— 

—■ 

39 0 

*3 

3 



371 

12 

6 

— 

— 

429 

11 

6 

■— 

— 1 

377 

12 

6 

—■ 

— 

387 

11 

9 


—■ 

375 

8 

9 

— 

’— 

3*5 

3 

0 

— 

— 

357 

3 

0 

— 

■- 

37 ° 

13 

0 

— 

— 

377 

3 

6 

— 

—* 

386 

1 

9 

— 

— 

z 99 

12 

* 

— 


290 

11 

0 

'— 

— 

3*6 14 

9 

— 

— 


—— 

"4 


3183 10 3 


4504 1 6 


43£4 3 


1617 6 o 




C 
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Brought foiward, Rupees 

16170 6 

Q 

May 

—- 

— 310 

5 

9 


June 

— 

■— 189 

8 



J« l y 

■— 

- 2q8 

1 

O 


Augufl: 

— 

— ISO 

5 

6 


September 

— 

— 23 

9 

6 


October 

— 

— 3 + 

0 

0 


November 

— 

— 34 

11 

6 


December 

— 

— 79 

8 

6 


January 

— 

— 80 

2 

9 


February 

— 

~ 54 

8 

3 


March 

— 

— loo 

11 

0 


April 

— 

— 136 

2 

9 




— — 


H c 7 13 

9 


Current Rupees 

7 8 3 

9 


Abstract of Etlack Fees, from July to 
November, 1752. 

Anno 175Z. July — — — 20S 5 6 

Augufl: — — — 424 15 9 

September 19 days — — 262 2 3 

Ottuber ■— — — 427 iz 9 

November — — 453 93 

Current Rupees 177C 23 6 


On the fale of houfes, boats, floops, and all 
fums recovered by decree or award in the Cnt- 
cherry, the Company draw a commiflion of five 
per cent. 

On every (lave brought and regiftered in the 
Cutcherry, the purchafer pays duty to the Com¬ 
pany of four Rupees four Annaes. 

On every Pattab granted, the Company lcceives 
a falamy of four Rupees four Annaes. 

On all atbitratipn bonds entered into by ap¬ 
pointment, in the Cutcherry, each patty pays 20 
Punds of Cowries. 

On every general releafe executed by older of 
Cutchciry, each paity pays eight Annaes. 


For 
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'For every licence of marriage, the Company 
receive three Rupees Sicca fiom each party ; bm 
the poor are often remitted this fee. 

On all difputes between the Company's tenants, 
touching the property of ground *, where there ap¬ 
peals caufe for meafuring their refpeftive grounds, 
each party pays a rufley falamy of one Rupee. 

On every new floop built by the natives, the 
Company receive a falamy of 50 Rupees to xoo 
Rupees, according to her burden. 

On every mortgage-bond regifteied in Cut- 
cherry, the Company leceive from the moitgager 
five per cent on the fum advanced by the mort¬ 
gagee* 

On all rice exported, the Company’s duty is 
1 Seer 8 Che. per Maund, and has produced for 
the laft fix years, from Rupees 1129, to Rupees 
4 557i per annum: total on the whole fix years, 
18979 Rupees. The ufual feafon. for exportation, 
are the months of Auguft, September, December, 
January and February. 

The whole amount of the Mooriannoe Cowries 
is now brought to credit, diftindtly fiom the Et- 
jiacks; and at a medium produces the neareft four 
Rupees per diem, or 120 Rupees per menfem, or 
1440 per annum , the fervants wages employed on 
monthly pay, in the branch of Etlacks, comes to 
Rupees 443 fo that here is a demonftrative gain of 
Rupees per annum 912, and points out a very 
confiderable fum the Company have!* been injured 
in this Teeming tufling article of Mooriannoes, 
which I can trace only brought to credit to the 
amount of 20 Rupees in two months, anno 1742. 

On importation of Batavia and Armenian Ar¬ 
rack, not again exported, the Company receive a 
duty of two Rupees and four Annaes, per leager. 

On every order for public notice by beat of 
drum, account the lofs of flave, cow, horfe, &c f 

the 
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the Company receive one Cowand and one Pond 
of Cowries, from the party requefting fuch public 
notice. 

36th. Thus, I think, I have laid before your 
Honour, See. every branch of duties and revenues 
relative to the Zemindary, John Nagoie excepted, 
but if my future knowledge in this mtncate branch 
of the Company’s bufinefs fhould point out to me 
wherein I have been defeftive, I fhall beg leave 
from time to time to reprefent it to the Board, 
as well as every other method wheieby the le- 
venues may ftill be improved or put on a better 
footing. The produce arifing on the daily current 
bufinefs of the Cutcherry, you will obferve to 
fpring from articles, that in their natuie are fo pre¬ 
carious, as to make it ( impracticable the forming 
any exaft efhmation of the gain that may refulc 
from them, fo that I will only compaie the credits 
of laft year, in the fame months with thofe fince I 
have had the honour of filling this polt. 

Daily Collections. 

Anno 1751. July — — 474 15 o 

Augufl: — — 482 u o 

September — 1 — 724 13 3 

Oftober — — 78 b! 6 o 

November — — 634 ij o 

Current Rupees 3105 2 3 


Apno 175Z. July — — 717 8 0 

Auguft — — 1556 S 3 

Sept 19 days — 1007 7 6 

Otlober — — 2245 13 9 

November ■—* — 2798 11 j 

Current Rupees 8986 o 9 


Your Honour, &c. are fenfible I began not to 
aft in the office till near the middle of July, and 
that my attentions to the frauds of the under fer- 

vants 
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vants in the Cutcherry mud have been greatly 
taken off by the ferutiny you oidcred into the con 
du£t of Govindram Metre, fo that tor the lirfl 
month or two, it muff not be wondered ur, it 3 
could not airive at a proper knowledge of the cur¬ 
rent bufinefs. However, it is now clear to me 
that the advance on the daily collections Cutcherry 
at the lowed eftiiflate, will confiderably cxcccc 
1000 Rupees per menfem, or 12000 Rupees pel 
annum; and I fhall beg leave to clofe this head, 
with throwing into one total, the demonftrative 
future annual gam to the Company, redlining from 
your Honour, &c. falutary orders and influence. 

By charges Zemindary reduced Rupees 10000 per Annum- 
Advance on the fale of the farms — 20658 for tins yeol 

The duflutary pa d into the treafury 6457 
Daily collections Cutcherry increas'd 12000 

Current Rupees 49115 


g^th. The out towns of Banian Pooker, Pugg 
la Danga, Tenggra and Dullond, obtained fird a 
place in the revenues, June anno 1746, under the 
general head of John Naggore *, they contain 228 
Bega, if Cotta of ground, for which the Com¬ 
pany pay one Sicca Rupee per Bega per annum. 
John Naggore feems to have produced annually 
to the Company, arifing on the different articles 
of ground-rent, falamys on Pottas, burdened oxen, 
markets levenues from June 1746, to May 1752 
inclufive, viz. 

Anno 1746 — — 

1747 “ — 

1748 — “ 

>749 — — 

> 75 ° — — 

1751 to May 175Z 


Deduct 


— 674 14 9 

>— 1010 3 9 

“ 1249 5 3 

— 1182 5 9 

“ >354 5 9 
1500 11 9 

----6971 15 0 
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Brought forward, Rupees 6971 15 o 
Deduft ground-rent paid the Ra -1 j^ 0 g g ^ 


1 


jah, and other Zemindars 

- Charges repairing John'") 
Nagore's roadB, Cutcherry 
and Chowkey hcmfes, for 
which the Company are 
only debted in then ac¬ 
count revenues. 

-Further charges, as per 
Metre’s letter to thcBoa^d, 
under date 3d November, 
account Salamys and pre- 
fents made the Rajah for ! , 

his 42 Bega of ground, { 9 * 
which, as Metre aflerts, is " 
thrown into the charge of 
repairing roads and brid¬ 
ge*. 


311 14 O 


■27S2 4 g 


Cuirent Rupees 4189 10 3 


That the Company have had equal juftice done 
them in this, with eveiy other article of their re¬ 
venues, will appear to your Honour, &c. beyond 
a doubt, from the following produce during the 
five laft months, without any new tax or imports , 
laid on the tenants and I will venture to promife 
thefe towns (hall be more beneficial to our Ho¬ 
nourable Matters, as foon as the morp important 
concerns of the office will give me leilure to vifit 
them, and make a more particular ferutiny into, 
them. 

Net produce of John Nagore, Anno 1752. 

July — — — 152 15 3 

Auguft — — 175 10 9 

September 19 days — — 129 o 6 

Otlober — *— 548 9 9 

November — — — 118 4 6 

Current Rupees 1124 8 9 


I 


I cannot 
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I cannot with propriety quit John Nagore, wii 
out advifing you that application has been made 
me, by one of Rajah Kifien Chund’s GomaftaJ 
for an annual Salamy, or prefent (exclufive of t 
ground-rent) paid on account of the 42 Begti 
ground the Company hold of him, in the ol 
towns; to which I have given for anfwer, that 
fuch charge appears on the Company’s books, aj 
that I could by no means admit of it, as it w 
highly derogatory to their honour, m which I Im 
I meet your approval; and fubmit it to your II 
nour, &c. whether this charge of Govindra 
Metre’s, is not demonftratively calculated only 
make up his fallacious accounts of lepaning tJ 
roads; for himfelf holds of the Rajah, to tl 
amount of about 2000 Bega'of ground, in his di 
ferent pofiefiions at Charnock, Kilfenpoor, Bah 
golly, and Hocul Koorea, for which an annu 
ialamy fiomhim, may have been necelTaiy ; but 
truft your Honour, &c. will not fuffer the Con 
pany to be faddled with a charge, that I am coi 
vinced was never paid on their account, and whic 
would be fo extremely difhonourable for them t 
fubmit to. To which permit me to add, that 
this annual Salamy and prefent had been a&uall 
paid, there is not a (hew of reafon why the Com 
pany was not openly charged with it, which the' 
have not been. 

I muft now carry your Honour, &c. back to m 1 
31ft paragraph, in which I give you, at one view 
the annual increafe on the fades of the'farms fron 
1738, by which it appears they were increafed ii 
anno 1751, in very near a duplicate proportion 
and from thence it might naturally have been ex 
pedted, the annual net balance paid into the trea 
fury, would have increafed in the fame propoi non 
as the fame caufes which influence the advance 
on the farms, muft from the nature of tiling' 

equally 
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equally influence every other branch of the re¬ 
venues, viz. the increafe of inhab tnt'i, and con- 
fequenily the greater confumption of every article 
on which the levenues arife, demonflrable from the 
immenfe difference in the Bazar prices of therrj 
even to the lowelt root or heibage, wh'ch enter 
into the food of the common people ; but how un¬ 
accountable mull it appeal, when we find that fo 
far are the annual net balances paid into the trea- 
fury, from being increafed in their duplicate pro¬ 
portion, that, by the following abftratt fiom the 
general books, we find they have noL increafed in 
any proportion at all, but the contrary. 

Abstract of the net balances of Lhe Revenues, 
paid annually into the treafnry, from April 
1738, to April anno 175a, lnclufive. 
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6 6 

* 744 > 

to 

1745—39 202 

*4 

0 

17383 t0 

1 7 j 9 — 39 2 73 

13 3 

*7 4 *. 

to 

1746—32858 

11 

0 

1739, to 

1740—42518 

* 3 

1746. 

to 

1 7 + 7 - 34755 

7 

9 

1740, to 

1741—38062 

1 3 0 


to 

17 18—30124 

1 1 

6 

1741, to 

1742—15656 

13 0 

1748, 

to 

1 74 9 37679 

- 

3 

1742, to 

> 7-13 — 17^7 

10 0 
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0 
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By calling out the middle year 1744 to 17454, 
your Honour* &:c. will obferve that the net pro¬ 
duce of the revenues in the fiifl feven years, ex¬ 
ceeded the net produce in the lattei feven years by 
Rupees 7399 2 9, which at firft fight would ap¬ 
pear an incident very amazing, when we fee the 
farms increafed in a duplicate proportion ; buc 
when you confider the foregoing fheets, and the 
feenes fo lately laid before you, I believe the caufes 
will be too obvious longer to otcafion any great 
wonder, or to require my giving you the trouble 
of a fai ther explication ; therefore Ihould now 
relieve you by doling this very long addiefs, did 
not a letter laid before the Board by Govindram 

R Metre* 
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Mitre, nndvi* date the -ioth November, Hud 
call toi a itply hom me, which I cannot mo 
pioperly convey to you than in the channel oi'th 
work, as it is fo pertinent to my lubjcd. Yo' 
Honour, &c. was plea'ed the uli, on motion fi o 
a member of the boaid, to outer Metre to be talk 
bcfoie the Council, and afked how it came co pal 
the farms fold fo much higher this year dun the 
did the hit ? I wdl not enquire what motive urpi 
this queflion at this particular junduie, only wn 
all iubmillion fay, it never could have been move 
for, or granted with lefs piopriety * Jor thefe ic. 
fons- It is no longer ago than the nth Oftobi 
that a majority of the Boaid voted (in m y humb 
judgment, conlraiy to the vciy nature and eftem 
of ti uft and fervitude, as well as to Metie’-s ov 
ronceffion) that Metre was nut from the nature ( 
hi? office in truft for the Company , then, to wlu 
tnd this queflion ? for as he was deemed not i 
trull, lie confiquently could not be deemed ac 
countable: Why, Gentlemen, was not this quel 
tion aiked lum the lift year, when on Mr. Banow’ 
knowledge of his being the farmer, the Salt Fain 
was fold at public outcry, and produced 1601 
Rupees moie than it did the year before ? Why wa 
he not afked the like queflion, when, on the lain 
intelligence, Mr. Manningham, by previous am 
public notice given of the iale of the two latte 
petitions of the gieat Bazar to the highed bidder 
obtained icoo Rupees mare fn it than it producei 
the piecedmg jearf Had you. Gentlemen, been lef 
attentive to whatever c.uifes uiged this motion anc 
queflion, you would haye been more fo to wliai 
has been befo.eyou, and would have been ieniible 
that the farms (the Gunge excepted) were fo fai 
from felling at an advanced rate this year, that in 
truth they have fold for leis than they did the pre¬ 
ceding one, though Metie, and not our Honourable 
Mailers, was the gainer y winch gain the majoiity 

voted 
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voted he was not accountable for. Had due regard 
been paid to my letter o" the 13th Auguft, your 
Honour, &c. would have recolledted that Soota 
Nutty market, and Suba Buzar, with their depen¬ 
dant feven farms, fold in 1749, 1750, and 1751,' 
(the years Metre confefies he held them in fidtitious 
names) as follows, wherein I fhall beg leave to 
remind you at one view of the Company’s credits. 
Metre’s gain, and the fales for the prefent year. 
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It is pretty plain, I believe, now to your Ho¬ 
nour, &c. what little real foundation them was for 
this queftion at the jundtuie it was moved for, and 
granted j and I wilh it may not appeal fumcihin? 
ftrange to our Honourable lunployers that, in- 
Head of it, Metre was not aflked, how the above 
farms the three lail years came to fell foi lu mirii 
more on his own account than he favoured the 
Company with? Had you, Gentlemen, done me 
the honour of afking me the queihon you pur to 
Metie (to whom I mull think it mme piojerly 
belonged) I fhould, in few words, have mini mid 
you of two very obvious caulcs, whiJi I coiicluc 
occafioned fo much more to be biought to the 
Company’s credit on their farms this yeai th.in was 
the laft, or any heietofoic, viz lit, Public and 
unbiafied fale to the belt biddei. 2dJy, Mi tie not 
having it in his power to keep the Salt Fairn, rhe 
Gieat Bazar, the Vermillion Faun, Soota Nuitn 
Haut, Suba Bazar, the feven Depen lane I arms, 
&c. in his own hands, at what price lie plcafed. 
Your Honour, &c. muft fmile when you rcEeft 
on the labour Govindi am Metre has taken in his 
faid letter of the 20th November, to account for a 
fa£t that does not exill, fince I have proved, and 
he has confeiled, the above Dims fold laft year in 
reality fo»- Rupees 693 moie than they have this; 
which verifies a conclufion I have made elft where, 
that notwirhftanding oui utmoft afliduitv, it will 
hardly be in our power to make that gain on the 
Company’s levenues, ihtt he has dune whillt un¬ 
der Jus condmli. the obove fauns Weie thole onlv 
I was then enabled fully to deteft him in ; but I 
will conclude fitmlar rctHods weie uhd in the dif- 
pofalof the reft, as they have fold this year at a 
pioportional advance on the credits of laft year. 
To conclude, 1 will fuppoll* the fadt which Me tie 
would account for., and yet the folution winch he 

has 
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lias fo artfully and fpccioufly drawn out, muft ap- 
pear to have no folid foundation on the flighted 
examination, for it is impoflible the deainefs or 
cheapnefs of grain can much influence the rife or 
fall of the revenues, though the duty is colleifled 
on the grofs files, foi if this is enhanced by a year 
of fen 1 city, a ^eai of plenty will make the balance 
neatly equal to ihe farmer, by the larger quantity 
urpoitcd for his pofition, that the confumptinn 
mull be nearly equ il, is alfo very fallacious, or wc 
fliould not have beheld the multitude we have this 
feafon dead, and dying in our fticets, or the many 
thoufands of Walking fkeletons this fcaicity has 
produced , nor fliould I have been witnefs to fo 
many affli&ing mllances of parents felling their 
children foi a Rupee a-piece, or giving them away 
for want of food to fuppcrt them, if the confump- 
tion had been nearly equal. But fads fpeak thern- 
Iclves: it is evident tliia fcaicity has not influenced 
the tevenues, 01 if it has, that in truth it has 
influenced ihem in a fenfe oppofite to what he 
would piove, as the farms produced more lad 
year, though grain, at the time they fold, was 
more than as plcnLifi.il again Lhan it has been this 
year; that the Gunge fliould fell for fo much more 
this year than ever it did, is to me not fo aflonifh- 
ing, as that it has not always produced it vely 
nearly, at lead for many years lad pad. The 
annual imports of rice to the Gunge, from the 
bed information I can acquire, amount at lead to 
400,000 Maunds, on which the farmer’s duty on 
the impoiter of 9 Pice Sicca per Rupee, and his 
duty ftom the buyer of Koyally of 1 Seer. 4 Ch. 
per Rupee, comes to 7 Rupees 13 Annaes j per 
cent, edimating 1 Maund per Rupee; and if we 
add the Poudaiy, Foorea, and the duty of 3 Pice 
Sicca per Rupee on the articles ipecified in my 5th 
paragraph, we (hall find, on an average, that the 
R 3 farme 
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farmer collefb above 9 per cent, on the whole cu 
the imports at the Gunge ; but if we eftimatc only 
on the 8 per cent, the neareft which he collc&s on 
rice, we {hall find his duty on 400,000 Maunds, 
at 1 Maund per Rupee, will yield 32,000 Rupees. 
Eight years out of fifteen that the Gunge has been 
farmed, it has been held by Metre wholly or m 
part: and further, to difproye his reafons in the 
abovementioncd letter, he pays for it in 1747, 
Rupees 17,002, though rice was from Auguft to 
December, from 1 Maund to 1 Maund 15 Seer, 
per Rupee $ and the year following he pays 18,203 
Rupees for it, and rice from 33 Seer. 1 Maund 
10 Seer per Rupee, and though I believe thcie 
never was a greater piofpetft of plenty than the 
enfuing year promifes, yet it has fold for Rupees 
22,760, which is quite fufhnent to evince, that 
other caufes than dearnefs or cheapness of giain, 
&c. have influenced the rife and fall of the revenue. 
"What thofe were, and the farther inveftigation of 
them, I muft fubmit to your Honour, &c. as well 
as the redrefs I muft humbly infift is due on the 
behalf of our Honouiable Employers, That inju¬ 
rious advantages have been made of their levenues, 
I have pioved beyond a doubt, on you, Gentle¬ 
men, it lies to determine where, and to what ules 
they have been fequeftered. I am moft refpeft- 
fully, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
Fort William, 

15th December, 1752, J* Z. H. Zemin , 

B Y the foregoing ftate of your revenues Zemin- 
dary, you fee, that in the very infancy of 
Mr. Holwell’s reform, an increafe in this brand, 
to the amount of 50001. is demonftrated ; which, 
year by year, ftill fwelled, and produced in April 
' 11 preceding 
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preceding the capture of Fort William, 10,000 1 . 
per annum gamed and faved to the Company, by 
the fair file of the farms, ledudhon of unnecefiary 
charges, and the colledions of their Cutcherry 
being duly bioughc to ciedit. Mr. Hoi well, in 
Ins lentitnents laid before your Uire< 5 lors, only 
pointed out an mcreale of 30,000 Rupees per 
annum , but on his ai rival in India, and dilmiffion 
cf the Itanding Deputy, (againft whom now every 
mouth was opened) eveiy day pioduced difco- 
venes cf frauds committed in every branch of this 
complicated office for 28 or 30 yeais preceding; 
for proof of wluuh we need only mention to yuii, 
that under this Gentleman’s adminillration, there 
was p.id net money into your treasury 114,000 
Rupees fur tveiy 12 months, and that theic was 
a moral ceitainty the ciedits of the year 1756, 
(when your prelidency was taken) would have 
yielded net 120,000 Rupees 3 a linking difference, 
when you fee this office ncvei bcfoie, on a medium, 
pioduced you inoic than 40,000 Rupees per an¬ 
num-Here was a vciy impoitant addition to 

your eflate, when confidered (as it leally was) an 
addition in petpmuty.—Let us only eftimate it at 
10,000 1. per annum for 30 years, you fee an ac- 
ceflion of 300^000!. and at the fame time you will 
fee how immense die lois you have fuftained, whiltt 
that arch plundeiei Govindram Mctie was entiufled 
with the executive power of this office ■—After all, 
the teim fo olten made ule of, maeaje of the reve- 
mtes , has been improperly applied; for as Mr. 
Hoi well vety jutlly older ves m ieveral of his lec- 
teis to us, he cannot lo propeiiy be laid to have 
increaled your 1 evenues 1 Zeinmdary ; for, on the 
contraiy, he idLher 1 educed them by abohfhing fix 
cf your farms, which, he thought, dilhonourcd 
you, and opprefied the poor under your protec¬ 
tion 3 his merit confilted only in the reform of" the 
R 4 office^ 
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office, and taking care that the real produce of the 
revenues anting from it, were honeflly and duly 
brought to your credit.— 

Hear the fenie of your Couit of Dire&ors on this 
acquifition, and their fentiments ot this Gentle¬ 
man’s integrity and abilities in their fcvcral gene¬ 
ral letters to the board of Calcutta. 

General Letter per Ship Pelham, under date 
23d Januaiy, 1754. 

P A R. 69. “ Mr. Hoi well has fully nnfwered 
“ onr expectations, in regulating and con- 
“ dufting the office of Zemindar; and has, by the 
“ confiderable increafe cf the revenues, lelulting 
“ from his good management, and by tianfmitLing 
“ to us, fuch a clear and intelligible account of 
the nature and ftate of them, convinced us of 
u what we long fufpeCted, that we have been moll 
grofsly impofed on in this branch of our affairs.” 
Par. 74. “ Mr. Holwell’s whole conduct in this 
“ affair has been entirely to our fatisfaflion i and 
“ his abilities, z^al, and application to ferve us are 
“ fo lufliciently apparent, that wc are fatisfied it 
“ will be in his power, if no obftrudtions are 
“ thrown in ms way, to prove himfelf a veiy valu- 
w able fervant to the Company •, we Hr dl therefore 
“ expect, as you value our futuie favour, that you 
<s give him not only all neceflary countenance and 
“ affiftance in his particular ftation of Zemindar, 
“ but alfo in whatfoever he Ihall point out, 01 mti- 
u mate, may be of fcrvice to the Company in any 
“ other bianch of our affairs.” 

Par. 76. “ We mufl here remark, that the office 
“ of Zemindar is of fo complicated a nature, and 
“ the bufinefs fo various and burthenfome, that 
“ it is almoft impofflble it fhould be conducted 
tf under the direction of oneperfon; you are theie- 

“ foie 
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6t fore to confider, whether it may not be divideo 
* c into feveiai branches, to be managed by different 
“ perfons ; and, if you think fuch an alteration 
“ may be of general utility, you aie to point out 
“ the proper methods of raiding it into execution. 
“ In propoling Rich adivifiun, we have a view not 
“ only to the general utility, which may be the 
“ lefult, but likewife to cafe Mi. Hoi well, as far 
tc as is confident, from the heavy load of bufinefs 
“ he bboms under, that we may have the benefit 
“ of his abilities, in other matenal branches of 
(t oui affairs. ’ 


When this letter, and thit of the 31ft, which im¬ 
mediately follows, were difpatched to Bengal, your 
Couit of Diredlois confifted of the following 
Gentlemen, viz. 


William Bdker, Efq, Chair¬ 
man, 

Richard Chaunc^y, Efq, De¬ 
puty. 

William Biaund, Efq; 
Robert Booth, Llq, 
Clinilopbei Burrow, Efq; 
Charles Cutts, Efq; 

Pc r er Ducanc, Efq; 

Abel Fonnercm, Efq; 

Peter Godfrey, Efq, 

Charles Gough, Efq; 

John Hope, Efq, 


Michael Fmpey, Efq; 
Stephen Law, Elq, 
Nii-holas I.inwood, Efq; 
Wtlhaiti Mabbot, Efq, 
John Payne, Efq; 

I-Iemy Plant, Efq; 
Thomas Phipps, Efq; 
Joiicb Raymond, Efq; 
Thomas Rous, Efq, 
Whichcot Turner, Efq; 
Timodiy Tully, Efq; 
William Willy, Efq; 
James Wintei, Elq; 


General Llttlr per Ship Eaflcourt, under date 
the 31/ January, 1755. 

P AR. 7;d. tc We have, with great attention, 
“ perilled and confidered Mi. Holwell's ftate 
“ of our revenues at Calcutta, Mr. Funkland’s 
68 remaiks, Mr. Holwelfs reply, and the other 
M papers relative thereto ; and we muft, in juftice 
to Mr. Holwell, acquaint you, that he accounts 

“ for 
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tE for the miftakes which have happened in th it 
*« ftate, in a manner that convinces us they were 
<c mere inadvertencies, and no ways calculated to 
«« impafe upon us,•—that he has evidently mcicaJed 
« our revenues to a very confiderable amount, 
« without impofing any new duties, or oppi effing 
« the poor, but on the contrary, icveral old dimes 
« have been abolillied, and the poor in many 
« c inftances relieved. And we mu lb, asafuithcr 
<c piece of juflice to him, add, that the mfinua- 
“ tions of his raifing his own character with us at 
“ the expence of the reputations of other Gcntlc- 
« men who preceded him in his office of Zemindar, 
“ are entirely without foundation. In Ihort, his 
« integrity, capacity, and application, have ren- 
“ dered him fo well worthy our notice, that we are 
« determined moft heartily to countenance and 
“ protect him in all his endeavours to lerve the 
“ Company. 57 

Par. 74. “ It was very natural to expert, when 
« a piece of fuch importance as Mr. Holwell's 
« State of Revenues was laid before you, which 
“ was folong ago as the 17th of December, 1752, 
“ that you fhould have given it a fpeedy and ferious 
“ confideration, in-order to have infoimed us of 
** your fentiments, upon an affair of fuch a com- 
“ plicated nature-, but how great is our difappoint- 
« ment and furprize to find you have not, from 
“ that time, to the difpatch of the Falmouth in 
<£ the beginning of March laft, conlidered it at a 
<c board, fo as to come to any refolution or 
“ opinion for our information , but have trani- 
“ mitted to us the remarks of one member only ; 
££ who, notwithftanding what you fay in your 
“ letter of the 4th January, 1754, does not 
appear upon the face of any of your con- 
“ fultations, to have been authonfed to colleft 
and make remarks for your information, as 

“ oughr 
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* £ ought to have been done, if you intended to 
K have proceeded with any regularity in an affair 
M ( of fuch confequencc , and it is very obfervable, 
** that thofe lemarks were defigncdly, as we have 
“ reafon to believe, deliveied info laie in the fedfon, 
“ as rendered it extremely difficult for Mr. Holwell 
“ to leply to them in time, to obviate the lmpief- 
<L fions they might ha\e made on us, to his pie- 
£t jiidice. But however well qualified Mi Frank- 
ee land may be, to execute a woik of fuch a nature, 
££ it cughc to have been the bufinels of a com- 
“ m,ttje, legularly appointed for the purpofc, 
“ ard not t! e refult ol the voluntaiy enquuy of one 
“ perfon only , and we fhall be gieatly difap- 
ee i ointed, if we do not find you took that method 
££ upon the departuie of the Falmouth, fo as that 
“ we may receive, by the next fhip at faiLheft, a 
<£ full ami fatisfadtery account of your pioceedings 
** and fentimenrs upon this aftau.” 

Par. 94. “ Mr. Holwell has highly mciitcd our 
ee paiticular notice and encouragement, and the 
“ lcafl that we can do for him, is to let him life 
“ in our iervice, equally with the 1 eft of our fer- 
“ vants W'e do therefore heieby annul and make 
te void the leftndlion of our commands, of the 
cc 8th January, 1752, by which he was fixed as 
t£ 12th and laft in council, and to lemain fo with- 
ct out nfing to a fuperioi lank therein; and we 
“ diredb, that on receipt of thi=, Mr Howell 
C£ take rank, and his feat at the board, according 
tc to the time of his arrival at Bengal, m the fame 
“ manner as if no fuch leftiidlion had been made; 
“ that is to fa}', next below Mr. Matthew Collet; 
“ but however, it is our meaning and direction, 
“ that Mr. Holwell do Hill continue Zemindar, 
“ and that he is not to quit that poll without our 
J 6 leave/* 
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General Letter per Sb-p Ilcliefter, uuJer ilu* 
the i$tb March, 1757. 

P AR. 156. “Having with great attention con- 
“ fulercd the flute of oui Zcmindary, Liming 
“ the time it has been under the management of 
“ Mi. Holwell, it is apparent to us from die ac- 
“ counts you have transmitted, that our revenues 
“ in Bengal have been gicatly incicaied, and that 
“ this has been clone without impofing any new 
“ duties, or opprefling the poor ; if it had bten 
“ otherwife, you would, and ought to have given 
“ us the neceflaiy informations. With idped to 
“ the judicial part of his office, we mult take 11 
“ for granted, that he has adted with the gicarHl 
“ integiity and lenity 5 as theie appears nothing to 
“ the contrary upon the face of your confultation n , 
“ where we muft have found u, had there been 
“ any reafons to have appealed from his decrees.” 

Par. 157. “ Confidenng therefore the great ler- 
“ vice Mr. Holwell has already done, and the 
“ further fervice we have the greateft reafon to 
“ believe he will ftill lender to the Company j wc 
“ do agree to allow him an additional falary of four 
“ thoufand current Rupees per annum to his foi- 
“ mer one of two thoufand Rupees, making to- 
“ gether the fum of fix thoufand cuirent Rupees 
“ a year, to commence from the date of this letter ; 
“'this falary is to be paid him fo long as he con- 
“ tinues in the poll of Zemindar, and is to be ui 
“ lieu of all fees and pciqiufltes whatever ; but 
“ it is our pleafure he continue in the rank and 
“ ftanding in council'he fliall be in at the time this 
“ letter fhall come to your hands, and not rife to 
“ a higher ftatipn therein without our further 
“ orders.” 


The 
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The Gentlemen who compofed your Court of 
Diiedors at the Ilchefter’s Diipatch weie as fol¬ 
lows, viz. 

Roger Drake, Efq; Chan roan, Robert Booth, Efq; 

Peter Godfic/, LJq; Dfputy, ChnJiopliei Buiruw, Efq; 
"Willi,im Harwell, Elq, (Jhprles Chambeis, Elq, 

H U. Boulton, Elq, Sn James Cieed, 

John Boyd, Efq, John Doirien, Efq, 

Nuh Ntwnham, jun. Efq, John Manfhip, Elq, 

Thimas Phipps, tfq, Henry Plant, Elq, 

"tV Inch. Turner, Efq; r l homas Rous, Elq, 

Charles Ccu£,h, Elq; I-kniy Savaje, Elq, 

Robeit Jones, ETq, I.awiuicc £>ulEv*n, Efq; 

JohnPajne, Elq, Timothy Tulhe, Efq, 

Jones Raymond, Efq; IvLixim Weltcir, Elq, 

You have aheady feen in the Nairative before 
inferted, what vanous fortunes and difficulties Mr. 
Holwell had to encounter towaids the end of the 
year 1757, and beginning of 1758, andhowatlaft 
he was diipofed ol', and appointed, by 14 of the 
new Directors fucceeding in April 58, 9th in 
Council at Bengal , divcftcd ol his poll, and the 
falary to which in March 1757 he had been allotted 
by 10 of thefe very 14 who now degiade him.— 

Meflis. Baker, Chauncy, andMahbot, who had 
particularly patronized and fuppoi ted him, had al¬ 
ready quitted the direction of your affaiis ; MefTrs. 
Bayne, Jones Raymond, Newnham, Jones, Drake, 
with moft of the 15 who had promoted him in. 
1758, foon aftei dilqualifcd thcmlelves* fo that 
Mr. Holwell found himfclf abandoned to the rage 
and power of that faction, who had ever ftiewn 
the llrongeft propenfity to his rum, though every 
man of them had repeatedly gi,vcn the fan&ion of 
their hands to his acknowledged zeal, mtegnty , anil 
capacity. 

Thus circumftanceJ was Mr. Holwell, when the 
neceflity of recoveung a loft and broken fortune, as 
well as conftitution, forced fubmiflionj he re¬ 
turned 
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turned in the Warren, Captain (Jlover, foi lJenn.il, 
where he arrived with unabated zeal for your ime- 
retls ■ and with thn noble 2nd elevated lenciment, 
(frequently exprefied in his letters to us) “ thatic 
st would be cruel and unjuft, a whole body of 
* £ people, and many among them widows and 
orphans, Ihould fufferfor the ingratitude, partial 
<c and felf-interefled views of their tmjlees ; and 
■* that he had in his heart (and hoped ever fhould) 
tc always made thisjuft diftinCbon between the body 
et of Proprietors, and their Directors.”—A lhort 
period gave him an opportunity of mamfefting 
this principle. 

The lands ceded to the Company by Jaffier 
Aly Khan, diflinguifhed by the name of the 24 
Purgunnahs, had been held mthe Company’s hands, 
and in the fpace of 16 months had pioducrd net 
about 384,000 Rupees, exclufive of 222,000 for 

Colonel Clive’s Jagire.-This fmall produce, 

from fo large a territory, drew Mr. Holwell’s at¬ 
tention ; he reflected, that if the trifling diftrict of 
the Zemindary of Calcutta was capable of yielding 
a net profit 01 120,000 Rupees a year, that of the 
24 Purgunnahs ought to yield moie than double 
what it appeared to do.—Upon this reflection, he 
laboured to acquire the real value of thofe lands, 
which, after about three months indefatigable pli¬ 
cate fearch, he effected, and found the fame chain 
of rogueries here, that he had traced in the Zemin¬ 
dary Calcutta i and that their fpecific worth greatly 
exceeded his firft conjecture. 

The board of Calcutta feemed fenfible that fame 
other meafure muft.be adopted, than that of keep¬ 
ing thele lands 111 the Company’s hands, but were 
greatly divided in opinion which to chufe, amon® 
the many expedients propofed. 0 

Mr. Holwell, thus fully armed, threw the fol¬ 
lowing letter into the board, 

to 
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To the JVciJhipful Charles Manmngham, Efq\ &c. 
Council. 

Worfhipful Sll and Slis, Calcutta, June II, 1759. 

I Beg leave to trouble you with a few Jentiment? 

on the dilpolal of the Company’s lands, which, 
has for fome time pad: been the object of our coun¬ 
cils , the fub|e£t is of impoitance to our Honoura¬ 
ble Employers, and cannot be too much deliberated 
upon. 

I believe we are all unanimous in fome circum- 
ftances which more particularly lequire our at¬ 
tention in this affair, to wit, the honour of the 
Company, the acquiring a perfeft knowledge of 
the value of the lands, the making this branch of 
the revenues lefs complicate and intricate, as well 
as lefs expenfive in the collecting ;—but with re- 
fpett to the means, we feem not quite fo clear.— 
Any one gentleman declaring fully his opinion on 
your conmltations, may poflibly make us unani¬ 
mous here alfo. 

The ftep we are already determined in, of divert¬ 
ing the farmer of all power in the royalties and 
judicial authorities of the Purgunnahs, bids fair 
for the fecunty of the Company’s honour, as thefe 
articles heretofore, being alfo farmed, became the 
fource of heavy cruelties and oppieffions on the 

tenants.-But ftill theie feems to be fomethmg 

wanting, to give us a peifeft fecunty in this par¬ 
ticular ;—and that is, to take the utmoft care in 
our power, that the whole body ot the lands do 
not, by any junto or piivate confederacy, fall into 
the hands of people with whom we fhould not 
tiuft any part of our own foi tunes or confidence. 
I am uiged to this precaution, from the propofal 
laid beloie you the fourth inftant, by fix or 
feven confpicuous natives of the fettlemenr, of an 
advance of 110,001 Rupees on the whole lands. 

With 
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With rcfpedt to their propofal, I will only add an 
offer of io,ooo llupees moie per annum, on their 
terms:—Not that I wifh myldf, or any one die, 
in poOeflion of them on terms fo vague and artful. 

That keeping the lands in our hands will never 
lead us to a knowledge of their real value, is now 
(to me) pioved beyond contradiction.—Some of 
thofe who figned the propofal of the fourth ore well 
converfant in the natuie of their undertaking; and 
better judges (bill (as I am informed) aie con¬ 
cerned, though, as yet, they aft behind the cur¬ 
tain; and to me it is inconceivable, that thefe 
Eaftein Machiavels in fineffe would oftei filch an 
annual advance, without a moral ceitainiy of ade¬ 
quate gain. In tins pofinon I am flail more con¬ 
firmed, by the advance ofFeied from other quai- 
ters, on diftinft and garbled parts of the Purgun- 
nahs, which in faft exceeds the otbeis. 

If we have been hitherto kept fo far from the 
knowledge of the real value of thefe lands, after 
16 months pofTeflion, what are we to expeft, when, 
from the courfe of the fervice, they are no longer 
under the conduct of the prefent collector, whofc 
knowledge in this branch muff, be greatly fuperior 
to any gentleman that fucceeds him; and whofo 
vigilance in the execution of this truft cannot be 
exceeded. From the experience I have had in infi¬ 
nitely a lefs, though fimilar objeft, I know it is 
impoflible for any one gentleman, with the moll 
extenfive talems and integrity, to fupenntentl this 
revenue in fuch manner as to prevent the Company 
being injured ; his attention cannot be every where; 
confidence muff, be placed in a multitude; and it 
happens moft unluckily, that this confidence cen¬ 
ters from neceflity in a race of people, who, from 
their infancy, aie utter ftrangers to the very idea of 
common faith or honefly. 

2 


The 
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The other plan of difpofing of the lands to the 
multitude of people who have offeied an advance 
on particular parts of each Purgunnah, I have 
ftrong and equal objections to. I am fenfible thefe 
objections fhould have been laid before you fooner ; 
and would, had I thought myielf fooner mailer of 
the fubjeft.—We know not what or who thefe 
people are. I forefec a veiy gieat rifque of defi¬ 
ciencies m the rents, as well as much confufion 
and needlefs expcnce entailed on this expedient, 
and ouifelvcs lemoved as far as ever fiom gaining 
a knowledge of the leal value of this new and im¬ 
portant acquifition. On the whole, therefore, T 
am of opinion, that there is no effectual method to 
arrive at this knowledge, and make the lands yield 
cvny advantage to our Honouiable Employers H 
but by putting them up to public auClion, m finglfc 
Puigunnahs, under the reftriCbons alieady pub- 
lifhed.—People of fubftance will be the only bid¬ 
ders for an entiie Purgunnah ; the bad and unpro¬ 
fitable parts will go with the good and valuable, 
and the rilque of deficiencies in the rents be guarded 
agamfi:; the expences of collecting will, in a man¬ 
ner, be reduced to nothing, and this branch of the 
fervice be rendered lefs complicated and indicate, 
by our having 25 purchafers only to account with 
us, in place of 5 or 600. 

I am, with refpeCt, 

Worfhipful Sir and Sns* 

Your moft obedient humble fervani, 
J. Z. Holwell. 


This leLtcr lay for confideration, the Board fuf- 
pendmg their final lefolution until they wele joined 
by Governor Clive, who was then abfent. On his 
arrival Mr. Holwell communicated to him therefuli 
. S ’ of 
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of his refearches, touching the Purgimnnhs ; and 
at the fame time laid before him the following rili- 
inate he had formed of their real value, ami the 
means by which he had acquiicd his knowledge. 

A model ate Estimate of the value of 24 

Pur qunnahs. 

Magra and SatUll — Slcda Rupees 130,000 
Azeemabad — — 90*000 

MoraGoflce — — 1 90,000 

Mydon Moll, Ekubberpore, Pyclu Koolee 90,000 
Bunidge Huee, Ekcsaipore — 

Gurr — -—■ — 

Hottragur, My da — 

Ballea, Buflutidree — — 

Calcutta, Am rpore, Ma inpore, Pykon 
Shiwpoie, Shawnagorc, Karry Juree, 

Durean Sagur — — 

Coffpore ■—■ —■■ 

Northern Purgunnah — 

SiCca Rupees 750,000 per ann. 


The firfl: time the council met, the debate upon 
the Purgunnahs was refumedj and Mr. HolwelPs 
letcer or the nth of June read a fecond time, 
when Governor Clive did him the honour to declare 
the reafons he gave for putting thofe lands up to 
public Tale were unmfwerable ; which concuriing 
with the fentiments of the Board, it was unani- 
moufly refolved to throw the Purgunnahs into 15 
lots, and farm them out for three years eeituin to 
the higheft biddei at public auction, referving to 
the Company the royalties of the lands, as the 
< judicial power, fines, confifcations, buncd tfcaluies, 
&c. &c.—They were accordingly fold, and pro¬ 
duced feven Lack, fixty-five thoufand, feven hun¬ 
dred Sicca Rupees, 15,700 Rupees beyond what 
Mr. Holwell had eftimated they would produce 
per annum. Let us add the produce of the royal¬ 
ties,, very model ately eftimated at one Lack and 

a half 


75,003 

15,006 

35.000 

70,000 

65,000 

28,000 

lo,or© 
52,000 
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a half a year ; the whole gives 9 Lack, 15,700, 
befidea the value and produce of a large rra£t of 
land, taken fiom the Pnrgunnahs next adjoining to 
Calcutta, to enlarge its bounds. We will not fay 
what thanks were due, on this occafion, to the 
zeal, integnty, and capacity of the gentleman we 
are defending-, we leave that to your candour.— 
Thcfe were the inferior Manceuvres which the ano¬ 
nymous propagator of fcandal in his pamphlet of 
March 6th, farcafficallv mentions as refle&ions 
upon this gentleman^ character.—But we do not 
Hop here:—We piocecd to fhew you, his attention 
and capacity was not confined to this branch of 
your revenues and lands only , in order to which, 
we fhall infert the following letter from Mr. Hol- 
well, to a gentleman who, a few years paff, was 
at the head of your affairs at home ; to whofe in- 
tegnty, abilities and application you Hand, we will 
be bold to fay, as highly indebted, as to any gen¬ 
tleman that ever fat in your diredhon—We have 
hii permilTion for this libeity ; and indeed, the m- 
feitingic is, in fome foit, neceffaiy to confirm and 
explain fa&s jnH now recited, that you may not 
think we have picked them up to anfwcr any pre¬ 
fen t purpofe. 

To JOHN PAYNE, Ffa 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 30, 1759. 

T O Ihorten my remarks on the important fub- 
je< 5 t of your lands, I indofe you copy of my 
letter to the council, of the nth of June, when 
the Colonel was upon the Patna expedition \ it then 
produced no other effedfc than poftponing our re- 
folves until his arrival j when the affair being 
relumed, he did me the honour, with the reff of 
the board, of thinking my reaibns for a public faJe 
of the lands, by au£tion, unanfwerable, and the 
S 2 fame 
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Itime was rcfolved on unanimoufly ; tlic event mot© 
than anfwered my expedition. 1 had taken gieat 
pains in ferreting out the real value of the lands 
which was covcied with almofl. impenctiable ob- 
feunty and difficulties , and by an eftimate I gave 
the Colonel at his return, ventured to pronounce 
they would yield at leaft feven Lack and a halt; 
and the total of their fales, on the 31ft of July, 
amounted to feven Lack, fixty-five thoufand leven 
hundred Sicca Ru^ ees, excluilve of feveral refer ves 
in favour of the Company, iuch as a conliderable 
trad of land taken from the Purgunnahs adjoining 
to Calcutta, to extend its bounds j and all advan¬ 
tages refulting from holding the ioyallies and judi¬ 
cial proceedings, &c. in our hands, on the Com¬ 
pany’s account j lb that I judge, the whole pioduce 
of thefe lands (the bcfoie-mentioned rcfeivcs in¬ 
cluded) wdl be annually between nine and ten 
Lack, the fum I think I guefled they would pio- 
duce, when once m confeience with yon upon this 
fubjed. From this the Colonel’s jaggier, of two 
Lack twenty-two thoufand Rupees being deduded, 
theie will remain a net annual revenue to the Com¬ 
pany of about feven Lack eighty thoufand Sicca 
Rupees pei annum, on the fame lands which yielded 
net to the Company, the lafl year when the revenues 
were colleded on the government’s plan, only three 
Lack, eighty-four thoufand, or theieabouts, as you 
will learn from the accounts of this revenue, now 
tranfmitted to the Company, I fee the Court of 
tbtedois ftare with aftomfhment at this incrcale; 
yon will ftare too, my dear Sir, as a proprietor.— 
Methinks I hear them and you cry out, What the 
devil became of this difference the laft year, as it 
muft have been colleded, beyond the poflibility of 
a doubt; or from whence can this advance anlwer 
to the piefent farmers ? The anfwer is eafy and 
obvious—die diffeiencc fell fhort in its way to the 
v 1 Com- 
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Company’s tieafury, by the felf-fame roads your 
foimer revenues were diffipated, prior to my be¬ 
ginning the reform in your Zemindaiy—by the 
harpies employed in collefhng. It may be fai ther 
afked, as the difference is lb important and fink¬ 
ing, How comes it to pafs, that no ietrofpe£hon 
feems to have been thought of ? Here, I anfwer 
for myfelf —I lought the Company’s battles for 4 
fenes of five years, anti what encouragement and 
reward I received for it in the end, you and the 
world have feen ; the old farms pioducing an ad¬ 
vance, on an average, of 46 per cent, at their fiift 
fair lale, was proof enough of foimer frauds, the 
more ib, as this advance encreafed .every year, and 
the other blanches m proportion. As your for¬ 
mer Zemindars could not juftly be deemed culpa¬ 
ble in chat cafe, fiom the ficquent changes m the 
polt ; fo in the prefent, no blame properly 
falls on your colledtor, the tiuft being too exten- 
five and complicate fur the due execution and 
attention of any one man exilbng; though the 
fuuds here aie equally obvious from the extraor¬ 
dinary increafe at a fair and public iale, wheie thje 
farmer was laid under every p'oiJible check and 
refhvi it, that can either prevent his debating the 
lands, or oppreifing the tenants; and yet thue is a 
moral certainty of profir to him at the expiration 
of the three years ; and that they will then yield 4 
further mcieaie to the Company.—But not to lofe 
fight entirely of a reciofpedhon, I, for my own 
part, think, than at prclcnc the operators are too 
well prepared for a lerutiny they mult for many 
months have expedletl; they have been in abfolute 
poifeflion of all accounts and papeis relative to the 
lands, and have cunning enough 10 take care'thofe 
accounts fhall tally with the credits : befides, Ihould 
we even iucceed in our proofs, we fbould find this 



er divided intp fuch a multitude of hands, our 
S 3 gam 
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gain at laft would be only our trouble for our pains,' 
That I fhould have no ftomach to take the lead in 
an enquiry of this nature, you will leadily account 
for; and if I do not, I am fuie no body ellc will. 
It appeals incumbent on Mr, Fiankland, if on any 
body, to account to the Company lor the extraor- 
dinaiy difference between the piet’ent files and his 
laft year’s colledions ■, but this I conceive he will 
hardly think wouh his while fo near his departure ■, 
and no body knows bitter than himfclf the lmall 
probability of its being attended with fucccis, or 
credit, or Lhanks fiom Ins employers, who have, I 
believe, pretty well cooled the zeal of then fer- 
vants for attempts of this kind. The voiy detec¬ 
tion of frauds, and increafe of the Company’s 
revenues, though founded on the principles of 
faithfulnefs, honour, equity, and humanity, weic 
(by fools, influenced by knaves) brought in bar 
agamft my receiving the leward and commiferation, 
which juftice extoited from them in favour of the 
moft junior fervant in the Prefidenqy. 

Before I entirely quit my fubjedt of the lands, I 
mufl: clear up 10 you a circumftance that may pof- 
fibly be caufe of wonder to you, viz. by what 

me^ns I arrived at their real value.-In the fiifl. 

place, I had long and full convi&ion that the fame 
lyftem of frauds and chicane ran thiongh every 
Zemindary of the provinces; and from a general 
knowledge of the countries granted to us, it ap¬ 
peared to me moft aftoniftung, they fliou’d yield 
no more th.’n was brought to the Company’s credit, 
at the tlofc of the year, m Apnllaft* when fo 
lmall a territory as Calcutta produced, on a feru- 
tiny and refoim, an increafe of 73 to 80,000 Sicca 
Rupees per annum.—I tried various means to trace 
out a f^tisfadory reafon, and to account to niyfelf 
for it, but without fuccefs, until I learnt, by acci¬ 
dent, that three or four of the old ftanders, ein- 
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ployed as tax-gatherers and writers in the Purgan- 
nahs, had been dil'mified, at the inftigation of the 
new oreiators. I fent privately for one or two of 
the molt creditable of them, and enquired into 
the caufe of their difmifiion , and this brought on 
an opening of the whole feene, and gave me fulfil 
cient foundation for forming my letter of the 1 ith 
of June had that failed in bringing the lands to 
a public Idle to the higheft bidder, I had formed 
my refolution to lay the lights I had leceived before 
Mr. FranUand (from which I knew, on the whole, 
he was kept in the dark) and if thr. had fallen fhoit 
of my views, I fliould then have laid them before 
the Council, but by the ifTue I have the pleafure 
of feeing the Company in pofleflion of pretty near 
rhe value of this pnncelv acquifition, without being 
myfelf involved in debates and contention. Thus, 
Sir, having made you mailer of this fubjedt in as 
flaort a detail as poifible, 1 lhall dole it with this 
remaik, that the fame chain of frauds runs thro* 
the levenues of the whole empire, but more parti¬ 
cularly m thefe threaprovinces, to the heavy annual 
lofs of rhe crown, a circumftance which may, in a 
future favourable conjuncture, be well worth con- 
fideratjion ; at prefent we have but to alk and have, 
a more eafy acquifition of the Subadary than that 
we have already obtained of the Purgunnahs; bujc 
the tunes are not yet npe for lb great a grafp, nor 
have we fulHuent (liength to hold it, though it is 
certain, were we Subas of the provinces, the em- 
peior would rcgulaily ieceive more th-n double 
the levenues thefe province? ever produced to 
him , and the Eaft-India Company become, in a 
lliort time, the riclielt body of fubjedls in the world, 
Little need be faid with refpeCt to your Import 
Warehoufe. On my taking that charge, I found 
my predecefior, Mr. Becher, had left me lirtle or 
noxhing tQ reform or regulate; for which the Com* 

S 4 pany 
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pany and 1 owe him thanks. That you may be 
convinced the files of their imports have not fur- 
fered under my conduit, I inclofe you copies of the 
only two made fincc my being at the head of this 
office ; the fecond falc’s falling fomething ffiut 
of the firft, mufb be attributed to the quantity of 
goods of the fit ft falc laying on the merchants’ 
hands, at the period appointed for the fecond, oc- 
cafioned by the long alarm of the Shaw Zadda’s 
advance into the piovinces, which put a total flop, 
for fome months, to the trade of the countiy ■, and 
for fome time to the provifion of your arung m- 
yeftments. 

You will find by this fhip’s advices, the board 
have made pretty fiee with your ordeis, touching 
the fea cuftoms ; the prefenc tunes, in faft, not 
admitting the cariying them to a greater height, 
without a rifque of the total lofs of trade to youi 
fettlement, As the cuftoms and duties are now 
ftipulated,* I judge they will, with vigilance, pro¬ 
duce a very acceptable revenue to the Company, It 
is the very worlt policy in thewvorld to load trade 
with the utmoft duty it will bear, or to pufh up 
the fales of either your lands 01 imports to their 
gieateft value, an opening for a fair profit fhould 
ever be left to the merchant and fanner, or the con- 
fequence, m the firft inftance, will be an illicit 
trade, oppieffions on the tenants, and no fales at 
all of your imports of woollen goods, Sec. 

I leally want courage to touch, or animadvert 
on your immenfe {landing cxpences, as I fee not 
any prefenc plan we can iall on for the redu&ion 
of them. 

You will remember. Sir, that, from a rough 
calculate I made at home of receipts and dilburic- 
ments, J pronounced the gemlemen here had been 
too hafty in then advice to the Coui t of Dire&ois, 
thrt they fhould want no flipplics of money for 

■ three 
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three years. We have felt the confequcncc of 
that precipitate paragraph, and were reduced to 
the necefiity of opening the treafury doois, in Au- 
guftlaft, foi thefupply of Madiafs and our current 
lervice. We took this opportunity of reducing the 
ufual intcreft of nine per cent, to eighl; it was 
propofed to reduce u to fix per cent. , but had 
we perilled m that, we might have {but our doors 
again ; for fince the large fums reibiited the laft 
year, money has recovered its former value from its 
fcaicity, as every thing elfc does. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant. 


We {ball add one remark only on this fubje£L of 
the Furgunnahs, and that from good authority, 
viz. that there was a moral certainty of yet a veiy 
confiderable advance upon the next fale, for they 
weie not at the firft fale, pufhed up to their utmoft 
value, but a latitude left foi the fanner to make a 
handtome piofit, which we have good afilirance was 
the cale, one lot excepted, which was purchafed too 
high by a fpiteful competition between two of the 
natives. The farmers, for their own lakes, will 
improve the lands and revenues ; and consequently 
their value at the next Tiles muft be inhanced, 
which we hope has fo proved foi your lakes *, ahd 
we doubt not but the Mann'uvres of our friend 
hitherto, will refkdTc honour upon his chai after, in 
place oi the inlinnated reproach of this anonymous 
jlandem‘\ and that his fiift chaige, which for cer¬ 
tain reafonj we fpeak to lall, will appear to be 
equally falfe and fcandalous. 

This charge, lo boldly nfleited againfl. Mr. 
Hoi well, is, in its nature, of fo black a dye, that 
did we think ihcie was a {hadow of foundation for 

it. 



[ 266 ] 

it, we fhould bluQi to take up the pen in his de¬ 
fence,—Left you fhould have loft fight of it, we 
think it needful to prefent it again to your view. 
(Awn* page 37.) “ His (Colonel Clive’s) fuccefloi 
in the Government, who had been particulatly in- 
w firumental tn bringing down Sou Rajah Dewla^ and 
6t/ consequently tn occajiomng the firfi revolution in Ben- 
41 gal:” —that is, neither more nor lefs, than without 
reierve, charging Mr, Holwell with being the caui'e 
of all t^yp defolation and mifery which overwhelmed 
your fettlements in 1756. Let this Prober t as he 
ibmewhere calls himlelf, anfwer this charge to the 
Prober of all Hearts > whilft we, from the materials 
in our power, proceed in our defence againft it 
And here it is with the deepeft grief and concern 
we find ourfelves obliged to open a Wound, which 
we hoped had been clofed for ever; but thus 
prefifed, thus ftimulated, what can we do ? Shall 
we abandon our friend to the lmpreflions of this 
infamous accufation, when we know the reftitude 
of his heart and condufit ? Forbid it, Truth l for¬ 
bid it, Juftice 1 The real caufes of that calamity 
and ruin have been long hid from the public, under 
the veil of fecrecy, in Leadenhall-ftreet. We will 
unfold no more of it than fnendfhip exafts from 
u e ,—There was a period when juftice to indivi¬ 
duals fhould have moved your Court of Directors 
to have laid the'whole before you, but partial views, 
forbad it. It has plainly appeared to you, by the 
Letter of the 25th of March, 1757, that Mr. 
Holwell was then marked for deftruftion ; the 
force of evidence and Lifts could not withhold the 
applaufes and acknowledgments due to his merit 
and fervices, but theclogg in council was again put* 
on, which was fo politely and jnftly taken off in 
1755. - This was a favour not much coveted by 
him, but, when granted, did him honour. Greater 
diihonour was the conference, when this lefiric* 
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t\on was again impofed upon his rifing. It did, as 
was plainly intended, lelfen him in the eye of the 
natives and your fervants abroad, and fufficiently 
declared the lcntiments of that Bombay Fadlion, 
which foon after obtained the l^ad in your Direction. 
But to iclume our fubjeft. 

Mr. Holwell obtaining his liberty at Moorfhada- 
bad, promifed, (in a Ihort letter he wrote to the 
two other Prefidencies of Bombay and Madrafs) 
that he would tranfmitto the Company a particular 
account of the real caicfes , which drew on your 
Prefidency of Bengal fuch fatal calamines. Ac¬ 
cordingly, at Fulta, he made good that promire in 
the following letter, addreflfcd to your Court of 
Directors, through the channel of your Council 
theie. Little did he then think, he fhould ever 
have occafion fo-, or be under a neceflity of pro¬ 
ducing it in his own vindication. 

To the Honour able the Court of Dire Hors for Affairs 
of the Honourable the United Company of Met- 
ihcmts of England, trading to the Eatl-Indies. 

Honouiable Sirs, Fulta , 30th Nov, 1756, 

I Mined, ately on my being leleafed from my im- 
prilbnment and fetters at Muxackbad, I ad- 
dieffcd your two Prefidencies of Bombay and Fort 
Si. George, on the fubjedt of the Jols of your 
poflcfllons in thefe pans, under date the 17th of 
July laft, and again on myanival at Houghly, 
under date the 3d of Augufl, when I duly for- 
warde 1 to them duplicates ofthufe I dilpatched fiom 
Muxadabad, and requefted the advices 1 gave there 
might be uanfmitted to you by the moll expedi¬ 
tious conveyance j and at the fame time refened to 
a particular narrative of the caufes, and various 
accidents, which brought on the heavy lofs you 
have fuitained : this I promifed to forward as foon 

as 
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an my health would enable me. The flow rccot ei y 
of my fight, much impaired by the fhodc andinjuiy 
my nerves fuffcrcd that fatal night m the Black 
Hole, and from being expoied to the fun on my 
palfage to Muxadabad, mult plead my pardon for 
your not receiving the narrative I promifed, by 
the fhip difpatched, I underftand fome time this 
month, from your Prefidency of Fort St. George, 
and by which I am fenflble you will receive many 
different narratives and accounts of the caufes of 
our misfortunes leaving thofe to your impartial 
confideiation—I fit down to difcharge this part of 
my duty, humbly intreating you will believe me 
determined to pay the ftndteft legald to tiuth, 
to the belt of my knowledge ; and that I will 
not, by any repiefentation, either in reafoning or 
fa£h, endeavour to miflead your judgments, or 
influence them either in favour of myfelf, or to the 
disiavoui of any one elfe, further than j’uftice to 
myfelf, and the ftate and nature of things, will 
make it unavoidable ; fhunmng, as much as 
pofftble, any repetition of matters already tranf- 
mi.ted you in my letteis of the 17th of July, and 
3d of Augull lalf, which I requeft may be kept 
in your vitw, as I do not find cauic lo retiafl any 
efiential part of them. 

ad, Mahabut Jung (better known by the name 
of Ally Verdi Cawn) demifing on the 9th of April 
lalf, was fuccecded in the government of the Suba- 
£hip by his gi indfon Suiajud Dowla, without op- 
pofitiqn, excepting from the young Begum, relict 
of Shaw Amet Jung, uncle of Surajud Dowla. 
This Prmcels, foiefeemg hei libeity and the ini- 
menfe wealth oi her lately-doteafed hulband, would 
fall a facnfice to the new Suba, held medicated fur 
fome time the railing another to the Subulhip, and 
with this view retired, before the death of the old 
Suba, to her palace, (fome diftance from the uiy) 

named 
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named Mootee-Giel, with Raagbullob, the Devvan 
of her late luifband, Nnzzur Aly Cawn, and others 
the moft faithful of her officers and domefhes, 
where fhe foi tified herfelf, and raifed fome troops 
to oppofe the fuccefiion of her nephew. When the 
difpute was near coming to cxtiemities, the old 
Begum, reh£t of Ally Vcniy Cawn, inteipofed 
With hei medi.uion, by which, and the promices of 
Surajud Dowla, that the Princcfs fhotild remain in 
full poffeflion and fccniity of life, liberty, and pro- 
pci Ly, the was pievaded on to difband her troops, 
iubmitted to the banilliment from the provides, 
Nazznr Aly Cawn, and two other officers, and 
returned to the city , wheic fhe was no fooner ar¬ 
rived than lhe was made a piiloner, and her palaces 
and pofluliions feiaed and confifcated to the Suba’s 
ufe. 

3d. The new Suba having, on his fuccefiion to 
the government, lent advice theienf, with a fecr- 
paw, (or diefs) to Shoucutjuno, his coufm, the 
Nabob of I J urunea : this latter letuined the feer- 
paw, and difavowed iubuufiion to him as Suba of 
the provinces; aifertlng his government of Purra- 
nea to be left by Ally Veidy Cawn independant of 
him. This occafioncd the refentment of Suiajud 
Dowla, who refolved to leducc him by foice; and 
after he had laid the ftorm the young Begum had 
attempted to laife agauift him, he immediately 
marched againft Shoucutjung with a fliong aim), 
which had been 1 aifcd by the old Suba, fordeemg 
the difficulties his grandfon would have to encoun*. 
ter after his death. Here I mu ft leave the Suba 
on his match, and go back in point of time to mat¬ 
ters no left necefiary to mvefligatc the real caufe*; 
of his fubfequent march to Calculi a ; which is fo 
blended with fome incidents attending the lair 
change and government at IVIuxadabad, that it ft 

ili'pof'iblc 
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lmpofliblc to give 3 diftmft view of the one, with* 
out a fhort lecital of the others. 

4th. On the death of Shaw Amet Jong, 'more 
generally known by the name of Newaiis Mahomet 
Cawn) and duung the life of the old Suba, Suu- 
jud Dowla, who had in effect the reins of goc ei iv 
ment in his hands long before the deccale of his 
giandfather, feized on Raagbullobabovementioned, 
the chief officer of Shaw Amet Jung, and by im- 
prifonnjent and other defpotic and feveie methods, 
endeavoured to force from him a confelfion and 
difcovery of Shrw Amet Jung’s liches j but the 
mimfter, faithful to his deceafed mallei, could nor 
be brought to any confeffion injurious to the intc- 
ieft cf his fill vivmg family, and after a few days iuf- 
ferings, obtained his liberty by the intercdfion of 
the young Begum, with het father and mother, 
Ally Verdy Cawn and his Begum : but Raag Bul- 
lob being lcnfible the refolution he had fliewn for 
the intereft of the family of his deceafed mafber, 
(between whom and Surajud Dowla theie had been 
a long hatied and animofity) would never be for¬ 
given by Suiajud Dowla, thought it incumbert 
upon him to provide as well as he could fur the 
fafet y of himfelf. And in refentment for the ufage 
he had unjuflly-reccivcd for his integuty to the 
young Begum, readily entcied into her councils to 
oppofe the focceffion; and finding the death of the 
old Suba was near at hand, and lecolledling his 
own family and greateft part of his wealth were 
expoled to danger at Dacca, his firfb care was to 
draw them to a place of fecurityj in order to 
which he applied to Mr Watts, your Chief at 
Colfimbuzar, telling him his family were going 
from Dacca to woifhip at Jaggernaut, and iliould 
take Calcutta in the way; requefting at the fame 
time, that they might there find a proper reception. 
Mr, Watts accoidingly wrote to the Prefident, and 

I think 
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I think to Mr. Manningham, to mucH the fames 
effeft. Thele lelteis amved duiing the abfence of 
your Prefident at Ballifore, and much about the 
time that Kiflendas, the cldeft fon of Raagbullob, 
and the family leached Calcutta, fioni Dacca; at 
leaft 1 know no otherwife, lor in the evening, I 
think, of the 13th of Match, my people at the 
Waterfide Chowkeys bi ought me intelligence, that 
Raagbullob’s family was arnved from Dacca, and 
that they had received orders from Mr. Manning- 
ham for their admittance, who having occafion to 
fummon a Council the next morning, for the dif- 
patch of the Negrafs fnpphes, fhewed me Mr. 
Watts’s letter to the Preiident, who hkewife com¬ 
municated the lame to me on his return to the let- 
clement. This letter, I now underftand, the Pre¬ 
fident has loft amongft the reft of his papers ; tho a 
I often fince the commencement of our tioubles, 
as he jnuft recollect, ui gcd to him the necelfity of , 
prefeivwg it in his own and our vind'cation : how¬ 
ever, as I had twice perufed it, and had fince occa¬ 
fion enough to retain in my memoiy the fit ft im- 
piefiions I had received of it, I can venture tq 
afiTert it was near the following purport: 

“ That he, Mr. Watts, bed been applied to by 
te Raagbullob, the Chut;; Begum’s Dewan, who 
“ advifed him that his family had left Dacca with 
“ intention to go to warlhip at Juggernaut, and 
« fhould take Calcutta in his way, and requQfled, 
« he would write to their Governor touching their 
<c reception there, and that they might be fuppliecl 
4£ with boats, or ought elfe they might luvejoccafion 
« for on their expedition ; that in compliance with 
“ Raagbullob’s intimation and rcqueft, he wrote, 
* £ and recommended his family’s being received 
with all poftible refpecl and regard, not only on 
« account of his influence with the Chuta Begum, 
« but as his power at Dacca might be of the yt- 

moft 



ft moll conftquence to onr Honouuble Mallei: 
u affairs there.” 

In confequence of this recommendatory letter, 
and the reafons urged by Mr. Watts, they weie 
received in the fettlcment, and treated with all pol- 
fible regaid. Whether Mr. Watts knew, or can 
he fuppofed to have judged, that Raagbullob’s* 
family going to Jaggernaut to worfhip, was a pre¬ 
tence only to facilitate their .obtaining a protection 
in Calcutta, I cannot fay; but I recolleCt the Pre- 
fident’s communicating to me another letter he 
received from Mr. Watts, about the time that the 
death of the old Suba was deemed inevitable, 
wherein he recommended it as expedient, n That 
<e KiiOfeiidafs, and the reft of Raagbullob’s family 
**■ flionld have no longer protection in Calcutta, as 
tc it was very uncertain what tutn things would 
“ take after the deceafe of the Suba.” The Pre- 
fident will, I doubt not, do me thejufticc of ac¬ 
knowledging I enforced this falutary advice, and 
preifed more than once the difmiffion of this family, 
forefeeing they would be demanded; and Mr. 
Manningham and myfelf had many uneafy confe- 
jences on the protection being continued to them, 
fearing it might be productive of troublefomc con- 
fcquences, and poffibly embroil us with the new 
government, fhould they remain in the fettlement 
until the Suba’s deceafe. Why the Prefident de¬ 
layed their difmiffion, I am at a lofs how to account 
for *, but cerLain it is, had they been obliged to 
quit the place, a handle would have been taken 
away from many, who have been too ready to urge 
and maintain the protection given to this family as 
the greateft, nay, the foie caufe that drew on us 
the Suba’s refentmenr; which I doubt not of con¬ 
vincing your Honourable Court is very diftant 
from the truth. Their difmiffion, however, would 
have faved us from a moft difficult funalion which 
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wc* prefcnily fell into*, for we no fooner received 
advncc of the death of Ally Veidy Cawn, than we 
had none, alfo of the Hand made againft Surajud 
Dowla’s fuccefliun, by the young Begum and her 
paity, of winch Raagbullob was the chief minifter 
and favi.uiitL of his milbefs ■, fo that it became at 
that juntlure a dangeious ftep ro the Company’s 
inceiUl to turn hi> family out of the lettlement, the 
moie efpeually as lor fome days advices fiom all 
quauers were in favour of the Begum’s party. 
JSoLwiLhllanding which, as the newSubahad been 
proclaimed in the city, the kichdent wiote the, 
ufual congnituh'toiy lette* to him, which was fa¬ 
vourably received 

5th. Here it becomes needful to recite, 1 that 
fome little time before the old Suba’s death, the 
Prefident received a puvate letter from Mr. Watts 
to the following purport * “ Tlufc there was a 
cc multitude ot the government’s fpies at Calcutta; 
“ that the fnull ftiCnpch of its fortifications and 

L_J 

tC gainfon, and the ealy capture ot it, were the 
se public difcourle of the city and doibcr; and 
“ that it behoved Mr. Drake to be upon his guaid* 
ce and by fome means pi event the government’s 
“ fpies bringing daily intelligence to the durbar of 
et the weak fituation of the place” This letter 
the Prefident communicated to me, and gave me 
orders, as Zemindar to make a find enquiry 
after fuch as might jullly be fufpeded, and that 
had no real call of bufneis in the place , and alfo 
that 1 would ifllie orders to the fcveial Ghowlceys, 
or places of guard, to admit none to land, or be 
admitted into the town without his orders. Thefei 
inflrudiom I immediately obeyed, and leveral iuf- 
peded perfons were, in confequence of them, 
turned out of the place, and none admitted with¬ 
out a fit id examination. 

T 
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6th. On Raagbullob’s withdi awing himfclf, v id* 1 
the young Begum, to Mootee Giol, Suipjud Dow- 
la dilpatched Naran Sing, brochci to Rajaiam, the 
Fowzdaar of Midnapoie, to Calcutta, with a pcr- 
wannah, the contents of which were, to demand 
Kififendafs and his family to be delivered up between 
eight and nine in the evening of, 1 think, the 14th 
of April. The Piefident being at Barafur, and 
Mr* Mannmgham at his counti y lefidencc, Omy- 
cliund came and adviled me that Naran Sing had 
got, in the difguiie of a European drefs, into the 
fettlement, and hau the Suba’s peiwannah to de~ 
mand Raagbullob’s family, and was at his houle 
afk'mg, Whether I would peimit his bjinging him 
to vifu me ? As he had got entrance into the place, 
I thought it advile<ible to fee him, and Omychund 
bi ought him accordingly m about half an houi. 
1 leccived him with the refpc£t due to a bi other of 
Rrjaram, an officer in much tFufi: and confidence 
with both the late and prefent Suba , he tendered- 
me his peiwannah, but I excufed myfelf from re¬ 
ceiving it, as it was addrefled to the Governor,, 
who I told him would be in town in the morning, 
on which he took his leave well latisfied. In the 
morning eaily I lent lor the Jemmautdaar of the 
Chowkey wheie Naran Sing landed, and was going 
to punifh him for admitting any one in the fertie- 
ment without ordeis, when he informed me that 
Naran Sing came 111 the dilgude of a common Ben¬ 
gal Pykar that he oppoled his landing, but that 
foort after Omychund’s fervants came to him with 
a meflage, figndying that lie was a relation of 
his houle, and that he might admit him. Soon 
alter, on advice that the Pi elideni wjs letuined to 
town, I waited on him with the repou of this 
tranfaftion, and found with him Msflieun Man- 
ningham and Fiankland , we were ail a good deal 
embarrafled how lo aft on this occafion, that the 

fame 



L 275 ] 

iarrtfe reasons that before forbid the family's being 
turned out of the place, after the Suba’s dearh, 
(till fubfifted equally ftrong againft delivering them 
up, as the conteft was yet undecided between 
Surajud Dowla and the young Begum. The re- 
fuk at laft of our deliberations was, that asNarart 
Sing had Hole like a thief and a fpy into the fettle>- 
nient (and not like one in the public character he 
pretended, and as bearing the Suba’s orders) the 
Prefident fiiould not receive him or his perwannah; 
winch lefolution was put in execution, and the 
Prefident fent one of his Chubdaars to him, with 
orders to quit the fettlement, which he did • and 
inftantly letters were difpatched to Mr. Watts to 
advife him of the affair, with inftf actions to guard 
againft any ill confequence which might arife 
fiom it. 

7th. The foiegoing is, Honourable Sirs, a faith¬ 
ful narrative of the protection given to Kiffendafs, 
the fon and family of Raagbullob, which has been 
induftrioufly andmalicioudy by fome, anderroneoufly 
by others, circulated as the principalcaiife of the lofs 
of youi letilements in Bengal 3 an event which, I will 
foon demonftrate, had much deeper and more remote 
foundation: for on your Chiefs at Coffimbuzar 
making a proper reprefentation of this affair at the 
Durbar, it hardly occafioned any emotion or dif- 
pleafure in the Suba, nor ever had a place in any 
of the fubfequent complaints forwarded to us, 
through the channel of that fubordinate. 

Sth, The probability of a breach with Fiance 
had been the fubjeCt of difcourfe for l'ome time, 
before it was confiimed to us by the arnvalof your 
letter on the Delawar j and as about the fame time 
we received news of the taking Gyria by his 
Majefty’s fquadron, both became the fubjedt of 
much {peculation at the Durbar, where the mili¬ 
tary and naval ftrength of the Engldh in Indi* 

T 2 were 
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were gicady exaggerated, and no fmali pains taken 
to mftil a dread of it into the government ; and if 
the agents for the French Eaft-India Company 
(whofe garrifon at Chandanagore did not, at this 
period, amount to 50 men) were not at the bottom 
of thefe repoi ts, it is at leaft, I hope, no bleach of 
chanty to conclude, they ufed eveiy means in their 
power to confirm them ; at leaft fueh was our 
information, when it was confidently aflerted in 
the Durbar at Muxadabad, and gained belief, that 
the Englifti had fixteen fhips of war, and a ftiong 
land-force coming to Bengal. 

9th. On the receipt of your letter by the Debt- 
war, we began to put the fettlement into as good a 
pofture of defence as we could ; and* as the para¬ 
pet and embrazures, as well as the gun carnages 
of the line to the weftwaid of the iort, wcit much 
out of repair, they became the firft objedt of our 
attention ; a number of woikmen were employed, 
and I believe the paiapet and embrazures (the 
gieateft part of which wc wlM’c obliged to pull 
down) more than half run up, when die PrefidenL 
was furpnzed with a perwannali fiom the Suba, 
to the following puiport: 

“ That he had been informed we were building 
M a wall, and digging a huge ditch round 
M the town of Calcutta : That he did not 
<e approve of our carrying on thefe works. 
” without his permilfion: And ordered Mr. 
“ Drake to defift immediately, and dcftioy 
“ what he had already done*” 

10th. The French having ftiengthened their 
fort by an additional baftion, which they had at 
this un e compleated, received, at the fame jundture 
we did, a perwannah to the life eflift, both of them 
having been diipatched by the Subab, as he was 
on his ma T ch againft rhe Fuiranca Nabob , and 
|he anlwers ty them leached the Sul a on the lame 
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day X[t Rajamaal, a city about three days march 
ihom Muxadubad , and the French, by the com¬ 
pletion of their bullion, being enabled to defifl. im¬ 
mediately, anfweied lnm accordingly; alibiing 
him at the fame time, that they had built no new 
works, and had only lepaned one of their bafLions 
which had been injured by lightning . With which 
anfwti lie appeared finished. 

nth. 1 he leply your Frefident lewrned 10 the 
Suba’s perwannah, was, to the beft of my remem¬ 
brance, as follows: 

tl That the Snba had been mihnformed in icfpcft 
<s to our building a wall round onr town, 
“ and we had dug no ditch fince the invafion 
tc of the Mongers, at which time we exe- 
tl cuted fuch a work at the particular requcll 
tc of out inhabitants, and with the know- 
u ledge and appiobation of Ally Veidy 
“ Cawn 5 that in the late war between our 
e< nation and the Fiencb, they had attacked 
<c and taken the town ot Madrafs, contrary 
“ to the neutrality we expeded would have 
“ been preferve,d in the Mogul’s dominions \ 
tc and that there bewig at p r elent great appear- 
* e ance of another war between the two 
ci crowns, we were under fume apprehenfions 
<e they would ad. in the fame manner in Ben- 
“ gal, to prevent which we were only re- 
“ pairing out line of guns to the water*lide.” 

It is fnntlefs now lo wilh this anfwer had been 
debated in Council befoie it was fent, where I think 
much impropiiety would have appealed in it, as 
the whole of it had a tendency to confirm the Suba 
in a belief of thofe infinuations, which had been 
alieady conveyed to him, that the war beiween us 
and the French would piobably be bjought into 
Bengal, befides its carrying a tacit refleflion on the 
Suba’s want of powei or will'to pioted us. The 

T 3 conic- 
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conference Was adequate, for he was much en¬ 
raged at the receipt of it, and immediately oidcicd 
your fa£loiy at CofTimbuzar to be inverted ; whuh 
was accordingly done on the 22d of May, by Roy 
Dullob, of which we received advice from the gen¬ 
tlemen there the 25th, and feveral other fubl'e- 
quent letters, informing us of additional foiccs 
being added on the factory, from time to time, 
and that they expe&ed eveiy moment to be attacked, 
and that the Suba was on his mauh to Muxadabad. 
The fubjeft matter of complaint, aligned in evety 
letter, ftill regarded the new woiks we were carry¬ 
ing on in Calcutta. 

12th. On the firfb advice received from the 
gentlemen at Coflimbuzar, we forwarded to them 
a copy of the Prefident’s anfwer to the Nabob’s 
peiwannah, and in our fcveral difpatches recom¬ 
mended to them to ufe every falutary means in 
their power to put a ftop to the Suba’s refentment, 
and obtain a currency to our bufinefs, (which was 
now obftrudted at every fubordmate and arung). 
We directed them to afiure the Suba wc were carry* 
ing on no new works; that we had dug no ditch 
that our enemies had mifrep refen ted us, that if he 
gave no credir to our afleitions, we intreated any 
one he could confide in to infpeft them, and wrote 
the Suba repeated letters to the like purpofe, We 
likewife gave the gentlemen inftrudhons to remon- 
Hi ate and expoftulatc ftrongly againrt this hard 
treatment, and to endeavour to trace out, if port¬ 
able, whether one or other of the European nations 
was not at the bottom of it, with intent to embroil 
the Company’s affairs, and benefit thofe of their 
employers, and tq ufe all means of knowing from his 
mimfters if the Subah ’3 intentions were to exto»t a 
fum of money from us (conformable to the unjuft 
and ufual method of his predeceflors - 7 ) withal giv¬ 
ing them pofitive orders to make no conceflion, or 

give 
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give any piomife touching the demolition of our 
fortifications. 

13th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, you fee us re¬ 
duced. to the neceflity, either of refilling the ar bi- 
trary ouleis ot the Suba, or of abandoning and 
leaving open your Piefidency to the mercy of the 
french, contiary to your orders and intimation to 
us by the Delawur lor to all our remonftrances 
we could receive no fatisfaflion from the gentle¬ 
men at Coflimbuzar, but was Hill adviled, the 
Suba infilled on our demoliflnng our new works, 
(when in fad we had made none) and fill up a 
ditch we had never dug. 

14th. Under date, I think, the ift of June, we 
received a lettei from your Chief and Council at 
Coflimbuzar, advifing, that Roy Doolob had told 
Dodor Forth, that the Suba’s refentment was 
■caufed only by the draw-bridge and woiks we had 
built at Raagbazar, and the odagon which Mr. 
Kclfall had rebuilt in lus garden • And that if we 
would write the Suba we would dcinolifh thofe 
woiks the foiccs would be immediately withdrawn : 
And the gentlemen likewile inforcing this as a ne- 
tcfTarv and effectual expedi rat to put an end to the 
troubles, we in full council cook it into confidera- 
tion ; and reflc&ing on the heavy lofs and difad- 
vantuge you would full tun in your inveftment, by 
the continuance of ihe iloppage of your bufuiefs, 
and judging tliefe works and draw-bridge at Baag- 
bazar fo far detached, as to be of little ufe in the 
defence of the place againft an European enemy, 
we unanunoufly agreed and determined, to promilc 
the demolition of them, and the odtagon at Mr. 
Kelfall’s garden i and to that purpoit, .as foothing 
a letter as could be indited was mllantly drawn up, 
to the Suba, from the Frefident, and inclofed to 
Mr. Watts and Ins 'Council, to whom we alfa 
wioce, advifing them of our compliance and readi- 
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nefs to dcmolifti thofe works which had given him 
difpleafure. Triplicates of this aiafdds and letter 
we difpatched in fopr hours, to arnve in ihirty-lix 
hours ; and ordered a large reward to the ColhJj 
if they arrived in the time. 

15th, We received another Ihort letter under the 
fame date, vtz, the ift of June, wherein the gen¬ 
tlemen informed us, the forces on the faftoiv 
amounted to 12,000, with a train of artillery, and 
that pofiuve oiders weie anived to attack it, ie- 
quelhng they might be remfoiced with an hun¬ 
dred men; on which a council was fummoned, 
their requefb taken into confideiauon, and the five 
Captains called in, and defiled to give then opi¬ 
nion, whether it was poffible this teinforcement 
could be thrown into the place ? They withdrew, 
and after debating it amongft themfclve>?, gave us 
their opinion in wilting, declaung the thing im¬ 
practicable, and that the foice the gentlemen had 
in the foit was, in their judgments, fufficient to 
defend it againft the troops brought againft them. 
This opinion we immediately difpatchcd to them, 
directing them, if they were aLtacked, to make as 
good a defence as they could; and when they found 
they could defend the faeftoty no longer, to make 
the belt retreat in their power- but I believe nei¬ 
ther this letter, nor fome of our preceding ones, 
reached the gentlemen, ihc Suba having for fome 
days cut off all correfpondence between usj a plain 
indication that an accommodation was not the 
mark .he*,aimed at. 

■ 16th. On the 6th of June we had a rumour of 
CodImbuzar ? s being taken by the Nabob, which 
was confirmed to us the 7th, by a letter from Mr. 
Mauhet^ Collett, your fecond at that factory \ 
which, according to my belt lecolMion, exprelied 
> as follows. 

- - , ><• 
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** That upon the Nabob’s repeated orders to his 
“ Generals to attack the factory, unlef. the 
65 Chief went in peilbn to him, Mr. Watts, 
tc by the advice of his Council, thought it 
“ more advifeable to go to the Nabob, than 
“ riik involving the Company in a wai with 
“ the Government; that he accordingly did fo 
“ on the zd of June, and on coming to his 
“ piefence was made a pnfoner, and oideis 
“ lent for Mr. Collet, (and I think Mr. 
es Batfon) to attend him; likewife to fign, 
ct jointly with Mr. Watts, a machulkah, (or 
ec obligation, with a penalty annexed) whicn 
« order they obeyed; but in place of being 
< c icc at liberty, upon figning the machulkah 
« requiied, Mr. Collet was fent back to the 
« fatlory, with directions to deliver it up to 
“ Roy Doolob, which he was obliged to 
“ comply with, and was then giving up the 
« account cf the cannon, ammunition, and 
“ milttaiy (loies-, that the factory was not 
« plundered, and the Nabob was determined 
“ to march to Calcutta with his whole army, 

« ellimated then at 50,000 men, befidcs a 
« large train of artillery,” 

The realons which lwayed Mr: Watts to quit 
his government at fuch a jun&ure as that, and trufl. 
himfelf in the hands of the Suba, (on whofe cha¬ 
racter or pi maples no reafonable faith could be 
had) without any pioper fecunty, hoftage, or fafe- 
guard for his peiiun; or thofe which urged Mr 
Collet to follow his example, when he knew his 
Chief was' made a pufonei; and that conlequently 
the tiuft, command, and govcinment of the fac¬ 
tory, fort, and gamfun, devolved upon himfelf; 
or why this your fectlemert was thus given up, 
without-a Tingle ftiolce being ftruck for it, I am 
totally a ftranger to, and can only hope, for their 
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iakes, ami the honour of their countiy, they havc N 
or will juihfy their condu£t to you in thole parti¬ 
culars. 1 will not fublciibe to the opinion of oui 
five Capta-ns, as alieady recited, and iiy their 
force was lufficient to refift and defend the place 
foi any long time againft the Suba’s army a but had 
it been defended at all, he could not have attacked 
and taken it, without the lofs of time, many of 
his people, and piobably fome of his pnncipal 
officers. A ftiokc of this kind might have had 
happy confequcnces to your affairs ; it might have 
inclined the Suba to an accommodation, by cool¬ 
ing ftill more the zeal of his minifteis, geneials, 
officers and people, who almoft to a man weie 
averfe to this expedition againft the Englilh, as 
wfil knowing the confequence would be as fatal to 
his country as to us, though he fucceeded in it. 
A defence of only Lwenty-four hours would, in its 
confequcnces, have retarded, in all probability, his 
mirdi to Calcuua for many days, and would have 
been a point gained to us of the utmoif impoitance, 
by having moie tune fot the completion of many 
rcquifucs, which for want of it we weie obliged 
wholly to negleft, or they remained unfimlhed at 
the time we were actually mvefled. A detention 
of his army befoie Coflimbuzar for two or three 
days, would luve brought on dirty rainy weather 
rn his march towards us, and incommoded him 
gieatly, as well in the paflage of his troops and 
cannon, as in the attack of our iettlement, wheicas, 
by the eaiy pofleflion he acquired of Coflimbuzar, 
( he was enabled to march againft us without lofs of 
rime, or obftruction from the weather, which 
afioidLd not a diop of ram thiough the march 
and attack of Calcutta , but on the 2 lit, ar night, 
whilft I was pnloner in the camp, it uined heavily, 
and duty weather Juccecdcd for many days after, 
during which his mufquctiy, being all matchlocks, 

would 
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would have been rendered in a manner ufelefs. We 
fliould alfo have had an important fuccour, in the 
auival before the foit, of the Succefs galley, the 
Speedwell, and Bombay fngate , thefe vefiels hav¬ 
ing paffed Tanners the 19th and 20th, and joined 
the Dodaly and the left; of our fleet about Govmd- 
poie, aftei they had fell down fiom the fort, tho 5 
before it was furrendered. Many more aie the 
advantages I could enumerate, which would have 
rtlulled from the fmalleft defence and refillancc 
made at Cofiimbuzar, and can only regret now 1 its 
not having been done*, lepcating my hopes, the 
gentlemen m tiufl. there will give you fulficimt 
leafons why it was nor done. Their treatment 
could hatdly have been worfe, had they been ob¬ 
stinate m its defence *, they themfelves being con¬ 
tinued prifoners in the Suba’s camp, under many 
hatdlhips, until, I think, the latter end of June; 
their efledts plundered, and the gentlemen in the 
factory, vts. Melfrs, Hugh, Watts, and Chatn- 
beis, with the whole ganifon, put in irons, and 
fent to the common prifon at Muxadabad; the 
fate MelTis. Batfon, Sykes, Mailings, and Mar- 
riot, would have undergone, had not luckily the 
two former made their efcape, and the two latter 
been at the Arungs. 

17. On Cofiimbuzar’s being inverted, we wrote 
to the feveral fubordinates, and to all our Goma- 
ftahs ac the federal aimies, advifing them of the 
feveral proceedings, and to be upon their guard, 
and hold themfelves in readinefs to retreat with the 
Company’s effe&s, &c. and on intelligence of the 
capture of the place, and the Suba’s march to Cal¬ 
cutta, we fent them ordets to wiihdiaw, and join 
\is with all expedition. But tliele ordeis were too 
late, excepting wirh refpedt to your faftory at 
jLuckypore, as I have already intimated in my 
Jttrer of the :7th July. Mi. Boddam, your Chief 

at 
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at Balhfore, icceived our oideis in time to with¬ 
draw himfelf, with the lew foldicrs he had there, 
and about 6000 Rupees of your efteCts; the re¬ 
mainder, to the amount of about 40,000, wcie 
fequeftered, and your fa&ory-houfe in part only 
demohfhed at Ballafore; but Bulramgui ry, by its 
fituation, having efcaped the government’s notice, 
and by the prudent conduct ot Mr. John Brirtow, 
(left refident at Ballafoie by Mi. BodtUni) is ffcill 
retained. Myfelf and Mr. Boddam weie difpatched 
to take a formal ported! on of it the 18 th Septem¬ 
ber, and to negociate other matters, which will be 
tranfmitted on the face of our Fulta corfultations; 
and we have thought it necclfary to nominate Bull- 
ramgurry your Prefidcncy, being diverted of every 
other pofieflion you had in thele provinces. But 
10 lefume my nairative : Difpatches weie hkewife 
forwarded exprefs to Bombay, Fort St. George, 
and Vizagapatam, the 8th, of June, for a rein¬ 
forcement of troops, ftores, &c. and fnccours de¬ 
manded of the French and Dutch fettleipents on 
this river; the fuccefs of which laft negociation 
you have hkewife in my faid letter of the 17th 
July. The militia were under arms for the firrt 
time the 7th June, fomething too late, I am afraid 
you will fay, to be of much fervice, jurt coming 
to attion. , 

18th. I am now, Honourable Sirs, come clofer to 
the unravelling the feal caufes which rtimulated the 
Suba to the lengths he has proceeded againft us; 
How far my conjectures and alfertions will be {up- 
ported by a probable fyftem of politics in him, and 
by the tenor of his own conduft conrtdered to* 
gether, I humbly fubmit to your judgments. And 
nrft, I beg leave to remark on the three articles 
contained in the machulkah, which your,Chief 
ind Council were obliged to fign in the Suba’s 
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camp, when before Coflimbuzar, the tarns of 
whiLh were, ws. 

f ‘ That we fhould not protect the King’s fub- 
tc jetls.—Thai we fhould not milufe ihe h- 
“ beityof oui duilicks, bv coveung the tiadc 
tc of the natwe men. hams.—And that we 
“ fhould lefund and make good whatever 
“ ill in it fhould be proved the King had been 
“ deiiauded of in his levennes and duties by 
“ this pi aftice and thal we fliould demolifh 
“ our fortifications.” 

Thefe, Honourable Sns, are the purport of the 
tillcc articles of the machulkah, howfoever I may 
have varied the wording of it, by not having it 
before me. Had the Suba any intention of being 
fausfied with our concefiion to thefe articles, he 
certainly would have rcKed heie 5 your Chief, 
Council, foil and garrifon of Coflimbuzar weie in 
his pofleffion ; the Gentlemen had figned and exe¬ 
cuted the obligation demanded of them ; he knew 
their fignins ol it was not valid or binding without 
our approval; and if he had ever inchned to an 
accommodation, he would have tranfmitted the 
terms they had complied with, and at leaft have 
defifted until our reply could have leached him, in 
place of cutting off, for fome days, the means of 
all correfpondence or intelligence between 11s and 
your fadtory ; and marching diredlly againfb us, 
without ever replying to, or taking notice of many 
araflilafles received from us: But the truth is, his 
jealoufy of the independant power of the Euro¬ 
peans in his country was at this juncture confirmed, 
which he was determined to reduce ; and being 
fenfible ours was the moll formidable to him, wa 
became the firft objects of his juft politics. To 
fupport this t my conclufion, I mud heie refer to 
three letters, which Wazeed’s Gomaftah in my 
prefence r,ead your Prefidcnt, (copies of winch, I 
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believe, are in Mr. Drake’s pofleflion) addrefled td 
h*;. matter Wazeed, from the Suba, all three, to 
the belt of my lemembiancc, beaung date in May 
laft. In each of thefe, he avows lus intention to 
reduce the power of the Englifb, foibids his inter¬ 
fering on their behalf, afierting his having long in¬ 
tended it, and fwears by Goa and his Ptophcts, 
that he will drive them out of his country, unlefs 
they aie fatisfied to trade in it on the footing they 
did in Jaffiei Cawn’s time (by which he meant 
before the time the Honourable Company obtained 
their Phirmaund). Your fort at Cofilmbuzar, 
(ellecmed by all judges more regular and tenable 
than that at Foit William) fo near his capital, ap¬ 
peared too d angei ous a hold, at a time he was 
influenced to believe our flrength in India was four 
times more foi mid able than it leally was ; and that 
we were on the eve of a French war, which would 
be probably brought into his country : Confiflcnt 
with this was his exprefllon of refentment, at Raja- 
maal, on receipt of your Prefidcnt’s letter: Who 
fliall dare to think of commencing hoftilities in 
my countiy, or prefume to imagine I have not 
power to protect them ?” And it was current in 
the mouLhs of all degrees, when I was at Muxa- 
dabad, that Mahabut Jung had long meditated to 
deftroy the forts and garrifons of the Europeans, and 
to reduce their trade on the footing of Armenians, 
And here I hope it will not be deemed impertinent, 
if I recite, verbatim, the laft difeourfe and comic ll 
which Mahabut Jung gave his grandlon, a lew 
days before his death ; and which I had from veiy 
good authority at Muxadabad, alter my rele«(e- 
aient, 

“ My life has been a life of war and Itralagcm: 
“ For what have I fought, for what have my 
“ councils tended, bur to fecure you, my 
w Son, n quiet fuccdfion to my SuCu-d/irv ? 

i “ My 
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w My fears foi you have for many days rob- 
u bed me of fleep. I perceived who had 
,c power to give you trouble afcei I am gone 
“ hence. Hoffem Cooley Cavvn, by his re- 
tc putation, wifdom, couiage, and affection 
“ to Shaw Amct Jung, and his houfc, I 
* ( feaied would oblliuct your government. 
tc His power is no more. Momchund Dew. n n, 

“ whole councils might have been youi d.in- 
6t gerous eremy, I have taken mto favour 
“ Keep in view the power the Euiopean na- 
<c tions have in the countiy This fear I 
<c would alio have ficed you from, if God 
“ had lengthened my days.—The woik, my 
Son, muft now be yours: Their wars and 
<c politics m the 1 elmga country fhould keep 
“ you waking: On pretence of private con- 
4t tefts between theii kings, they have feized 
and divided the countiy of the King, and 
“ the goods of his people between them : 
et Think not to weaken *‘11 thiee together. 
“ The power of the Enghfh is gieat , they 
* e have lately conqueied Anglia, and polfclkd 
« themfelvesof hiscounLry, reduce them firftj 
“ the others will give you little Double, when 
“ you have reduced them. Suffer them nor* 
,e my Son, to have foitifications or loldie*s-: 
ec If you do, the country is not yours.” 

19th. How'confident the Suba has been in his 
adherence to this laft counfel of his giandiather, 
we have woefully felt , but that we were not foleiv 
the objefts of his refentment and defigns, is cw ident: 
His pei wannah to the French was difpatchcd the 
fame day with ouis: When he matched agamft us, 
he fent; perwannahs to both Ficnch and Dutch, 
with oideis to provide, and join him with fhips, 
men, and ammunition, to attack us by water, 
wbilU he attacked us by land : They refufed , in 
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confeqi 1 ence of their rcfufal, be InveflcLl their hve- 
ral forts and ra&oiies, and demanded an exorbitant, 
li-im from each. The blench weieglad ro accom¬ 
modate matters for the payment ot thice Lack and 
half of Rupees ; the Dutch for four Lack and 
half, after having had* for a day and a hail, a 
body of the Suba 9 s troops in their fectlement, wait¬ 
ing orders to attack ir, and a man Rationed with 
an ax in his hands, to cut down their flag-ftaff and 
colours. The French had not money to pay the 
mulct laid on them, but gained Roy Doolob to 
become their fecuuty : The Dutch were reduced 
to immediate payment; and both did then, and 
ever fince have been obliged to enduie the me ft 
audacious and exafperatmg lnlults, from the lowed 
Peon m the fervice of the government. ThaL 
there was this difference in the film extorted lrom 
them has been accounted for, (how juflly I wi'l 
not fayj by the fupplies of ammunition given the 
Suba privately by the agents ot the ticnch at 
Chandanagore. The thing, however, was verified 
by two of our fhips, who brought us intelligence, 
that the French, by night, croffed over 200 chells 
of powder to the Suba’s army, lying near Banka 
Bazar. 

20th. Still confident with the lad advice of 
Mahabut Jung, he appeared at Rajamal fatisfied 
with the anfwer from the French Dire£teur , tho* 
no one can imagine his intelligence was fuch, thatr 
he was really impofed on as to the pretence of re¬ 
pairing the damage they had fuftained by light¬ 
ning ; he manifeded fufficiendy his refentment and 
intentions againd both French and Dutch; but 
their time was not yet come; it was not his buli- 
nefs to have the three nations to encounter at once, 
but to compromife, at the prefent, for as much as 
he could get from them; but that the French were, 
and dill are, the next objedb of his arms, will not 
2 admit 
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admit of doubt, no more than that he would ha*'e 
proceeded immediately againft them, had not his 
advices fiom couit obliged him to proceed againft 
Shocut Jung, the Purranca Nabob, as an objedt 
moic important for when I was twice conducted 
into his preiliue, afrei the fijncnder of the fort, 
his Hill quellion to me was, £c Will you all engage 
<c to join me againft the Fiencli Umfoimhas 
been the conduit of the goveinment to another 
part of Mahabut Jung’s advice ; for though liber¬ 
ty of trade is granted to the Danes and Piuffians, 
yet they are piohibited fortifications or garnfons. 
And in fuitherpioof of the lefolution of the go¬ 
vernment todiveft the Europeans of their foits and 
garnions, and that we weie the objedts of his 
policy, and not of his lcfentmcnt only (from either 
one particular private caufe or other, that may be 
tranimitted you) I may juftly add, the appiehen- 
fions of the French and Dutch themfelves, who, 
on the fuft approach of our tioubles, fent flrenu- 
ous difpatches to their Puncipals at Batavia and 
Pondichtriy, for the mod expeditious fupplics of 
men, ammunition, &c. and I doubt not it will be 
fcon their turn to legiet the having fo quietly given 
us up as a facrifice, unlefs the Suba fhould be van- 
quiflied in his piefent expedition againft Shocut 
Jung. 

21ft. The 3d inftant (November) a Perwannah 
reached the Dutch, from the Suba’s camp—de¬ 
manding them to join him againft us, with threat- 
111 ngs 1L they refnfed; and the fame day, a Pei- 
wannah came to the French fadtory, purposing 
that the Suba was informed they were carrying on 
their foitifications, and if they did not immediately 
defift, he would pals through the Dutch fadtoiy 
and fettkment, and with their (the Dutch) foldiers 
deftmy their fort, and diive them out of the coun¬ 
try, as he had done the Enghfh ; and the govern- 
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mem: has already obliged the French to take down 
their colours eredted on the bounds, 

22d. I believe. Honourable Sirs, it will by this 
time appear clearly evident to you, that the govei n- 
ing principle in the Suba was political, and the 
real objedt of his proceedings the demolition of 
your forts and garrifon 1 ?, as, his demands always 
expreffed *, not that 1 will be hardy enough to 
aver, he had no concuriing fubordinate c.iufes, that 
had a fpecious colour of refen cm ent; and thw le- 
fledtion leads me to confider the other uvo <u tides 
of the Machulkah, as the r being infnted cany 
the appearance of complaint, though never bdoie 
urged by him in any of his demands, as tranfm.tted 
us by your fervants at Coflimbuzar. 

23d. That the abufe of Dufticks fliould be one 
caule of complaint, I am not furprized at the 
face of your confulcations juft before the difpaLch 
of your laft year’s fhips, will give you. Honoura¬ 
ble Sirs, my ientiments of the ill ufe made of this 
indulgence to your fervants ; my motion and mi¬ 
nutes on this fubjedt were, after the difpatch of 
your (hips, taken into conlideration, and fueh re¬ 
medies and checks refolved on, as were judged 
might put a flop to the abufe. 

24th. That we fhould not protcdl the King’s 
fubjedb, is an article will bear a much larger dil- 
cuffion. This prohibition, in the extent it might 
have been can led by the government, whenever it 
was inclined to obftruft your bufmefs or plunder 
your merchants, would have lendered yourtiade 
noffc precarious ; had the article been explained 
b as to prohibit oui giving protedhon to thole who 
vere adtually fervants ro the government, or others 
lot born in or for a term of years fettled under our 
olouis, it would, I think, have carried nothing 
njuft 01 nnreafonable 111 it; but that was by no 
leans the leal intention of it. The article had 
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3 latitude iri cxpieftion, that would include your 
merchants and inhabitants whenever the Suba or 
his mimders were pleafed to call on them; a call 
they would never fail in, on l'ome pietence or 
other, whenever they had got any thing worth 
taking , lo that in truth it would have been as 
impofllble for us, confident with youi mteiefb, to 
have fubfcribed to this alticle, as to the other, re¬ 
garding the demolition of your fortifications; and 
the moll favourable teims intended for us (which 
I could with the utmoft diligence learn when at 
Muxi'dubad) were, that if wc had paid an implicit 
bbedience to the Suba’s commands, by delivering 
our forts, and difmiffion of our gittrifons, we fliould 
thcri have been permitted to trade, on paying 
Armenian duties s admitting a Fowzdaar into 
your fettlement on the part of the government, 
and relinquifhing to them all duties of confulage s 

revenues, &c.-Terms fcandalous and injurious 

to your honoilr as well as commerce; terms which 
we could never have fubmitted to, even if we had 
feccived no alarm from the fide of France, without 
facuficing the rights of your Phirmaund, giving up 
fevery part of our tfuft, and breaking through 
your repeated (landing orders for more than 30 
years pad. 

25th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, it will appear td 
you, that fubmifiion could not have been paid by 
ns to two articles of the Machulkah, executed by 
your Chief and Council of Cofiimbuzar, and that 
wc had many months before guarded againd (as 
much as in us lay) the complaint laid in the third ; 
if the honours and confciences of men were to be 
influenced by checks the moft binding and folemn ; 
But it is plain the two articles of complaint were 
at the lad iniei ted, to give a colouring for enforcing 
the third and only one (our fortifications) the Suba 
until then infilled on, and had really in view. I 
TJ a am 
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am fenfible, no fmall pains wiJl be taken to thiow 
the nfe of your misfortunes here, on every caule 
but the right. 

2 6th. From the appearance of the Suba’s letter 
to Governor Pigott, your Prefident feems to be 
folely culpable in drawing on his lefentment; but 
neither jufhce nor probability will juftify the con- 
clufion, Angry he certainly was, at the terms of 
this letter ; but had not his refentment been much 
deeper founded, the terms of this letter, or the 
enor of one of your fervants, would never of 
itfelf have provoked him, or can vindicate the 
cruel deftrufhon both public and private, attending 
his proceedings, which fell equally heavy, as well 
on the natives, fubjefts of the Mogul, as on your- 
lelves and us ; and the immenfe plunder of Cal¬ 
cutta, we know, was one no fmall fubordinatc 
motive (inftilled into him by one or two harpies 
in confidence about him) for his maich againft us, 
at a time when he was rapacioufiy plundering 
wherever he could ; amafllng wealth to enable him 
either to buy at Couit his confirmation in the 
Subalhip, or keep filch a ftanding foice on foot, as 
would fecure it to him, in fpight of any oppofition 
or oideis fiom thence. 

27th. That matteis might have been accommo¬ 
dated with the Suba, for a film of money, as was 
effected by the French and Dutch, I am likewife 
fenfible will be ftrongly alledged againft us; but 
by whomfoever it is, I will be bound to fay, they 
aie either ignorant of the chain of politics and 
cirLUmftances which influenced and led him on, 
or never reafoned or thought upon them. The 
Suba’s whole conduit cppcics this allegation; his 
imnilteis weiL by our oitleis founded on the alter¬ 
native, and your Chiel and Counnl of Cofihn- 
buzai affuied us, that he had dcclaicd money was 
not the tlnn- lie wanted, but that we lliould defift 
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frotn our fortificacions, and deftroy our new 
woiks, &:c. 

2,Sth. The protcflion granted the family of 
Kaagbullob, (of which I have all cady given a 
faithful account) will, I alfo know, be urged with 
circuniftances that never cxidcd, as matter of 
heavy complaint agnail us, though the Suba never 
(that came to ourknowledge) made complamtabout 
it. I will not vindicate the piotettion being con¬ 
tinued to them until the deceafe of the old Suba , 

T have aheady, and I think jiillly condemned it-, 
but (this excepted) I will hope the circumftances 
attending and ui&ing it, will be fiiffieient to 
extenuate thatp«nt of our conduct. 

29th. I am informed it has been cruelly aJTcrted, 
and publiflied by the French, thaL the bringing 
down the Nabob and Ills aimy, and the defertion 
of the fort, See. had been long a cqncerled fcheme 
of the FicTident and Lhc icil of the Gentlemen of 
Council who went olf in the (hipping, and they 
mention in proof, as a corroborating circumftance, 
myfclf and the other Gentlemen of Council being 
leic a facrifice behind, (who they fay ufed generally 
to oppofe their meafures) with this addition, that 
they had embarked and canied off with them the 
greateft pait of the wealth of the fertlcment, 

1 lowfocvcr little right thefe gentlemen have to 
expert a vindication of their conduct from me, 
yet here common jufuce to them forbids my faience, 
and urges me to defend them from a cluige, which 
I bJ eve horn my heai t to be infamouUy :Llle, not 
only as to the a< 5 t but the intention , nor would I 
rven repeat a libel ib fcandulous and untrue, had 
I noL Received information that fome of your own 
ibrvants hid forwankd lrom your fuberdmare 'for 
want of a better) the public narrative the French 
in Denial lent to their fuoeiiors, of the captuie of 
Fort William •, in which narrative I hear the 
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above cruel charge has a place in nearly the fame 
terms I have recited it, with many other caufes 
affigned for this misfortune, equally void of pioba- 
bility or truth. 

30th. It will by fome, I doubt not, be repre¬ 
sented to you that Omychund was at the bottom of 
all the Suba’s councils and proceedings againfl us; 
$he part he really afted under cover, in this affair, 
is difficult to difhnguifh and point out ; that he 
was much chagrined at the little influence he had in 
the fettlement foi a few yeais laft pall, is molt cer¬ 
tain , in applications to the Durbar, (wherein he 
ufually was the a&mgpeifon between the Company 
and the Government) little ufe had been made of 
him, pofiibly more had been better.—Be this as it 
will, it is moil certain, he had no general weight 
for thefe four or five years, beyond what his wealth 
gave him, fo that his name and leputauon became 
lefiened in the eye of the government as well as in 
Calcutta, Picqued at this, and implacable in his 
refentmeni, it is not improbable he worked with 
fome inftruments of the Durbar, to embioil us in 
fuch a manner as would make his mediation and 
affillance necefTary, and thereby regain his credit 
and influence with both; little imagining things 
would go the length they did; in which it mult 
have been molt evident to him, his own large pof- 
(effions would be equally the Suba’s prey, with 
/ours: that he advifed the difpatch of Naran Sing, 1 
:o demand Raagbullob’s family, and introduced' 
aim into the fettlemenr, will not 1 think admit of 
loubt, no more than that he deeply refented his 
icing turned out of it again. His endeavours 
vith Wazeed, to mitigate things, when h& leally 
ound they were coming to extremities, was I 
leheve fincere enough until his imprifonment by 
he Prefident, an act of his power and foie audio < 
it/, for wjiich the pretence made ufe of was, in 
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my judgment, by no means fufficient, the corres¬ 
pondence dctefled hetween h*m and Rnjaram 
Harkarah, (the Suba’s head fpyj which was lead 
in the piefence of many of us, contained in our 
opinions nothing to vindicate it, nor had your Pre¬ 
sident even the content or approbation of his Coun¬ 
cil for thia ftep, or did he, that I temember, evei 
require it. On lus impnfonmcnr, his head Jem- 
mautdaar Jaggemant Sing {tabbed hunfelf, and let 
fire to his nuftei’s houfc, and fome of his women 
either butchered themfelvcs, or were butchered by 
otheis in the family, which became a fccne of much 
honor and confufion. It can haidly be doubted 
that Omychund became defperate in his lefentments, 
and it is probable enough he expedited the march 
of the Suba’s aimy, then advanced, I think, as 
far as Banka Bazar ; and it is hkewife probable, 
that he then fent him the real date of the fort and 
garufon, and alteiwaids might (as has been gene¬ 
rally fufpe&ed) fiom time to time have given him 
intelligence ■, but this is all conjedtuie ; we only 
know, that his Jemmautdaar jult now mentioned, 
Surviving the wounds he had given hunfelf, was 
put upon his horfe, and joined the Suba, whom he 
informed of the tranladhon ielating to his mafterY 
imprifonment; and when the enemy was lepulied 
at Baagbazar, he led the van of the army to the 
call ward, and diredled them to the avenues by 
which they entered the next day. 

31ft From others, I believe, yon will be told, 
that the diliniffion of your Dadney Merchants was 
one caufe of our misfortunes, arifing from their 
endeavouis at the Durbar to embroil >our affairs 
at the Arungs, as conduced by your own Goma- 
ilahs, hoping thereby to get the Dadney readmit¬ 
ted, and themfelves reinftatcd; nay fome, I have 
. been informed, have been hardy enough to uige 
and affert that the large inereaie of your revenues 
Zemindary was another ve t y principal caufe, which 
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clithe Ruba's attention on the f (tlcment, though 
memielves, yom Pi elide nt and Council, and I be¬ 
lieve the grcutcll part ol the Su bad ary, as v. t*ll as 
my Honourable Mallei know the credits ol that 
bianch were only mcrcafed without my innova¬ 
tions made in the branch ufelf, but to us lob uial 
difauvantage. Many more caufes and lealons equal¬ 
ly fubftantial will, I doubt not, be aligned and 
tranfmitted to you by fuch bufy and very Ihort-hghted 
politicians as thtfe: Hungers to ieal t'p**s they 
Lhmk they lb ill not appear of any lmpoi ranee, 
unlefs they alTign lb me, no matter liow mecngi li¬ 
ons : but you will now have matemls enough be- 
feue you to form your ow r n judgments. I think 
my concluflons on every caufe that can be alledgul 
for the extraordinaiy and unpreLedented conduct 
of the Suba, have facts and piobability to fupport 
them: To yon, Honourable Sirs, I humbly fub- 
mit them, ^vith this one coiiclufion more, that your, 
fitnation in thefe piovuiccs on a ie-eftjblilhment 
will be fuch as to admit of only t;wo alternatives 
that you mull in fntuie, either keep fuch a forti¬ 
fication and gaiiilon, as will at all times be fuJfi- 
cient to force your trade againft the Gppoiinoii and 
extortion of the government; o: reduce yout com¬ 
merce to the footing of Liu Trulhans and Danes, 
£jV. widiout lei is and gamlhns ui all, and on pay¬ 
ment of the loweft dtuits that can be ftipulatcd.— 
The immunities and piivilcges granted you in your 
Phirmaunds, you find now aie of no validity with¬ 
out a iniliUiy expence (more, I fear, than equiva¬ 
lent) to put them in foice ; but on this iubjett it 
will be my duty, to give you my fentimencs on 
anolhci occalion more aL large, whilft at prefent I 
lelume the thread of my narrative, broke off at the 
furrender ol your fort and fa£lory of Cofllmbuzar •, 
the eafy captuie of which, concuning with the 
.Suba’s intentions beyond Jus expectations, not only 
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gave the finiflung flioke to his refnlvcs, but expe¬ 
dit'd and faciliumd lus maich to Calcutta; which 
ha Vi me to a confidciaUon o{ the lmmecharc caufrs 
of its ludden leduCbon, moil needful to be known 
to my I .Honourable M'fieis, as the locks and 
quick lands on which we have unhappily llmck 
and lplir, being lauly and candidly laid down, 
ir.iy pi event a lucond wieck of your ell ate and 
had*. 

d’d ThcTe enufes I will ben; leave to invefiigatc 
under three geneial heads:—ift, The Hate oi our 
ioit'-'ications and garnlbns; td, The ftate of our 
ammunition, guns, and mihtaiy ftoies . and, 3d, 
the liberal errors and nufcaiiiagcs aufing lrom a 
deficiency (or rather a total want) ol militaiy 
knowledge or order. 

33d. To the firft article of my firft general head, 
it will not become me to .add much more than I 
let forth in my lettei befoie you of the 17th July, 

* diluted itoui Muxadabad to youi other two Pie- 
fide necs of Bombay and Foit St. Geoige. The 
nacuie and extent ot the power given to the Com¬ 
mittee of Foitifications, Meffrs. Drake, Warns, 
Scot and Manmngham, we have ever been kept 
ftrangers to; but I will venture to conclude, that 
had the money which was expended on the redoubt, 
drawbiidge, b?c. credled at Baagbuzai, and that 
which was meditated to be fpent on the circuit of 
the ditch beyond our bounds, as alfo Lhat which 
was difburfcd on the batteties, &c. tailed on the 
Suita’s approach, been timely appiopiiatcd to the 
demolition of the houfes round us, to have given a 
projx r efplanade to the northward, ealhvard and 
fouthwaru of your fort, the finking a ditch loumi 
it well palifaded, 1l had been employed to a more 
impmtant ule and purpofe, and have been a iuffi- 
cient dillouragcment to the government to have 
prevented any piojeft or hopes of attacking it, with 
. ' any 
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any piobubility of iuccefs.—I am fienfible it will be 
urged, the government would have never iufieicd 
thel'e meafures ; a reafomng ex poll fadto will not 
invalidate my conclufion; foi had it been thought 
of, or parried into execution at the commence¬ 
ment of the old Suba’s ficknefs, when every thing 
at the Durbar was in confufion, and both parties 
there employed on their own fchemes and defigns, 
the work might have been elFefted without let or 
hindrance; a Perwannah might pofiibly have reach¬ 
ed us, to prohibit our proceeding, but no troops 
could have been fent agamft us, whilft the atten¬ 
tions of the claChing mterefts at the Suba’s court 
were taken up in fecuring each their own fafety on 
his demile. What might have been done during 
that favourable interval is fufficiently evident, from 
the almoft inconceivable ufelefs works which we 
accomplifhed duung the fpace of a few days only : 
and the fame plea which your Prefidcnt urged in 
his letter to the Suba, fubfifted equally at the be¬ 
ginning of the old Suba’s ficknels, when we had 
*eafon enough to be alarmed by the approach of a 
war with France. The ruinous ftatc ot the line to 
he weftwaid of the fort, had been a reproach to 
)U! Ll clement, and to eveiy thing bearing the 
►ame of foi rificattons for more than two years, and 
vas in julfc and (trong (I will not fay in very de- 
ent) terms reprelented in a letter to the Board, by 
4 r. Jafper Leigh Jones the Captain of your train, 
think in April or May 1755, but no fteps weic 
iken to icpair it until we had rcafon hourly to 
xpe£t the enemy at our doors. The whole eafterly 
urtain had been for many yeais in fo ruinous a 
ondition as not to bear a gun , one we fired from 
, a three orfoui poundet, as 1 remember, which 
lade its way through the terrace; through thi4 
irtain from the principal gate to the north-ealt 
iftion, were (truck out five or fix large windows, 



[ 299 1 

fo many breaches made for the enemy, in a quarter 
too where we were moft liable to be attacked ; and 
to fum up the whole, the new Goodowns to the 
foiuhwjrd, had rendeied your two foutherly bi¬ 
llions ufelefs to each othei, and to the whole fouth- 
eily lace of the fort, which could not bp flanked 
by a Tingle ^un fiom either baflion :—From a con- 
fideiation ot thefe circumflances, joined to the in- 
rumbrance of the church and houtes loundus, and 
the other wants and difadvantages mentioned in my 
letLcr of the 17th July, it is felf-evident, the place 
could not have held out an hour ngainlt an Euro¬ 
pean enemy. 

34th. The Hate qf your gairifon comes next 
under view ■, a fubjefl on which I could wifh my 
duty to your fcrvfce would permit my filence, as 
tiuths difagreeable to me in the icutal, and very 
pnplcafing to you to hear, muft anfe from the 
fmallcft fcrqt’.ny made in it. It is moft ungrateful 
to a benevolent mind, to rehearfe the faults which 
may be juftly chaigcd even againfttlie living, much 
moie 1b againlt the dead, become fo in a great 
meafure by theii own errors, and want of know¬ 
ledge in the duties of their profeflion; but the 
choice and appointment of commanding officers in 
your garrifon, is now become fo important a con¬ 
federation to the well being of youi feivice, that 
none who would have any claim to your favour, 
or would be deemed faithful to the truft you have 
repofed in them, can be vindicated in concealing 
the truth from you. 

35th. Your five commanding officers weie Com¬ 
mandant Minchin, Captains Clayton, Buchanan, 
Wiclierington, and Grant, eadi of thefe gentle¬ 
men (Captain Clayton excepted) had fsen fervue, 
either in Europe or on die Cormandel coaft: 
Touching the military capacity of our Comman¬ 
dant, I am a flranger, I can only fay, that we 

weie 
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there, is did alfo all yourblave fubalteins (Enfigmi 
Walcotand Carftaiis excepted) wheie I will leave 
them, and proceed to confider youi Hoops in gai- 
rifon i confining) as already mentioned in my letter 
of the 17th July, by the mufter*iolls laid before 
tls, about the 6th or 8th of June, of 145 in bat¬ 
talion, and 45 of the train* officers included, and 
in both, only 60 Europeans, We weie taught to 
believe., theie were at all your fuboichnates, at leail 
200 men, the btft of our ganifon, viz. atCoflinv 
buzar too, at Dacca about 40, atLuckypoie 30, 
and at Ballafore about the fame number ; but it is 
certain the numbers there barely exceeded one hun¬ 
dred : Whether two hundicd ought to have been 
theie, I am not mailer enough of the fubjedt to 
declaie * fo am obliged here to refer to your Pi evi¬ 
dent, for your further fatisfadhion ; who (or in his 
abfence youi fecond) had always the infpedlion of 
the rolls, and muftenng the men. Of thefe hand¬ 
ful of troops in garnlon, there were not five that 
had ever, I believe, leen a mufket fired in anger. 
Had the militia of the place been (agreeably to 
your ordeis per Godolphin, anno 1751) regularly 
trained to aims, they might at this jundture have 
been a moll feafonable fupply: but this elfential 
regulation, I am foiry to fay, was totally negle&cd, 
fo that when we came to adtion, there were hardly 
any amongft the Armenians and Portuguefe inhabi¬ 
tants, and but few amongft the European militia, 
who knew the light from the wrong end of their 1 
pieces. Prom the militia, about 65, chiefly Eu¬ 
ropeans, enteied volunteers in the battalion, (moll 
of them your own covenanted fervants) in wliofe 
|ult praife, I can hardly fay enough. They fuftained 
every hardihip of duty, greatly beyond the mili¬ 
tary themfdves; their addrefs in the life of their 
irms was aftonifhing, the fiioi t time there was to 
lam them confidered 5 rnd though their biavcry 

may 
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mny have been equalled, I ana fure it has not been 
exceeded, by any fet of men whatfuever. A con- 
fiderable body of thefe, were on the Saturday 
morning relieved from duty, and were gone oil 
boaid the flnps to depofit their papers, or on other 
o'rafions relative to their private affans; as wcie 
likewife on the like call, many of the militia, with 
four of their officeis, to wit, the reverend Mr., 
Maplecoft Captain-lieutenant, Captain Hcmy 
Week erburn, Lieutenant of the fiifl- company., 
and Enfigns Sumner, and Charles Douglas, all of 
them gentlemen who had failed in no paTtof duty, 
cither as officers or foldiers, in the defence of the 
places fo that theie is no reafun to doubt the 
veracity of their own afiertiona, in which they are 
joined by the volunteers : “ That they had no 
Lt intention, but to return to the defence of the 
ct place, until they faw r your Prefident, Command- 
u ant Minchin, Captain Grant and Mr. Macket, 
* e quit it (Meflrs. Manningham and k’rankland 
f! having quitted it before) and a general retreat 
1C rumoured.” and indeed, immediately after, all 
means of returning were cut off from them, by 
the falling down of every fbip, veflel, and boat. 
Thus, Honourable Sirs, you fee our garriion, 
fmall as it was, reduced and weakened, both m its 
ltrength, officers and councils, in a veiy impor¬ 
tant degree, to the difhcaitening thole who ftayed, 
and encouragement of the enemy ; and when it 
is confidered, thole lemaining, including officers, 
volunteers, foldiers and militia, did not exceed one 
hundred and feventy men ■, and that of thole there 
weie twenty-five killed, and about feventy wound¬ 
ed, before noon the 20th, and the whole cxhaulled 
of Llieir ftrength, by continual duty and action, and 
our people of the tram reduced to fourteen only 
it would not, I hope, have been wondered at, had 
we furrendered your fort without pa: ley or capnu- 
1 Leon, 
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latior, though it is certain we fiiould not h.'ue fur- 
icndeied ouriHve% Ind not our own jjcO[>Lj I'oiluI 
the weftein gale during the parley; loi luvmg no 
dependence on the clemency of the enemy've had 
to deal with, we had meditated, in cafe the St. 
George with her boats failed us, the foicing a ic- 
treat that night, through the foutherly bamer by 
the rtver-fide, and to have maiched until we came 
under cover of the Ihips, then lying befoie Sur- 
man’s gardens, imagining the enemy would be too 
much employed on the plunder of the fort, to 
have molcited us greatly in our retreat 

37th. On the lecond geneial head l lhall have 
litLle to lay. That we had not powder fu/ficient, 
and that we had, not good; that we had haidly 
any fhells fitted, or fuzees fitted to them; that 
there was hardly a carnage that would bear a gun ; 
that the fifty fine cannon you fent out three years 
ago, 18 and 24 pounders. Jay negledted under your 
walls; and that we were deficient in almoft every 
kmd of military ftoies, are all truths, will not ad¬ 
mit of any difpute, but who is propeily account¬ 
able for thefe defedts, or under whofe immediate 
care or inlpedtion they weie, or ought to have been, 
mull:. Honourable Sirs, be determined by your- 
felves. 

38th. I ?m come now to my thiid and Jaft gene¬ 
ral head. Our own errois; a iubjedt, I am foiry to 
declare, too fruitful of matter, though bcanng 
gieat extenuation, when it is confidered, we had 
m truth no militaiy head to guide us; and that I 
may be as 1 .tele tedious as polfible, I will wave the 
rehearfal of our fmaller eriors, and keep to thofe 
more capital ones, which vaiioufly, m my judg¬ 
ment, contributed to the lofs of your fettlement, 
and were the caufcs of embarrafiing and preventing 
our general retreat, with the public and private 
effedb depofited in your foit, and 1 lhall lecite 
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theft in order of time as they happened, thai^f due 
heed be paid to them, the like misfortune l^ftbe 
avoided in future. 


39th. Our firft capital error was, the neglefting 
taking poflelfion of Tannei’s Fort, on our pro- 
vifions being prohibited the fcttlement, and when 


there was no force or tt oops there to have oppofed 
us; this meafure in our firft council of war, I 


moved and urged, with eveiy argument in my 
powci, Ihould be ddne with 25 or 30 men, and a 
pai ty of Buxerries, and that a battery of fix guns 
fhould be immediately ere&ed there towards the 


northward or landTide, In this motion I was 


ftrongly feconded by Monf. la Beaume, and I think 
Captain Giant only, and confequently it was over¬ 
ruled. The utility I thought evident j it would 
have fecured provifions from the other fide of the 
river, or the Suba rnuft have divided his force; it 


would have fecured the retreat of the (hipping ; 
it might have been a retreat to ourfelves, or if at 
laft drove from it, we had it ftill in our power to 
deftroy it, in fuch a manner as to have rendered it 
ufelefs, and prevent its proving a troublefome thorn 
in our fides, which it may poflibly yet be, if ever 
we advance again to retake your fettlement, as our 
(hips mu ft pafs within almoft piftol-fhot of it. 
The Gentlemen faw the utility or this meafure too 
late our ftiips were fent down to attempt the 
poflelfion of it; a great deal of ammunition was 
fruitlefsly thrown away againft it; our (hips re¬ 
ceived much damage, and were obliged to make 
an inglorious retreat, to the no finall encourage¬ 
ment of the enemy and our difgrace : and to funi 
up all the misfortunes attending this error, our 
(hips in their flight, with that part of the colony 
who left the fort, were, from the fire they were 
obliged to fuftain from this fort, and the little 
order obferved amongft themfeWes, thrown into 
X fuch 
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fuch confuflon that fcvcral ran a-lhoic, and fome, 
the nehclt in the fleet, fell into the enemy’s hands, 
and were plundered. 

40th. Our fecond capital error, wuh our fmall 
and untrained gainfon, was, I conceive, railing the 
three advanced ports and batteries to the northward, 
eaftward, and fouthward, and the gaol, which 
anfwered no purpofe, butexhaufting, hai raffing, and 
deftioying the few people we had. If we, in place 
of this meafure, had kept our force moie united, 
withdrawn Picard and his party from Baagbazar, 
and taken pofleffion with our mufquetry of the 
church, the Company’s, Meffis. Cruttenden’s, 
Eyres’s, and Omychund’s houfes, the enemy could 
not have approached us without infinite lofs, and 
with hardly any probability of fuccefs From thefc 
ports, clofe under the cover of our guns, our 
tioops could hardly have been attacked, much lefs 
been diflodged, as we had fufficient proofs after¬ 
wards when the out-ports were withdrawn ; or if 
there had appeared a neceffity of abandoning them, 
their retreat to the fort was fecure ; confiderably 
Ids than half the troops ftationed at the ouc-pofts 
would have been fufficient for this fervice, and this 
impoitant qoniequence had followed, a regular 
relief for duty, of which we had none, as things 
were unhappily conduced, nor would that infinite 
confuflon and diforder in the fort have enfued, 
which did on withdiawing thefe batteries j thefoit 
had been in a manner left defencelefs for the 
iuppoit of them, and little benefited by the re¬ 
turn of tioops, fatigued and hardly able to Hand, 

‘—You have. Honourable Sirs, an exa£t plan 
of your iettlemenr, and of every houfe in it, on 
'iijfpedtion of which, you will, at one view, fee the 
inutilny of thefe three principal out-ports. That 
to the noithwaid was ciefted to defend the pai's 
> between the corner of Mr, Griffith’s houfe and the 
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fiver-fide, h precaution totally ufelefs, as yon will 
find Mr. Guffith’s houfe, your falt-petre Godowns, 
and the whole ftrcet weie commanded by the guns 
on the noilh-eaft baftion, within lefs than mufket- 
Jhot of your fort. That ij the eaft-ward, at the 
Court-houfe, you will find commanded by the 
battei y over the caftein gate, and from the old and 
new fouth-eaft ballions within mufket-fhot. That 
to the fouchward was not indeed commanded by 
any gun from the fort, but field-pieces advanced 
a few paces without your eaftein gate, would not 
only have commanded that, but the other two 
principal avenues to the fort, if the battei yon the 
gate, and the noi th-eaft baflion had not been deemed 
a fufficient defence againft the appioach of the 
enemy ■, and had they advanced by the ditch to 
the fouthward of the burying-ground, and up the 
avenue between that and my houfe, or penetrated 
through the burying-gtound, we ftill had nothing 
to apprehend fiom them, as the whole fquare be¬ 
tween the foutherly face of the foit and the hofpital, 
and gate of the burying-ground, was commanded 
not only by the new fouth-eaft baftion, but by 
feven four pounders on the new Godowns, and our 
fmall arms from thence and the Company’s houfe. 
Had the difpofition I have mentioned been made* 
and the walls of the Loll Baag and thofe oppofite 
the Company’s houfe been levelled, it is more than 
probable the Suba at laft would have been obliged 
to retreat with his army; for it is plain he had none 
with him capable of eretting any battery that could 
have huit us, (that which did us mofl damage 
being our own 18 pounders turned againft us from 
the Court-houfe) and with their fmall arms, there 
was hardly a poflibihty of approaching near enough 
to have affe&ed us.—My conclufions, Honourable 
5ns, are on this head, the lefult of reafon, and a 
late fatal expeuence, and not of art, for I am no 
X z loldier - M 
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ibldier; but I cannot help thinking fuch would 
have been the falutary difpofition, had we been 
happy enough to have had a foldier at the head, 
or a chief commanding officer in any degree fkilled 
in the art of defence \ but, in place of it, lines 
were formed, which required ten times the number 
of men to defend: lucky we were in having an 
enemy who had as little fkill and addrefs in the 
attack, as we in the defence, and much lefs refo- 
lution, or on the night of the 16th or iyth, they 
might have entered at four different pofts, and cut 
off the retreat to the fort of each of the five ad¬ 
vanced batteries (including Baagbazar and the 
gaol) for not a gun could have been fired to cover 
their retreat, but muff have been equally levelled 
at our own troops as at the enemy. In the avenues 
between Meffrs. Coale 3 s and Omychund’s houfes 
we funk a ditch and threw up a bank within, which 
poft, for want of people, was trufted to the guard 
of four pykes only. The importance of this poft 
will appear in a moment, (fiom the plan of your 
fettlement before you) through which the enemy 
might have thrown ten ihoufand men into the very 
center of our lines, before, or as foon as we could 
have known any thing of the matter. In the 
avenue north of the Court-houfe Tank or pond 
was another ditch funk, which, from the fame 
caufe, was little better defended than the former. 
From the fouth-eaft angle of the park, to the corner 
Mr. Lafcell’s houfe, was a third, defended by 
i corporal and fix men. The fourth was at the 
intiancc into the fquare of the Leffer Tank, Mr. 
Putham’s houfe, and defended by a detachment 
rom the fouth advanced battci y; at neither of thefe 
bur inceimediare pofts were planted a fingle cannon, 
ind they might have been foiced in the night, with- 
>ut the loft of ten men to the enemy, and the 
legleft of it coft them fome thoufands. I am the 

more 



[ 3°9 3 

more particular on this fubjeft, in proof of the 
eiror I have here cenfured, becaufe, from the 
plan before you, you will be convinced, that the 
foicing any one of them in the night, would have 
intercepted the ietreat to the fort of the tioops 
ltationcd at all the advanced battenes, and caufed 
the immediate lutrender of the fort, and points 
out, not only the danger and inutility of theft bat¬ 
teries, but the impropriety of forming an extent of 
line we had not men to defend. And to compleat 
our blunders in engineering, a trench was funk thio’ 
your park, fiom North to South, within little 
more than half mulket-lhot of your baftions, the 
earth of which proved (after the advanced batteries 
weie withdrawn) afecure bieafl-work to the enemy, 
and from whence they did us the greateft injury 
with their fmall arms. We were, it is plain, engi¬ 
neers in theory only, with the additional misfor¬ 
tune, that thofe in fupeiior command either had 
no j'udgment in the diredtion, or did not chufe to 
Ihow it, whilfl: others who had probably better, 
could not with propriety interfere ; to which I may 
add, we had neither time for piojettion or exe¬ 
cution? a frill further proof we fhould have re¬ 
mained fatisfied in occupying the houfes round us, 
and trufted to our foie only. 

41ft. A thiid error, and which I elteem a capital 
one, was the neglecting to attack the lear of that 
body of troops which fuppoited the enemy’s iz 
pounder, in the attack of the gaol the 18th. This 
body confifrcd of 5000 chofen men and officeis. 
The troops that defended this poft fuftained the 
enemy’s attack for fome time in the open road, be- 
iore the gaol, with two field-pieces and their fmall 
arms , but being rntnely open to the enemy, and 
having fome killed and levelal wounded, they were 
obliged at I a ft 10 retieat under cover into the gaol 
with their field-pieces, having before piepaied two 
X 3 embiazuies 
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embrazures for them in the wall, winch commanded 
the avenue tluough which the enemy WuS advancing, 
and the pofl: was obflinaLely and gdllanLly defended 
for a gieac while, under the command of JVlunf, 
la Beau me and Enfign Caiflans, Duiing the at¬ 
tack of* this pofl, andjufl after the cruops refloated 
into the gaol, we projected at the center advanced 
battery, the attacking the enemy m the rear, with 
25 or 30 men and two field-pieces, to be matched 
from the Nonh batteiy, whilfl we advanced Lwo 
more fiom our pofl, with all our mfantiy and 
militia, and joined the troops at the gaol to make 
one general fally and attack on them in front, whilfl 
the detachment from the northwaid fell on the 
rear by order of Captain Clayton, who commanded 
at the center advanced, batteiy. I wiotc fhenuoufly 
to the Prefident, to let him know our intentions, 
and requefled he would inflantly order the detach¬ 
ment, with a couple of field-pieces, to advance 
into the middle road on the enemy’s rear ■, to which 
we received anfwcr, “ That it was impoflible, there 
“ were not men to fend.” The erior I cenfuie on 
this incident, is the not fufHciently confidcring the 
importance of it, and the troops that might have 
been without danger or inconvenience detached on 
this fervice, had the North advanced baLtery been 
divefted entirely of the mufketry Rationed there, 
and with the volunteers fent out, the poll would 
have lun no rifque, whilfl theie remained only a 
fingle officer, and people of the tram fufficient to 
attend the battery i or on the march of the detach¬ 
ment, (if it had been judged neccflary) that bat¬ 
tery might have been reinfoiced with a detach¬ 
ment of the militia from the fort, as ours at the 
center bjttery had been the 17th at night, under 
Enfign Chailes Douglas, when Captain Clayton 
was oidered on a piquet of 50 men, to fecure Lhe 
retieat of Lieutenant Blagg, and the troops from 
Baagbazar $ or fome people might have been 
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draughted off from the Couth advanced battery, 
which had not once been (nor was likely to be) 
attacked : the misfoitnne of this negledt will belt 
appear horn thealmoft certain confequences which 
would have attended the causing it into execution 
There was no impediment that could have obltruc- 
ted the detachment’s ailiving duedlly clofe on the 
back of the enemy, who would have been between 
two fires, without hardly a pofiibility ol a tithe of 
the whole body ecaping a lepulie and ilaughtci, 
which, I am convinced, would have ftiuck fuch a 
panick into the enemy, as, in all human proba¬ 
bility, had obliged the Suba to have retreated, and 
d opt his defigns agamic us.—Touching this eiroi, 

I am far from blaming the Piefident; I otdy regret 
his misfortune of having no commanding military 
officer neai him, who could have feen atfi‘11 iighq 
and convinced him of the impoitanc ufe this felly 
would have been to the fervice. 

42d. The abandoning the center advanced bat- 
teiy, at the Couit-houfe, has bv tome been afleited 
as the caufe of the lofs of the foit, and confequently 
comes under the head of our errors, and requires 
confideration in the fouith place, the more fo as I 
am convinced much flrefs will be laid on this caufe, 
by thofe who are totally ftrangers to the fituation 
of things at that battery, or die realons which 
male it needful to abandon it.—This poll was 
commanded by Capt. Cliyton as cldell Captain 
(next to the Commandant) myfclf as Captain of 
the firfl company of militia, w^s Rationed under 
him. At this battely, with a detachment of the 
mill da, we had on the whole, including ofiiceis, 
batcalion volunteers, militia, and train, about, go 
men and 15 Buxcrries, two fix poundeis mounted 
on the b-iUeiv, two field-pieces, and two 18 poun¬ 
ders.— riom the moil fupetficul view of this poll, 
it was evident, to am capacity, that the enemy 
X 4 would 
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would never venture to make an open attack 
agamll it our muikeliy, for this realbn, became 
uTelcfs at the battery j the manilell and only icr- 
vice that could be made of Lhem, was Rationing 
them in the houfes round us which commanded 
the battery, and the letter avenues leading to n 
but this very important ftep not feeming to be 
attended to by Captain Clayton, myfelf, and Cap¬ 
tain Henry Wedderbuin my Lieutenant, took the 
libeity to leprefent to him, the utility and ablblutc 
necettity of this meafure. Piqued, I fear, that a 
thing fo obvious did not occur to himfelf, he ic- 
plied, there were not men enough ; he would not 
weaken his poft; though this moft certainly was 
the only means of ftrengthening it. As often as 
we uiged it, he perfifted in his erior; the conic- 
quence was natural j the enemy benefited by our 
negledt, took pottefiion of every houfe round us, 
and of the play-houfe alfo, after the gaol was 
abandoned in the afternoon, and from thence by 
half paft four m the afternoon, were breaking out 
feveral loop-holes bearing on our battery. About 
this time the enemy had forced the pafs by Mr, 
Putham’s houfe, and had got in multitudes within 
our lines, they had obliged the detachment from 
Captain Buchanan’s poll, under Lieuicnant Blagg, 
to letieat to the South battery. They had alio 
obliged the guard by Mr. Laflell’s houfe (which 
we fiom our poft had leinforced with two Ser¬ 
jeants and 20 men) to retire, and were fcemingly 
advancing to attack our poft m flank, through the 
Lell Baag, and intercept our retreat j but having 
brought one of the 18 pounders to bear upon 
them, and fweep the whole eafterly fide of the 
letter great Tank, we flopped their career with 
much daughter; the fort at the fame time keeping 
1 warm firing upon them from the baflions. Thus 
:ircumftanced, Capt, Clayton ordered me (I think 
3 about 
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about five in the afternoon) to go down to tfie 
foit, and reprefent the Rate of the battery, and 
leceive orders, whether the poft fhould be with¬ 
drawn or maintained. The ordeis weie to with¬ 
draw it immediately, and fpike up the cannon we 
could not biing off.* I returned with thefe orders, 
and, to my aftomfhment, found the two 18 poun- 
deis, and one of the fix poundeis on the battery 
fpiked up, and the poft in fucli confufion as bais 
all description. There was nothing could have 
pi evented our bringing off the cannon, and mak¬ 
ing the moft legular and foldicr-like reticat, had 
we been commanded by an officer of icfoluticn and 
judgment; but as it was, our retreat had more 
the appeal ance of a confufcd lout, bringing off 
only one field-piece, and the cannon lpiked with 
fo little art, that they were eafily dulled and turned 
againft 11s. The ordeis for withdrawing this poft 
cucumflanced as it then was, earned the utmoft 
propriety with it (the enemy having then made 
lodgments in the theatre and houfes clofe round us) 
for though with our cannon and cohorn Ihells ad¬ 
vanced without the batteiy, we difiodged the ene¬ 
my from two of the houfes, to wit, Mr. Bourchier’s, 
and that formeily belonging to Mr. Twifs; yer, 
in an hour more, not a man could have appealed 
on the battery, or ftirred in or out of the Court- 
houfe, without being a dead-mark to the enemy > 
to fay nothing to our people’s having been nced- 
lefsly fatigued and harrafled, to fuch a degtee, that 
I believe, in two hours more not a man of us would 
have had fliengch enough to have walked to the 
fuit. On the oiders being ifilied foi abandoning 
our poft, precipitate orders weie fent to Captain 
Buchanan, and Captain-lieutenant Smith, imme¬ 
diately to withdraw from the other two advanced 
battmts, and fpike up their cannon. The realon 
pleaded and uiged in defence of this h.ifly flep, 
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was the abfolute neceffity of doing it as foon as the 
center battery was withdiawn. r ro this I am 
obliged to objedt, as a leaion very infufficient: if 
any rcalons at all fubftllcd, for their being eredted 
and maintained prior to the withdrawing the center 
battei y s they iubfifted as much, if not more, after- 
waids, at lcnft, there was no caufe in nature for 
the order for fpiking up the cannon. The South 
advanced battery had never bten attacked, the 
northerly had, in the morning, and repulfetl the 
enemy ; the only circumflance to be appiehenJed, 
was the retreat of the troops being cut off, which 
was eafily guarded againfl, as we knew tin* enemy 
was within our lines. A referve battery had been 
thrown up actols the pnncipal fouth avenue, jull 
oppofite to the Company’s houie, and clofc under 
the cover of the guns from the two foudierJy ba- 
ftions, with intention that Captain Buchanan’s com¬ 
mand fbould retue to it with its cannon, ir, cafe he 
was obliged to retire fiom the advanced batteiy at 
the bridge ; but this was never thought of. At 
this referve battery they could not be attacked, 
without infinite lofs to the enemy, nor flanked from 
the entrenchment cut through the park 01 Loll 
Baag, which, in its whole length, was fcoured by 
our fmall aims from the church; that and Mr. 
Eyre’s houfe being taken pofleflion of on abandon¬ 
ing the center batterv, which likewife fecuicd the 
retreat of Captain-lieutenant Smith’s command ; fo 
that there could benoieafon ol quitting cithei of 
thefepolls in the piecipitaie manner they did, which 
was the caufe of infinite confiifiun amon^il our- 
felvcs, and of no fmall entoui agement to the enemy, 
and proves a fupport to the c-iifuie I think I have 
juftly palled on our fecond capital enor, that it had 
been a happy incident if thcJc out-putts liad never 
been thought of. I mull not quit this fubjedt, 
without doing pailiculai jutttce to Lieutenant Blagg 

and 
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and ten of our volunteeis, (eight of them your 
covenanted fcrvants) viz. Meflrs. Law, Ellis, Took, 
N.Diake, Chailes Smuh, Wilkmfon, Dodd, Knap- 
ton, William Parkei and Macpherfon *, thefe Gen¬ 
tlemen weie detached from Captain Buchanan’s 
pod, to fuftain a Seijeant and 16 men polled in Mr. 
Goddaid’s houle, to defend the poll Mr. Put- 
ham’s, and tluew thcmfelves into Captain Min- 
clun’s houfc, from the top of which they made a 
great daughter of the enemy; and when that poll 
wis forced, the Scqeant and his men made a pre¬ 
cipitate retieat to the battery, without once think¬ 
ing of the Gentlemen polL-d at Captain Minchin’s, 
where thefe had a long and bloody conflict with a 
number ol the enemy, mod unequal, and at lad 
foiced a retreat, glonous to ihemfelves, but with 
the lots of two of their (mall detachment, viz. 
Meffs Smuh and Wilkmfon, who by midake were 
feparated fiom the body ; the fit ft lefufed quarter, 
and killed five of the enemy before he fell; the 
other called lor quaiter, but was denied it, and cut 
to pieces. 

43d. I have now brought yon. Honourable Sirs, 
to the fifth and lad acd of our tragedy of errors, 
which bi ought on as fatal and melancholy a cata- 
ftrophe, I believe, as ever the annals of any people, 
or colony of people, differed fince the days of 
Adam; to wit, theGoveinot, Melf. Manningham, 
Frankland, Macket, the pnncipal officers, and a 
confldeiable part of the colony, abandoning your 
fort, effects and garrifon, with the Ihips and veffek, 
whereby the retieat of thofe who remained was to 
all intents and purpofes cut off, to the number of 
about 170 peifom, and lefc a faci lfice to anexafpe- 
ruted and mcrcilcfs enemy; amongft thole four of 
your counnl, a great number of your pnncipal 
and valuable covenanted fervants, three military 
Captain'., feveral Commanders of Ihips, eight or 

nine 
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nine commiffioned officers, many of the principal 
inhabitants, and others. Our proceedings in this 
diftrefsful fituation, I have in few words fiimmed 
up in my letter of the 17th July from the capital 
of the piovince, which I beg leave to repeat heie, 
left that letter by any accident ihould not have 
reached you, “ Mr. Peaike’s waving his right of 
fenionty, he, and the gentlemen in council, with 
the unanimous approval of the gentlemen in the 
fervice, the garnfon and inhabitants, eledted me 
their Governor and Admin iflrator of your af¬ 
fairs during the troubles, and fulpended your Pre- 
fident, and MefTrs. Manningham, Frankland, and 
Macket, fiom your feivice, for their breach of 
truftj as alfo the military officers who accompa¬ 
nied them.” In my letter above icferred to, I 
indifcriminately blamed the whole who had left 11s, 
in which I may well be excufed, for I had it not 
then in my power to make the juft diftindtions and 
exceptions I have here already done; for, in truth, 
it can be incumbent only on your Governor, and 
Commander in Chief, and the Gentlemen of Coun¬ 
cil, and the officeis who accompanied him in this 
defe< 5 hon, to vindicate, if poffible, this piece of 
conduct; nor can it be wondeted at, that thole 
neither in truft nor command, fhould quit a caufe, 
where thofe who boie the higheft diflinftions in 
both, delerted it: That the foit was not tenable, 
is a truth cannot be contradicted, any moie than 
that a general letreat, with all its effects public 
and private, might, with eafe, have been effected, 
had thofe on whom it retted done their duty. 
When I mendon a geneial retreat, J would be un- 
derftood to mean no moie than the European inha¬ 
bitants, the garrifon and their families *, as for the 
multitudes of others that were (by an infatuation 
not to be accounted for) admitted into the fort, to 
the number of 6000 at leaft, they muft have been 
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abandoned; they would have fuftcred nothing by 
being left behind, and would have cauled much 
embartaliment and diftrefs to the whole by being 
embarked. As I have before done j'uftice to the 
officers of militia and others, who were embarked 
without (I am convinced) having any intention of 
abandoning the foi t, I mult in this place likewife 
lender juftice, to the belt of my knowledge and 
infoimation, to the character of one of your Board, 
Mr William Mackett: This gentleman had the 
command of the fecond company of militia, and 
went to fee his lady (and children) on board the 
Uodaly the iSth at night, where he left her dan- 
geroufly ill abput n, and returned to the fort, 
though the ftrongeft perfuafions, I am well in¬ 
formed, were ufed to detain him on board. Could 
any confideration or plea have been prevalent 
enough to ffiake that of honour, the fituaiion of 
this gentleman’s family, joined to thofe perfuafions, 
would have determined his ftay; but he retuirted 
to rhe duty his honour called him to, and with the 
confent and approbation of Mrs. Mackett. Early 
on the morning of the 19 th, the Prefident, Mr. 
Mackett, the Reverend Mr. Mapletoft, myfelf and 
others, were employed in cutting open the bales of 
cotLon, and filling it in bags, to carry upon the 
parapets; then (I recollect) Mr. Mackett inti¬ 
mated to me the unhappy condition he left his lady 
in the pi eceding night, and exprefied his defire and 
intention to ftep on board for five minutes, to fee 
her: That this was the foie motive of his going, 
without any defign of abandoning the fort, I am 
convinced of; and is, I think, proved by the 
whole of his behaviour during the fiege, and his 
return to the fort from the Dodaly the preceding 
night. With equal pleafuie I would embrace any, 
even piobable, appearance tojuftify the condudt of 
your othei fervants m higher truft; agaihft whom, 

I with 
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J with moie leal concern fay, the chaigs lies too 
heavy and obvious to admit of extenuation. The 
proof, and fupporting this charge, I could wifli a 
talk impofed on any body elfe , but unluckily, 
none but myfelf is equal to it, as none can be lb 
well acquainted with the circumllances attending 
it * and however galling the remembrance of my 
own chains, fufferings and Ioffes may be, they lhall 
not influence me to deviate from truth, though 
fuch remembrance may urge me to terms of feeming 
bitternefs, hardly unavoidable, when thole lufferings 
can be attributed to nought but the unaccountable 
conduit I am now impeaching—a conduct which 
(however palliated by a thoufand frivolous reafons) 
will juftly lay your Prefident and Meffrs. Man- 
ningham and Frankland open to the cenfure of 
breach of trull, of the higheft imprudence and 
inconfiftence, and prove them ftrangers to the very 
dictates of humanity. 

44th. In what degree either of the above-named 
gentlemen may appear lefs culpable than the others, 
or really are fo, is not my bufinels to determine $ 
this, Honourable Sirs, I will leave to your judg¬ 
ments and fentence, whilft I give you as faithful 5 
ftatement of the fails, as in my power; that Meff. 
Manningham and Frankland’s falling down from the 
fort with the Dodaly, and refufing to return to it, 
and join our Councils the night of the 18 th, though 
more than once fummoned to it by your Prefident, 
were the primary caufes of all the confufion that 
enfued, will, I think, hardly admit of conteft: 
The defence thefe Gentlemen make to exculpate 
ihemfelves, Hands on the face of the Fulta conful- 
tations of the 14th of July laft, and is replied to by 
me, on my return from Ballifore, in a letter'to the 
Bjoard at Fulta, under date the 25th of October 
lift* > copy of which I hereunto annex * the de¬ 
parture »of the Dodaly (of which tliofe gentlemen 
, were 
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were parr owner;) and their refufal to return, were 
the caule of jcaloulies and feais, which otherwife 
would never have exilted; and the ganifon were 
well vindicated in their conclufions, that when gen¬ 
tlemen, who bore the moll: chllinguilhed characters 
both civil and imlitaiy, had quitted and refufed to 
leturn to their null, and duty, eveiy man was pro¬ 
viding lor himllll the belt he could. The Cap¬ 
tain ot the Dudaly exculpates himfelf, by produc¬ 
ing fiom your Piefident an order of the 15th of 
June, piupoiting, that he lhould obey all fuch 
oiders as he lhould receive from himfelf or Mr. 
Manningham ; and thefe Gentlemen take the 
advantage of this order, to prove their power, 
and extenuate their departing with the Ihip ; 
a power which devolved to Mr, Manning- 
ham for quite anothei purpofe, and cannot be 
wrefted, with either tiuih or propriety, to the 
purpole it is now produced to ferve, as your Pre- 
fident can well witnels. The infpedhon and necel- 
faiy orders to be lfllied in matters relative to the 
Maiinc, was ollVicd «.nd undertaken by Mr. Man- 
ningham, to eafe the Picfident, and not with the 
intention that he lhould be theieby impow'ered to 
diflrels him and the garrifon with the defection of 
th.it Ihip, and of quirting a trull which opened 
the way, and was, I believe, in fome meafuie, the 
caule of your Pielidem’s quitting his trull alio on 
the fuccceding morning, though I offer it not in 
fufficient vindication of a conduct not to be vindi¬ 
cated in one who boie the character of gos^ernor 
and commander in chief of yourfoit and garnlbn. 
That things were m the utmoft confulion I admit ; 
that nopioper Older, rule or command wnsobferved, 
is moll true; that the pioccedlngs of Meff Man- 
ningham and Frankland were iulpicious and alar¬ 
ming, I giant; but on whom will all this refledt 
and recoil ? Had, on the firlt icfufal thefe gentle¬ 
men 
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men made tojoin our councils at this impoitantjunc 
tuie, the Ihip been remanded back, under the eovei 
of our guns, and a detachment fentto bring them t< 
their duty, in place of their being iiiifered to waii 
for one to defend the Grip from the hazaid thej 
themfelves had brought her into, without oiders o 
knowledge of any one in the ganifon, the meafun 
would have fpoke the governor and commander ii 
chief-, a thoufand mi (chiefs had been avoided, noi 
he himfelf reduced the next day to the unhappj 
dilemma which at lait ended in his following theii 
example, to the deltruction of thofe left behind 
and with the'knowledge, that neither the Company’; 
treafure, books, or eflfential papers were embarked 
no more than the immenfe propei ly then depofitce 
in the fort, confining of your own effects and o 
a multitude of otheis, left milerable and indigen 
by the defertion j in having all means cut offfron 
them of favmg it, and With thofe very fhips tha 
were employed and detained for its piefervation 
Fortitude is not given to every one and I ma] 
moftjuftly plead exenfefor any failure arifing fron 
our want of mihtaiy knowledge ; it could not b< 
expected from us, but every ait of common pru 
dence will: If the lives of lo many brave ant 
valuable men, who perifhed by this conduit, meii 
ted no regard, the gentlemen’s own fupport witl 
their Employers depended on their having a regarc 
to their effefts entrufled to their charge ; as trea 
furers, it was incumbent chiefly on them to fei 
that the r re alii re was embarked ; this was a meafun 
judged eligible in a Council of War, befoie the 
fort was judged not tenable, and fure ought imme 
diately to Iuve been carried into execution. Tha 
Cooleys could nor be obtained to carry that and th< 
Company’s books off, as alledged on the face o 
‘the Fulta confultaclons, mud appear to every bod} 
then in garrifon, and indeed to the whole woikl, « 

pretenc* 
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pretence to palliate a needlefs pannic, difoider and 
negleCt. That money and effefts were that night 
embarked, is a truth known to every body ; and on 
fuppofmon there was not a Cooley in the l'ort, a 
fingle Topaz could have embarked the laft year’s 
books, the confultations and eflfential papers. But 
it niufl. appear a fa£t beyond contradiction, thac 
thefe, and eveiy thing elfe, were facrificed and 
abandoned to the confideration of thele gentle¬ 
men’s own fafety ; though that no ways endangered, 
but fiom the Heps taken to fecure it; for had we 
been joined in our councils, and the flnps con¬ 
tinued under the protection of our gun«, or biought 
back, and any the leak command exeited, we had 
it in our powei to leave the Suba the bare walls of 
your fort only, without a gun in it that would 
have been of any ufe to him, or injury to us or the 
flapping. Had we remained united in our foice* 
and proper fpint (hewn, and examples made, what 
could have been appieliended from a few drunken 
Dutch foldiers, or a few fediuons among the rabble 
of the militia , the Piefident, council, officers, 
gentlemen in the fervice, volunteers, and principal 
inhabitants, were furely more than equal to quell 
any tumult that could have been raifed by thofe, 
to have obftruCled an orderly retreat with every¬ 
thing of value depofited in the fort. Had this 
been done with proper coolnefs and refolution, 
and the whole colony proceeded as eaily m Aug Lift 
as the fleet could puffi out to Poit St George, 
with the effects, public and private, immenfe had 
been the gain to both i there pioper meafures 
might have been expeditioufly confulted and 
adopted, fbr the re-eftablilhment of thefettlement; 
and the remains of our ffiatteied and dillrefied 
colony would have found repofe and fhelter : this 
Hep would have been eligible, even in the wretched 
nrtuniflancci they letired ‘ 3 but the misfortune is, 
Y errors 
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errors are fruitful, and gencially beget one another; 
the pannic which feized the gentlemen in com¬ 
mand, never loft its influence ; the little laved 
was, in the general confufion, loft at Tanru 
and Buzbudgea ; and in place of continuing their 
rout to Foit St. George, the alternative of reAding 
at Fulta was determined on, and fuch advices foi- 
warded to that prefidency by Mr. Mannmgham, 
as made it a cafe of neceffity to remain there, under 
fuch difadvantages and diftrefies as I believe hardly 
ever a wi etched people laboured, and at an im- 
menfe expence to yourfclves in luppoiting the 
colony, and freight of fhips for their leception 
and defence; part of your expence, indeed, daily 
leflened, by the multitude of deaths lieie, which 
has proved a grave to a large portion of the colony, 
and to more than half the detachment and officers, 
fent under Major Kilpatrick ; all which might have 
been avoided by a prudent piocedure to Madrafs, 
as above. Why this was not done, in prefeience 
to the advices fent, and our miferable refidence 
here, I am a ftranger, and have not yet received or 
heard one toleiable reafon to fupport the meafure. 
It has been alledged, the quitting the river would 
have been giving up the caufe; had this been done, 
it would have been only giving up a caufe already 
loft, and which they themfelves had firft aban¬ 
doned: the fleet’s quitting the nver, would have 
lulled the enemy into a fecurity which would great¬ 
ly have facilitated the ielating your fettlemenc; 
whereas our refidence in it has kept them on the 
alarm, and prepaiations aic made for the defence 
of it, which probably would never have been 
thought of. Nor is it poffiblc, in my conception, 
to account for this ftrange pcrfev&ance in mifeiy, 
and heavy charge to yourlelves, but from two 
motives, which iwayed the councils of thole gentle¬ 
men who had quitted your fort, garufon and 

clfcdts. 
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WTefts, whllfl. they boie the charafters of command 
in it. Confcious and felf-convicted of a conduct 
not to he vindicated, it became ncceflary that one 
of their own body fliculd be dijpatched to give the 
frfl impicfiion of it; had theypioeeedcd with the 
colony, a hundied mouth? would have been open 
to lepoit their conduit as well as theii own. This, 
Honourable Sirs, mutt. 1 think, have been the 
principle they afted on, to allow them the fliadow 
of coniiftence ; if the gentlemen fupport their 
remaining in the river from other even probable 
li.ibns, I will b^ thefiifl to rctrafl my fentiments; 
not my Icntiments alone, but that of near the whole 
colony. Moie, I think, I need not fay in fupport 
of my chaige againft thefe gentlemen ; that they 
jnftly inenr the cenlure of breach of truft, have 
adted with the greaceft imprudence, and been 
confident in nothing butenors, fiom the firft mo¬ 
ment they meditated abandoning your foit in the 
manner they did ; it remains only that I prove 
they might fafely have retrieved this unhappy ftep„ 
by a ietuin to it with all the Ihips, and that, by 
this ncgleft, they not only further merit the cenfure 
1 have alieady pafled on them, but that of being 
Arrangers alfo to the very dittates of humanity. 

45th. The Dodaly (with Meflrs. Manningham 
and Frankland) and fome other veffels, fell down 
the liver the i8ch at night. Your President, with 
the reft of the flups, veffels and boats, followed 
them the 19th, about nine in the forenoon : they 
lay m fight of our foit, and flag flying, until the 
zoth. About 11 in the forenoon, we law the St. 
Geoige, our laft relource, was a-giound, and 
could not come down to our fnccour, and heard 11s 
engaged with the enemy dming all this period.— 
They knew the ddperate Hate they had left and 
abandoned us in, without all pofiibility or means to 
rlcape onetime j and this their own doing : They 
Y 2 weic 
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were fenfible, we had not ammunition to defend die 
fort two days, or, if we had, that our ftrength, 
with continued fatigue, watching, and adtion, was 
exhaufled, and that we were reduced to the wretched 
alternative of either facrificing our lives, by re- 
folving to die fword in hand, or furrender ourielves 
to an enraged and mercilefs enemy; and yet neither 
lhips, vefiel, or boat, were fent to favour our 
retreat, enquire what was our fate, or whether we 
exifted, or had perifhed, To palliate this, (I be¬ 
lieve, unequalled inhumanity) the danger of re¬ 
turning with the lhips has been, I hear, alledged. 
—Capt. Grant, in his letter to us, in vindication of 
himfelf, the 20th Anguft, afierts, he more than 
once urged your Prefident to move up with all the 
lhips and floops before the foi t, once in the pre- 
fenceof Capt. Young, Commander of theDodaly, 
who reprefented it as a dangerous attempt. I iub- 
mit it to you, Honourable Sirs, to determine, 
whether your Prefident ought to have remained 
fatisfied with an anfwer of this kind, or whether the 
lhips would have run gi eater rilk in moving up to 
the fort, than they did in moving down fiom it; or 
if theie actually had been danger in the attempt, of 
which there was not even the ihadow, whilft we re¬ 
mained in pofieffion of the foit, was the prefeivation 
of fo many brave and valuable men as were cooped 
up in it, with your treafure, effedts, books, &c, of 
fuch fmall eftimation with gentlemen, as not to 
meiit one attempt to letneve them, though even 
this attempt had been attended with danger ? But 
it has been urged, that they were at no certainty 
whe L her we were in poflUlion of the fort, 01 not; 
and by fome conjectured, that we had furrendered, 
or the place had been taken by afiault, and thar 
the flag was only kept flying by the enemy to decoy 
the fleet back.—But if thefe were the doubts that 
actuated them, why did they not fatisfy chemfdves £* 

A Angle 
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A Iingle (loop or boat fcnt up the night of the 
igth, might have hailed us from the baftions, 
without nfk, even if the place had been in pofiel- 
fion of the enemy, the contraiy of which they 
would have been afcertained of, and the fleet might 
have moved up chat night. This motion would 
have put frefli fpints into us, and given difmay to 
the enemy, already not a little difheartened by the 
numbers flam in the day when diflodged fiom the 
houles mund us, and other wife, particulaily by our 
llidls and cannon at Lady Ruflell’s and the Court- 
houfe. Had the fhips moved up, and our foices 
icunited, and part of the ammunition on board 
them been difembarked for the fervice of the fort, 
the Suba might at laft have been obliged to letreat 
with his aimy, or at word: the effects might have 
been (hipped off the 20th, even in the face of the 
enemy, without their having power to obftruft it, 
and a general retreat made of the whole garnfon, 
as glorious to ourfelves, all circumftances confidered, 
as a victory would have been-, the Gentlemen would 
then have found a plan ready formed, to the 
minuted: circum(lance, for a general retreat, that 
would have been attended with no diforder, con- 
fufion, or difficulty, if pioper refolution and com¬ 
mand had appeared : Had your Piefldent, as was 
incumbent on him, hoifted his flag on board the 
Dodaly, of which he was likewile part owner, 
and moved up even the 20th, not a man or veflel 
but would have followed him, and he would then 
have been early enough to have given a new face to 
tilings; but, in place of that, he,rendered hnnfelf 
totally inexcufable, by not only quitting us lum- 
lelf, but in telling others, and amongft them fome 
of the Oificcis ot the Militia then on board the 
Dodaly, That the luieat was general j thereby 
cooling the relolutions and endeavours of thole 
who were returning to us, and had never once 
Y 3 entertained 
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entertained a thought of quitting the foit. The 
want of boats has been another caufe alledged for 
a geneial retreat not being practicable. Were there 
any grounds for this afiertion, where did the fault 
lie ? Though there might have been few boats at 
the Crane Gat, when the Prefidenc went off, yet 
it is a known truth, that the wharfs to the right 
and leftweie lined with them, and that not one of 
them ftirred from the fhore, until immediately after 
he put off, when they all rowed acrofs the river, 
moil of them with grain on board; and this 
deiertion occafioned by negleCt of the obvious 
meafure of having a iufficient guard ovej them. 
But to obviate every excule that can poflibly be 
urged againft the facility with which we could have 
made the retreat general, 1 will fuppoie there had 
not a country-boat exifted 4 thofe belonging to the 
fhips, and the fmall craft, bi ought clofe in fhore. 
would have been amply fuJEcientto have embarked 
the effetts, garrifon, and their families, which we 
had not at all defpaired of effecting, even with the 
^Saint George’s three or four boats, (had fhe happily 
come down to our fuccour) and the affiftance of 
Captain Witherington’s pinnace, then lying at the 
Crane. But, in fhort, Honourable Sirs, it is not 
to be wondered at, that, in a panick fucli as evi¬ 
dently pofTefled thofe in the chief command and 
direction, means the moft obvious fhould either not 
occur, or be negleCted j nor that handles, the moft 
weak and impiobable, fhould be laid hold of, to 
extenuate the conduct refuking from it: As fuch I 
think myfelf juftified, in treating every reafon ad¬ 
vanced in vindication of thefe gentlemen quitting 
the fort in the manner they did, and not returning, 
when it was fo demonftrably in their power, and 
thereby lofing the means of faving your treafure, 
books, and effects ; of preferving the lives of the 
many gallant woithy men, who perifhed in their 
1 3 defence. 
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defence, and thus fell a facrifice; of preventing the 
tears of the fatherlds children and widows, left 
ddliiute and unhappy, as well as thofe of the 
many parents and relations, depnvcd thus of the 
ornaments of their families, in the mifei able deaths 
of a number of the moll piomifing youths you 
ever had in your icrvicc, and hftly, of faving 
myfclf, and otheis, youi faithful feivants, from 
chains, flume, and impiilbnment, with other 
diLtrefi.cs and ilifleiings hardly to be defetibed. 

46th. This fubjeft, Honourable Sus, difagree- 
able as it is, I muff not quit, without fpeaking to 
an alperlion which has been fpicad in the fleet, 
and 1 doubt not elfewl.ere, that, t{ thofe who 
were left behind, and fome of the principal of 
4t them intended going, had not the means of do- 
mg it been cur off from then, and fo made a 
<c virtue of ncveflity.” This afleition I will ven- 
tute to lerin bold as well as bale, being founded 
on die conje£lure only of fome, with impotent 
hopes to reduce others on a level with themfelves; 
the intentions of the heart aie impenetrable but to 
the bread it dwells in, therefore I can only fay, I 
iblcmnly believe that not a man left m the fort had 
any intention or defign of quitting it, but 111 a ge¬ 
neral retreat, nor could ought be difeovered in 
their behaviour, that eithei did thi-n or could fince 
give me caufe to alter my fendments. As to my- 
Jelf, againft whom I don’t queftion but this flandcr 
is chiefly aimed, it has alio been as aud?cioufly 
laid, that I was not only privy to youi Prefi dent’s 
going away, but was to luve pone with him, of 
luthhe has honourably and publickly acquitted 
me ■, my knowing myleif fieef.om this icandalous 
impmirion of unending lo quit your fort ^other- 
wile than in a geueial letieat) is not enough, it is 
mv duly U> coovun e mv Honourable Mailers lilte- 
Wile, that kv.li cculJ not be my defign , if it had. 
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rjny motives were fupenor, the means equally in iny 
powei, and the icfledtion ]efs in piopoiuon to the 
lefs command and tiufl inveftui in me. Thclq 
gentlemen declare they embarked no pnvatc efrcdU 
belonging either to themfelvcs or condiments. The 
Diligence Snow then lying at my Gat, I lent 01- 
deis the iSth afternoon fiom the outer batteiy, to 
embark my cafh, plate, eflential papeis, and fomc 
jewels, m all to the value of about fifty to fifty- 
two thoufand Arcot Rupees, which was done by 
my own people, my lervants having befoie brought 
me word every Cooley ip the fettlement was em¬ 
ployed in emptying the rice boats at the factory, 
fo that they could not get people to cany them to 
the fort, where molt people’s valuable effedts w r cic 
depoficed; my Godowns being unfortunately lull 
of heavy and cumbeifome goods, theie was nq 
pofiibility of embarking them, or depoliting them 
in the foit, and my houfe fofar detached as furely 
to be one of the fiift pofieflfed and plundered by the 
enemy, which fo happened.—Had my intention 
been to abindon the fettlement, the temptation was 
gieat, and dill gieater, as the whole remains of 
my fortune then in Calcutta weie embarked, the 
means in my own hands, the veflcl undei no com¬ 
mand but my own, without any podibility of my 
being obftrudlcd the whole night of the 18th, or 
the morning of the rath. II fuch had been my 
delign, I might have laid hold of the pretence 10 
accompany Mrs, Drake, and the ladies embarked 
on board the Diligence, about eleven the night of 
the 18th, or afteiwaid*, when I requeded and font 
Monfieur Le Beaumc, with three of my fervants 
to embark on board that velfel, for the gi eater 
fecurity of her and the ladies. Such were the 
opportunities, and fuch were the temptations I 
had to have quitted your fort, but the thought 
^never entered my biead, nor of any one elfe, with 
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the ceitainty of the letreat being general the fuc- 
cceding night; and that I neither did go, nor 
had a fentimcnt that tended to it, I am flill happy 
in, and notwitlihanding all my futerings ; and 
with this refledhon, that had I gone, I had in all 
human probability laved the above remains of my 
foitune, which fell a prey to the enemy the 21 if, 
at Buzbudgce, without any one friendly, humane, 
or falutaiy Hep being taken by the fleet or thofe 
who commanded in it to preferve the Snow: The 
officer 011 board, having weighed in the general 
lout, and accompanied the other flnps without my 
oidcts or knowledge. As to our having t£ made a 
“ virtue of necefiity,” thefe gentlemen ihould be 
the lall to reproach us, or take advantage even in 
expreflion of the nccdlity they had reduced us to; 
that any has afllimeu a virtue fiom it, I do not 
believe ; we did our duty and no moie, in defend¬ 
ing your picpciiy as long as was m our power, 
which ceitainly is a virtue compaiatively confi- 
dered, with Kipcdf to thofe who did not do fo. 

47th. 'I'llus, Honouiable Sirs, I have with 
(hidt truth to the uimoft of my knowledge and 
remcmbiance, tiaccd out and laid before you, the 
paufes and vatious capital errois, which occafioned 
tlie lofs of your Prefidency and fettlements in thefe 
provinces. Ncceflaiy as it has been, 1 am fenfible 
by what I feel my felt on this fubjedl, how unplcaf- 
ing to you, thei\foic will not give you fuither 
pa in, than in the addition of a few lines, explain¬ 
ing the manner your fort was tdten, on which J 
Jfind I have in my letters from Muxadabad and 
Ilougly been rather too fhort. 

48th. Having been pieflTcd at different times on 
the ?cth, by the gentlemen of council and others, 
to throw out a 1'ag of truce, I oppofed it as much 
as polfib’e, forefecing the little utility would ante 
from it, confidenng the enemy we had to dejd with, 
* and 
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and that they were ns perfectly acquainted with our 
diftreffed fituation, as we ourfelves; however, td 
quiet the minds of every body as much as in my 
power, I cdufed a lettei to be wrote the 20th, 
early in the inoining, by Omychund, who was 
left a pi lionet in the fort, to Raja Mcnick Chund, 
to the following purport. “ That, as he and his 
“ honfe had always been a friend and tenant to the 
“ Englifh, we hoped to experience it on this occa* 
“ fion, and Lhat he would ufe his influence with 
“ theSuba, to older his troops to ceafe hoflilities, 
ii that we were ready to obey his commands, and 
“ pei lifted only in defending the fort, in prefei- 
<c vanon of our Jives and honours.” At this pe- 
nod 1 was i„t no certirity of the Suba’s being at 
the fiege in peifon, and all the hopes I had liom 
this letter, or a flag of tiuce, was to am tile them 
until the St George came down, and that we might 
have the night to make our general letreat in. 
About noon, as I before obferved, the enemy wetc 
repulied from the attacks they made this day to the 
noithward, and a cefTation on both Tides enfued for 
moie than two horns, and not one of the enemy to 
be fecn; the gentlemen of council, ofliccis and in¬ 
habitants, iirill piefling me, I was prevailed on to 
confent to a flag of truce being thiown out befoie 
dark. About four in the afternoon, word was 
bjought me that one of the enemy vas advancing 
with a flag in his hand, and called to ceale filing, 
and that we fhould have quarter if we furrendeied: 
this was judged a favourable juncture to anfwer it 
with a flag of truce j accordingly I repaued with 
the flag on the original S. E. lialbon, where Cap¬ 
tain Buchanan was then polled, and ordered firing 
to ceafe. I had a letter prepared with me, fid- 
drefled to Roy Doolub, general of his forces, im¬ 
porting an overture to ceafe hoflilities, till the Suba 
could be wrote to, and his pleafur&known. This 
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letter I thiew over the lamparts, and hoifled the 
flag of ti nee on the battion , the letter was taken 
up by the pciion who advanced with the flag, who 
nniied with if foon after, multitudes of the enemy 
came out of then hiding places round us, and 
flocked undei the walls, a fhoit parly cniued, I 
demanded a truce to hoftihties, until the Sub, 1*3 
pleafure could be known, to which I was an* 
fwiied by one of his officers from below, that the 
Suba was their, and his plcafuie was that we fliould 
immediately fluke our colours and lin 1 under die 
lent, and ouifelves, and that wc fliould have quar- 
tei. I was going to reply, when at that inflant 
Mr. William Bailie, flanding ncai me, was flightly 
wounded by a muJket ball iiom the enemy, on the 
fide of his head, and woid was bi ought me that 
lluy wcie attempting to force the S. W. barrier, 
and wvie cutting at the oaitein gate 1 On being' 
jfc.’iMmed of tins, I oideied Captain Buchanan 
to point 1 cannon fiom the Eaflion, whicli flanked 
ilia tv'icm < urt.un, and told them to withdraw 
from the v-alls, or I would mflantly fire amongfi: 
then, ■, they withdiciv, and 1 immediately took, 
rlown the flag of truce, and ftept to the parade to 
lfllie orders for a general difeharge of our cannon 
and fmall arms. The moment I aruved there, 
Captain Lkcklon, (who now commando t',e Lively 
Grabb, at nrdent in your l'eivicej and juft after 
linn t.nfign Wnlcot came running to me, and told 
me the v.Otern gate was forced by our own people 
and b/t rayed. i mflantly fenc ftnfign Walcor v/ith 
orders m ke if theie was no poflibility cf fecurmg 
it a^iUii; he upturned and told me it was impoflible, 
foi \li.* 1 ;cks and bolts were forced off. On this 
I ret j.-ned to Captain Buchanan’s poll, and found 
jome ot the entm.es colours planted on the baflion. 
I alked I.1111 how he caire to fuffer it; he replied 
he found farther H-flumce was in vain, for that the 

moment 
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moment I had left him, advice was brought hin 
of the weftern gate being betrayed, “and turninj 
myfelf I faw below multitudes of the enemy, whi 
had entered that way, and others who had fcalei 
by the S. W. baftion, and the new Godcwns, tha 
baftion and the barrier, as I afterwards learnt, hav 
ing been deferted the time the weftern gate wa 
forced. To the firft Jemmautdaar who fealed a 
the S. W. baftion I advanced, and delivered nr 
piftols; he told me to older inftantly our colour 
to be cut down; I replied, I would give no fuel 
orders, they were maflers of the fort, and migh 
order it themfelves ; he demanded my fwoul, 
lefufed delivering it, but in pieience of the Suba 
on which the Jemmautdaar carried me lound tin 
rampaits, oppofite to where the Suba was below 
without the walls, from thence I made him tin 
cuftomary Salaam, and delivered my fword to hr 
Jemmautdaar; the Suba fiom his litter returnee 
my Salaam, and moved round to the northward 
and entered the fort by the fmall weftern gate, 
had thiee interviews with him that evening, one ir 
Dui bar. At firft he exprefied much refentment a 
our piefumption, in defending the fort agamft hi 1 
qrmy with fo few men, afked why I did not uu 
away with my Governor, 8cc. feemed much difap 
pointed and diffatisfied at the fum found in the 
tieafury, afked me many queftions on this fubjeft 
tq all v/hich I made the belt reply that octlined ; 
and on the conclufion he aftlired me on the word oJ 
a foldier, that no harm fhould come to me, which 
he repeated more than once, The confcquencc 
proved how little regard was paid to this aflurance. 
for I was with the reft of my fellow fuflcicrs, about 
eight at night, crammed into the Black-Hole 3 ?ri- 
ion, and paft a night of horrors I will not attempt 
to defaibe, as they bar all defciiptions. On Lhe 
enfuing morning, (the 21ft of June) I was taken 

out 
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out from amongft ihe dead, and again earned te- 
toie the Suba, more dead than alive; he feemed 
little alfedted when I told him the nni’erable cata- 
ftrophe of my companions; heanfweied me, by 
laying, lie was well informed there was an im- 
mcnie treafuie buned or fccreted in the fort, and 
that I was pi ivy to it, and commanded me to point 
out where it was hid, if I expedted favour (one of 
his Jemmautdaais had told me on the way the caufe 
of my being lent for, and adviied me to make a 
lull difcovciy, or that I fliould be fhot off fiom the 
mouth of a cannon the next half hour.) I urged 
every thing pofiible ngamR the information he had 
received, or that if Rich a tiling had been done, I 
was totally a ilranger to it 5 but all I could fay 
feemed to gain no credit with the Suba, who or¬ 
dered me a prifoner, under charge of one of his 
generals, Mhir Modun, and with me Melfrs. 
Court, Walcot and Burdet, as intimated in my 
letter from Muxadabad, to which letter I beg 
leave to refer for the account of our fubfequenc 
futferings, and to fubfenbe myfelf, with the moll 
perfedt reip>.dt and duty, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your ever faithful 

Fulta, Nov, 30th, and obedient humble fervant. 

1756- 

Mr. HolweuAt Minute and Dijfent in Council, the 
10th of Auguft, 1756, at Fulta, 7 eferred to in 
the preceding letter of the 25th Odtober. 

M R. Holwell obferves that we have a bill 
before us, amounting to Arcot Rupees 
64662 8 Annaes, on account of expences and 
damages of fliip Dodaly, commencing 9th of 

June, 1756,-He further remarks, that the 

charge of this Ihip is founded on her being 
taken up for the defence of the Company’s fort, 

effcdls. 
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efrefls, and fetdcment, but tlut ihe abandonee 
fuch defence, by falling down liom Lhe fox c am. 
JeuleincnE, without cideis, the iStli of June a 
night; to which he cannot help attubuling all thi 
mislui tunes which enfued.—He theiefore diflent' 
to any payment or confidciation being made b> 
the Honouiable Company, on account of hei 
expence, lofs or damage charged in the faid bill, 
except for provifions^ 8ec. for the life of the 
Company’s lei vants on boaul. 

Mr. Hotweil’j Minute on the Fulta Coufiliations, 
at L's pf joining the slgency at that place. 

Fulta> 13th Angufl, 1756. 

C APTAIN Dugald Campbell’s commillion 
being tendered to Mr. I julwell to lign, lie 
refilled rhe fame, and requeued the gentlemen 
would pleale to excufe his not figning that, 
or any odier paper whntfocvcr, in the pi (.fenc 
ft ate of the government atfaiis, tor th'c following 
reafons : 

ifb ITc conceives that when the I Ionourable the 
late Pichdcnt, and Mellis. JVLnmngham, Frank- 
hnd, and Macket abandoned the fort and camion 
of Fort William the iStli and 19th of June laft, 
and quitted the ddcnce of thefe and the lionoui- 
able Company’s efTcfts, they did, by fuch afl, to 
all intents and purpofes divert- dicmlilvcs ot all 
right 01 prrLenfions to die futuic government of 
rhe Company’s nliairs, or die colony. 

adly. Thai on the faid abdication of the Ho¬ 
nourable the late ihcJiJmt, and MdTis. Manning- 
ium, Fiankland, and iVlader, the lemaimng gen** 
tlerr^n of Council (the only government then 
fubfitLin?) did, With die unanimous approval of 
the ganilun, ollircrs, &:c. deft and appoint, in 
Council, him, Mr. 1 Jolwdl, Governor ot the fort 
•■ini gariilon, admimrtr.iui 01 the Company’s 

allans 
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affairs during the troubles; his right lo which 
hitler appointment, he does not think the gentle¬ 
men at prefent conftituting the Agency have any 
juft power to divcft him of, or with-hold fiom him j 
howlbever, and under whatfaever other head the 
remainder of che colony, who aie not feivanis to 
the Company, may think proper to difpolb of 
themfelves. 

3dly. That the late Pi didcnt, and Meftis. Man- 
ningham, Frankland, and Mackct being (jufUy as 
he conceives) the igth of June in Council, fuf- 
pended the Honouiable Company's fervice, ne 
thinks this aft alone fufficient to diveft them of all 
futuie rule in any matters relative to the Company’s 
affairs, until their pleafure fiom Europe be known. 
The more efpecially as the faid fufpenfion mer with 
(as he is informed) the approval and aftent of 
Meffrs Watts and Collet, in their difavowing any 
fubjeftion to be due to the orders of the Agency, 
iffucd to them from Fulta , a confirmation of the 
fufpenfion by fix membeis, the majority of the 
whole Council. 

4thly. That in confluence of the before recited 
tranfaftion, he thinks Mr. Peter Amyat (the fenior 
lervant of the Company then prefent) was on his 
joining the fleet with his faftory of Luckypore, 
the only pcrfon invefted with any juft title or au¬ 
thority to conduft the affairs and conceins of the 
Company, and to affociate with him as many of 
their ilrvants next m {landing to him, as he thought 
neccfiary, until the arnval of the gentlemen of the 
board of Calcutta, who lay under no cenfure or 
fufpicion fiom the fervice. 

5thly and laftly, That, to avoid the further 
embioiling his Honourable Employers affairs, by 
railing feuds and differences, which might enfue 
by his openly and publicly aflertin* and claiming 
his undoubted tide to the admin.ftration of them, 

he 
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he fubnuts iuch Ins juft right to the bicai'ls of the 
Agency thcmfelves, and will quietly abide by their 
deteiinitiation ; but cannot, by any aift of Ins own, 
either wave fuch his juft title, or admit any juft 
authority to be invefted m the Agency , a cha- 
raifter afiumed, in his abfence, without right; and 
peimitted by the indulgence only of the remainder 
of the colony, and now continued, as he conceives* 
to the picjudice of the rights of himfelf and others. 
He therefore thinks himfdf juftitied in lefufing to 
fign any paper cr confulticion whatfoever, which 
he cannot do confiftcntly with himfelf, as he can¬ 
not confidct himfelf in any other view, or point of 
light, than in that in winch the ljit iubfifting go¬ 
vernment of Foit William placed him ; butihull, 
notwithftanding, be always ready to devote his 
perfon and counlcl to the intereft of his Honour¬ 
able Mafteis aftan s, whenever they call him. To 
that purpole lliall duly attend the councils of the 
Agency, agieeably to the icqueft of the Honour 
able the late IVefident made to him in writing the 
12 th inftant. 

Cc/jv of ihe Prefhknfs Letter abovementioned to 
Air. Hoi well. 

To John Z. IIolWell, Ffy 
S I R, 

H AD not our boat been lb extiemely leaky, T 
pm poled doing myfelf ihe pleafure of wait¬ 
ing on jroil this morning. 

We have concluded 10 meet on fhorc, on Mon¬ 
days, VVednehlays, and Fridays. It will be an 
infinite latisfaiftion that yon will be pleafed to join 
us, paiticnlarly to m£, who efteem your advice, 
and who am, very truly, 

Your moit obedient humble fervant, 
TliiirfJay, , c . 

A* z . , t , , n o. < Sl 2 n “ d > ROGER DRAKE, jun. 
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N. B. Some few clays fubfequent to the above 
tranfiiCtion, the Agency thought it highly efiential 
to eleft and conlhtute a Secret Committee; and 
urging to Mr. Holwell, that the good of the fervice 
requned his being one of that body * but that 
fuch elcChon was lmpofiible, unlefs he receded 
from his refoluuon of not figning; he therefore 
was prevailed upon to lecede from that paitof his 
minute only, on the above confideration, and to 
evince that no private motive or refentment could 
fway him to any determination detrimental to his 
employers fervice. The Committee was accord¬ 
ingly appointed, confifting of the Prefident, Major 
Kilpatrick, and Mr. Holwell. 

To the Honourable Roger Drake, EJqy Council\ 

at Fulta. 

Honouiable Sir, and Sirs, Fulta, Oft. 25, 1756. 

O N a late perufal of your Fulta confultationa 
of the 14th of July, I find myfelf called 
upon (amotigft others of the furviving members of 
the Council of War, held in Calcutta the 18th of 
June laft) to atteft the afiertion of MeflrS. Manning- 
him and Frankland, touching their beihg ordered 
by that Council of War, “ To embark the Euro- 
w pean women on board the Dodaly and Diligence, 
u with a detachment of 30 men to guard the faid 
u /hips, with directions to move the Dodaly clear 
“ of the fmsill craft, with which Qie was incum- 
bercd, and of the enemy’s fire. 5 ’ Moft forry I 
am, gentlemen, to find myfelf obliged to fpeak on 
a fubjeft fo very difagreeable to my memory; but 
the whole proceedings of that council appearing to 
my conception of fo extraordinary a nature, joined 
to the confideration of my minute arid diffent in 
Council of the 1 2d September laft (againft any 
allowance being made the owners of the Dodaly* 
Z for 



I 33S ] 

for her lofs and damages) that. I cannot lemain 
filent without mcurnng my own ccniure, as well 
as the imputation fiom you, of much injuftice in 
my minute above refenedto. Thus far I thought 
it neceflaiy to apologize for giving you trouble at 
this junftuie, and fhall, with your leave, piocced 
to fpeak with that ftnft regard which every gentle¬ 
man owes to truth, not only to the particulars I am 
called on by thofe gentlemen to atteft, but to the 
whole proceedings of that Council of the 14th 
July , and confider the defence MefiTrs. Manning- 
ham and Fi ankland there make, for depriving the 
Company’s forts, effe&s and garrifon, of the fuc- 
cour of that fhip; and then fubmit the juflice of 
my faid minutes and diflent, to the determination 
of yourfelves and my Honourable Employers. 

That the European women were ordered to be 
embarked by the Council of War of the iSch, is 
true; but that Meflrs. Manningham and Frank- 
Jand Chould embaik them, was no part of the 
order*, thofe gentlemen tendered themfelves for 
that fervice, to which none obje&ed publickly, 
though myfelf, with many others, thought then 
ftations, both civil and military, were of fuch 
importance as might well have excufed them fi,oni 
> that fervice, 

That there was any particular order relative tc 
the Diligence, I do not remembei; and think I can 
truly atteft the contrary: Mrs, Drake, Mis. Map- 
letofi, Mrs. Coales and Mrs. Weddcrburn, with 
their families, being embai ked on boaid that vcflel, 
was purely the leiult of my own advice to them, 
imagining the Dodaly would be extremely ciouded 
and they had my order to be received on boaid, 
the fhip being under my direction. 

That a detachment of 30 men was, oidered foi 
the defence of thele fhips, Ido not remember; ant 
fhoirld certainly have objected to any fuch mealure 

hac 
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had it been propofcd whilft I was in the council of 
war, as it ceitainly was both imprudent and need- 
lefs: Imprudent, as it would have been a con¬ 
fide! able weakening a fatigued garrifon who had 
barely a relief fiom duly; and needlefs, whilft the 
fhips remained uudei the cover of our fort. 

That thofe gentlemen had directions to remove 
the Dodaly clear of the fin all ci aft, with which Ihe 
was incumbered, and the enemy’s fire, are afleitions 
to me totally new 5 and I can truly attefl was no 
part of the older of the council of war, nor know 
I from what quarter ftich directions went; but if 
{he really was incumbered with fmall craft, there 
would furely have been more propriety in moving 
them, than her: or on fuppolition propriety was 
attended to, yet furely whatever directions thofe 
gentlemen had, did not, nor could imply, that 
they weie to lemove her as low as Mr. Margas’s 
houfe , a ftation where {he was mote expofed to the 
enemy’s fire, had they taken the advantage, de¬ 
prived of the benefit of Our guns and fmall arms, 
and rendered ufelefs, as to the defence and fuccour 
of the fettlement and contrary to Mr. Manning- 
ham’s exprefs promife to me, that fhe fhould not 
ftir from under the cover of the fort. 

Touching the other part of the charge laid 
againft thole gentlemen, by the colony, as a j,uft 
objection to Mr. Manningham’s being fent to the 
prefidency of Fort St. George, viz, that of their 
refilling joining the Councils when fent for, I can 
form no judgment, further than I can collect from 
the defence of thofe gentlemen as entered in the 
confutation of the 14th July, being a ftranger 
to the nature of the orders the Prefident fent by 
Captain Wedderburn, and fubfequently by Mr. 
Holmes, for their return to the fort.—I was myfelf 
but juft come in from the centei battery, when the 
Council of War in the evening of 18 th was called, 
Z 2 . and 
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and having been the preceding night and day ex- 
haufted with Continued fatigue, without left or 
food, as fcon as the Council of war broke up, I 
letntd, m hopes of getting a little lepofe; mt 
doubting but the fefoluctons of it would have been 
flrnftly obeyed, which wcrC, that the European 
women, the Company’s tieafures, and, I think, 
their eftential books and papers, fhould be em¬ 
barked that night on board the Dodaly , but whe¬ 
ther this laft waS entered on the minutes of that 
Council, I cannot be pofitive; but perfeftly rccol- 
left a difeourfe I had with Mr. Manmngham on 
the propriety of it, juft as the Council broke up ; 
and indeed, I ever thought, until I joined your 
Councils here, that both the treafuids and books 
had been embarked. And here I ednnot omit le- 
maiking, that better no reafon at all had been 
given, for the negleft of a meafuie of Rich im¬ 
portance to the Company, than that which ftands 
on the confutation of the 2 0Lh of Auguft. But 
it is time I come to confiderthe pleas made ufe of 
by Mcfirs. Manningham and Frankland, for their 
not leturning to the fort, which are, u That a 
46 little after one 111 the morning, Mr. Lindfay 
“ came on board, and informed them, he left a 
w general aflembly fitting ; that the Captain of 
4t - 4 kc aitillery reported there was not two days 
ammunition; that many of the military and 
“ militia were in liquor, and mutinous ; that it 
“ was the unanimous opinion the fort was not 
“ tenable; that a retieat was refolved on; that 
lu Mi, Holwell was ftrenuous for its being made 
“ immediately, and oppoied by Mr. Bailiie parti- 
5t culaily • that the whole of the common people 
* weie in confufion ; and that nothing was deter- 
mined on. M Without, gentlemen, my entering 
larticularly into the ments of thefe pleas, let us 
'onfider the weight of thofe Gentlemen's feats in 
* 'a Council, 
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Council, and their importance as beaiing thr 
names and authority of Field-officeis, and Colonels, 
and Lieutenant colonels of the militia , and, I 
think an impartial eye will at fiift fight pronounce, 
that there was not one of the pleas urged by them, 
in defence of their not returning into the fort, bur 
fhould have oiged thur immediate rejoining our 
Councils, though Lhey had nooiders born the Pie- 
fidenc for that puipofe, in place of waiting on 
board for the detachment, and removing the 
Lodaly afccond time that mghr, as low asGovind- 
poie , lunnmg that fhip, and the ladies on board, 
into ten times the nfquc from the enemy. They 
ought rather to have returned with the Ihip, on the 
flood, under oui guns, to have favouietl the em- 
baiRation of the Company’s books and treafures, 
(which they knew weie not on board) and the 
ictreat of the garni'on. Mr. Lindfay infoimed 
them the Council was fitting , that our councils 
were divided; and that when he left the fort, all 
was in confufion and nothing was deteimined on, 
which was true , the Council not breaking up until 
near four in the morning, without any thing being 
rel'olvcd on, but deferring the lecieat, without, in. 
my judgment, a fingle leafon being urged in de¬ 
fence of it. The prefent weight and authority of 
thofe Gentlemen, might have made our Councils 
unanimous, 01, have given a happy majority fora 
general retreat, have prevented the unhappy de¬ 
letion of the Piefidenc, the officers, and pair of 
die garrifon the next morning, and have been the 
caule of faving the public and puvate property 
lodged in the fort, as well as the lives of many 
who fell a miferable lacrifice by our letreaE being 
cut off ■, the primary caufc of which, I rrnift fliU 
attribute to the retieat of that fhip to Mr. Mar^ 
gals’s houfe and Govuidpore on the night ot die 
18th, without order or the knowledge of any one 
Z -j m 
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i n the gin lion It was urged, I know, and aflei ted 
by Mi. Frankland in Council, the zd September, 
when I entered my minutes and diflent to the pay¬ 
ment of the Dodaly’s lofs and damages •, that thole 
Gentlemen had orders lor moving the Hup down. 
And I beg leave to lemind you, that I alkcd the 
Frcfident, touching this aflertion ; who, in your 
prefence, declared lie neither gave fuch ordcis, nor 
knew of any fuch being given. Therefore, on die 
whole, I hope I iland vindicated in your judg¬ 
ment, for fuch my dilTent, as it is to me not a 
little aftomflung, how the Gentlemen, compofing 
that Counci ot the 14th July, could unammoufly, 
on the defence before them, pronounce it as their 
opinions, that thole Gentlemen had cleared them- 
felves of the charge laid ngainlt them, in that 
letter figned, as I am informed, by the greateft 
part of the colony. I am, with refpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your molt obedient humble fervant* 

4 Tbe laft letter but one, though delivered in tq 
the Boat'd in November, 1756, did not receive any 
anfwer until the lafl of January, 1757, two days 
before the Syren packet had her diipacches for 
Europe, fin which lloop Mr. Hoi well took his 
padage, for the peifedt lecovery of his health) 
when the Prefident, and three other gentlemen of 
the Council, thought proper to anfwer fome parts 
of it, chiefly relative to themfelves. As Mr. Hol- 
wellhad no oppoitunity of noticing thofe produc¬ 
tions abroad, he applied to the CourL of Dneftors, 
on his arrival here m July, 1757, and was indulged 
with the perufal of them, and threw in a reply. 

We have no copy of thofe gentlemen’s feveral 
anfwers j but as v/e dale aver the quotations taken 
from them, which Mi, Holwell thought worthy 
reply, are faithfully tranfqnbed in this his replica¬ 
tion. 
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ton, we fhall not hefitate to infert it.Upon 
the face of the whole, you will be fully enabled to 
form, and pals an impartial judgment, on the 
charge laid againtl this Gentleman, of being 'par¬ 
ticularly injlrumental m bringing down Sou Rajah 
Dowhy See. 

Tto the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

May it pleafe your Honours, Lond. Aug. 1757. 

H AVING perufed the feveial Add refits of 
Mefirs. Drake, Watts, Becher, and Collet, 
in anfwei to different puts of my Addrefs to your 
Honouiable Coui t, under cbte, Fulta, the goth of 
November, 1756, I find myfelf under the necdlity 
of making a fhort reply to each, and moll humbly 
tender my thanks for the opportunity you have in¬ 
dulgently granted.—Mr. Becher, by a penetration 
very commonly afliimed (as Mr. Diake juftly ob- 
ferves) fubfequent to events, fets out with aflerting, 
M That the firft admifiion of Kifiendafs and his 
* £ wealth was wrong ■, that Raagbullob’s family 
** was out of the government, and of no confe- 
(t quence at the time Mr. Watts wrote the recom- 
“ mendatory letter concerning him, and that he 
u had been no fuend to the Englifh, but on the 
te contrary, had given much tiouble to us, and 
u that there was no probability of the fucccfs of the 
<£ young Begum.” To theie I beg leave toieply, 
and fay. That chough the admifiion of that family 
no ways touches me, (it being an aft of Mr. Man- 
ningham's, the Pro Tempore Govei nor, even with¬ 
out my knowledge) yet I do not think it was wrong, 
as things were then circuroftanced. The impor- 
r 11 nee and coni'equence of that family, mu ft have 
been better known t6 Mr. Watts than to Mr, 
►Becher ; and though the former parts of Mr. 
*Warts’s letLer lo-che Prefident ate difavowed, which, 
■ ** z 4 I think 
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I think he might, with a better grace, have ac¬ 
knowledged i yet, at the clofe of what he gives 
your Honouis, as the purport of them, he fays, 
that “ Raagbullob had been ufefu] to us, and 
might be more fo ; 51 which fpeaks a flat contra¬ 
diction to the fentiments of Mr. Becher, touching 
the regard due to that family from us. Whether 
there was or was not a probability of the Begum’s 
fuccefs, was not the matter in point, nor is a bit 
cleared up by Mr. Becher’s conjecture j that fuch 
\yas our intelligence, as fet forth in my letter, is 
fa£t \ not only the letters which came daily to 
Omychund, but to many of the other merchants 
and refidents at Calcutta, that kept a coriefpondence 
with the Durbar and city, intimated the proba¬ 
bility of her fuccefs, Thefe were daily biought 
to the Prefident for his perufal, and many of them 
read in my hearing. Mr, Becher then proceeds to 
fay, 

** That Naran Sing was fent to demand Kiflen- 
“ dafs and his wealth, which the Englilli un- 

“ juftly detained from him.-Cannot ac- 

“ count for his coming in dilguife j—believes 
v he did not, and is confirmed in that belief 
by Mr. Holwelfs own account of the 
“ affair,—who does not intimate this difguife 
** gained ciedit with him; — exprefles and 
“ repeats his aftonilhment why the affair 
<£ of Kiflendafs and the mefienger was not 
41 laid before the Council, and that Meffrs, 
46 Drake, Manmngham, and Hoi well Iliould 
“ afliime a power no ways delegated to them, 
“ &c” (This Jafb circumftance is echoed 
to by Mr. Watts, in his letter before youjr 
Honours.) 

How Mr. Becher could reprefent that Naran 
Sing was fent to demand Kiflendafs and his wealth, 
unjuftly detained by the Englilh, carries not th^t 

needfuj 
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needful precaution with it, incumbent on every 
gentleman who thinks himfelf obliged to cenfure 
the conduct of another. The detention of any 
matter or thing can never in propriety of ipeech, 
he afleited or implied before a demand made.— 
Kiflendals had be**n admitted into the fettlement, as 
l'ome hundieds of others had been in my remem¬ 
brance, who had connections with the government, 
Roy Doolob, Rcjah Momckchund, Futtuah Chund, 
and many others had, time out of mind, hotifea 
tllablilhed in your fettlement. The ainvd of 
Naran Sing was the fiift demand made on acccmnc 
of Kifllndafs; theicfore onr being charged with 
unjuftly detaining him or his wealth, piior to their 
being demanded, which the above aJi’ertion inti¬ 
mated, ifitcatries any meaning at all, is, I con¬ 
ceive, both unjuft and improper. I am forry to 
obfeive that gentlemen, in the courfe of their argu¬ 
ments, make ufc of fuch pai ts only of my addrel's 
to your Honouis of the 30th of November, as feem 
to fupport their own conjectures. was it not fo, 
Becher could never have been at a lofs to ac¬ 
count for the difgude of Naran Sing, nor would 
have been at all puzzled to find which difgmfe I 
gave credit to. In my ninth paragraph Mr. Be¬ 
cher would have found, that an order had been 
publifhed that none fhould be admitted into the 
fettlement without a ftn£t examination. This was 
well known at Hougley, the iaft place Naran Sing 
left, fcveral inhabitants of that city having been 
refufed admittance, and others turned out, who 
were judged to be the fpies of the government. 
This was reafon fufficient to determine Naun Sing’s 
(tealing into the place in ddguife In my foity- 
firft paragraph, where I form a judgment of Omy- 
thund’s conduit, I expiefly fay, that his bringing 
Karan Sing down will not admit of dilpute, there¬ 
fore, though I do not as exprefly fay 1 gave credit 

to 
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to his coming in the difguife of a Bengal Pykar, 
yet it was obvious fuch mult have been my belief, 
by my implied conclufion of Omychund’s deceit. 
This circumftance of the difgmle may, at fiift 
fight, be deemed a matter not worth giving your 
Honours trouble, but the purpofe it is brought Lo 
fei ve urges my fpeaking to it, becaufe, if this gen - 
tleman can ftnp ns of the difguife, he thinks he di- 
veds us of the icafons for our iubfcquen: conduit 
to Naran Sing, which, he then thinks, appear with¬ 
out foundation. Why the admiflion of Kiflendafs, 
and expulfton of Naran Sing,, weic not laid bcfoic 
the Council, Mr. Bechei might have eafily an* 
Iwcrcd himfelf, if he had been difpofed to think a 
little deeper on the fubjelt. The admiflion of any 
one into the iettlement was never, that I have 
known, a matter judged necelTary to be laid before 
the Council - s the Prefident having ever had a power 
lodged in him in matters of this kind. The ex- 
pulfion of Naran Sing, confident with the conduit 
deemed neceflary On the occafion, would not ad¬ 
mit of time for the Council’s meeting. Naran 
Sing was every moment expelled within the fort. 
Had the Prefident either feen the mcilengcr, or his 
pmwannah, the meafure refolved on could not 
have been carried properly into execution. Befides, 
in my 13th paragraph, MrBecher might have lten, 
that when I attended the Governor with the account 
of the preceding night’s tranfalhons, I found 
Meflrs. Mannmgham and Frankland with him-, 
the meafure refolved on was during Mr. Frank- 
land’s flay, and unanimoufly our opinion, who 
were in fall a majority of the then members of the 
Council.—So that I hope, on the whole, your 
Honouis will not think this charge of an afiuming 
power, any ways material againft us, or deferving 
your ccnfurc5 nor did a fingle member of the 
Council* which met the fame morning, objclt to 
3 the 
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the Hep taken but on the contrary, as Mr. Drake 
truly aiTerts, expreifed their approval of it. To 
clofe my remaiks on this part of Mr. Becker’s let¬ 
ter, I muft with Mr. Drake fay, that as that gen¬ 
tleman was refident with leave in Calcutta, and not 
exempted, though excufed, fiom his attendance on 
Councils, if the admifiion of Kilfendafs, &c. was, 
in his opinion, a wrong meafure, and obvioufly 
injurious to the inteiell of his employers, it was 
his duty to have attended, or even demanded a 
council, and objedbed thereto ■, in not doing it, he 
in fad became moie deferving cenfure than our- 
ielves, a ho weie of a contraiy opinion, and can 
only be accufed of an eiror in judgment.—Mr. 
Bccher next 

41 ftefers to the Nabob’s letter to Mr. Pigot, as 
“ proof that the detention of the Nabob’s 
44 iubjefls was the caufe of our misfortunes i 
4C —that means weie neglcdbed to mollify the 
“ Nabob, why, he knows not;—is perfuaded 
44 money would have fatisfied him;—believes 
44 it was never attempted ;—that we refufed 
44 the mediation of Wazeed; — that it was 
44 not the intention of the government to di- 
44 veil the Europeans of their foitifications, 
tl he thinks is proved by the Nabob’s only 
44 fleecing the French and Dutch, when he 
44 liad it fo evidently m his power to have 
, <l taken their fadlolies ; — that in not doing 
46 it, he did not ail confident with Ally Vcr- 
44 dy Cawn’s advice;—fays, he was informed 
“ Naran Sing took the opportunity of the 
44 refentment the Nabob lhewed on the re- 
41 ceipt of the Governor’s anfwer, to repre- 
44 fent the treatment and infult he had received 
64 in Calcutta ; — and that he does not admit 
44 Ally Verdy Cawn’s fpeech to be genuine.’’ 

Permit 
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Permit me. Honourable Sirs, to refer in niv 
turn to the Nabob’s letter to Mr. Drake, as a more 
authentic voucher for the caufe of our misfortunes 
than that to Mr. Pigot $ which evidently appears 
calculated as an apology for a conduft, he knew 
was not to be defended, n6r by the Enghfh to be 
looked over. In his letter to Mr. Drake, he men' 
tions the ax tide of our fortifications only ; the an- 
fwer to it is agreed on all hands to have been the 
principal caufe of his icfentment and paflion at 
Rajamaal: If Naran Sing leally took this oppor¬ 
tunity, it can only be deemed a fecondary caule, 
which might help to keep up the firft imprdlion 
of refentment conceived at the Prefident’s reply, 
Mr. Becher alferts, he was informed Naian Smg 
took this opportunity, &c. — May it pleaie your 
Honours, to hear what Mr. Watts fays on this 
fubjeft, in the third paragraph of his letter before 
you, where he fiift recites, that he had, by proper 
application, hulhed up the affair; but that “pqfltbly, 
“ when the Nabob received the Governor’s letter, 
“ which fo incenfed him, Naran Sing might take 
* e that opportunity,” &c. So that allowing that 
for fa£t, which in truth has no pi oof at all, the uc- 
moft that can be made of it will fall greatly flioit 
of Mr. Becher’s fuppofititions principal caufe of 
our misfortunes : To which let it be remembered, 
that the Nabob, in the letter to Mr, Pigot, leferrcd 
to by Mi. Becher, artfully avoids mentioning the 
caufe, he had all along afligned to us, for his re- 
fentment; though he had, twenty days prior to 
rhe difpatch of that letter, made it the principal 
article of the Machulka executed by Mr, Watts, 
to wit, the demolition of our fortifications. The 
conclufions drawn by Mr 1 . Becher, and alfo by Mr. 
Watts, that money only was wanted, and that it 
was never the intention of the government to diveft 
the Europeans of their forts, by the Nabob’s fleec¬ 
ing 
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ing only the French and Dutch, are equally falla¬ 
cious, and can pioceed only from wilful or real 
ignorance of the ftate of the country, and the Na¬ 
bob’s frefh intelligence, which called his fpeedv 
return to Muxadarad from Calcutta. The Nabob 
of Purranea’s troops were in motion on the Malda 
Creek, from the mouth of which it was eafy, in 
the Suba’s abi'ence, to crofs over to the lQand of 
Coflimbuzar ; therefore the Nabob could not, with 
fofety or prudence, engage in any new enterprize 
againft the French and Dutch, that would poflibly 
hazard his quick return. That money would have 
fatisfied him, but that it never was attempted; 
that means were negleCted to mollify him that 
Wazeed’s mediation was rejected ; are all con¬ 
jectures, and afiertions, urged againft known faCts, 
not to treat them more harthly, which they cer¬ 
tainly deferve. Mr. Becher’s lentiments of Ally 
Verdy Cawn’s fpeech, in which alfo Meflis. Watts 
and Collet concur, I will beg leave to fpeak to in 
my following reply to thofe Gentlemen. 

Your Honours will have the goodnefs to recol¬ 
lect, that when I addrefled you, the 30th Novem¬ 
ber, I had no confutations, or other vouchers to 
refer to $ fo that the utmoft I could do, in the 
recital and dates of fuch papers as were addrefled 
to the Board, during the troubles, was to conlult 
the memory of Mr. Secretary Cooke, as well as 
my o\vn, which I did. If I erred in the puiport 
of the letter from Mr. Collet, advifing of the lofs 
of Coflimbuzar, it appears however it was not in 
any veiy effential circumftancei whether Mr. Watts 
alone figned the Machulka, qr Meflrs. Collet and 
Batfon with him, is not very material. Mr. Collet 
denies his having wrote tihac he was delivcung up 
the faftory ■, but admits that he gave an order to 
the officer to‘deliver the cannon and ammunition to 
Roy Dullob 3 which I believe will be deemed as 

like 
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like a delivery of the fiftoiy as poifiblc. TJnr 
Gentleman, m his 2d paragraph, fays, “ Mr. 
Holwell infills much that they ought to have made 
feme defence To which I reply, I have not 
infilled at all on it, nor once ul'cd the woid Ought, 
on this occafion, and refer your Honours to my 
letter. Fuither feparate or diltinfl icply this Gen¬ 
tleman’s anfwer does not call for. 

Mefirs. Watts and Collet charge me with la¬ 
bouring to anaign their conduct, I am not confcious 
I deferve it, and therefore difavow the chaige. In 
my letter of the goth November, 1 barely let forth 
the advantages which would probably have ldiilted 
from the fmallell defence of Cuflimbuzar ; I have 
not even faid, they could or ought to have defended 
it; but on the contrary hoped, and that fincerely 
too, they had reafons fufficient to vindicate their 
not defending it j thefe realons they had tranfmitted 
to your Honours.—I conceived it alfo their duty 
to have laid them before the Board on joining our 
Councils at Fulta ; this conduft would pofiibly 
have prevented much altercation and writing, and 
at the lame time have demonfirated they had made! 
no reprefentation to your Honours, in winch they 
feared a deteflion.—Mr. Watts (to whofe anfwer 
I come now more particularly) is pleafed to fay, 
fccond paragraph j 

“ That he never heard of Raagbullob being 
“ imprifoned, till after the old Nabob’s death j 
“ wonders where Mr. Holwell picked up his 

“ intelligence, &c.-denies the purport of 

‘P the letters recommending the reception of 
“ Raagbullob’s family, as fet forth by me 
“ in my ieventh paragiaph ;—gives a recital 
of the faid letters, leaving out thofe paits 
“ he imagines might throw any blame upon 

11 himfelf ■,-admits the purport of the let- 

M ter he wi ote the Vrefident, as quoted by 

“ me 
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cs me in my eighth paragraph j-nevci; 

' “ heard the Begum would get the better j— 
“ wonders again where Mi. Holwell got his 
intelligence j—admits Mr. Holwell’s fifth 
“ paragraph ;—never imagined a loole aban- 
t£ doned woman could Hand in competition 

“ with Surajud Dowla, &C.”- 

Touching the imprifonment of Raagbullob, I 
will not at this diftance contend with Mr. Watts 5 
that he was fome time under the reflraint of a ftrong 
guard, after the deceafe of his mafLer, is fad;— 
that he did not difcover his wealth to the old Na¬ 
bob, unlefs in fome trifles, plainly appears fiom 
hence, that the Nabob did not get at the know¬ 
ledge of his uncle’s capital wealth, until after his 
return to the city fiom Calcutta —Mr. Watts’s ad¬ 
mitting my fifth paragraph is the ftrongeft proof 
againft himfelf I can pofflbly produce •, for in that 
very paragraph, the lefolution Raagbullob had 
fhewn for the intereft of the family, is urged by me 
ns a reafon for his never being forgiven by Suiajud 
Powla :—And lower down, “ Thar, in refentment 
ct for the ufage he had unjuflly received for his 
Ct integrity/’ he joined the youn» Begum’s coun¬ 
cils. Therefore, on what foundation Mr. Watts 
attempts here to invalidate my intelligence, and at 
the fame time accedes to my fifth paragraph, which 
demonflrably fupports that intelligence, is fome- 
thing unaccountable,—Touching my mifrccital of 
his letters in favour of the reception of Raagbul- 
lob’s family, I will only fay, that no felf-confidc- 
ration could poffibly fway me to deviate from truth. 
I never condemned, nor do now, the recommen¬ 
dation tranfmitted m their favour by Mr. Watts ; 
1 thought, as things weie circu'mftanad, he was 
vindicated in urging their reception, and have 
theiefoie faid, be might, with better grace, have 
owned his inftances in their favour were in ftronger 

terms'. 
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t^i rns — [t My only view was to jufttfy the Gentleman 
“ who received them , being myfelf noways concerned 
k( m that tranfafiion” —However I will for once 
iuppole, his letters were as he recites them, which 
lie clofes by faying,—“ Raagbullob had' been of 
ic ufe, and might be more fo.” Thefe expreffions 
are fufficient, in my opinion, to juftify Mr. Man- 
ningham’s receiving his family.—But wholly to 
refute Mr. Watts’s icprefentations on thefe heads, I 
mtifl obferve, that he admits 46 He did write the 
“ Governor to turn them out, (as I have fet forth 
te in my eighth paragraph) the moment he fuf- 
** pe&ed any ill confequences might attend their 
u longer refidence in Calcutta.*’—Now permit me. 
Honourable Sirs, to enquire, what could be the 
motives which urged Mr. Watts to the contrary 
meafuies, of fiift recommending their reception, 
and afterwards their expulfion ? — Mr. Watts ac¬ 
knowledges, ts Raagbullob had been ufeful, and 
“ might be more l'o.”—That he could be more 
ufeful, was not in nature, but in conleqpence of 
his miftrefs, the young Begum’s fuccefs j if there 
was no probability of her fuccefs, Mr. Watts 
becomes unpardonable in recommending, in any 
Ihape, the family, or any part of the family, to be 
received in the lettlement, as he knew Raagbullob 
would be highly obnoxious to the fucceedmg go¬ 
vernment of Surajud Dowla. — Thus ic will bd 
mamfeft to your Honours, that this Gentleman’s 
injudicious attempt to cenfure my intelligence, has 
thrown his own condudt into a difficulty, which 
might otherwife have efcaped notice; but this 
inftance will not appear fingle. 

That Mr. Watts never t( heard the taking of 
k£ Gyria and naval ftrength of the Englifh were 
6 the occafion of much fpeculation at the Durbar,” 
am inclined to believe, oi he Certainly would 
uve taken fome pains to have fet both in a proper 

light, 
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light, and prevented their railing any jealoufies in 
the government, which were augmented hy the 
report of the war between us and the French, ex¬ 
tending to Bengal. His never hearing likewife, 
that the report of the fixteen fhips of war and a 
ftrong land force gained belief at the Durbar, I 
as readily believe ^ but can by no means admit, 
that Mr. Watts’s ignorance of thefe particulars 
Amounts to pi oof they were not fo. In my tenth 
jparagiaph, I fet forth the purpoit of a letter Mr. 
Watts wiote the Prefident fome time before the 

death of the old Nabob.-This letter Mr. Watts 

has not difowned, or denied the truth of the con¬ 
tents, as I have recited them.- - In it he infoims 
the Prefident, CI That theie were a multitude of 
te the government’s fpies in Calcutta ; that the 
" fmall ftrength of its garrifon and fortifications, 
ct and the ealy capture of it, weie the public dif- 

te couife cf the Durbar and City, 8tc.”-Dif- 

couifes of this kind ought to have alaimed Mr. 
Watts, the^ were prior to any complaint of the 
detention of fubje&s, &c —His advice to the Pie* 
fident, to be upon his guard, was doubtlefs well 
judged $ but oughL he to have refted here ? Surely 
no! It rtluft have occurred to Mr. Watts, that 
there were extraoidinary caufes for difeourfes of 
this unprecedented nature, which he fhould have 
traced to their fource, and guarded againfl them, 
by an eafy refutation of our enemies mifreprefen- 
tation : Had this been done, he would have found, 
that a belief of the above-recited repoits could 
alone be the caufe of the difeourfes he tranfmitted 
to the Prefident, and of which he confefles his 

inure ignorance_The character he is pleafed to 

draw of Anglia, and his conclufions from it, ap¬ 
pear to me lb extremely and obvioufly weak and 
unjufi, as to require no reply ■, and the deipicable 
light he reprefeots the. Durbar in, fljews he has 
A a little 
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little leal knowledge of a people he has fo long 
refided with. 

The reports above-mentioned, and the public 
dilcourfes of the Durbar and City which followed, 
on their gaining belief, without any attempts made 
to confute them, have fo clofe a connection with the 
old Suba’s laft Council to Surajud Dowla, as lecited 
in my 28th paragiaph, that I cannot, in a moie 
proper place, reply to the reception it has met 
with fiom Meftis. Becher, Watts, and Collet, 
whofe fentiments have a mixture of the folemn and 
iprightly, not becoming the lubjedt they wcie 
treating of, nor the civility or decency due to eveiy 
gentleman engaged in any point of controverfy, as 
the fum-total of all their opinions does infaft charge 
me with impofing a forgeiy on your Honours, that 
had no foundation but my own invention. This 
will beft appear from the gentlemens own words, 
Mr. Becher is pleafed to fay, 

“ He does not admit of Ally Verdy Cawn’s 
“ fpeech to be genuine; that Mr. Holwell, 
“ in his diftreffed fituation, was uhable to 
“ unravel the myfteries of the cabinet, and 
“ explore a fecret never yet known to any 
“ one but himfelf.” 

Mr. Collet is pleafed to call Ally Verdy Cawn’s 
fpeech a fpecious fable : And Mr, Watts fays, 

“ The laft dying fpeech of Mahabut Jung, 
“ neither I, nor I believe any of the faiftory 
“ ever heard of —nor fince from any of the 
tc country-people ;—it Teems an imitation of 
“ Lewis the XIV. to his grandfon, and ap- 
tc pears, as Mr. Collet aptly terms it, a 
,e Jpecious fable.* 1 ' 

That Mr. Becher Ihould not believe the fpeech 
genuine, I do not much wonder at,—as he Items 
fully refolved that nothing fhall drive him irom Jus 
adopted principal caule of our nusfoi tunes, the 

detention 
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detention of the Nabob’s fubjeCts;—in confutation 
of which I have faid fufficient ; but the reafons this 
gentleman gives for his believing the fpeech not 
genuine, had been better omitted, for his own 
fake.—The fpeech might probably enough have 
been a fecret, whilft it was neceffary it fliould be 
fo ; but when I obtained it, that neceflity had long 
vamfhed, and Mr. Eecher might have obferved, 1 
fay, I had it from good authority, after my leleafe- 
ment, which was more than three months after the 
pciiol it was uttered, and was no longer to be 
deemed a myfterj r of the cabinet, but might be 
iudicioufly enough divulged and cuculated, as an 
apology for, and in fuppoit of Surajud Dowla’s 
proceedings againft the Englifh, &c.——Mr. Be- 
cher’s opinion, “ that 1 was unable to explore a 
“ fecret, never yet known to any one but myfelf,” 
T would explain and leplyto, could Ipoflibly under¬ 
hand him. Shall only add, for your Honours 
iatisfaChon, and in vindication of my own veracity, 
that I was releafed the 16th of July, and continued 
at the Tankfall, and the Dutch and French facto¬ 
ries, until the 19th at night; during which penod 
I had frequent conferences with the principal Arme¬ 
nians, and fome the immediate fervants of the late 
and prefent Suba, from whence I had the fpeech 
literally as I have given it: and notwithftandingthe 
ingenious ridicule it meets with from Mefiicurs 
Watts and Collet, to cover their deficiency in mat¬ 
ters which ought to have been known to them, I 
will not defpair of giving your Honours yet more 
convincing proofs of its being genuine ; and that 
there palfed fome other tranfadfcions, at the Durbar, 
to which they appear utter ftrangers, or if known, 
unhappily for your fervice and us, were unattended 
to. 

Subfequent to the delivery of my Letter of the 
^oth of November, I received an intimation of a 
A a a ' con- 
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eonverfation which had palled between the old 
Subd, Siirajud Dowla, and Mi*. William Forth, 
your Surgeon at Cofliml^lr2^al , : this convention 
appearing to me the ftroiigeft corroborating proof 
of my alfertions, on -the; real caUie of our misfor¬ 
tunes,—f requested Mr- Forth would give it me, 
in writing, which heobligmgly did, from Chinfura, 
under date the 15th of December 1756,—but it 
reached me not until after my letter was delivered 
into council: I have had the honoui of Ihowing it 
to your chairman, and now beg leave to tianfcnbe 
it here, the original being ready for your peiufal. 
—It is as follows,— 

■ SIR, 

“ About fifteen days before the old Nabob died, 
et I being obliged to attend every morning to fee 
“ him, his fon came in, and with a face full of 

refentment and anger, addrefled himfelf to the 
tfi old man thus:—Father, I am well informed the 
<c ' Englilh are going to^aflifjj the Begum.—-The old 
** man afked me directly if this was true ? I 
e< anfwered. That this mujhbe a malicious report, 
ft of fome who were not our friends, and done on 
tfr purpofe to prejudice the Company ; that the 
“ Company were merchants, and not foldiers 5 and 
ts that in all the troubles that had happened m the 
“ country, fince we had a fettlement in it, if he 
t£ plealed to enquire, he would findy we had not 
“ joined any party, or interfered in any thing but 
" our trade; and that the,Company had been nigh 
“ a hundred years in this country, in which time 
“ they never once* had a difpute with - the Govern- 
“ ment on that head.—H6w many foldiers, fays 
6 < he, have you in your fort or factory (Coflimbu- 
tc zar)? Anfwer, The ufual number, about foity, 
e6 gentlemen included —Have you never moie ? 
” Anfwer, No,—Only when the Morattors weie 

“ in 
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“ in the country; but as foon as they were gone, 

fct the ibldiers were returned to Calcutta,-Do 

* e you know, allied he, if the Dutch and French 
<e have any come up ?—Anfwer, I cannot tell.— 
te Where are your fhips of war ? Anfwer, At 

ft Bombay.—Will they come here ?-Not that 

:c I know of, theic is no occafion for them.—Had 
“ you not l'ome heie three months ago ? Anfwer, 
5 fcs.—There comes one ortwoyearly, for tocariy 
Lt proviftons for the reft of the ftnps.—What is the 
icdlbn you have thele ftiips of war in thefe parts, 
“ of late ? Anfwer, To proteft the Company’s 

se tradp, and for fear of a war with France.- 

,c Is there war now between you and the French ? 
rt Anfwer, No, not at prelent, but we are afraid 

<s it will be foon. — . He then turned about to 

< c his grand-fon, and told him, he did not believe 
£t a word of the report he had heard 5 upon which 
fI Surajud Dowla, anfwered, He could prove it, 
The old man defired I would fend our vaqueel to 
“ him direttly, which having accordingly done* 
^ when he returned, I afked the vaqueel what the 
tc old man f^id to him 4 which was almoft word for* 
« word that palled with me. Surajud Dowla 
w ordered the vaqqeel to attend fys Durbar daily* 
**■ which was accordingly done, agreeably to.his 
oiders, I am, Sir, See. 

WILLIAM FORTH.*; 

Though the report which introduced this con- 
verfation was moft untrue, yet the interrogatories 
which followed plainly point out the fentiments of 
the Durbar ; and this, joined to the other public 
difeourfes of the Durbar and City, touching dip 
difcncelefs ftate, and eafy capture of Calcutta, as 
tianfmitted by Mr. Watts, about this titne, to, this 
Frcfident, are I muft again repear, manifeft proofs^ 
t^at jealoufies in the government were the firft and 
A a 3 principal 
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principal caufes which urged the Suba’s determi¬ 
nation to diveft us of our fortification : and though 
they may'be faid not to amount to an abfolute proof 
of the genuinenefs of the old Snba’s fpeech to his 
grandfon, yet they are ftrangly prefumjative.—But 
to return to Mr. Watts, whofe infinuations and 
hearfays, from his eighth paragraph, require but 
fhort notice. 

This gentleman is pleafed to fay, we had ten 
times the number of men and ftores they had to 
which I fay, that the difference of our fortifications, 
and the foice brought againft us and them confi- 
dered, we had not even an equality —In their 
letter to us of the fiift of June, they advife of 
12,000 troops only brought againft them, which 
Mr. Watts now fwells to 30,000. Mr. Watts afks 
me why I did not continue to defend the fa&oiy, 
when at the time I delivered up the faftory, I had 
five rimes the numbei of men they had at Coffim- 
buzar ? Had not Mr. Watts been guided more by 
malice than truth, in this and his fublequent inter¬ 
rogatories, he would, from the letter he is anfw’er- 
Ing, have found the number left in the factory did 
not exceed 170 j that of thefe we had 2,5 killed 
and 70 wounded by noon, the 20th, and that 
every man who furvived, was exhaufted of fttength 
and vigour. In thefe circumftances, I believe I 
fhoukl be juftified to my honourable employers, if 
I had really delivered up the factory, which Mr. 
Watts afierts I did, from the account drawn up by 
Mr. Gray,' who, I believe, wrote from the belt of 
his knowledge, though his narrative is m many 
parts veiy defedtive.—Mr. Watts avers, he never 
heard a fyllable of the Back* Gate being betrayed, 

until I returned.-if he had been folicitous to 

Come at the truth, how came he noL to apply to 
MefTrs. Walcot and Dickfon; they were both at 
Chandanagore, and are both mentioned by me in 
1 * iny 
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my nairative. Mr. Gi ay mentions in his account, 
that tc fome ruftied out at the gate towatds the 
“ liverit might have occuired to Mr. Watts, if 
truth had been his aim, to alk Mr. Giay how they 
could rufh out, the keys being m my pofieflion, 
and that gate not only locked, but bat red and bolt¬ 
ed ? But thefe enquiries would not have fquared 

with Mr. Watts’s purpofe of detiaction.-His 

intelligence, picked up (to borrow Ins own phiafe,") 
from corporal Angell, is equally authentic, for 1 
lolemnly aver, fuch an incident never happened as 
the match, ££c. though moft certainly 1 fhould 
have lb a£led, had any rafhnefs of that kind been 
attempted, which could have anfwered no good 
purpole before the order w r as iffhed for a geneial 
diilharge, which was then my objedf, if the Back 
Gate had not .been forced. 

Touching Mr, Drake’s anfwer, I find but few 
particulars that are not fully difcufied, in my letter 
of the 30th of November.—His misfortunes ate 
fufficiently heavy not to bear any addition to the 
load , and I could imjh he had not obliged me to fpeak 
at all.— He remarks^ my accui'ations are con¬ 
fined to my fuperiors, and not juniors* intimates, 

my fophiftry only tends to fupplant my femoral-- 

I could appeal to fome of your honourable Court, 
that this is not my talent, and that I am capable 
of doing juftice to the mciitof my feniors, though 
my declaied enemies.-Mr. Drake taking advan¬ 

tage of the lofl. confutations, aflerts, the letter to 
the Nabob Was anfwered in confutation , m this 
alfercion he fhould have taken caie that no circutn- 
ftancc fhould impeach liis veracity, as effeftually 
as if the confutations could appear againft him.— 
lie knows in his heart, that it never appealed in 
confutation, until after the leceipt of the Chief 
and Council of Coffimbuzai’s letter, advifing of 
ihe Nabob’s being inrenfed at the ^uipoitof ir, 
A a 4. when 
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when it was judged nec'elfarytodifpatch immediately 
a copy of k to thofe gentlemen : had he not been 
confcious of this, would he have neglefted fo fa¬ 
vourable an opportunity, when he had it in his 
power of confulting the, and thereby of juftly 
rendering eveiy paj t of my narrative fufpeCted ?— 
I was pofitive'arfd clear in my averment and reafon- 
ing theieon, that the anlwer Was an a£t of his 
own ; and there were of thofe members furviving, 
Meffrs. Pearkes, Frankland, Macket,' anid Mr. 
Secretary Cooke, to have confuted mebut in 
place of this, Mr. Drake prefers the meafure of 
throwing this allegation into his letter, at a time he 
was fure I fhould never fee it abroad, and imagin¬ 
ing pofiibly that might be the cafe here. 

' I did not, *tis true, mention the 70 men in fick 
quarters, becaufe, on enquiry, I could' not find 
there was one. The attempt to poifefs Taflnas’s, 
was made feme day after nly motion in the Council 
of War was ove‘r-ruled. Mr. Drake aiferts*, all 
methods were ufed to fend fuccours to’ the Fort 
but' intimates that Captain' Nicholfon was the only 
one would undertake it. Him we never faw nor 
heard of. On my joining the fleet at Fuka, I did 
hear he was fent into Govindpore Creek, to burn 
and deftrby the great boats there, that they might 
riot be employed by the enemy, m the attack or 
purfuit’of the £hip$. ‘ 

' I am, moft refpeftfully, &c. 


Having, we think, fufficiently vindicated this 
entleman’s character from the afperfions in this 
lonymouS Pamphlet, we proceed to exculpate 
m from reflections no Jefs infamous, fcandalous, 
id (confequently) unjuft. 


Your 
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Your Gourt of Dncftors, in 1758, that is, the 
Bombay faftion, which compofed the majority of 
that Couit, being determined to prevent Mi. Hol- 
well’s fucceeding to the Chair of Bengal, fuperieded 
him the very next Ihip, after his depaituie on the 
Warren, m favour of a gentleman who had not 
been on the civil lift of your feivants*, and foon 
after in favour of a young gentleman, Mr. Ellis, 
whofe rank in your fervice, before the capture 
of Fort William, entitled him only to thefubordi- 
natc poft of fecond, afliftant m this gentleman in 
the Zemmdary; and finally diftniflld him from 
your fervice, for figning the geneial letter, per 
Hardwick and Calcutta, The 147th paragraph 
of this letter has been often exhibited to you; wc 
are not aftiamed to avow it was diawn up by Mr. 
Holwell, who, in his letters to us, declared, he 
gloried more in this honeft production of his pen, 
than ever Ciceio did in his moft famed orations. 

After the very high enLorpiums bcflowed upon 
this gentleman’s zeal, integuty, and capacity, dur¬ 
ing the fpace of five ycais, a treatment lo oppofite 
as we have now fet forth, called far fome excuie 
and palliation. Thefe were not long wanting. To 
countenance and give the colour ot julUce to the 
moft cruel and ungrateful return for hi» many and 
eminent fervices, fcvenil charges were railed ag milt 
him by tlie majority of the then Couit oi Ihretlois. 
Thofe charges, and Mr. Holwell’ 1 ; icply to them, 
we lay beJore you, in two letters addtdied to uV 
Boaidof Calcutta, and leave you the judge be¬ 
tween them and him. 
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'■f o the Honourable Robert Clive, Efq. Pnftdent and 
Governor, Council of Fort William. 

1 * Fort William, 

Honourable Sir, and Sits, Decern, 1759. 

T HE i$2d paragraph of the Supplement to 
the Honourable the Court of Dueclor’s Let¬ 
ter of the 43d-of March, 1759, read for the firft 
thne the ad inftant, is of fo extraordinary a nature, 
that it cannot too early be fpoken to by thofe who 
ate, or who may be* fuppofed to be pointed at 
for necefiary reafons, I beg lervc *0 udbr ihc whole 
paragraph. 

M We are informed from good authoiity, that 
c< two of our fervants, of confiderable rank, affcu- 
<£ ally received from Kiflendafs upwards of fifty 
“ thoufand rupees, for our protecting this perfon 
againft Surtfjah Dowla; if this iniquitous tranf- 
“ action fhould be proved, what an account have 
*f thefe men to render here and hereafter ? For, 
w according to human conjecture, it was the foun- 
“ dation of your late bloody calamities. The 
M juftice you ow r e to thofe murdered innocents, - to 
i£ your employeis, and to your own characters, 
“ will not fofler us even to lurmife that you will 
“ fereen fuch villainy, you will therefore exa- 
te mine ftriCHy, and immediately into tjie truth 
“ of this report; give the enquiry preference to 
“■ every other concern, and ufe evciy juftifiable 
method with Fuiopeans and natives to come at 
" the knowledge of faCts, and fhould any be found 
‘ guilty, difmifllon from our fervice muft not only 
,c inftantly follow, but a profecution on our behalf 
1 for damages fuftained muft be commenced againft 
‘ him or them in the Mayor’s Court; and what- 
e ever precautions can be ufed for the fecurity of 
c our demand, we expect, upon this occafion, will 
e be put in force. 3- ' 


The 
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The redtitude of my own heart, joined to the 
woids “ of confiderable rank,” had nearly con¬ 
vinced me no part of this heavy charge of iniquity 
and villainy could pofiibly be aimed at me; but 
when I found myfelf unjuftly fuperfeded in the very 
next paiagraph, without any caufe given by me, 
or afiigned by the Honourable the Court of Diiec- 
tors, I could no longer remain in doubt that the 
meafure of my perfection was not yet full. And 
as I find myfelf doomed fooner or later a faciifice 
to private pique and party on one pretence or an¬ 
other, forgive me, gentlemen, if, confcious of my 
pwn innocence, I am bold in my defence; I doubt 
not but each of you will make my cafe'your own. 
You have been all witnefies of my unftuken zeal 
for the Company’s intereft: and welfare, and are 
likewife witnefies of the returns I have met with 5 
—returns that mufb alarm each of you who are 
liable^ as well as myfelf, to have your honour and 
charadter fhgmadzed, by coveit infinuations—con¬ 
veyed into the ready and open ears of credulity, by 
the tongues of malice and flander. Happy are 
thofe few remaining gentlemen who',were of Coun¬ 
cil at the period alluded to in the foregoing para¬ 
graph, in being able to defpife the information, and 
retire from a fervice of fucli precarious tenure, and 
fubjedt tofuch cruel afperfions: fuch fhould be my 
.condudt alfo, was it equally in my power; but 
fince that is not the cafe, and my rank in the fer- 
vice will probably in a fiioit time become really 
confiderable, I hold myfelf bound to give^w, Gen¬ 
tlemen, every fatisfadtion in the premifes, and to 
convince you by every means in my power, that if 
I am one of the two glanced at m the faid i32d 
paragraph, fuch information, with refpedt to my¬ 
felf, is groundlefs, falfe, and wicked, in the moil: 
fuperlative degree * and I will juftly borrow from 
the faid paragraph and fay, what an account haye 

thofe 
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thofesnfcn (tjis informers) tp, render here ,and heie 
after, Who fop} 4 fron> foundation but tl^r of 
infamous, &rm*fe a or jyipg .report, attempt to blail 
the fame and-integrity 0 f 9% \ w& regard jo 

the \tfpnwimble the Court pf Directs t fo readily 
giving credit and.ftnCbon tiMhW inflation, and 
th&r, tapit poudemtiaddn unheard, f obvious from 

their ^ 3jd'|>ar^grg,ph). my - duty &nd .igfppct iwith- 

hmdfi my pen, and t 4 k me it is dme,jihgu]d pro- 
ceai tP cogfider th^charge ltfejf, with th^t.fe^ 
dom which every one me§ to the juftificationpf h^ 
own character*, jhpvgb. Om&nfible-this freedom 
(to which; the Honourable the Court of Bmeftofs 
are,futih grangers) wdl ; caufe my difmiffiog from 
theieryjcp, i 

;‘ iYoit.aw told, Gentlemen by the Honourable 
thfi;Court of DirqcStp^* that theynre informed from 
goodaiithomy, « that two ef their feints/* &c. 
in-reply to which, permit-n^e to &y, if their autho¬ 
rity has been good, taw^si jufliicc, toi, their fer- 
have-^i^thsm ,^ tran^i?#^ na- 
ture pf that authority tp yoi^ a^ well, as npeuly $0 
have'named the twp fervaota aimed ; at here, - Yoiv 
would have then had a foundation to proceed on, 
without,being reduced to the neceffity, as you now 
ore,, of going a hunting both for th* accufers and 
aecufed i .a tads^that barely never was impofed on 
any body of gentlemen whatsoever, 

. You„ are fubfequently told, that the protection 
given to the perfon of Kifiendals, was, from all 
human, conjecture, the foundation of -your late 
bloody calamities; if the Honourable the Court of 
Directors were really fsinfible, thjs was the founda¬ 
tion, , permit me moft humbly to expoftulate with 
them,, why their refeptmenf. does pot openly fqll 
r on thofe two perfons, whp were more immediately 
concerned in granting fuph. protection, to wit, on 
the then Chief of Co®mbu{?ar, who fo- ftrongly 

- urged 
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urged the nectfiiry of doing it, and the titan Go“ 
Vernor, who would not withdraw that protection 
when it became equally neceflary ? But, Gentle¬ 
men, had the Honourable the Court of Dire£lord 
thought proper to give a preference to faCts, in 
p’ace of all human conjedture, (which is fo ofrerr 
luborclmate to all human malice and plioahty) 
rhey would be convinced the protection gianted tor 
Kiflendafs was rtot in any the leaft degree the foun¬ 
dation of your bloody calamities* fo that, could' 
that iniquitous circumftance of receiving the 50,000 
Rupees, be proved agatnft one or two of their fer- 
vants, their enjoined profecutions for damages mult 
fall tothegiound. The faCls above alluded to, 
which Ibould in juftice and propriety have had the 
preference to human conjecture, are before the 
Honourable the Court of Directors, both in my 1 
addrefs to them of November 1756 from Fulta, 
and in that of Auguft 1757 at London, which 
puts it out of their power to fay they were ftran- 
gers to them. The motives which have urged the 
fupprefiion of thefc, and many other facts very 
mateiial for the knowledge of the world, are belt 
known to the wifdorti of the Honourable the Court 
of Directors $ and it is my duty to fuppofe thd& 
motives are juft, or at leaft proper to further their 
particular putpofes, which doubtlefs ultimately 
tend to the promoting the welfare of the Company 
committed to their charge. Thus, for inftance, I 
believe many can remember, am'Ongft the multi¬ 
tude of infamous reports fpread at Fulta, one* wa^ 
that three Gentlemen in the feivice had receive# 
from Kiflendafs 50,000 Rupees each, and I haVe 
no doubt but this aflettion was impudently wrote 
home from various hands : yet now you oblcrve 4 ,* 
Gentlemen, it is for the good of the fervice, that 
the charge Ihould only be aimed at two. Public 
bodies do no: deem themlelvcs accountable for the 

juftice 
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juftice and equity of their conduct to individuals 
under their command , and individuals, howfoever 
injured or oppreffed, will be thought audacious if 
they complain ; but as tame fubmiflion and filence 
in this cafe would juftly be conftrned into guilty 
and wear more the complexion of a ftate of abfolute 
flavery than a voluntary fervitude, I would here 
altert my own integrity and injuries without referve, 
were certain poverty and want to be the confe- 
quence. The Court of Directors may, if they 
pleafe, take the, Company’s bread from me, but 
they ought not by inuendo and infinuations, couched 
as they imagine without the letter of the laws of 
England, diveft me of my good name and character, 
which their 133d paragraph moft evidently aims at; 
and though prudence made it neceflary for them to 
fupprefs names, yet the manifeft tendency of the 
wholp paragraph, is only calculated to give a co¬ 
louring and introduction to that which immediately 
follows, wherein not only myfelf, but feven mem-, 
bets: of your "board, and, a multitude of fenior fer- 
vants, all .unexceptionable; ip eh&ra£t?cs, and 
abilities, are fuperfeded in open violation of that 
avowed principle of equity, on which the Honour¬ 
able the Court of Directors reduced me laft year tp 
my-rank in the fer vice. But to refume my own 
vindication, permit me to reprefent to you, .Gen¬ 
tlemen, 

That the protection granted to Kiflendafs con¬ 
cerns not me more than any other member of the 
board:, ihat I had never, on my honour, any 
communication or converfe with Kiftendafs or with 
any one belonging to him, prior to my feeing him 
a prifoner in the faCtory: that my fortune confi- 
dered in the year 1752, when I firft came into the 
feiyjce, and compared with the public ftate of it, 
txpofed in our late calamities, will not leave room 
.for the leaft fhadow of a furmife, that it ever had 

any 
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any acquifitions of fnch a nature, or in fuch’a de¬ 
gree. Thelc, you will lay, do-by no means amount 
to proofs i they are negative proofs, however, and 
what other than negative prools can be given againft 
a charge lb indirect and daik ? However, as a 
iurthei fatisfaftion to myfelf, and I hope to you, 
I entieat, that the lolemn oath which I {hall an¬ 
nex to this addiefs, may be admimftred to me m 
count ll, as the only additional pi oof as yet in my 
power to give you of my innocence in this par¬ 
ticular. 

Having in a former pait of this addrefs men¬ 
tioned my being moll unjuftly iuperfeded, it re¬ 
mains incumbent on me to prove this aflertion, 
and however little I may benefit myfelf by this 
pi oof, it may have this ufe at leaft, that you. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, and the reft of our fel¬ 
low lervants, may know in future the eftimation 
you ought to put on your having real merit in the 
l’ervice, and in having that merit acknowledged 
and celebrated by the Honourable the Court of 
Direftors, whofe memories on this occafion, I muft 
humbly beg leave to refrefh, by various extrafts 
from their general letters to this prefidcncy, re- 
fpefting my conduit in their fervice. 

[Here were inferted the feveral paragraphs alrea¬ 
dy given you, after the ftate of the revenues, and 
then the letter to the Board went on as follows.] 

From the tenor of this laft paragraph (25th 
March, 1757) I think I may be juftiHed in fay¬ 
ing, that peifonal refentment, or other private 
motives, took the rule, and not thofc of juftice 
and equity, as the acknowledging and rewarding 
my merit, and at the fame time fixing the clog 
again upon me, which they had fo gracioufly, and' 
for the felf-fame reafons, taken off in the year 
1755, perEaftcouit, implies a mofl manifeft and 
unaccountable contradiction; however, in the ge¬ 
neral 
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tferal letter of the uth‘ of November, 1757, pc; 
■London and Warren, I am again releafcd fiom 
that clog, and appointed one of their four Go¬ 
vernors in station; and in a fubfequent letter by 
the fame fhips, on the rotation being abolifbed, 
appointed to fucceed to the government next after 
Mr. Manmngham ; and again by the laft. letters 
per London and Warren of the nth of April, 
1758, reduced to my rank in the lervice; and 
appointed by the Honourable the Court of Di¬ 
rectors to fucceed to the Government in turn 
and now by the Prince Henry’s letter fuperfeded 
in favour of Captain James Baiton, without the 
, Honourable the Court of Directors impeach¬ 
ing, or having caufe to impeach, that zeal, inte- 
gutVj and attachments the Company, which they 
lb often acknowledged and rewarded. Permit me, 
therefore. Gentlemen, through the channel of your 
Board, humbly to reprefent to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, the very hard treatment I have 
on the whole ■ received, and to hope it will merit 
their future more favourable confederation, the 
more Specially as it appears that many, I may fay 
moft or the gentlemen who have figned the Prince 
Henry’s letter, have alfo given the fanChon of their 
hands to every paragraph tranfmitted to this pre- 
iidency in my favour. 

I am, with reipeCt, 

Fort William, Hciourable Sir, and Sirs, &c. 

Dec. 1759 - J. Z. H. 

N. B. The following oath was tendered to, and 
taken by Mr. Holwell in Council the 24th of 
December, 1759. 

u I John Zephaniah Holwell, orfe of the Coun¬ 
cil of Fort William, 1756, when Kiflendafs, the 
fon of Rajah Bullob, received the protection of 

1 this 
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this piefidenty, do folemnly fweat that 1 never did, 
dire&lyor indiredly, receive from the faid Kiffen¬ 
dafs, or from any one on his behalf, any the leaft 
reward or gratuity, either in money, jewels, or 
merchandize, for fuch protedhon granted the faid 
Kiffendafs j and that I never did, on any other 
pretence or confideration whatfoever, benefit my- 
felf by the faid Kiffendafs to the amount or value 
of one rupee. So help me God. 

J. Z. Holwell ” 

The ferUtiriy ordered in the before-recited i32d 
paragraph, was made by Colonel Clive at Moor- 
lhadabad, (where Kiffendafs then refided) at the 
time the Colonel went to take leave of the Nabob, 
on his departure for Europe. On his return to 
Fort William, he wrote the following letter to the 
Boardj on the fubjedt of his enquiry. 


To the Gentlemen of Council. 

S I R S, 2jd January, 1760. 

“ ^THHEjuftice I owe to my own reputation, as 
“ J. well as my duty to the Company, obliged 
kt me prior to the refignation of this Government, to 
tc ule my uemoft endeavours in coming at the truth 
tc of the heavy charge, fecmingly contained againft 
“ Mr. Holwell, in the 132d paragraph of the 
* c general letter. Inclofed is the folemn atteftabon 
46 of Kiffendafs; and I make no doubt but that 
“ gentleman’s innocence will appear as clear to 
cs the Court of Directors, as it did to us who 
** were prefent at, and witneffed the faid at- 
“ teflation.” 

N. B. The gentlemen who witneffed the at- 
teftation were, 

£ b * Col. 
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Col. Clive, Mr. Pybus, 

Col. Ford, Capt. Cainac. 

Major Caillaud, 


To the Honourable Henry Vanfittart, Efq, &c. 
Council of Fore William. 


Gentlemen, 24th of November, 1760, 


A CCEPT my bell thanks for the obliging 
readinefs wherewith you have glanted me 
copies of thofe paragiaphs, in this yeaj’s General 
Letter from England, which lelaLe particularly to 
mylelf. 

As the Honoin able the Court of Di reCto is had 


long determined me unworthy of fucceeding in 
their lervice, according to the rank they moft gra- 
cioufly allotted me, in their General Letter of the 
nth of April, 175S ■, I could wilh they had 
refted there, without laying me under a necefiity of 
breaking in upon your time at this very bufy period, 
by a needful reply to fome very unjult reflections 
thrown upon me in the 1 19 th and 127th paragraphs 
of their Letter, under date the ift of April, 1760. 
The confideranon of that mdifpenlible duty, which 
binds every Gentleman to the defence of his own 
character, will, I am fure, be fufficient apology to 
your Honourable Board, for this intiufion. 

Refpefting the lalaiy I received by appointment 
of the Board, as annexed to the poll of Import 
Warehoufe-keeper, and as being poflefled by the 
fame individual nominated to that pott, when the 
Government of Bengal was ordered to lour perfons„ 
the Court of Directors are plealed to fay, “ The 
ct Gentlemen of Council might miftake their in- 
“ tentions; but that Mr. Holwell Ihould have 


“ aCted with more fincenty, becaufe he was pei- 
“ feCtly acquainted with the Court’s fentiments, 
u and paiticularly with the motives of their ordeis r 

“ &c.” 


1 
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66 &c” To rhis I may jiiftly reply. That the 
fentiments and motives of that Court of Directors 
were as well, or better known to the Gen Jemen 
of that Council than to myfelf. I attempted not 
to furprize them into that meafure , I laid what I 
thought an equitable ftate of the cafe before them. 
They took it into ferious co'nfideration, gave a 
careful perufal to every letter which reached them 
that year by the Warren ; and on the whole, weie 
of opinion, they contained not a fyllable that con¬ 
tradicted their giving me that emolument. To 
this I may add, the Gentlemen of Council would 
have paid a very bad complimerit to the fentiments 
and motives which dictated the General Letter of 
the nth of April, 1758, if they had furmifed, 
the Court’s intention was to diveft me of any emo¬ 
lument annexed to the poft which the rank they 
deigned to give me regularly bio light me to, efpe- 
cially when that Letter not only pulhed me from 
the top of the Council to the bottom, but alfo di¬ 
verted me of a poll which I had filled near five 
year’, and to which the fame DiieCtors had but the 
year before annexed, (to me particularly) a falary 
of 6,000 Rupees per annum, as a reward for my 
integrity and juft conduct in the due execution 
thereof. 

Touching the high refentment of the Court of 
Directors, at “ my weak and prefumptuous con¬ 
duct, for joining in confulcation wuh the Captains 
and Ofiiceis of the Warren,” as fetfoith in the 147 
paragraph, I with all humility kifs the rod, and 
contels it was out of my province to meddle with 
iuch a fuhjeCt From this ftep I cannot exculpate 
myfelf, but by averting, I had no motive to urge 
me, but the welfare and fafety of the Ihip, the 
Company’s effeCts, and the troops on board. Thi? 
plea, I know, will avail me lutle before judged* 
who have already, and at random, loaded me with 
B b 2 the 
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tlic heavy charge of influencing the Captain to 
difobey their orders, from felfifh piofpefls of my 
own. Suiely, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, I (hall 
not give offence, when I fay, this charge has neither 
truth or probability to fupport it. The Captain 
and his Officers had formed their rel'olutions, a 
prtcn, without my interfering direftly or indirectly - 7 
fo that I cannot be faid to have influenced their 
councils. To this Captain Glover will witnefs, if 
he has regard to truth, which I will not doubt: 
And he was under no obligation of legai ding my 
concurrence 01 non-concurrence, which I do fup- 
pofe would not have varied his mealures ■, howlb- 
ever that might have been, he intreated me and 
Captain Drake to hear the reafons which determined 
him to the Bay, and give our opinions thereon ; to 
which we affented : And from the face both of the 
infhi uftions and orders received from the Court of 
Diiebtors, and the intelligence received from Ceylon , 
which he had laid before us, I then was of opinion, 
as I am to this hour, that he and his officers adted 
a faithful and judicious part; and I fcrupled not to 
fign to that opinion, though I own k was an ill- 
judged compliance, confidering, as the Court juft- 
ly oblerves, my “ interefted fituation,” when I 
might have known that every handle which could 
be crumped up, would be feizcd on to my pre¬ 
judice, to give a colour and plea for injuftice. 
Had I not renounced my then felfifh profpeets, my 
opinio would have been very different. The Gen¬ 
tlemen themfelves knew, they had taken care my 
iclfifh prol'pedls at the Bay could be of little eflima- 
,tion to me, and that it was totally a matter of in- 
ditreience to me or mine, whether I arrived there a 
month iooncr qr later. On the contrary, it was to 
•me art inteiefliug evem the touching at JVTadrafs, as 
by not doing it X was a lofer to the amount of near 
20001. for the truth of which the Gentlemen may, 
* - it’ 
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if they pleafe, apply to Meflis. Muilman, Solo¬ 
mon, and Adams of London, to fay nothing of 
fome other very felfifh profpe&s which might pro¬ 
bably have been the confequence of my touching 
at that Port \ but all thefe I renounced when the 
interefls of my employers came in competition: 
And adequate has been my reward, as well in this 
as in every other endeavour to ferve them.—The 
Court of Directors are pleafed to clofe this pata- 
graph with faying, “ They are not willing to re- 
“ member paft tranfactions; but caution me to 
“ be moie guarded in future for peihaps by my 
“ influence the d'.ftrefies of Madiafs were mcreafed, 
tc and an unhappy Commander ruined.” That the 
honoui able the Courtof Dnedtorsfhouldbeunwilling 
to remember paft tranfaftions, (refpeding me) I do 
not wonder at, the reafons aie obvious and ftriking 
to the whole world 1 However, I humbly tranfmit 
them my thanks for their gracious precaution, which 
follows in terrcr&n ; but I have the pleafuie of 
thinking, that L ng before this they are convinced 
it was quite thrown away. That my influence m- 
crcai'ed the diftiefies of Madraft, and ruined an 
unhappy Commander; arc moft fevere infinuations, 
and require diftindt paragraphs for reply, as the 
word— -perhaps ^by no means extenuates the in¬ 
tended venom of the charge. 

It would give me the deepeft affliction, had I 
been the caufe of increafing the diftrefles of Ma¬ 
diafs, even by an error in judgment. If the War¬ 
ren’s proceeding to the Bay really had that effeflt, 
for {he had no money, and as I remember but 60 
men, it cannot, however, be laid at my door, with 
the leaft fhadow of juftice. But I know that 
;Uifling as the number of troops were) the {hip’s 
arrival here, at the critical time Ihe did, had a 
very ncceflary efteft on the Government of the 
Jtyovinces, which was then in Secret Treaty with 
B b 3 the 
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the Dutch, taking the advantage of our great 
weaknefs, caufed by the expedition to the South¬ 
ward, under Colonel Ford ; and we had great rea- 
fon to think it gave for fome time a very feafonable 
check to their Councils, as the troops were, with 
good fuccefs, fwelled by us to fix times their real 
Humber.’ 

That I Ihould be deemed the caufe of an un¬ 
happy Commander’s ruin, is a charge which gives 
me more real concern than any other the Court of 
Dnedtors have heen pleafed to load me with.—Tq 
wipe off this cruel afperfion, I am under a necefiity 
of tranfcribing part of Captain Glover’s laft Let¬ 
ter to me from Madrafs, under date the 2d of No¬ 
vember, 1759s which will, I hope, not oflly fet 
his own honour and honefty in a clear light, but 
alfo further eviqce, that I had not thole lelfilh 
profpedts in view with which I have been fo grofs- 

ly accufcd.- r After in treating I would write to 

my friends in his favour. He goes on, tc I need 
“ not mention to Mr. Holwell what is neceffary, 
“ as he is a much better judge than 1 am; and Ihall 
“ only hint one thing that will be of fervice.— 
“ They lay the blame entirely on this,—That you 
“ and I were concerned together, and wanted to 
“ pufh for the lirft fhip at the Bay, to make our 
“ market;—or this—that you warned not to comb 
“ here, and my being a good-natured man (mean- 
“ mg, as I fuppofe, a loft one, or rather a fool) 
“ you over-peifuaded me to go immediately to 

Bengal. Now, Sir, I allure you, that I have 
“ a< 5 ted as an honeft man in regard to this affair ; 
<c and no more than what I ought, as I am very 
“ certain of its fallhood, and tell every body 
“ where I go, that you never was the man that 
f concerned yourfelf with any thing relating to the 
“ fhip, or where I went; and that you had con- 
“ cems at Madrafs; th^t you would have becq 

“ very 
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very glad to have gone there, which, is, I be* 
“ lieve, the truth ; and I fhall ever abide by it.” 

The very fhameful fuppofition, which Captain 
Glover mentions above, of my being concerned 
with him, and which feems to have been taken up 
by the Court of Directors, and appears the ground- 
woik of their charging me with thefe lelfiih prof- 
pefts, is almoft unworthy my notice, though its 
confutation is in my power, from a thoufand 
proofs. It is only for yourfatisfafhon, Gentlemen, 
that, on my honour, I folemnly aver, I never had 
a concern with that Gentleman, diredbly or mdi- 
ie£tly, to the value of a Ihilhng. I am, wtth 
true refpedt, 

Honourable Sir, and Sns, 

Your moft obliged afld obedient humble fervant 0 

J. Z. H. 

In the foregoing letter you fee two charges laid 
againfl: this gentleman, the one touching the falary 
annexed to the poft of Impoit Warehoule-Keeper ; 
the other, his influencing Capt. Glover, commander 
of the Warren, to pafs the potft of Madrafs, and 
Hand diredUy for Bengal. As to the firft, a debate 
in full Council was had, on the terms of the 
Court of Directors letters, when it was agreed to 
continue the falary to this gentleman * and it was 
paid to him accordingly, fo long as he remaned at 
the head of that office. 

Touching the fecond charge, let it be remarked, t 
that notwithftanding Capt. Glover had been di- 
vefbed of his fhip by the Prefidency of Fort Sr. 
-George, your Court of Direflors, on his return ( 
home, thought his conduct fo juftifiable, that he t 
was again reftoied to a command in your fervice. 

Mr. Holwell (contrary to the laboured intentions 
of your Court of Direttors) aruved ar laft to the 
,kead of your affairs in Bengal. In this capacity, 

B b 4 how 
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how anxious his fituation, (may be feen in his 
Addrefs) much more to be pitied than envied. 
Though he was himfelf, immediately after Colonel 
Clive’s departure, plunged in the heavieft difficul¬ 
ties, to fuppoit 3. government overwhelmed in con- 
fufjon, and the public traqfaftions of that adtive 
and tuibulent peiiod were apparently fufficient to 
erppjoy the attention and genius of any one man^ 
yet did he find leifuie (to the lqfs pf his health 
and peace) to fuperintend every the mmutell branch 
of yoiit private concerns and intprefts. He had 
the addrefs to c|ifcoyer qn injuuous confederacy m 
the execution of your new works of fortifications, 
commenced a profecution againft the parties con¬ 
cerned, difdained a bribe of jo,qool, to diop 
that proleputjon, and might have gaiped treble that 
fum, had he fhewed the leaft propenfity to come 
to any compromife with the delinquents. The 
frauds he traced amounted to near 50,0001. the 
greateft part of which he law refunded, and fecu- 
rity taken for the reft, before he was fuperfeded m 
your government. For proof of t^ele fa£ts, we 
fubjoin the following vouchers, 

Copy of (i Minute of Council, the i^h July, 1760^ 
touching Ftauds in the new IVcrh. 

t( The Piefident, during the whole courfe of 
u this fcrutiny, having Ihewn the moft unwearied 
“ application in bringing to light the frauds 
“ hitherto difeovered, and given the higheft pi oof 
“ of his integrity, in refuting a bribe of eighty 
thoufand Rupees, and paying it into the trea- 
“ fury, as a fmall recompence tor the frauds com- 
“ mitted.” 

u Relolved, That the thanks of this Board be 
c< returned to' him, on behalf of our Honourable 
“ Employer^,” 

Copy 


3 
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Copy of ig$tb Paragraph of Governor Vanfit- 
tart’j and hi\ Council's General Letter to the 
Court of Drreffots, under Late the 16 th of 
January, 1761. 

“ In the former part of this letter, concerning 
<c the frauds committed in the new works, we 
“ mentioned the fums confeffed by Govindiam 
cc Goze, and Captain Brohier j and that feveial 
<c fums had been paid in, on that account: Be- 
<c Tides thefe, the fum of 80,000 Rupees was pri- 
se vately prefented to Mr. Holwell, (fuppofed by 
te thofe concerned in the affair) with a view of 
<e prevailing on him (who alone was acquainted 
<c with the difcoveiy) to drop the piafecution 5 
cc tlie fum was paid by him into the treafury, and 
“ carried likewife to the credit of— Over Charges , 
the New Woiks, but was not accounted as a part 
tc of the fums for which the delinquents were an- 
“ fwerable Mr. Holwell, through the whole courfe 
“ of this enquuy, fhewed a diligence and atten- 
“ tion, for which he lecejved the thanks of the 
Boaid, and iperits jikewiff your particular 
r]ou,cc.” 

Copy of Mr . Hoi well* j laft Letter to the Board 
of Calcutta. 

To (he Honourable Henry Vanfittart, Efq . Prefident 
anfl Governor, £$c. Council of Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, September 29th, 

1760." 

“ ^PHE many unmerited, and confcgnenfly un-r 
<s X juft, marks of refentment, which I have 
a lately received fiom the prefent Court of Direc- 
11 tors, will not fuffer me longer to hold a fervice, 
** in the courfe of which, my fteady and unwearied 

« ?ea| 
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se zeal for the honour and intcrcft of the Company, 
“ might have expefted a more equitable return.— 
* s Permit me, therefore, Gentlemen, to refign the 
* 5 Service; and at the fame time to requell the 
“ favour of your indulgence to refide in Eengal, 
w until I can fully colledt my fcattered concerns in 
trade, previous to my quitting India.—Herein 
ct you will lay an obligation on him, who is (with 
tc true relpedt, as well as moft fanguine wilhes for 
**■ the honour and fuccefs of this Board, and prof- 
** perity of the fettlement,) 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your ijioft obedient, humble feivant, 
J. Z. HOLWELL, 

Qopy of the Minute in Council of the 29th of Sep¬ 
tember, 1760, on receipt of the foregoing Let¬ 
ter r 

“ Ti K R. Holwell lays before the Board a letter, 
*■ XVX requefhng leave to refign the lervice, and 
K permifiion to refide in Bengal, until he can fully 
* l colleft his concerns in trade. 

“ Agreed Mr. Holwell’s requefi: be complied 
“ with, though the Board are concerned at the 
** departure of fo valuable a member. Ordered 
this letter be entered after this day’s conful- 
“ tation,” 

For the truth of the feveral fa£ts, vouchers, and 
quotations, here laid before you, we appeal to the 
records of Leadenhall-ftreet. 

Thus have we compleated our undertaking, 
viz. the Vindication of Mr. Holwell’s character, 
and at the fame time fheivn from inconteftible fatts, 
the eminent benefits you have received from his 
Heady zeal and integrity j benefits that juflly de¬ 
manded your higheft notice and gratitude. How 
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muft your Court of Directors appear (to the im¬ 
partial ? )—They have been often laviffi of their 
public thanks andprmfes to fome of your fervants, 
whilft this gentleman (who from the firft to the 
laft hour he had a feat in your Councils abroad, 
never ceafed futcefsfully labouring for your good) 
was fo lhamefully negleited, nay, tc evil entreated.” 

We clofe this add ref? by a fliort recapitulation 
of Mr. HoJwelFs nine years fervices, and in a juft 
eftimate lay before you at one view the fum total 
added to your eftate, for which you are (in fgme 
Items folely , and in the others chiefly) indebted to 
Mr. Holwell’s fagacity, integrity, and applica¬ 
tion, viz. 

Zemindary Calcutta — — 10,000 

Zemindary of the 24th Purgannah 60,000 
Lands ceded by Mhir Coffin ") 

Aly Khan, chiefly by Mr. 1 700,000 
Holwell’s influence over him J 

£- 770,000 perann. 1 

The fum fent to Mr. Holwell’s houfe in his ab- 
fence on the evening of the 13th July, 1760, to 
engage him to drop the profecution of the frauds 
jn the fortifications, (the perfons who fent it, not 
precifely known) was by him the next morning 
prefented to the Company, and paid into your 
treafury, viz. — — — — — 10,000 

Frauds traced and proved by Mr. Hoi-1 
well, and fince brought to your credit J ' 5°3°°c> 

£ . 60,000 

We are fenfible that the lands ceded by Coffin 
Aly Khan, have been commonly valued only at 
600,000 1. per annum, but we know their real net 
yalue is as above eftimated, 
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T HE following narrative will appear, upon 
perufal, to be a Ample detail of a moft melan¬ 
choly event, delivered in the genuine language of 
finccie concern, in a letter to a friend; from whom 
the greateft kindnefies had been ieceived, and in 
whom the greateft confidence was placed. It was 
written on board the veflel in which the author 
returned from the Eaft-Indies, when he had leifure 
to refiedt, and was at liberty to throw upon paper, 
what was too ftrongly lmprefied upon his memory, 
ever to wear out. If therefore it appears in feme 
places a little paflionate ; in others fomewhat dif- 
fufe; and, through the whole, tmdlured with that 
difpofition under which it was wntten ■, the occa- 
fion, and the nature of the performance, will fuf- 
ficiently excufe what might have been confidered 
as imperfections, if it had been intended for the 
public view; and which may perhaps be confidered 
in another light, now, that through a train of un- 
forefeen accidents, it comes to appear in print. 

The fubjeCt being of a very mixed nature, and 
fomething more than a bare relation of private cala¬ 
mity, rendered many people curious to lee it, when 
it was once known, that fuch a paper exifted ; and 
as there was nothing contained in it, that lequired 

either 
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cither much fecrecy, or circumfpeCtion, it hns been 
freely communicated to feveral, and amongft thole, 
to fame periods of the firft diftinftion * who thought 
it might gratify public expectation, more efpecially 
if it appeared in the fame natural and undilguifed 
drefi, in which they had feen it; for truth, and 
more efpecially fo affeCting a truth, Hands little in 
need of ornament, and appears to more advantage, 
the lefs it is, aflifted by the arts of writing, to vfrhich 
the author bfeing a ftranger, he trufted to his feel¬ 
ing, and endeavoured to exprefs by his pen, the 
emotions of his heart. He the more readily yielded 
to this requelt of his friends, from the following 
motives, which, as they wrought much upon hirri, 
may poflibly have fome weight with you* 

It is fomewhat rare, to find transactions of an 
extraordinary nature delivered circumftannally by 
thofe who are not only acquainted with, but were alio 
aCtors in them, whilft the matter is frelh in their 
minds, and confequently, when they are fitted to 
give a clear, connected, and impartial account. 
This therefore having been his original intention, 
though for the fatisfadtion only of a private friend; 
% yet, when called upon to make it public, it ap¬ 
peared to him a very perfuafive argument, as he 
was confcious to himfelf, that he had written it 
with the ftriCteft regard to veracity, in every point, 
and to dilburthen his thoughts of that load of af¬ 
fliction, which would have been as intolerable as 
the misfortune itfelf, if both had not been quali-* 
fled by the remembrance of that mercy by which 
he was delivered, and which feemed to claim a 
grateful return of public acknowledgment, for fo 
peculiar a deliverance. 

He was farther moved, by the confideration that 
there are fome fcenes in real life fo full of mifery 
and horror, that the boldeft imagination would not 
dare to feign them, for fear.Qf Ihocking credibility. 

He 



He thought fuch fcenes as thefe could not be per¬ 
mitted, by a wife, a beneficent Being, but for the 
fake of their becoming lelfons to mankind ; and 
he theiefore concluded, that this intention could 
never be better anfweied, than by coftfenting to 
render them public; that by this means, a door of 
hope, and of confidence, may be opened, to fuch 
as may hereafter fall under like tryals, by giving 
them an inftance (and fure a ftronger cannot well 
be given), that we ought never to defpair, when 
innocence and duty havp been the caufes of our 
diftrefs„ 
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LETTER 

FROM 

J. Z. HOLWELL, Efq. 

T O 

W m . DAVIS, Efq* 

From on board the Syren-Sloop, the 28th of 
Fcbruaiy, 1757. 


Dear Sir, 

T H E confufion which the late capture of 
the Eaft-India Company’s fertlements in 
Bengal muft neceffarily excite in the city of 
London, will, I fear., be'not a little heightened by 
the mifeiable deaths of the greateft part of thofe 
gentlemen, who were reduced to the fad necelTiry 
of funendering themfejves prifoners at difcretion m 
Fort William. 

By narratives made public you will only know, 
that of one hundred and forty-fix prifoneis one 
hundred and twenty-three were fmothered in t 1 e 
Black-Hole prifon, in the night of the 20th of 
June, 1756. Few furvived capable of giving any 
detail of the manner in which it happened j and cf 

C c 2 thele 
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thefe I believe none have attempted it* for my 
own part, I have often fat down with this refo- 
lution, and as often relinquiffled the melancholy 
talk, not only from the difturbance and affliction it 
raifed a-frefh in my remembrance, but from the 
confideration of the impoffibility of finding lan¬ 
guage capable of raifing an adequate idea of the 
horrors of the fcene I efiayed to draw. But as I 
believe the annals of the world cannot produce an 
incident like it in any degree or proportion to all 
the difmal circumftances attending it, and as my 
own health of body and peace of mind are once 
again, in a great meafure, recoveied from the in¬ 
juries they iuffered from that fatal nighc, I cannot 
allow it to be buried in oblivion ; though ftill 
confcious, that however high the colouring my 
retentive memory may fupply, it will fall infinitely 
lhort of the horrors accompanying this fccne, 
Thefe defeats muft, and I doubt not, will be 
afiifted by your own humane and benevolent ima¬ 
gination ; in the exercife of which I never knew 
you deficient, where unmerited diftrefs was the 
objeCt, 

The fea air has already had that falutary effeCt 
on my conftitution I expeCled ; and my mind 
enjoys a calm it has been many months a ftranger 
to, ftrengtheqed by a clear chearful Iky and atmof- 
phere, joined to an unulual plea&nt gale, with 
which we are patting the equinoctial. I can now, 
therefore, look back with lefs agitation on the 
dreadful night I am going to defcnbe; and with 
a gratefurheart fincerely acknowledge, and deeply 
revere that Providence, which alone could have 
pieferved me through that and all my fucceeding 
fufferings and hazards. 

Before I.conduct you into the Black-Hole, it is 
neceflary you fflould tie acquainted vyith a fe\y 

iptroduCtqry 
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introductory circumftances. The Suba * and his 
troops were in pofieflion of the fort before fix in 
the evening. I had in all three interviews with 
him : the laft in Durbar -f- before feven, when 
he repeated his affurances to me, oH the wotd of a 
fildier , that no harm ihould come to ns 5 and - in¬ 
deed I believe his orders were only general. That 
we ihould for that night be fecuned 5 and that what 
followed was the refult of revenge and refentment 
in the breafts of the lower Jenimaatddars J, to 
whofe cuftody we were delivered, for the number 
of their order killed during the fiege. Be this as 
it may, as foon as it was dark, Wc weie all, with¬ 
out diftinttion, directed by the guard over us, to 
colleCt ourfelves into one body, and fit down quietly 
under the arched Veranda or piazza, to the weft 
of the Black-Hole prifon, and the barracks to 
the left of the court of guard; and juft over-agaitlft 
the windows of the governor’s eafterly apartments. 
Befides the guard over us, another was placed at 
the foot of the ftairs at the fouth end of this 
Veranda, leading up to the fouth-eaft baftion, to 
prevent any of us efcaping that way. On the 
parade (where you will remember the two twenty* 
four pounders ftood) were alfo drawn up about 
four or five hundred gun-men with lighted 
matches. 

At this time the faCtory was in flames to the right 
and left of us; to the right the Armory and Labo¬ 
ratory ; to the left the Carpenter’s yard : though 
at this time we imagined it was the Cotta-ware- 
houfes ||. Various were our conjectures on this ap¬ 
pearance; the fire advanced with rapidity on both 
fides; and it was the prevailing opinion, that they 
intended fuffocating us between the two fires: and 
C c 3 this 

* Stizajud-Dowla, viceroy of Bengal, Bakar, and Orixa. 
-f In council. % An officer of the rank of Seijeant. 

tt The Company’s cloth warehoufes. 
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this notion Was confirmed by the appearance, about 
half an hour paft feven, of fome officers and 
people with lighted torches in their hands, who 
went into all the apartments under the eafterly 
curtain to the right of us; to which we appre¬ 
hended they weie fetting fire, to expedite their 
fcheme of burning us. On this we piefcntly came 
to a refolution, of rufhing on the guard, ieizing 
their fcymitars, and attacking the troops upon the 
parade, rather than be thus tamely loafted to death. 
But to be fatisfied of their intentions, I advanced, 
at the requeft of Meflrs. Badlie, Jenks, and Revely, 
to fee if they weie really fetting fire to the apart¬ 
ments, and found the contrary , for in faft, as it 
appeared aftei wards, they were only feaiching for 
a place to confine us in ; the loft they examined 
being the barracks of the court of guaid behind 
us. 

Here I muft detain you a little, to do honour to 
the memory of a man, to whom I had in many 
inftances been a fuend, and who, on this occafion, 
demonftrated his fenfibility of it in a degree worthy 
of a much higher rank. His name was Leech, the 
Company’s fmith, as well as clerk of the paufh ; 
this man had made his efcape when the Moors 
entered the fort, and leturned juft as il was dark, 
to tell me he had provided a boat, and would enfure 
my efcape, if I would follow him through a paf- 
fage few were acquainted with, and by which he 
had then entered. (This might eafily have been 
accompliflied, as the guard put over us took but 
Very flight notice of us.) 1 thanked him in the 
beft terms I was able ; but told him it was a ftep 
I could not prevail on myfelf to take, as I lhould 
thereby very ill' repay the attachment the gentle- 
, men and the garrifon had fhewn to me *, and, that 
I was lefolved to fhare their fate, be it what it 
would: but prefled him to fecure his own efcape 

without 
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without lofs of time*, to which he gallantly re¬ 
plied, that te then he was lefolved to fhaie mine, 
“ and would not leave me.” 

To mylelf and the world 1 ffiould furely have 
ftood excufed in embiacing the overtuie above- 
mentioned, could I have conceived what imme¬ 
diately followed , for I had fcarce time to make 
him an anfwer, befoie we obferved part of the 
guard drawn up on the parade, advance to us 
with the officers who had been viewing the looms. 
They oidered us all to rife and go into the barracks 
to the left of the couit of guard. The banacks, 
you may lemember, have a large wooden platform 
for the foldieis to fleep on, and are open to the 
well by aiches and a fmall parapet-wall, coirefpon- 
ding to the arches of the Veranda without. In 
we went moft leadily, and were pleating ouifelves 
with the profpedt of pafiing a coinfoi cable night 
on the platform, little dieaming of the infernal 
apartments in referve for us. For we were no 
fboner all within the barracks, than the guard 
advanced to the innci aiches and paiapet-wall •, and, 
with their mufkets piefented, ordered us to go 
into the room at the fouthermoft end of the bar¬ 
racks, commonly called the Black-Hole prifon ; 
whilft others from the Court of Guard, with clubs 
and drawn feymitars, preffed upon thofe of us 
next to them. This ftroke was fo fudden, fo un¬ 
expected, and the throng and preffure lb great upon 
us next the door of the Black-Hole pulon, there 
was no refilling it, but like one agitated wave im¬ 
pelling another, we were obliged to give way and 
enter *, the reft followed like a torrent, few among!! 
us, thefoldiers excepted, having the leaf! idea of the 
dimenfions or nature of a place we had never feen ; 
for if we had, we ffiould at all event? have rufbed 
upon the guard, and been, as the leffer evil, by 
our own choice cut to pieces. 

C c 4 Among!! 
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Amongft the firft that entered, were myfelf, 
Meflrs. Baillie, Jenks, Cooke, T. Coles, Enfign 
Scot, Revely, Law, Buchanan, &c. I got pof- 
feflion of the window neareft the door, and took 
MefTrs. Coles and Scot into the window with me, 
they being both wounded (the firft I believe mor¬ 
tally). The reft of the above-mentioned gentle¬ 
men were clofe round (tie. It was now about eight 
o’clock. 

Figure to yourfelf, my friend, if poflible, the 
fituation of a hundred and forty-fix wretches, ex- 
haufted by continual fatigue and attion, thus cram¬ 
med together in a cube of about eighteen feet, in 
a clofe fultry night, in Bengal, fliut up to the eaft- 
ward and fouthward (the only quarters from whence 
air could reach us) by dead walls, and by a wall 
and daor to the north, open only to the weftward 
by two windows, ftrongly barred with iron, from 
which we could receive fcarce any the leaft circu¬ 
lation of frefh air. 

What muft enfue, appeared to me in lively and 
dreadful colours, the inftant I caft my eyes round, 
and faw the fize and fituation of the room. Many 
ynfuccefsful attempts were made to force ihe door 5 
for having nothing but our hands to work with, 
and the door opening inward, all endeavours were 
vain and fruitlefi. 

Obferving every one giving Way to the violence 
of pafiions, which I forefaw muft be fatal to them* 
I requefted filence might be prefeived, whilft I 
fpoke to them, and in the moil pathetic and moving 
ttrms which occurred, “ I begged and intimated, 
that as they had paid a ready obedience to me in 
the day, they would now for their own fakes, and 
the fakes of thofe who were dear to them, and were 
inteiefted in the prefervauon of their lives, regard 
the advice I had to give them. I affured them, 
the return of day would give us air and liberty 5 

urged 
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urged to them, that the only chance we had left 
for fuftaining this misfortune, and furviving the 
night, was the preferring a calm mind and quiet 
refignation to our fate j mtreating them to curb, 
as much as pofiible, every agitation of mind and 
body, as raving and giving a loofe to their paflions 
could anfwer no purpofe, but that of battening 
their ceftru&ion.” 

This remonftrance piodneed a flioit interval 
of peace, and gave me a few minutes for reflc&ion: 
though even this paufe was not a little difturbed 
by the cries and groans of the many wounded, and 
more particularly of my two companions in the 
window. Death, attended with the moft cruel 
train of circumftances 7 I plainly perceived mutt 
prove our inevitable deftiny, I had feen this com¬ 
mon migration in too many fhapes, and accuf- 
tomed myfelf to think on the fubjedt with roo 
much propriety to be alarmed at the profpeft, and 
indeed felt much more for my wretched companions 
than myfelf. 

Amongft the guards pofted at the windows, I 
obferved an old Jemmaucdaar near me, who feemed 
to carry fome companion for us in his countenance; 
and indeed he was the only one of the many in 
his ftation, who difeovered the leaft trace of hu¬ 
manity- I called him to me, and in the moft per- 
fuafive terms I was capable, urged him to com- 
miferate the fufferings he was a witnefs to* and 
preffed him to endeavour to get us feparated, half 
in one place, and half m another; and that he 
Ihould in the morning receive a thoufand Rupees 
for this aCt of tendei nefs. He promifed he would 
attempt it, and withdrew j but in a few minutes 
returned, and told me it was impojfible. I then 
thought I had been deficient in my offer, and pro¬ 
mifed him two thoufand. He withdrew a fecond 
time > but returned foon, and (with I believe much 

real 
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real pity and concern) told me, it was not practi¬ 
cable , that it could not be done but by the Suba’s 
orders, and that no one dated awake him. 

During this interval, though then pafiions were 
lefs violent, their unealinefs increafed. We had 
been but few minutes confined, before eveiy one 
fell into a peifpiration fo profufe, you can form no 
idea of it. This conlequently brought on a raging 
thirft, which ftill increafed, in proportion as the 
body was drained of its moiftme. 

Various expedients were thought of to give 
more room and air. To obtain the former, it was 
moved to put off their cloaths, This was approved 
as a happy motion, and in a few minutes I believe 
every man was ftripped (myfelf, Mr. Couit, and 
the two wounded young gentlemen by me, ex¬ 
cepted). For a little time they flattered them- 
felves with having gained a mighty advantage 5 
qvery hat was put m motion, to produce a circu¬ 
lation of air ; and Mr. Baillie piopofed that eveiy 
man ffiould fit down on his hams. As they were 
truly in the fituation of drowning wretches, no 
wonder they caught at every thing that bore a flat- 
tenng appearance of faving them. This expe¬ 
dient was feveral times put in practice, and at each 
time many of the poor creatures, whofe natural 
ftrength was lefs than others, or had been moie 
exhauded, and could not immediately recover their 
legs, as others did, when the word was given to 
rise, fell to rife no more; for they were inftantly 
trod to death, or fuffocated. When the whole 
body fdt down, they were fo clofely wedged toge¬ 
ther, that they were obliged to ufe many efforts, 
before they could put thcmfelves in motion to get 
up again. 

Before nine o’clock every man’s thirft grew into¬ 
lerable, and refpiration difficult, Our fituation was 
fliuchpiore wretched than that of fo many miferablc 
3, animals 
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animals in an cxhaiiftcd receiver no circulation of 
frelh air fufficient to continue life, nor yet enough 
divefted of its vivifying pai tides to put a fpeedy 
period to it. 

Efforts were again made to fotce the door, but 
in vain, Many infults weie nfed to the guard, to 
provoke them to fue in upon us (which, as I 
learned afterward, weie carried to much greater 
lengths, when I was no moie ienfible of what was 
tranfa&ed). For my own part, I hitherto felt 
little pain or uneafinef 1 !, but what refulted from 
my anxiety for the fufferings of thofe within. By 
keeping my face between two of the bais, I ob¬ 
tained air enough to give my kings eafy play, tho 1 
my perfpiration was excefliye, and thirft commenc¬ 
ing. At this period, fo ftrong an urinous volatile 
effluvia came fiom the piii'on, that 1 was not able 
to turn my head that way, for more than a few 
feconds of time. 

Now eveiy body, excepting thofe fituated in 
and near the windows, began to glow ouciagious, 
and many delirious: Water, TV#ter, became the 
geneial cry. And the old Jemnuutdaar, before 
mentioned, taking pity on us, ordered the people 
to bting fome ikins of water, little diearning, I 
believe, of its fatal effedts. This was what I 
dreaded. I forefaw it would prove the ruin of the 
fmall chance left us, and efiayed many times to 
fpeak to him privately to forbid its being btought; 
but the clamour was fo loud, it became impofflble. 
The water appeared. Words cannot paint to you 
the nmverfal agitation and raving the fight of it 
threw us into. I had flattered myfelf that fome, 
by piefcrving an equal temper of mind, might' 
outlive the night; but now the reflection which 
gave me the greateft pam, was, that I faw no pof- 
iibility of one efcaping to tell the difmal tale. 

Until 
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Until the water came, I had myfelf not fuffered 
much fiom thirft, which inflantly grew exceffive. 
We had no means of conveying it into the prifort, 
but by hats forced through the bais; and thus my¬ 
felf, and Meflrs. Coles and Scot (notwithftanding 
the pains they fuffered from their wounds) fupplied 
them as faft as poflible. But thofe, who have ex¬ 
perienced intenfe thirft, or are acquainted with the 
caufc and Dature of this appetite, will be fuffi- 
ciently fenfible it could receive no more than a 
momentary alleviation ; the caufe ftill fubfifted. 
Though we brought full hats within the bars, 
there enfued fuch violent ftruggles, and frequent 
contefts, to get at it, that before it reached the lips 
of any one, there would be fcarcely a fmall tea-cup 
full left in them- Thefe fupplies, like fprinkling 
water on fire, only ferved to feed and raife the 
fiame. 

Oh f my dear Sir, how fhall I give you a con¬ 
ception of what I felt at the cues and ravings of 
thofe in the remoter parts of the pnfon, who could 
not entertain a probable hope of obtaining a drop, 
yet could not diveft themfelves of expectation, 
however unavailing 1 And others calling on me by 
the tender confiderations of friendfhip and affec¬ 
tion, and who knew they were really dear to me. 
Think, if poflible, what my heart muft have fuf¬ 
fered at feeing and hearing their diftrefs, without 
having it in my power to relieve them; for the 
confunon now became general and horrid. Several 
quitted the other window (the only chance they had 
for life) to force their way to the water, and the 
throng and piefs upon the window was beyond 
bearing; many forcing their pafiage from the fur¬ 
ther part of the room, preffed down thofe in their 
way, who had lefs ftrength, and trampled them to 
death. 
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Can it gain belief, that this fcene of mifeiy proved 
entertainment to the brutal wretches without ? But 
fo it was ; and they took care to keep us fupplied 
with water, that they might have the fatisfaftion of 
feeing us fight for it, as they phrafed it, and held 
up lights to die bars, that they might lole no part 
of the inhuman diveifion. 

From about nine to near eleven, I fuftained this 
cruel fcene and painful fituation, fhll fupplying 
them with water, though my legs were almorfc 
broke with the weight againft them. By this time 
I myfelf was very near prefied to death, and my 
two companions, with Mr. "William Parker, (who 
had forced himfelf into the window) were really fo. 

For a great while they preferved a refpedb and 
regard to me, more than indeed I could well ex- 
pe£t, our circumftances confidered 5 but now all 
diftmdtion was loft. My friend Baillie, MefTrs. 
Jenks, Revely, Law, Buchanan, Simfon, and 
feveral others, for whom I had a real efteem and 
affection, had for feme time been dead at my feet, 
and were now trampled upon by every corporal 
or common foldier, who, by the help of more ro- 
buft conftitutiona, had forced their way to the win¬ 
dow, and held fall by the bars over me, till at kft 
I became fo prefied and wedged up, I was deprived 
of all motion. 

Determined now to give every thing up, I called 
to them, and begged, as the laft inftance of their 
regard, they would remove the prefliire upon me, 
and permit me to ietire out of the window, to die 
in quiet. They gave way j and with much diffi¬ 
culty X forced a pafiage into the center of the prifon, 
wheie the throng was lefs by the many dead, (then 
I believe amounting to one-third) and the num¬ 
bers who flocked to the windows i for by this time 
hud water alfo at tbs other window, 

In 
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In the Black-Hole there is a platform * coi res¬ 
ponding with that in the barracks: I travelled over 
the dead, and lepaircd to the further end of it, juft 
oppofite the other window, and feated myfelf on the 
platform between Mr. Dnmbleton and Capt. Ste- 
venfon, the former juft then expiring. I was ftill 
happy in the fame calmnefs of mind I had pieferved 
the whole time; death I expected as unavoidable, 
and trnly lamented its flow approach, though the 
moment I quitted the window, my breathing grew 
fliort and painful. 

Here my poor friend Mr. Edward Eyre came 
ftaggering over the dead to me, and with his ufual 
coolnefs and good-nature, afked me how I did ? 
but fell and expned before I had time to make him 
a reply. I laid myfelf down on fame of the dead 
behind me, on the platform and recommending 
myfelf to heaven, had the comfort of thinking my 
fufferings could have no long duration. 

My third: grew now infupportable, and difficulty 
of breathing much increafedj and I had not re¬ 
mained in this fituation, I believe, ten minutes, 
when I was feized with a pain in my breaft, and 
palpitation of my hcai t, both to the moil: exquifite 
degree. Thefe loufed and obliged me to get tip 
again , but flill the pain, palpitation, thirft, and 
difficulty of breathing incieafed. I retained my 
fenfes notwnhftanding, and had the gnef to fee 
death not fo near me as I hoped ; but could no 
longer bear the pains I fuffered without attempting 
a relief, which I knew frefli air would and could 
only give me. I infLantly determined to pufli for 
the window oppofite to me; and by an effort of 
double the ftrength I ever before pofiefied, gained 

the 

* This platform was raifed between thiee and four feet 
from the hoar, open underneath: it extended the whole 
length of the eaft fide of the prifon, and was about fix feet 
wide. 
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the third rank at it, with one hand feized a bar, 
and by that means gained a fecond, though I think 
there weie at lcall: fix or feven ranks between me 
and the window. 

In a few moments my pain, palpitation, and 
difficulty of bieathing ccafed , but my thnft con¬ 
tinued intolerable* I called aloud for “ watfr. 

" for God's sakl'” had been concluded dead; 
but as foon as they heard me amongll them, they 
had flill the refpedt and tendernefs foi me, to ciy 
out, “ Give him water, give him watir 
nor would one of them at the window attempt to 
touch it until I had drank. But liom the water 1 
found no relief; my thu ft was rather increafed by 
it ; fo I determined to di ink no more, but patiently 
wa.t the event, and kept my momh moift from 
lime to time by fucking the peiipiration out of my 
lhirt-fleeves, and catching the drops as they fell, 
like heavy lain fiom my head and face: you can 
hardly imagine how unhappy I was if any of them 
efcaped my month. 

I came into the pnfon wuhout coat or waiftcoat; 
the ieafon was too hot to bear the former, and the 
latter tempted the aval ice of one of the guards, who 
■robbed me of it when we wtre under the Veianda. 
V/Iiilft I was at this fecond window, I was ob- 
ferved by one of my nnferable companions on the 
light of me, in the expedient ol allaying my thu It 
by fucking my (hirt-fleevc. He took the hint, and 
robbed me from time to time of a confiderable part 
of r.iy flore ; though after I detefled him, I had 
ever the addrefs to begin on that lleevc fij ft, when 
I thought my refcrvoirs weie fufiiciently reple- 
nifticd ; and our mouths and r.ofes often met in ihc 
contcft. This plundeier, 1 found afterwards, was 
a worthy young gentleman in the f rvice, Mr, 
Jkufiiington, one of the few who draped from ■ 
death, and fince paid me the compliment of allur¬ 
ing 
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ing me, he believed he owed his life to the many 
1 comfortable draughts he had from my fleeves. I 
mention this incident as 1 think nothing can give 
you a more lively idea of the melancholy ftate and 
diftiefs we were reduced to. Before I hit upon this 
happy expedient, I had, in an ungovernable fit of 
thirft, attempted drinking my urine * but it was fo 
intenfely bitter there was no enduring a fecond 
. tafLe, whereas no Bnftol water could be more fofc 
or pleafant than what arqfe from pcrfpiration. 

By half an hour paft eleven the much greater 
number of thofe living were in an outrageous de¬ 
lirium* and the others quite ungovernable; few 
retaining any calmnefs, but the ranks next the win¬ 
dows^ By what I had felt myfelf, I was fully fen- 
fible what thofe within fuffered ; but had only 
pity tq beftow upon them, not then thinking 
how foon I lhould myfelf become a greater objeft 
of it. 

They all now found, that water, inftead of re* 
lieving, rather heightened their uncafinefies \ and, 
“ Air, Air,” was the general cry. Every infult 
that could be devifed againft the guard, all the 
opprobrious names and abufe that the Suba, Mo* 
nickchund *, &c. could be loaded with, were rer 
peated to provoke the guard to fire upon us, every 
man that could, rufhing tumultuoufly towards the 
windows With eager hopes of meeting the firft Ihoc. 
Then a general prayer to heaven, to haften the 
approach of the flames to the right and left of us, 
and put a period to our mifery. But thefe failing, 
they whofe ftrength and fpirits were quite ex- 
Jiaufted, laid themfelves down and expired quietly 
upon their fellows: others who had yet fome 
ftrength and vigour left,, irade a lalt effort foy 
the windows, and feveral lucceeded by leaping and 

fcrambhng 

* Rajah Morrickahund, appointed by the Suba Governor 
pf Cakptta, 
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Icrambling over the backs and heads of thofe in the 
firft ranks; and got hold of the bars, from which 
there was no removing them. Many to the right 
and left funk with the violent preffuie, and were 
foon fuffocated for now a fteam arofe from the 
living and the dead, which affected us in all its 
circumftances, as if we were forcibly held with our 
heads over a bowl full of ftiong volatile fpirit of 
hartlhorn, until fuffocated; nor could the effluvia 
of the one be diftinguifhed from the other and 
frequently, when I was forced by the load upon 
my head and fhoulders, to hold my face down, I 
was obliged, near as I was to the window, inftantly 
to raife it again to efcape fuffocation. 

I need not, my dear fuend, afk your commile- 
ration, when I tell you, that in this plight, from 
half an hour paft eleven till near two in the morn¬ 
ing, I fuftained the weight of a heavy man, with 
his knees in my back, and the preffure of his whole 
body on my head. A Dutch ferjeant, who had. 
taken his feat upon my left fhoulder, and a Topaz -j- 
bearing on my right; all which nothing could have 
enabled me long to fupport, but the props and 
preffure equally fnftaining me all around. The 
two latter I frequently diflodged, by fhifting my 
hold on the bars, and driving my knuckles into 
their ribs; but my friend above ftuck faff, and 
as he held by two bars, was immoveable. 

When I had bore this confhft above an hour, 
with a train of wretched reflexions, and feeing no 
glimpfe of hope on which to found a profpeft of 
relief, my fpirits, refolution, and every fentiment 
of religion gave way. I found 1 was unable 
much longer to fupport this trial, and could not 
bear the dreadful thoughts of retiring into the 
inner part of the pnfon, where I had before fuffered 
D d fo 

t A black Chriftian foldier: ufually termed fubjetts of 
Portugal. 
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lb much. Some infernal fpirit, taking the advan¬ 
tage of this period, brought to my remembrance 
my having a fmall clalp penknife in my pocket, 
with which I determined inftantly to open my arte¬ 
ries, and finilh a fyftem no longer to be borne. 

I had got it out, when heaven interpofed, and 
reftored me to frefli fpirits and refolution, with art 
abhorrence of the aft of cowardice I was juft 
going to commit: I exerted a-new my ftrength 
and fortitude j but the repeated trials and efforts 
I made to diflodge the infufferable incumbrances 
upon me at laft quite exhaufted me, and towards 
two o’clock, finding I muft quit the window, or 
fink where I was, I refolved on the former, having 
bore, truly for the fake of others, infinitely moie 
for life than the belt of it is worth. 

In the rank clofe behind me was an officer of one 
of the fliips, whofe name was Carey, who had 
behaved with much braveiy during the fiege, (his 
wife, a fine woman though country-born, would 
not quit him, but accompanied him into the prifon, 
and was one who furvived.) This poor wretch had 
been long raving for water and air; I told him I 
was determined to give up life, and lccommended 
his. gaming my ftation. On my quitting, he made 
a fruitlefs attempt to get my place *, but the 
Dutch feijeant who fat on my Ihoulder fupplanted 
him. 

Poor Carey expiefied his thankfulnefs, and faid, 
he would give up life too ; but it was with the 
utmoft labour we forced our way from the window, 
(feveral in the - inner ranks appearing to me dead 
Itanding *.) He laid himfelf down to die • and 
his death, I believe, was very fudden ; for he was 
a lhorr, full, fanguine man : his ftrength was great, 
and 5 imagine, had he not retired with me, I fhonld 
never have been able to have forced my way. 

I was 

| * Unable to fall by the throng and equal prcJTuje round. 
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I was at this tune lenfible of no pain and little 
uneafinefs: I can give you no better idea of my 
iituation than by repeating my Annie of the bowl of 
i'pirit of haitfhorn. I found a lhipor coming on 
a-pace, and laid myfelf down by that gallant old 
man, the reverend Mr. Jervas Bellamy, who lay 
dead with his fon the lieutenant, hand in hand, near 
the loutheimoll wall of the pnlon. 

When I had lam there lomc little time, I Ml 
had lefleChon enough to fuffer fome uneafinefs in 
the thought, that I fhould be trampled upon, 
when dead, as I myfelf had done to others. With 
fome difficulty I railed myfelf, and gained the 
platform a fecond time, where I prefently loft all 
lenfation: the laft tiace of fenfibility that 1 have 
been able to iecolle£t after my lying down, was 
my fafli being uiieafy about my waifte, which I 
untied and thiew from me. 

Of what paired in this interval to the time of 
my rtfurieChon from this hole of horrois, I can 
give you no account j and indeed, the particulars 
mentioned by fome of the gentlemen who furvived, 
ffolely by the number of thofe dead, by which 
they gained a freer accefiion of air, and approach 
to the windows) were fo exceffiveiy abfuid and 
contradictory, as to convince me, very few of them 
retained their fenles ; or at leaft, loft them foon 
after they came into the open air, by the fevei they 
curied out with them. 

In my own efcape from abfolute death the hand 
of heaven was manifeftly exerted: the manner take 
as follows. When the day broke, and the gentle¬ 
men found that no mtreaties could pievail to get the 
doot opened, it c can red to one of them, (I think 
to Mr. lecietary Cooke) to make a fearch for me, in 
hopes I might have influence enough to gain a re- 
leaiefrom this fccne of mifery. Accordingly Meffis. 
Lulhington and Walcot undertook the learch, and 
L)d 2 by 
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by my flint dilcovcicd me under the dead upon 
the platform. They took me from thence ; and 
imagining I had fome figns of life, brought me 
towaid the window I had firft poflfeflion of. 

But as life was equally dear to every man, (and 
the flench anfing from the dead bodies was grown 
intolerable) no one would give up his flation in or 
near the window : fo they were obliged to carry 
me back again. But foon after Captain Mills 
(now captain of the company’s yacht) who was 
in pofieflion of a feat in the window, had the 
humanity to offer to refign it. I was again brought 
by the fame gentlemen, and placed in the window. 

At this jun&nre the Suba 3 who had received an 
account of the havock death had made amongfl 
us, fent one of his Jemmautdaais to inquire if the 
chief fmvived. They fhewed me to him; told 
him I had appearance of life remaining, and be¬ 
lieved I might recover if the door was opened veiy 
foon. This anfwer being returned to the Suba, an 
order came immediately for our releafc, it being 
then near fix in the morning. 

The frefh air at the window foon brought me to 
life; and a few minnrcs after the departure of the 
Jemmautdaar, I was reflored to my fight and 
lenfes. But oh 1 Sir, whit words fhall I adopt to 
tell you the vfrhole dial inv foul fuffered at review¬ 
ing the dreadful delb notion round me ? I will not 
' attempt it; and indeed, tears (a tnbute f believe 
I fhall evei pay to the remembrance of this fcene, 
and to the memoiy of iliofe brave and valuable 
men) flop my pen. 

The little ftiength icmaming amongfl the mofl 
robnft who lurvived, made it a difficult talk to 
lemovc the dead piled up again A the door ; lo 
that I believe it was more than twenty minutes 
befoie we obtained a paflage out for one at a 
time. 


r 


I had 
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I had foon rcafon to be convinced the particular 
inquiry made after me did not icfult fiom any 
diftate of favour, humanity, or contrition , when 
I came out, I found my felt' in a high putrid fever, 
and, not being able to Hand, threw mylelf on the 
wet grafs without the Veranda, when a mefiage was 
brought me, iignifying I mufl: immediately attend 
the Suba. Not being capable of walking, they 
weic obliged to fupport me under each arm ; and 
on the way, one of the Jemmautdaurs told me, as 
a incnd, to make a full confefiion where the trea- 
fure was buried m the fort, or that in half an hour 
I Ihould be fliot off from the mouth of a cannon '. 
The intimation gave me no manner of concern 
foi, at chat jun&ure, I Ibould haveefteemed death 
the greateft favour the tyrant could have bellowed 
upon me. 

Being brought into his piefencc, he foon obfei ved 
the wretched plight I was in, and ordered a large 
folio volume, which lay on a heap of plunder, to 
be brought for me to lit on I endeavoured two 
or thiee times to fpcak, but my tongue was dry 
and without motion. He ordered rrje water. As 
foon as I got Ipeech, I began to lecount the difmal 
cataftrophe of my miferable companions. Bul he 
ftopt me Ihort, with celling me, he was well in¬ 
formed of great treafure being buried or fecreted 
in the fort, and that I was privy to it and if I ex- 
pefted favour, muft difeovur it. 

I urged every thing I could to convince lum 
there was no truth in the information ■, or that if 
any fuch thing had been done, it was without my 
knowledge. I reminded him of his repeated alTur- 
ance to me, the day before ; but he refumed die 
fubjeft of the trealure, and all I could fay feemed 
t-o gam no ciedit with him. I was oidered pn oner 
I) d 3 under 


* \ ftntence of death common in Tndoftan. 
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unclci Mhir MuJdop, General of the Houllioltl 
Tioops. 

Amongft the guard winch cariied me fiom the 
Suba, one bore a large Morattcr battle-axe, which 
gave rife, I imagine, to Mr. Secretary Cooke's 
belief and repoit to the fleet, that he faw me car¬ 
ried out, with the edge of the ax towards me, to 
have my head ftruck off. This I believe is the 
only account you will have of me, until I bring you 
a better myfelf. Btit to refume my lubjefl: I was 
ordered to the camp of Mhir Muddon’s quaiters, 
within the outward ditch, fomething Ihort of Omy- 
chund’s garden (which you know is above thice 
miles from the fort) and with me Mefiieurs Court, 
Walcot, and Burdet. The reft, who furvived the 
fatal night, gained their liberty, except Mrs. Caiey, 
who was too young and handfome. The dead 
bodies were promifeuoufly thrown into the ditch 
of onr unfinilhed ravelin, and covered with the 
earth. 

My being treated with this feveiity, I h?ve 
fufiicient reafon to affirm, proceeded from the fol¬ 
lowing caufes. The Suba J s refentment for my 
defending the fort, after the Governor, &c. had 
abandoned it; his prepofleffion touching the trea- 
fure; and thirdly, the inftigations of Omychund 
in refentment for my not releaflng him out of pn- 
fon, as foon as I had the command of the fort; 
a circumftance, which in the heat and hurry of 
action, never once occurred to me, or I had cer¬ 
tainly done it; becaufe I thought his imprifonment 
unjuft. But that the hajd treatment I met with, 
may truly be attributed in a great meafure to his 
fuggeftion and infinuations, I am well allured, from 
the whole of his fubfequent conduft; and this 
further confirmed me, in the three gentlemen fe- 
lcfted to be my companions, againft each pf whom 

he 
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fie had conceived particular refentnient; and you 
know Omychund can never forgive. 

We were conveyed in a Hackery * to the camp 
the 2ift of June, in the morning, and foon loaded 
with fetters, and flowed all four in a feapoy’s tent, 
about four feet long, three wide, and about three 
high j lo that we wei c half tn, half out: All night 
it rained feverely. Difmal as this was, it appeared 
a paradife compared with our lodging the preceding 
night. Here I became covered from head to foot 
with large painful bolls, the firft fymptom of my 
rccoveiy; for until thefe appeared, my fever did 
not leave me. 

' On the morning of the 2 2d, they marched us 
to town in our fetters, under the fcoi ching beams 
of an intenfe hot fun, and lodged us at the Dock- 
head in the open fmnll Veranda, fronting the river, 
where we had a ftrong guard over us, commanded 
by Bundo Sing Hazary, an officer under Mbit 
Muddon. Here the other gentlemen broke out 
likewife in boils all over their bodies (a happy cir- 
cumftance, which, as I afterwards learned, at¬ 
tended every one who came out of the Black- 
Hole.) 

On our arrival at this place, we foon were given 
to underftand, we ftiould be embarked for Muxa- 
dabad -f, where I think you have never been ; and 
(Ince I have brought you thus far, you may as well 
take this trip with us likewife. 1 have much leiiuve 
on my hands at prefent j and, you know, you may 
chufe your leifure foi perufal. 

We let out on our travels from the Dock-head 
the 24th in the afternoon, and were embarked on 
a large Wollack J, containing part of Bundo 
Sing’s plunder, &c, She bulged a-lliore a little 
after we fet off, and bioke one ot her floor timbers: 

D d 4 however 

# A coach drawn by oxen. + The capital of Bengal, 
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however they pufhed on, though (he made fo much 
water lhe could hardly fwim. Our bedflead and 
bedding were a platform of loofe unequal bamboos 
laid on the bottom timbers: fo that when they had 
been negligent in bailing, we frequently waked 
with half of us in the water. We had hardly any 
cloaths to our bodies, and nothing but a bit of 
mat, and a bit or two of old gunny-bag, which we 
begged at the Dock-head to defend us from the 
fun, rains, and dews. Our food only rice, and 
the water along-fide, which, you know, is neither 
very clean, nor very palatable, in the rams: but 
there was enough of it without fcrambling. 

In fliort, Sir, though our diftrefies in this fitua- 
tion, covered with tormenting boils, and loaded with 
irons, will be thought, and doubtlefs were, very 
deplorable; yet the grateful confideration of our 
being fo providentially a remnant of the faved, 
made every thing elfe appear light to us. Our 
rice and water-dier, defigned as a grievance to us, 
was certainly our prefervation : for, could we (cir- , 
cumftanced as we were) have indulged in flefh and 
wine, we had died beyond all doubt. 

When we arrived at Hougly fort, I wrote a 
fliort letter to governor Bifdom (by means of a 
pencil and blank leaf of a volume of Archbilhop 
Tfllotfon 5 s fermons given us by one of oqr guard, 
part of his plunder) advifing him of our miierable 
plight. He had the humanity to difpatch three 
feveral boats after us, with frefli provifions, liquors, 
cloaths, and money ; qejeher of which reached us. 
But, “ Whatever is, is right.” Our rice and 
water wpre more falutary and proper for us. 

Matters ridiculous apd droll abundantly occurred 
n the courfe of ’our trip. But thefe I will poftpone 
or a perfonal recital, that I may laugh with you, 
nd will only mention, that my hands alone being 
ree from impofthumes, I was obliged fof fome 

tipie 



[ 4<>9 ] 

time to turn nurfe, and feed my poor diftrefiedl 
companions. 

When we came oppolite to Santipore, they found 
the Wollack would not be able to proceed further, 
for want of water in the river and one of the 
guard was fent a-ftiore to demand of the Zemindar* 
of that diftrift, li'dit boats to carry pnfoners of 
Hate under their charge to Muxadabad. The Ze¬ 
mindar, giving no credit to the fellow, mufti red 
his guard of pykes, beat him, and drove him 
away. 

This, on the return of the Buikandafs, raifed a 
moft furious combtiflion. Our Jemmautdaar or¬ 
dered his people to arms, and the refolution was to 
take the Zemindar and cairy him bound a prifoner 
to Muxadabad. Accordingly they landed with 
their fire-arms, fwords, and targets ; when it oc¬ 
curred to one mifchievous mortal amongft them, 
that the taking me with them, would be a proof 
of their commiffion, and the high offence the 
Zemindar had committed. 

Being immediately lugged afhore, I urged the 
impofiibility of my walking, covered as my legs 
were with boils, and feveral of them in the way 
ef my fetters and intreated, if I muft go, that 
they would for the time take off my irons, as it 
was not in my power to efcape from them; for 
they faw I was hardly able to ftand. But I might 
as well have petitioned tygers, or made fupplication 
to the wind. I was obliged to crawl: They fignified 
to me, it was now my bufmefs to obey, and that I 
ftiould remember, I was not then in the Kella of 
Allynagore f, Thus was I marched in a fcorch- 
ing fun, near noon, for more than a mile and 
half; my legs running in a ftream of blood from 
the irritation of my irons, and myfelf ready to 
1 drop 

* A proprietor of land. i The name given to 
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drop every Hep with excefiive faintnefs and tin* 
fpcakable pain. 

When we came near the Cutcherry of the diftrift, 
the Zemindar with his pykes was drawn up ready 
to receive us ; but as foon as they prefented me 
to him as a prifoner of ftate, eftimated and valued 
to them at four lack of Rupees *, he confefled 
himfelf fenfible of his miftake, and made no further 
fhew of rehftance. The Jemmautdaar feized lum, 
and gave orders to have him bound and fent to the 
boat: but on his making further fubrmflion, and 
promifmg to get boats from Santipore to fend after 
ws, and agreeing to pay them for the trouble he 
had caufed, he was releafed, and matters accom¬ 
modated. 

I was become fo very low and weak with this 
cruel travel, that it was fome time before they 
would venture to march me back; and the “ hard- 
“ hearted villains,” for their own fakes, were at 
laft obliged to carry me part of the way, and fup- 
port me the reft, covering me from the fun with 
their fhields. A poor fellow, one of our Under- 
Gomaftaus of Santipore, feeing me at the Cutcher¬ 
ry, knew me, and, with tears in his eyes, prefented 
me with a bunch of plantains, the halt of which 
my guard plundered by the way. 

We departed from hence direttly, in expectation 
of boats following us, but they never came *, and 
the next day (I think the laft of June) they prefled 
a fmall open fifhing-dingy, and embarked us on 
that, with two of our guard only; for in fact, any 
more would have funk her. Here we had a bed of 
bamboos, fomething fofter, I think, than thofe of 
the great boat 5 that is, they were fomething 
fmoother, but we were fo diftreJTcd for room, that 
we could not ftir without otir fetters bruifing our 
Own, or each others boils; and were in woeful 

diftrels 
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diftrefs indeed* not arriving at Mnxadabad until 
the 7 th of July in the afternoon. We were all 
this while expofed to one regular fuccelfion of 
heavy rain, or intenfe fun-Ihine, and nothing to 
defend us from either. 

But then don’t let me forget our bleflings 5 for 
by the good-natuie of one of our guard, Shaike 
Bodul, we now and then latterly got a few plan¬ 
tains, onions, parched rice, with Jaggiee*, and 
the bitter green, called Curella: all which were 
to us luxurious indulgences, and made the rice go 
down delicioufly. 

On the 7 th of July, early in the morning, we 
came m fight of the French factory. I had a letter 
prepared for Mr. Law the Chief, and prevailed 
with my friend Bodul, to put to there. On the 
receipt of my letter, Mr. Law, with much polite- 
nefs and humanity, came down to the water-fide, 
and remained near an hour with us, He gave the 
Shaike a genteel prefent for his civilities, and of¬ 
fered him a confiderable reward and fecurity, if he 
would peimit us to land for an hour’s refreshment; 
but he replied, his head would pay for the indul¬ 
gence, After Mr. Law had given us a fupply of 
cloaths, linen, provifions, liquors, and calh, we left 
his factory with grateful hearts and compliments. 

We could not, as you may imagine, long refill 
touching our ftock of provifions* but however 
temperate we thought ourfelves, we were alj dil- 
oidered more or lefs by this firft indulgence. A 
few hours after I was feized with a painful inflam¬ 
mation in my right leg and thigh. 

Faffing by our fort and faCtory at Cofiimbuzar, 
raifed ibme melancholy reflections amongft us. 
A bout four in the afternoon we landed at Muxa- 
dabad, and were conducted to, and depofited in 

an 
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an open ftable, not far from the Suba’s palace in 
the city. 

This march, I will freely confefs to you, drew 
tears of difdain and anguifh of heart from me; 
thus to be led like a felon, a fpeftacle to the inha¬ 
bitants of this populous city • My foul could not 
fupport ltfelf with any degree of patience; the 
pain too arifing from my boils, and inflamma¬ 
tion of my leg, added not a litde, I believe, to 
the depreffion of my fpirits. 

Heie we had a guard of Moors placed on one 
fide of us, and a guard of Gentoos on the other; 
and being deftined to remain in this place of pur¬ 
gatory, until the Suba returned to the city, I can 
give you no idea of our fuffermgs. The nnmenfe 
crowd of fpeftators, who came from all quartei s 
of the city to fatisfy their cuiiofity, fo blocked us 
up from morning till night, that I may truly fay 
we nairowly efcaped a fecond fuffocation, the 
weather proving exceeding fultry. 

The firft night after our at rival in the ftable, I 
was attacked by a fever j and that night and the 
next day, the inflammation of my leg and thigh 
greatly increafcd. but all teimmated the fecond 
night in a regular fit of the gout in my right-foot 
and ankle; the firft and laft fit of this kind I ever 
had. How my iions agreed with this new vifitor 
I leave you to judge * for I could not by any 
intreaty obtain liberty for fo much as that poor 
leg. 

"During ouriefidence here, we experienced every 
aft of humanity and friendfhip from Monf, Law 
and Mynheer Vernet, the French and Dutch Chiefs 
of Coflimbuzar, who left no mejns uneflayed to 
procure our releafe. Our provifions were regu¬ 
larly Cent us from the Dutch Tankfal * in Coriem- 
abad; and we were daily vifited by Meflrs. Rofs 

ancj 
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and Ekftone, the Chief and Sfecond there; and 
indeed received fuch inftances of commiferation 
and affcdtion from Mynheer Rofs, as will ever 
claim my moft grateful remembrance. 

The whole body of Armenian merchants toa 
weie moft kind and friendly to us; particularly 
Aga Manuel Satoor: we were not a little indebted 
to the obliging good-natured behaviour of Meflrs. 
Hail mgs and Chambers, who gave us as much of 
then company as they could. They had obtained 
their liberty by the French and Dutch Chiefs be¬ 
coming bail for their appearance. This fecurity 
was often tendered for us, but without effeft. 

The nth of July the Suba ariived in the city, 
and with him Bundoo Sing, to whofe houfe we 
weie removed that afternoon in a Hackery; for I 
was not able to put my foot to the ground. Heie 
we were confirmed in a report which had before 
reached ns, that the Suba, on his return to Roughly, 
made enquiry for us when he relealed Mefiieuis 
Watts and Collett, &c. with intention to leleafe 
us alio •, and, that he had exprefied fome refcnl- 
inent at Mhir Muddon for having fo haftily lent us 
up to Muxadabad. This proved a very pleafing 
piece of intelligence to us; and gave us reafon to 
hope the lifue would be more favourable to us than 
we expected. 

1 hough we were here lodged in an open Bungulo 
only, yet we found omfelvcs lehevcd from the 
crowd of people which had ft 1 fled us at the ftable, 
and once more bieathed the frefh air. We w r ere 
tieatcd w'lth much kmdneis and refpect by Bundoo 
Sing, who generally pafli’d l'ome time or other of 
the day with us, ana fcafted us with hopes of be¬ 
ing loon relealed. 

fhe 15th we were conduced m a hackery to 
the Kolia % in oidcr to have an audiente of the 

Suba, 

The feat of the Suta’i refidfneein the city ofMuxadalad 
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Suba, and know our fate, We were kept above 
an hour in the fun oppofite the gate * whilft here 
we law feveral of his minifters brought out dis¬ 
graced, in the cuftody of Sootapurdars, and dif^ 
miffed from their employs, who but a few minutes 
before we had feen enter the Rella in the utmoft 
pomp and magnificence. 

Receiving advice, that we fhould have no au¬ 
dience or admittance to the Suba that day, we 
were depofited again at our former lodgings, the 
liable, to be at hand, and had the mortification of 
pafiing another night there. 

The 16th in the morning an old female atten¬ 
dant on AlJyverdy Cawn's Begum-\, paid a vifit to 
our Shaike, and difeourfed half an hour with him. 
Overhearing part of the convention to be favour¬ 
able to us, I obtained the whole from him, and 
learned, that at a feaft the preceding night, the 
Begum had folhcited our liberty, and that the Suba 
had promifed he would leleafe us on the morrow. 
This, you may believe, gave us no fmall fpmts; 
blit at noon all our hopes were daftied by a piece 
of intelligence fiom Bundoo Sing, implying, that 
an order was prepjied, and ready to 'pafs the feal, 
for returning us in irons to Rajah Momckclmnd, 
governor of Allynugore, the name the Suba had 
given to Calcutta. 

I need not tell you what a thunderclap this proved 
to us in the veiy height of our flatteung expecta¬ 
tions i for I was, as to myfelf, well convinced I 
fhould never have got alive out of the hands of 
that lapacious harpy, who is a genuine Hindoo J, 
in the veiy v/orft acceptation of the word ; there¬ 
fore, fiom that moment, gave up every hope of 
liberty. 

Men 
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Men in this fhtQ of mind are generally pretty 
ealy : it is hope which gives anxiety. We dined 
and laid o Uriel ves down to fleep ; and for my own 
part, I ncvei enjoyed a founder afternoon’s nap. 

To wards five the Shaike waked me with notice, 
that the Snba would piefently pafs by to his palace 
of Mootcejeel. We roufed, and defired die guard, 
would keep the view clear for us. When the Suba 
catnc in fight, we made him the ufual Salaam ; and 
when he came abreaft of us, he ordered his litter 
to flop, and us to be called to him. We advanced; 
and I addrefled him in a flioit fpcech, fetting forth 
our fuffenngs, and petitioned for our liberty. The 
wretched fpedtacle we made muft, I think, have 
made an imprefiion on a breaft the moft brutal j 
and if he is capable of pity or contrition, his heart 
felt it then. I think it appeared in fpight of him 
in his countenance. He gave me no reply, but 
oidcred a Sootapurdar and Chubdaar, immediately 
to fee our irons cut off, and to conduct us wherever 
we chofe to go, and to take care we received no 
trouble nor mlulc ^ and having repeated this order 
diflimflly, dnefted his retinue to go on. As foon 
as our legs were free wc took boat and proceeded 
to the Tankfall, where we were received and en¬ 
tertained with real joy and humanity. 

Thus, my woithy friend, you fee us reftored to 
liberty, at a time when we could entertain no pro¬ 
bable hope of ever obtaining it. The foundation 
of the alarm at noon was this ■ Moneloll, the Suba’s 
Dewan, and fome others, had in the morning 
taken no fmall pains to convince the Suba, 16 That, 
6t norwithftanding my lofles at Allyiiagcre, I was 
“ ftill poflefled of enough to pay a confiderable 
“ fum for my freedom i and advifed the fending 
** me to Momckchimh who would be better able 
“ to tiace out the remainder of my effedts,” To 
this, I was afterwards informed, the Suba leplied : 
t “ It 
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K It may be - a if he has any thing left, let him 
u keep it ■ his fufferings have been great; he fhall 
“ have his liberty.” Whether this was the refult 
of his own fentiments, or the confcquenee of his 
promife the night before to the old Begum, I can¬ 
not fay; but believe, we owe our fieedom partly 
to both. 

Being myfelf once again at liberty, it is time I 
Ihould releafe you, Sir, alfo from the unpleafing 
travel I have led you in this narrative of our di- 
ftreffes, from our entrance into that fatal Black- 
Hole, And, £hall it after all be faid, or even 
thought, that I can poflibly have arraigned or com¬ 
mented too feverely on a conduft which alone 
plunged us into thefe unequalled fufferings ? I 
hope not. I am. 

Dear. Sir, 

Your moft faithful and 
obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. HOLWELL. 
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LIST of the Smothered in the Black-Hole 
Tufon , exchtfive of Sixty-nine, (ccnjifhng of Dutch 
and Englifh Seijeants, Corporals , Soldiers, C 1 opaz’s, 
Mthtia , Whies and Poitugueze, whofe Names 
J am unacquainted with), making on the whole , 
One hundred and twenty-three Petfans. 


Of Council. 

E. Eyre l^r The Reverend Jervas 
Wm. Baillic a ^ ls ‘ Bellamy. 


Gentlemen in the Set wee. 


Meffis. Jenks 
Revel y 
Law 
Coales, Enf. Mil. 
Valiconit 
Jeb 

Toriano 
E. Page 
S. Page 
Giub 
Sticct 


Mcflis. Hai oil 

P. Johntlone 
Ballard 
N. Drake 
Caife 
Knapton 
Gofling 
Bing 
Dod 

Dalrymple, 


Mililaty Captains , 
Clayton Witheungton. 

Buchanan 


Bifhop 

Hays 

Blagg 


Paccar):! 

Scot 

Halting* 


Lieutenants, 


Simian 

Bellamy. 


Enfym. 

C. Weddcrburn 
Dumbleton, Enf. Mil. 


E 9 
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Serjeants , &c. 


rjeant Major 
uartei-Mafter Ser¬ 
jeant 


Abraham 

Caitwnght 

Bleau 


Serjeants 
of Militiq, 


Sea Captains. 


unt 

fburne 

urnell, furvived the 
night, buL died the 
next day. 
leffrs. Carey 
tephenfon 


Guy 

Porter 

W. Parker 

Caulkci 

Bendall 

Atkinfon 

Leech, LFt. &c. 


LIST of thofe who Survived the Black- 
Hole Prtfon. 

IdTrs. Holwell Capt. Dickfon 

Couit Mr. Moran 

Secietary Cooke John Meadows, and iz 
Lufhington Military and Militia 

fiundet Blacks and Whites, 

Enf. Walcott fome of whom leco- 

Mrs. Caicy vcied when the door 

Capt. Mills was open. 
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Mr. Vansittart’s Conduct, 


IN CONCLUDING THE 


Treaty of Commerce 


MHIR COSSIM ALY CHAWN, 


AT MONGHEE R. 


By i SERVANT of the COMPANY, 
long iefidcnt in BENGAL. 
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TO THE 

PROPRIETORS 

0 F 

EAST-INDXA STOCK. 


I N the courfe of altercation on your affairs at 
Bengal, many injurious mfinuations have been 
levelled at the conduct and character of the Gentle¬ 
man now prefiding there ■, amongft thefe, the 
gieateft ftrefs feems to be laid on two accufationsj 
to wit, the Treaty of Commerce made at Mong- 
heer, and a Model of Cannon prefented by Mr. 
Vanfittart to Mhir Colfim Aly Khan. The firfl. of 
thefe charges me>y be (in part) founded on ignorance: 
the fecond, on premeditated malice only. From 
both we undertake to exculpate him, Much has 
been faid touching the liberties of the Company’s 
phirmaunds from the Great Moguls, and Confi¬ 
dence afferts they were given up by Mr. Vanfittart 
in the treaty of commerce he concluded at Mon- 
ghcer. Let us examine this fa£t fiift, and clear it 
of the veil of darkneis chat covers it. 

When Mr. Surman (head of the embaffy fent 
by the Company to the emperor Fariucfeer, to 
lblicit the lalt phirmaund, and explanation of 
former grants) was on his return to Fort Wil¬ 
liam, he pitched his tents m the neighboui hood of 
Moorfhadabad, and having acquired from the Em¬ 
peror a title and rank in the lill of Omrahs, fome- 
thing fuperior to that which Jaffier Khan (then 
E e 3 Suba 
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Suba of Bengal) bore, Mr. Surman expe&ed 
the firfb vifit.—Jaffier Khan allowed Mr. Sur* 
man’s fupenor tide, but confidering himfelf in 
rank the third Suba of the empire, and Vice-Roy 
of Bengal confirmed from court, thought the dig¬ 
nity of bis poll: demanded the firfb vifit from Mr. 
Surman: frequent meffertgers palfcd between them, 
touching this ceremonial, for the fpace of three 
days ; but neither Hooping, Mr. Surman ftruck 
his tents, and returned to Calcutta.—Thus an 
injudicious punftilio in Mr. Surman deftroyed all 
future cordiality with a man, on whom (from the 
nature and power of his poll:) fo much depended, 
for the due execution -of thofe phirmaunds granted 
by Farrucfeer. 

We grant, that in the original phirmaunds to the 
Company, there was a general liberty of trade 
given, without any exemption of particulars , but 
when this general trade, as well inland as exports 
and imports, continued to be exerciied by the fer- 
vants of the Company as formerly, Jaflier Khan 
prefently manifefted the refentmenc he had con¬ 
ceived againft the Englilli at Mr. Surman’s be¬ 
haviour to him; and though his predecefibrs had 
been tioublefome on this head, yet he went much 
further. 

His firlt operations were, refufing us the right 
of coinage, and lpinting up the Zemindars, pro¬ 
prietors of the 37 villages on the other fide the 
Ganges $ both ceded to the Company by the phir* 
maund. Thefe Zemindars kept up their demands 
fo high, and darted fo many difficulties with re- 
gard to parting with their lands, that the Company 
have never got pofieffion of them to this day : from 
the fame caufe, their prefidency of Fort William 
was eternally incommoded by a vexatious govern¬ 
ment’s junfdittion in the very heart of Calcutta, 
known by the names of Molungah, Simlea, See. 

His 
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His next ftcp was to claim an executive right to 
the trade of three the molt ftaple and lucrative 
articles of tobacco, fait and beetlenut; alleging, 
that fiom tunc immemorial none had prefumed to 
trade in thele three articles, but thofe who had his 
particular licence and exprefs putwannah. He 
figmfied thele fcntiments to the Prefidency, and 
piohibited the Company or their fervants trading in 
them for the future. 

The Company’s fervants ftill perfifting to trade 
in thefe articles, Jaffier Khan flopped the Com^ 
pany’s whole trade and inveftment for Europe, 
which could never again obtain a currency, but by 
the payment of a feVere tnulft, of one, two, three, 
and lbmetimes four lacks of rupees at a time. 

The fame fyflem of politics was peifued by his 
fucceflor, until the Company at home being wearied 
out with continued advices of thefe contefts between 
the Government and their Bengal fervants, came 
to a refolution of relinquifhing their right to the 
trade of thefe three articles, tobacco, fait, and 
beetle nut, for themfelves, and ftriftly prohibited 
their feivants ever interfering in them, on pain of 
immediate difmifilon from their fervice ; and thefe 
commands were repeatedly iffued by the Court of 
Dire£tois to their fervants abroad. Henceforward 
the fet vants were content to trade in thefe articles 
under the covert of a Mahometan duftick (or paf£ 
port.) This they did on the bell terms they pofiibly 
could with the Mahometan merchant, which was 
geneially a confideration of 25 per cent, a confi- 
deraLion very model ate on articles that commonly 
yield a profit of So to 150 per cent. This 25 pet 
cent, was a clear profit, without rifque, to the 
mei chant who gave his name, provided he was m 
favour at the Duibar; but at the worft, he was 
always able to get ofi for paying 8 or 10 per cent, 
suftoms on the trade he covered, and put the reft 
E e 4 into 



into his pocket. Sometimes a joint trade was 
enteied into in copaitnerfhip, though not always,in 
equal proportions. 

The continual abufe of the Company’s dufticks, 
by their fervants, has been for the fpace of forty 
years laft pad, dnqther great cailfe for repeated 
juft complaints from the Durbar ■, for thereby the 
Emperor was robbed of his legal euftoms on a 
considerable proportion of the trade of the pro¬ 
vinces.—As the nature of the Company’s duftick, 
and the mifchiefs aufingfrpm the abufe of it, muft 
be little known to you, a ffiort explanation of 
both, becomes here abfolutely neceflary to your 
information 

The Company’s duftick is a paffport for their 
trade, lffued under their broad Perhan Purwannah 
feal, or Cecil of office, figned by the Prefident, and 
counter-iigned by the Secretary to the Council, 
fpecifying the quantity, number, package and 
quality of the goods to be paffed by virtue of that 
particular duftick, clear of alt duties, let, hindrance, 
or bbftrudtions from the Government^ guards* 
receipts of cuftom fettled on different parts of the 
rivers and other inland parts of the provinces.— 
The dyftick was alfo occafionally dlued by the 
chiefs of your fuborrdinate fa&ories, under the 
fame formalities > and whether from the Prefidency 
or Subordinates, always fpecifjed the place from 
whence the goods came, and were deftiyed j and 
with the particulars before rScited, were fet forth 
both in En^Ufh and Perfian, and a regifter regu¬ 
larly kept of every duftick rfftied. The duftick 
was drawn in Perfian, as well as Engliffi, because 
at every Governments chowkey there was ftationed 
a Perfian Moonfpee (Writer or Secretary) cm thepatt 
of the Government, who being a ftranger to the 
Engliffi language, the Company’s trade might other- 
Wile be liable to obftruftion, delay, lots and damage. 
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by a longer detention in their boats at ibmetimes 
inclemenr fcafons of the year. 

Yoni KTvants, down to the junior Writer, were 
entitled to a dnlliek on application, for the pro- 
toThon of Ins ptivate trade. Thewifdorn of firft 
gi anting this libeity and indulgence, and the con¬ 
tinuing it fo long after the fatal confequences weie 
vifible, are points I will not heie difenfs. Let it 
ludice, tlut I fay the abufe of it gave too juft a 
handle to the Government for frequently putting a 
ftop to the provifion of your inveftmenc in every 
part of the provinces, for one, two, andfometimes 
three months together, until bought off by the 
payment of a high muhft, which generally giew 
higher the longer a ftand was made againfl: it. Thus 
have I known a contention of this kind, which 
might eaftly (in the beginning of an embargo laid 
on your inveftment) have been compromiled for 
fifty or a hundred thoufand rupees, coll you, at 
the end of two or three months, three or four lacks. 
Though the policy of the government was invari¬ 
able in this particular of the abufe of the duftick, 
(as formerly touching our trading in the three pro¬ 
hibited articles of fait, tobacco and beetlenut) 
they never, befoie the times of the Subas Ally 
Verdy Khan and Surajud Dowla, meditated the 
attack and deftiuttion of \our forts and garnlbnsv 
thefc had new and particular motives ; former 
Subas, on a tianfgielTion either in the one or the 
other of the two before-mentioned caufes, put an 
■inmr-dinie ftop to the provifton of your mveft- 
rp f, Plsi by Lying a prohibition on the weavers and 
OlIu'io cmuloyed in your manufaftures, furrounding 
your ’ubordmates with guard*, and cutting off 
iupplies of provifions, 8cc. They knew the im¬ 
pel urre of your inveftments, and the feafons for 
the diipitch of it to Europe, and knew alfo you 
could haidly fuftain youifelves under the failure 
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of one year’s returns ; all this they were perfectly 
acquainted with, and theiefore knew your iervants 
muft neceftmly fubmit, fooner or latei, to any 
terms they thought fit to impofe : a confideration 
alfo, which fhould have determined your Prcfidency 
to finifh every difpute of this kind with all poflible 
expedition. I will not fay thefe exactions would 
not have been made, had no real caufe been given; 
light pietences are fufficient for arbitrary govern¬ 
ments to a£t upon; but where real caufe exifted, 
which (regarding the abufe of the duftick at leaft) 
■was too ti uly the cafe, we cannot furely much won¬ 
der at it. But to explain the nature of this abufe 
of your duftick, fo conftantly the fource of com¬ 
plaints fiom the durbar : 

When youth fiift embark in your fervice, at the 
age of 15 or 1 6, it cannot be leafonably fuppofed 
they fet out with any fixed principles of moral 
rectitude; confequently the good difpofitions they 
may have acquued by a careful education, become 
too much liable to be perveited, by defigning 
artful men. Thefe young gentlemen, on their 
arrival in Bengal, entertain a fervant, under the 
•denomination of a Banian, who, in the general, 
foon becomes their mafter, and continues that 
power and influence over them, moie or lefs, as 
long as they relide in India; but more efpecially, 
if the Banian happens to be pofleflfed of a capital 
that can be afiifting to his (nominal) mafter in 
trade, the young gentleman himfelf rarely having 
a capital of his own to begin with. 

Thefe Banians aie either fimply fo, or merchants 
as well as Banians. In general, they have no 
principle to be the rule of their actions, but gain * 
this is their foie pnrfuit, and to accomplifli it they 
ftick at nothing, fo they can guard againft a de¬ 
tection pf their rogueries. 
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If they lire Banians (imply lb called, they are 
moitly tools of i'ome native merchant, whole prin¬ 
ciples of rc&itudc aie not a whit better than the 
Banians. 

The Seats (a Gen too Call, fo called ) and the 
other Company’s Dadney mei chants, who provided 
their inveftments until the year 1753, raiely before 
that period Hooped tobeBmians to the gentlemen 
in your fervice j but from that period, finding the 
meafuie was adopted for pioviding your inveftment 
by your own gomallahs or fadlors at the Arungs, 
they condefcended to ferve either m pnfon or 
by Banians who were entirely dependant on them. 

Thefe Dadney mei chants, whilft they continued 
in that employ, always had the addrefs to bring 
down their own piivate goods and merchandize 
with the Company’s, under the cover and protec¬ 
tion of the fame duftick ; but being in the above- 
mentioned year fliipped of that means of eluding 
the king’s duties, they fixed on another which they 
knew had been foi a longterm fuccefsfully pradhfed 
by the Banians ■, that is, covering their trade by 
the Company’s dufticks, obtained chiefly from your 
junior fervants. 

Various were the terms of this illicit compaft; 
i'omctnnes the Company’s fervant was entitled to 
ith, T v th, or | of the piofits on the tiade fo cover¬ 
ed. At other times, with foirow I lpeak it, your 
duftick was fold at vanous puces, from 200 to 25 
lupecs each j and to fuch a fhamcful pioftitution 
did this ti ade in dufticks come to, that it was no 
uncommon thing to fee on the regifter a irade of 
two lack per annum carried on in appealance by 
pei ions known never to have been woith five 
pounds in their lives, nor that had credit to this 
amount in your Piefidency. Sometimes they en¬ 
gaged in a joint trade, the Banian or merchant 
finding the capital, in the courfe of which if your 

fervant 
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fcrvant came in for i-i6th of the profits he Was 
well off, but oflener was bi ought in debtor. 

The Government’s fpies in the fcttlemcnt wcie 
well acquainted with proftitutions and abul'e of the 
Company’s Duftick, and fent daily advices ilicieof 
to the Duibar, wheie it ufed to be often thiown 
out in terrorem, t£ that they had a long Duftick 
<c account to fettle with the Englifh,”—-And Suia- 
jud Dowla in 1756, declared he would prove from 
vouchers in his pofleflion et that the Enghfh hrd 
“ defianded the King in his revenues, by covering 
<c the trade of his fubjeds with their Duflicks, to 
“ the amount of one Corort and a half (one million 
“ five hundred thoufand pound fterhng) in the 
<e fpace of fifty years.” Howfocver this charge 
was exaggerated, it is a truth, that the liirn of the 
frauds arifing from this illicit practice muft have 
been very important. 

Your Court of Directors were fo fenfible of the 
repeated abuie of this indulgence, that, I think, 
there are no lefs than five and twenty standing 
Orders againft it tranfmittpd to your Prefidem and 
Council of Fort William from the year 1702 to 
3756, each of tnel’e orders duelling, on detection, 
leftitution of the King’s dunes, immediate dif- 
miflion from the fervice, and the aggrefthr to be 
fent to England on the firft returning fhip ; blit 
notwichftanding thefe orders, and the utmoft vigi¬ 
lance of your Council abroad to prevent this prac¬ 
tice, it was found itnpofiible. The ftrongeft pro¬ 
hibitions, the moft folemn oaths, proved ineffedualj 
and though it was nolonoufly known, that there 
was hardly any period of your fervice, that there 
were not fome of your fervants who had no vifible 
means of fubfifting, but on this -trade of Duflicks; 
yet, ftrange to tell I we find few examples made 
jf -the aggrefibrs on the records of the Company. 
This can be accounted for, only from the difficulty 
Df full detedion ; but finely in this cafe, wheie 
3 ‘he 
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the very exigence of the Company was liable to be 
brought into hazard, ftrong and glaring prefump- 
tion of the fadt fhould have been deemed pi oof 
fuffkient ■, the more efpecially, as it was long evi¬ 
dent, nothing butexamples made of this preemptive 
proof, would be capable of putting a total flop to 
a practice that had fo often embroiled, and diftrefled 
your aifaiis ; and was at laft one of thofe caufes 
afligned by Surajud Dowla, for that deftiu&ion 
btought on your Bengal fettlements in 1756, Thefe 
examples fhould not have been confined to your 
lervants only, but fhould have been extended to 
the Black Merchant or Banian, fujpeffed of being 
concerned with them s thefe fhould have been 
banifhed your fettlements, and in flagrant inftances 
delivered up to the government. 1 hiee examples 
of this kind, we daie fay, would have effectually 
put a flop to this nnfchief for ever : We think 
l'ome directions to the above puiport and intention 
were fent out by your Court of DireCtois a few 
years ago, but they were never put in praftice. 

To draw our foregoing anecdotes into a fmaller 
compafs, we beg leave to remind you, that we have 
fliewn two principal caufes that gave rife to every 
GOntefi: which happened between your fervants and 
the Government, down to the time of Surajud 
Dowla, viz. Your fervants trading in the three 
prohibited articles fo often mentioned, and their 
nbufe of the Company’s Duftick, both repeatedly 
forbid by your Couit of Direflors under the feveiell 
and rnofl. pofitive leftrifhons, and yet both con¬ 
tinued, and lately the one of them abfolutely 
avowed, nay, even contended for by lome of your 
fervants with indecency, arrogance and violence; 
to the utter fubveifion of the laws and natural 
liberties of a country where you trade upon fuf- 
ferance ; as well as in defiance and difobedience 
of the reiterated commands of ttym matters at 
home. 
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Let us take a ftiort view of this government in 
the year 1760, when you faw a Vice Roy at the 
head of it, raifed by your fervants from motives 
of juftice, joined to the necefiity of your affairs ; 
confirmed by yourfelves in the opinion and judg¬ 
ment of your Directors : Confider this Vice Roy 
making you princely donations of the moft valuable 
patts of his country $ then fee your fervants aim¬ 
ing to ftrip him of the remainder, the commercial 
legal duties which were to be his future fupport in 
that government you had promoted him to—now 
fee him driven from two of his provinces for not 
tamely fubmitting to arrogant impofitions—then 
furely you will blufh for the reproaches fo wantonly 
thrown upon the Englifh name and nation. But 
to return more immediately to our fubjeft. 

Soon after Mr. Vanfittart*s arrival to the Go¬ 
vernment of Fort William, fuch was the licentious 
conduct of your fervants, more particularly at your 
fubordinates, in thofe articles of trade fo often for¬ 
bid both by the Company and Government, that 
continual complaints came in of the unbounded 
violences of them and their agents,. Mr. Vanfit- 
tart plainly faw, unlefs fome remedy was applied, 
general confufion muft enfue. He took a middle 
road, and formed a judicious plan that all parties 
oughtrto have been fatisfied with, and, as he ex- 
preffcs it, would have reconciled all differences, 
if faithfully adhered to on both Tides : The liber* 
ties of the Phirmaunds touching thefe contefted 
articles, as well as the whole inland trade, had 
been given up and relinquiftied by the Company 
long ago.—He has the merit of ftipulating for the 
refuming thofe liberties, and prelerving them in 
perpetuity on terms highly advantageous to every 
one engaged in it, as we have already made ap¬ 
pear. It has been charged againft him, that he 
concluded this Treaty of Commerce without the 

affent 
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fiflent of his Council. That he was fiift invefted 
with a difcrctional power has been proved beyond 
contradiction ; and though it has been alfo mfinu- 
ated, he iupprefled and never acknowledged the 
leceipt of a letter fent by the Council, revoking 
that power, and containing a diflknt to the terms 
of the Treaty tranfmitted to them by Mr. Vanfit- 
tart:—yer —if fuch a revocation and difient was 
difpatched, it appears very extraoidinary that his , 
pnemies have not produced a copy of it, fince, in 
other matters lels important, they have been fo 
minuce—Therefoie it is no unreafonable conclu- 
fion to fay, We believe no fuch letter was ever 
fent,—or it would certainly have appeared againft 

him.-Another objection has been ftarted againft 

his conduct, for not giving due time for this 
Treaty taking place.—To this we fay, that pofii- 
bly he thought this licentious contraband trade of 
your fervams lequired an immediate check.—And 
as they had engaged in it, in direct breach of their 
.mailers orders, and we fear in bieach alfo of their 
covenants, it was but juft they Ihould fuffer the 
confequences, for they furely had no title to indul¬ 
gence. One objection only, to this Gentleman’s 
condudt regarding this Treaty, remains unanfweredj 
and that is the article by which he gives the deci- 
fion of difputes into the hands of the Government’s 
officers : but for this error he has fo ingenuoufly 
apologifed himfelf, that nothing but ill-nature 
could be capable of continuing it as a charge 
againft him. However, had not the unhappy and 
ill-judged fecond deputation taken place, this error 
might eafily have been retrieved, and over-ruled 
as loon as the inconveniencies had been difcovered. 

Concerning the prefent of Cannon , (levelled at 
Mr. Vanfitlart’s reputation only) the charge is 
fo evidently malicious, as hardly to deferve a 
jeply.——It is a notorious truth, that at the cap- 
f ture 
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ture of Coflimbuzar and Fort William, the Go¬ 
vernment had ftore both of cannon and field pieces 
with then carriages, which they had fix months m 
their pofiefilon,—Surajud Dow la had 20 of the 
latter fo well conftrudted by his own people, that 
they could hardly be known from thofe made in 
Euiope. But we will not affront your undertland- 
ing, by dwelling longer in the refutation of a 
charge fo repugnant to ienfc as well at. decency* 
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